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rT^HE  fubjeCt  of  this  Book,  however  melancholy 

1  it  may  appear  to  fome,  yet  it  is  neceflary  unto 
all  ;  feeing  the  word  of  God,  and  our  own  experi¬ 
ence  do  affure  us,  that  u  man  who  is  born  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble  and  that; 
he  is  bom  to  trouble,  as  the  fparks  fly  up  ward. n 
Nay,  God’s  deared  children  are  not  exempted  from 
this  common  fate.  We  fee  what  is  the  character 
God  giveth  his  church,  Ifa.  liv.  u.  44  O  thou  afflict¬ 
ed,  and  tolled  with  tempeft,  and  not  comforted  !” 

If  in  this  world  then  we  mud  look  for  tribulation^ 
it  is  highly  neceflary  for  every  man  to  feek  direction 
how  to  provide  for  it,  and  behave  under  it,  fo  as  he 
may  glorify  God,  edify  others,  and  attain  to  eternal 
happinefs  at  lad.  The  tribulations  we  have  to  look 
for  here  are  manifold  ;  but  among  thofe  that  are 
outwrard,  I  know  none  about  which  men  ought  to 
be  more  thoughtful  and  concerned,  than  bodily  fick- 
nefs,  that  ufual  harbinger  of  death,  and  which  ufliers 
the  way  to  judgment. 

This  is  a  fubjeCt  not  much  handled  in  public  fer- 
mons,  which  are  delivered  only  to  them  that  are  in 
health,  the  fick  being  incapable  to  attend  them. 
Wherefore  it  feems  the  more  neceflary  to  handle  it 
in  writing,  that  fo  the  afflicted  may  have  a  book  in 
their  houfes,  and  at  their  bed  fides,  as  a  monitor  to 
preach  to  them  in  private,  when  they  are  re  drained 
from  hearing  fermons  in  public. 

And  though  fometimes  mmifter’s  fermons  may 
be  very  fuitable  to  jthe  cafe  of  the  fick  and  af¬ 
flicted  ;  yet,  alas  !  the  mod  part  are  carelefs  and 
forgetful  hearers  of  thefe  tilings  while  they  are  in 
health  and  prosperity,  as  reckoning  the  evil  day  at 
fome  didance  from  them.  A  book  then,  Tuch  as 
the  following  directory,  being  with  them  in  time  of 
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niay  by  the  divine  bleffing,  be 
ufeful  to  bring  to  their  remembrance  thefe  counfels 
and  admonitions  which  they  very  much  neglected' 
in  the  time  of  their  health. 

Again,  mini fters  of  the  golpel  though  never  fo 

much  inclined  to  attend  the  fick,  yet  by  reafon  of 
difability  and  multiplicity  of  other  work,  cannot 
always  with  them,  to  dire<ft,  refolve,  and  comfort 
them.  But  fuch  a  book  as  this  they  may  have  ftill 
at  hand  to  confult  with. 

And  in  regard  the  affii&ed,  for  the  moft  part,  are 
out  of  cafe  to  read  for  themfelves,  it  would  be  a  moil 
charitable  work  tor  friends  or  neighbours  that  attend 
them,  to  lay  hold  on  proper  feafons  for  reading  fuch 
a  book  as  this  in  their  hearing,  and  especially  fuch 
chapters  or  direction*  as  they  judge  mofl  fuitable  for 
them.  Thus  you  might  be  helped  in  fom©  meafure 
to  exOner  your  conferences, and  do  your  laft  offices  of J 
kindnefs  to  your  fick  and  dying  friends,  when  you 
can  ferve  them  no  longerdn  this  world. 

I  might  have  brought  in  and  handled  fome  con- 
troverfies  (had  I  been  fond  of  them)  in  the  enfiiing 
treatife,  about  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  flip¬ 
per  to  the  fick,  and  about  extreme  undfton,  which 
feme  alfo  begin  to  plead  for,  and  thence  have  tak¬ 
en  occafi on  to  touch  a£  fome  other  new  ufages,  fuch 
&s  the  middle  Rate,  prayers  for  the  dead,  and  other 
popifh  errors,  that  fome  (called  Proteftants)  would 
have  revived  and  introduced  among  us.  But  I  have 
induftrioufly  fliunned  what  is  controverfial,  and  kept 
clofe  to  what  is  pra&ical,  and  owned  by  all  true. 
Chriftians. 

For  preventing  the  growth  of  thefe,  and  other  er¬ 
rors,  (from  which  this  nation  hath  been  much  longer 
free  than  others),  I  wife  all  ranks  among  us  would 
clofely  obferve  the  facred  rule  of  faith?  God's  word, 
and  remember  the  folemn  and  national  engagements 
we  of  this  land  are  under,  to  maintain  the  pure  truths 
of  God  therein  contained,  in  oppofition  to  all  forts  of 
error ,  whether  Popifh,  Pelagian,  Arlan,  Antinomian, 
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Sec*  And  may  we  ever  abhor  the  do&rine  that 
would  teach  us  to  break  thefe  bands  afunder. 

Have  we  not  ground,  this  day,  to  fufpe <ft  that  Sa¬ 
tan  is  carrying  on  a  deep  and  fubtle  plot  ior  (baking 
our  covenanted  reformation,  and  weakening  a  Prot- 
eftant  interefi  ?  when,  upon  the  one  hand,  feme  are 
beginning  openly  to  advance  and  propagate  the  old 
abjured  Poprih  doctrines,  which  our  reformers  did 
throw  out,,  and  with  axes  and  hammers  would  go  at 
once  to  cut  down  all  our  carved  work  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  on  the  other  hand,  fome  would  be  at  the 
breaking  down  the  excellent  fences  of  our  reforma¬ 
tion,  viz *  our  covenants,  confeffions,  the  rsagi- 
ftrates  power,  &V.  For  this  end,  papers  are  fpread, 
and  portions  advanced,  impugning  the  warrantable- 
nefs  of  our  national  covenants  and  confeffions,  and 
the  obligation  thereof ;  reflecting  alfo  upon  our  wor¬ 
thy  reformers  and  anceftors,  as  unenlightened,  who 
framed  and  took  them,  or  died  adhering  thereunto  ; 
and  alfo  denying  the  magiflrate’s  power  circa  facra , 
(for  the  fupport  of  truth,  and  fupprelling  of  herdies), 
acknowledged  by  the  word  of  God-,  and  our  Confef- 
fion  of  faith  ;  and  all  tbis,forfooth,  to  make  way  for  a 
toleration  of  all  errors  and  (e<5ts  among  us  :  though 
they  cannot  but  know,  that  tolerating,  of  fale  relig¬ 
ions  is  exprefsly  ranked  among  the  fins  forbidden  in 
the  fecond  commandment,  according  to  the  expofi- 
tion  of  our  larger  Catechifm  ;  and  is  alfo  condemned 
by  the  xxiiid  chapter  of  our  confefTion  :  in  both  which 
we  may  fee  the  clear  fcriptitre  texts,  cited  by  the  af- 
fembly,  for  refuting  and  condemning  any  fuch  toler¬ 
ation.  Ah  !  what  joy  may  all  this  caufe  at  Rome .! 
therefore  tell  it  not  in  Gath,  &c. 

As  the  Lord  did  fignally  countenance  our  reform¬ 
ers  praCtice,in  entering  intofolemn  and  national- cov¬ 
enants  with  God,  and  among  themfelves,  for  religion 
and  reformation,  by  the  pouring  out  of  his  fpirit  from 
on  high,  for  bringing  in  of  many  fouls  to  himfelf,  and 
for  overturning  idolatry  and  fuperftitlon,  and  advanc¬ 
ing  reformation  to  a  great  pitch,  m  fpite  of  all  the 
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enemies  and  difficulties  that  were  in  the  way ;  fo 
their  pradtice  of  national  covenanting,  even  under 
the  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  is  fufficiently'  war¬ 
ranted  both  by  the  light  of  nature,  and  by  the  word 
of  God,  and  that  in  both  Teftaments.  And  this  will1 
appear,  if  we  confider  the  fcripture-precedents,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  promifes  and  prophecies  of  the  Old- 
Teftament  relating  to  gofpel-times,  and  compare 
them  with  the  New ;  and  efpecially  thofe  which  fore- 
tel  the  unchurching  of  the  Jewiffi  nation,  and  the  in¬ 
grafting  of  the  Gentile  nations  in  their  room  ;  and 
that  thereupon  the  national  church-ftate  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Jews,  were  t©  be  transferred  to  Chriftian 
nations,  and  particularly  this  of  being  nationally  in 
covenant  with  God,  Which  prophecies  are  to  have 
their  fpecial  and  full  accomplifhment  at  Babylon’s 
downfal.  For  illuftrating  thefe  points,  and  applying 
the  fcripture-texts  relative  thereto,  I  might  expatiate 
in  feveral  fheets  of  paper,  if  it  were  proper  here.  I 
fhall  only  at  this  time  eite  fome  of  the  texts  that  may 
be  well  improven  to  the  forefaid  purpofes  ;  which 
the  reader  may  turn  to,  and  confider  at  his  leifure, 
fi*ch  as  Ifa.  xix.  18,  21,  23,  24,  25.  Ifa.  xlv.  23. 
Jer.  1.  4,  5.  the  lx.  lxi.  and  Ixii.  chapters  of  Ifaiah 
throughout.  Ifa.  !v.  3,  4,  5.  Micah  iv.  1,  2.  Zech. 
viii.  21,  22,  23.  Rev.  ii.  15.  Rom.  xi.  17*19.  Rom. 
x.  12,  19.  Match,  iii.  5,  6.  Adis  viii.  6,  12.  2Cor.  viii. 
5.  Matth.  xxr.  43.  Rom.  ix.  24,  25,  26.  compared 
with  Hof.  i.  9,  10,  1 1.  Hof.  ii.  23.  Likewife  I  might 
cite  feveral  prophecies  with  r^fpedito  the  iflands,  and 
utmoft  ends  of  the  earth,  which  were  peopled  by 
Japhet,  that  have  a  very  peculiar  and  favourable 
afpedt  to  this  covenanted  land. 

Befides  all  which,  it  is  evident  from  the  hrft  and 
great  command  of  the  law,  "which  is  dire&ed  to  If- 
rael  as  a  nation,  and  obligatory  under  the  New  Tef- 
tament  as  well  as  the  Old,  that  it  is  a  moral  duty  u- 
niverfally  and  perpetually  binding  upon  nations  and 
focieties,  as  well  as  fmgle  perfons,  to  chufe,  ac¬ 
knowledge,  and  avouch  the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  to 
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<walk  in  his  ways,  and  keep  his  ftatutes.  This  is  re— 
quired  in  the  firft  commandment,  according  to  the 
expofition  of  our  Larger  Catechifm  ,  and  is  there 
confirmed  by  thefe  texts,  that  warrant:  and  exempli¬ 
fy  the  practice  of  national  covenanting,  fneh  as  l)eut. 
xxvi.  1 6,  17.  Jofh.  xxiv.  22.  In  fuch  a  national 
way  did  our  fathers  of  old  acknowledge,  and  avouch 
the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  and  devote  themfelves  and1 
their  pofterity  to  the.  Lord.  And  bleffed  be  the 
Lord  our.  God,  who  did  many  ways  declare  himfelf: 
to  be  well  pleafed  with  the  bargain,  and  efpecially; 
by  filling  the  temple  with  his  glory.- 

As  the  prophets  and  godly  Jews  were  at  great 
pains  to  convey  to  pofterity  hiftorical  accounts  of  the 
wonderful  deliverances  God  wrought  for  Israel  at 
the  Red-fea;  and  in.  refcuing  them  from  Egypt, . 
Babylon,  and  other  enemies  :  Soitwrould  be  ufefuL 
to  fortify  our  reformation,  if  we  were  careful  to 
hand  down  to  the  rifing  generation  a  fenfe  of  God’s  * 
diftinguilhing.  mercies  to  this  land,  in  delivering  us 
from  fpirituai  Babylon,  and  in  refcuing  us  from; 
time  to  time  from  thefe  captains  that  have  fought  to 
lead  us  back  thither..  Many  a  time  hath  he  deliver¬ 
ed  us,  when  we  have  been  brought  very  low.. 

By  many  inftances  it  hath  appeared;  that  the  glo¬ 
rious  J e  h  o v-a  h  hath  not  been  afhamed  to  o  wn  fiis 
covenant-relation  to  this  finful  and  unworthy  land. 
God  forbid  that  we  of  this  age  (hould  be  afhamed  to  > 
own  our  covenant-relation  to  him.  This  hath  been 
both  our  glory  and  our  fafety  ;  and'  I  hope,  there 
will  ftill  be  found  a  remnant  to  own  it,  and  plead  it 
with  God  in  the  time  of  danger.  Surely,  it  is  not 
time  now  to  difclaim  it,  when  the  enemies  of  our  Zi¬ 
on  are  combining  together,  and  feeking  to  raze  hey 
to  the  foundation.  Let  all  her  lovers  cry  mightily 
to  her  covenanted  Lord,  in  her  behalf,  in  thefe  {bak¬ 
ing  times:  Let  diem  join  to  put  up  that  prayer  of 
the  Pfalmift,  Pfah  lxviii.  28.  “  Stengthen,  O  God, 

that  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  us  and  that  of 
Babakkuk,  Hab.  iii.  2.  “  Q  Lord,  revive  thy  work 
in  the  midft  of  the  years.”  May  27,  i727* 
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iVl  B .  The  forefaid  digrefflon  in  the  preface 
the  firft  edition  was  oecafioned  by  the  broaching  of 
Ibme  Sectarian  notions,  which  introduced  great  reel¬ 
ings  and  fflakings  in  this  corner,  and  other  parts  of 
this  church  ;  fince  which  time,  alas  !’  fhe  hath  enjoy¬ 
ed  little  peace  Within  her  walls,  or  pofterity  within 
her  palaces  ;  but  inilead  thereof,  die  hath  been  to/Ted 
With  tern pefts  and  troubles  of  various  kinds,  where¬ 
by  the  children  of  Zion  have  been  brought  and  dill 
lie  under  great  didrefs  and  affliction; 

The  firft  imprefflon  of  this  book  beingdifpofed  of,, 
and  a  fecond  called  for,  I  have  more  readily  confent- 
ed  to  it,  at  tlifs  time  of  general  calamity  and  didrefs, 
feeing  the  book  is  intended  as  a  directory  to  Chrid- 
ians  under  affliction,  whatever  fort  it  he.  It  cannot 
but  be  obvious  to  every  ferious  obferver,  that  the 
^Lord’s  Judgments  are  in  the  earth  at  this  day,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  are  generally  vifited 
with  calamities  of  divers  kinds,  both-  fpiritual  and* 
temporal which  makes  a  Directory  how  to  manage 
and  carry  under  them  the  more  feafonable  and  nece£*- 
fary. 

Ah!  the  Lord’s  hand  is  viffflly  lifted  up  again  (l 
us  at  this  day,  and  hath  been  for  ibme  years  pad,  in 
Cutting  up  the  church’s  womb,  blading  gofpel  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  withdrawing  his  Spirit  from  the  adefrr- 
blies  of  his  people,  and  from  ©ur  judicatories.  The 
flood-gate  is  opened  for  error,  infidelity,  and  loofe- 
nefs,  to  overfpread  the  land  ;  fb  that  the  gofpel  of 
ChriPr,  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  all  revealed  religion, 
are  contemned  and  ridiculed  by  many.  u  The  an** 
ger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  us  both  in  church  and 
date,  and  hatli  mingled  a  perverfe  fpirit  in  the  midfl 
of  us  yea,  hath  made  fuch  woful  breaches  amongft 
godly  minifters  and  Chriftians,  who  are  aiming  at  the 
fame  things,  that ‘no  balm  can  be  found  for  healing 
them.  There  is  a  way  opened  for  a  carnal  felf-feek- 
ing  miniftry  to  get  into  the  vineyard,  when  faithful; 
labourers  are  thruft  out,  and  godly  preachers  and 
ftudents  are  discouraged  from  entering  in.  Not  a 

*  «*  ..  few 


to  the  READER..  gh 

few  Chridian  congregations,  who  lately  were  harmo¬ 
nious  and  united  in  partaking  of:  gofpel-ordinances, 
are  now  fo  mifexafely  rent  and  fcattered,  through 
mournful  intrusions,  and  dividing  couries,  that  they 
cannot  worfhip  God  together  ;  and  many  of  them- 
are  wandering  likedlieep  having  no  fhepherdj  expofed 
to  beads  of  prey,  and  liable  to  perifh  in  a  date  of- 
ignorance  or  negligence. 

Likewife,  the  Lord's  hand  is  remarkably  lifted 
againft  us,  in  the  variety  of  temporal  judgments  and 
calamities  brought  upon  us  within  a  very  IKort  time 
pad.  Sometimes  the  Lord  fends  forth  his  dormy 
winds  with  extraordinary  violence,  fo  as  to  carry  ter¬ 
ror  and  deftru&ion  along  with  them,  both  by  fea  and. 
land,,  and  even  threaten  to  bury  us  in  the  ruins  of  our 
houfes.  Sometimes'  he  fends  fuch  long  continued 
rains  in  time  of  harved,  as  threaten  to  dedroy  the: 
whole  crop  before  our  eyes.  Sometimes  fuch  extra¬ 
ordinary  dorms  of  froft  and  fnow,  as  to  bind  up  the 
waters  and  mills,  that  food  cannot  be  prepared  for 
us,  and  we  are  ready  to  famifh  in  znidd  of  plentyv. 
Sometimes  he  fends  fuch  dedrudive  dorms  of  lights 
ening  and  thunder  from  heaven,  and  kindles  fuch 
violent  fires  on  earth,  that  whole  cities,  with  their  in¬ 
habitants  are  like  to  be  confumed  therewith.  Upon 
our  neighboring  countries  dreadful  inundations  have- 
been  fent  of  late,  for  dedroy ing'tbe  inhabitants  with 
their  cattle  and  ededs.  Again*, God  hath  vifited  us 
■with  long  continued  drought,  cold,  and  unnatural 
dorms  in  the  fpfing,  and  fometimes  wijth  froft  in  midft 
of  dimmer,  which  have  bro’t  on  extraordinary  fcarcity- 
and  dearth  of  vidual ;  fo  that  there  are  great  dii  orders 
committed  in  the  land  by  riots  and  tumults  for  want 
of  food,  and  multitudes  of  families  are  didolved,  and 
forced  to  wander  begging  their  bread  ;  and  the  cat¬ 
tle  alfo  are  famifhed  for  want  of  grafs  and  food  to 
fuftain  them.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  engaged  in*. 
war  with  cruel  enemies,  who  feize  our  fhips,  carry 
our  countrymen  captive,  throw  them  into  dun? 
geons  and  noifome  prifons,  where  they  ufe  them  ba^ 
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baroufly  ;  yea,  much  of  their  blood  is  fbed  and  many 
valuable  lives  are  loft  in  our  defence.  And  belidcs 
our  other  calamities,  we  fuffer  greatly  through  de¬ 
cay  of  trade  and  merchandife,  and  penury  of  money  ; 
in  many  places  merchants,  tradefmen  and  artificers 
want  bufinefs ;  there  is  no  work  nor  hire  for  labour¬ 
ers,  and  for  thofewho  would  ufe  honeft  induftry  for 
bread,  whether  men  or  women  ;  fo  that  want;  “  is 
come  upon  us  as  one  that  travelleth,  and  Poverty 
like  an  armed  man  and  many  are  reduced  to  ex¬ 
treme  mifery,  and  fiarving  circum  fiances  for  lack  of 
bread. 

By  all  which  proceedings  rt  appears  that  God 
hath  a  peculiar  controverfy  with  Scotland,  and  threat¬ 
ens  to  punifh  her  remarkably  for  her  heinous  fins 
and  provocations.  The  Lord’s  hand  hath  been  long 
lifted  up  agamfi  us,  and  now  it  is  higher  lifted  up 
than  ever  ;  and  the  higher  it  is  lifted  up,  the  blow 
is  like  to  be  the  feverer  when  given.  He  hath  fent 
many  lefler  firokes  and  judgments  upon  us,  as  fore¬ 
runners  and  warnings  of  greater,  which  he  hath 
ftill  in  referve  for  us,  if  we  repent  not ;  for  his  mag¬ 
azine  is  far  from  being  exhaufted.  As  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  caufes  for  thefe  calamities  of  ours,  fo  I  think  there 
is  a  principal  one  mentioned,  Matth.  xxiv.  1 2.  “  In¬ 
iquity  doth  abound,  and  the  love  of  many  is  waxed 
cold.”  Infidelity,  immorality,  and  contempt  of  the 
gofpel,  are  come  to  a  prodigious  height  ;  our  hearts 
are  become  cold  and  frozen  to  Chrift  and  his  interefi, 
to  his  people  and  holy  laws  ;  for  which  caufe  God 
is  provoked  to  fend  fuch  judicial  cold  an.d  frofts  upon 
our  land,  and  the  fruits  of  the  Earth,  fo  as  to  maT 
and  diminifh  our  crops,  and  reduce  both  men  and 
beafts  to  the  greateft  ftraits. — And  yet  fo  great  is 
our  impenitency  and  perverfenefs,  that  we  will  not 
fee  the  Lord’s  hand,  nor  be  reformed  by  all  thefe 
judgments. 

It  might  well  he  expe&ed,  when  the  Lord’s  judg¬ 
ments  are  fo  vifibly  in  the  earth,  that  not  only  his 
people  br  profeffion,  bnt  even  the  inhabitants  of  the 

world 
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world  would  learn  righteoufnefs,  according  to  I  fa. 
xxv i.  9.  But,  alas !  fo  perverfe  are  we  in  walking 
contrary  to  God,  that  neither  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world,  nor  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  feparated  from 
the  world,  will  alter  their  courfe,  nor  learn  righte- 
oufnefs  ;  nay,  inftcad  of  that,  many  are  learning  (till 
more  wickednefs.  M  Shall  I  not  viiit  for  thefe  things  ? 
faith  the  Lord  ;  and  {hall  not  my  foul  be  avenged 
on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?”  Alas  !  hath  he  not  been 
provoked  to  fay  concerning  us,  as  he  did  concerning 
his  ancient  people.  Lev.  xxvi.  23,  24.  “  If  ye  will  not 
be  reformed  by  thefe  things*  but  will  walk  contrary 
unto  me  ;  then  will  I  alfo  walk  contrary  unto  you, 
and  will  bring  feven  times  more  plagues  upon  you, 
according  to  your  fins/*  And  iikewife  to  fay  unto 
us,  as  unto  them,  “  When  ye  fpread  forth  your 
hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;  and  when  ye 
fail  and  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear  ;  but  I 
will  confume  you  with  the  fword,  with  the  famine, 
and  with  the  peftilence,''  as  in  Ifa.  i.  15.  Jer.  xiv.  12. 

The  fword,  famine,  and  peftilence,  are  God's  three 
mortal  arrows,  which  he  commonly  threatens  to 
{hoot  again  ft  impenitent  and  incorrigible  offenders. 
Two  of  thefe  are  already  {hot  againft  us  :  the  fword 
is  drawn,  and  much  of  our  countrymen's  blood  is  al¬ 
ready  fhed  ;  and  what  further  ftreams  of  it  may  flow 
before  it  be  put  up  in  its  (heath,  God  only  knows. 
The  evil  arrow  of  famine  (as  God  calls  it,  Ezek.  v. 
16.)  is  let  fly  againft  us  at  the  fame  time,  and  fam¬ 
ine  is  the  arrow  which  is  the  foreft  of  the  three. — 
When  it  was  put  to  David's  choice  which  of  the  three 
he  would  be  the  butt  of,  he  would  not  chufe  fam¬ 
ine.  The  prophet  Joel  doth  bewail  and  deprecate 
this  judgment  in  the  moft  pathetic  manner,  and  calls 
the  whole  land  to  fading  and  prayer  for  removing 
it,  Joel  i.  10, 14.  and  we  fee,  when  God  is  moft  an¬ 
gry,  and  threatens  to  fpend  his  arrows  upon  a  guilty 
people,  he  begins  with  the  arrow  of  famine,  as  the 
(oreft,  as  in  Deut.  xxxii.  23,  24.  “  I  will  fpend  mine 
arrows  upon  them  ;  they  (hall  be  burnt  with  hun¬ 
ger/' 
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ger.  jy  And  we  fee  what  the  Spirit  of  God  faith  of 
thofe  who  die  by  this  arrow,  Lam.  iv.  9.  “  They  that 
be  flain  with  the  fword  are  better  than  they  that  be 
ilain  with  hanger  ;  for  -thefe  pine  away,  ftricken 
through  for  want  of  -the  fruits  of  the  field  and 
therefore-  their  death  is  rnofii  lingering  an&miferable. 
Likewife  famine*  ufeth  to  bring  on  the  mod  noilome 
and  mortal  difeafes,  and  frequently  the  peftilence 
doth  follow  upon  the  back  of  famine.  Is  it  not  high 
time  then,  for  our  land  to  take  the  alarm,  when  God 
begins  to  Ihoot  his  evil  arrows  ?  When  the  lion  roars 
-2t  becomes  11s  to  fear,  yea,  to  humble  ourfelves  in  the 
duft,  and<  mourn  for  our  iniquities,  which  kindle  the. 
fire  of  his  wrath. 

Let  us  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  again  to 
the  Lord,  from  whom  we  have  deeply  revolted :  and 
particularly,  let  us  mourn  for  and  turn  from  thefe 
fins  which  the  word  of  God  points  out  as  bringing 
on  famine  ;  filch  as,  1.  Afcribing  our  earthly  com¬ 
forts  and  bleflings  to  other  things  than  God,  the  true 
author.  This  fin  we  find  threatened  with  fcarcity 
and  famine,  Jer.  xliv.  17,  26,  27.  Hof.  ii.  5,  9.  2. 

Perverting  of  plenty  to  luxury  and  prodigality,  fen- 
fuality  and  excefs,  revellings  and  dancings,  balls  and 
affemblies.  W e  lee  how  thefe  are  threatened,  Ifa. 
v.  11,  12,  13.  Amos  *vi.  4,  6,  7.  3,=  Rejecting  the 

bread  of  life,  and  defpifing  the  food  of  our  fouls. — 
God  ufeth  to  punilh  men  for  this  fin,  by  depriving  - 
them  of  bread  for  their  bodies,  Jer.  xi.  21,  22.  4. 

Men’s  minding  their  own  things  more  than  the  things 
of  God  ;  and  negle&ing  to  build  his  houfe,  and  put 
refpe<5t  upon  his  ordinances.  Upon  fuch  accounts 
God  brings  on  fcarcity  and  famine,  Hag.  i.  9,  10,  1 1. 
5.  Covenant-breaking,  and  dealing  cruelly  with  the 
poor,  or  with  Grangers  that  liye  among  us  ;  it  is 
for  thefe  fins  that  God  fent  the  three  years  famine 
upon  theiand  of  Ifrael,  2  Sam.  xxi.  1. 

Moreover,  let  us  look  upon  all  thefe  temporal 
dorms  and  calamities  which  are  come,  or  coming  up¬ 
on  the  land,  as  warnings  to  prepare  for  a  more  aw¬ 
ful 
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ial  ftomi  that  we  mud  all  meet  with,  namely,  the 
dorm  of  death  and  judgment ;  let  us  dand  habitually 
piepared  for  that  dorm,  and  then  other  dorms  will 
mot  fo  much  affedjt  us.  If  it  be  aided.  What  we  ihall 
do  to  be  fafe  in  the  time  of  that  trying  dorm  ?  the 
-onfwer  is,  Let  us  fee  that  We  be  among  the  broken 
in  heart,  or  fin  cere  penitents,  who  are  heartily  gfrev- 
■  ed  for  all  known  fins  :  that  we  he  true  believers  in 
Chrid,  who  trud  in  nothing  but  his  righteoufnefs  and 
merits  for  juflifieation  and  falvation  ;  that  we  be 
born  again,  and  made  new  creatures  by  a  faying 
change  both  in  heart  and  life  :  that  it  he  our  grent 
buimefs  to  clear  tip  our  evidences  of  peace  with  God 
^ferough  Chrid,  and  our  title  to  the  man  dons  which 
he  hath  purchafed  by  his  blood.  O  that  God’s  judg- 
ments,  when  they  are  in  the  earth,  were  means  to 
awaken  its  to  dee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  to  Chrid 
our  refuge  !  When  the  floods  of  great  waters  are 
dwelling  u,p  to  the  brim,  our  only  fafety  is  to  fecure  a 
hi  ding-place  in  Chrift^s  wounds. 

-Let  us  follow  the  example  of  Noah,  who  when  he 
law  UK ?  flood  coming,  took  warning,  and  prepared 
an  ark  for  favmg  kimfelfand  his  houfehoid,  Heb.  xi. 

T  *  a  Uu  even/mitate  &e  Egyptians  that  feared  the 
Lord  ;  they,  when  Warned  of  the  dreadful  dorm  of 

had  that  was  coming  on  the  land,  made  their  fer- 
vants  and  cattle  to  flee  into  the  houfes,  Exod.  ix.  20. 
Ood  hath  m  mercy  provided  chambers  for  his  peo- 
pi-  to  hide  themfelves  in  when  dorms  are  coming, 
even  the  chambers  of  his  attributes  and  promifes, 
ke  chamber  of  Chrid  s  wounds  and  intcrcef- 
*  on ,  m  thefe  only  we  can  find  fafety  :  let  us  then 
emer  into  them  by  fdth,  when  he  invites  us,  Ifa.  xxvi. 

Seeing,  in  thefe  evil  days,  we  have  fo  many  bar- 
bmgeis  and  forermmers  of  death  before  our  eyes,  it 

wiitfofffomt  ^  °Ur  rird0m  t0  keeP  0UrCelves  ftill  in  a 

vr;frfure’  fways  ^  a»d  to  die.— 

f.  :  there-m  tlus  weary  land  to  tempt  us  to  de- 
abide  in  it  >  is  it  not  a  laiid  overwhelmed  with 
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fin  and  forrow  ?  O  believers,  are  you  tofTed  with  tem- 
pefts  here  ?  Seek  the  wings  of  a  dove,  that  you  may 
dee  away,  and  be  at  reft.  Be  habitually  deftring  to 
depart,  that  you  may  be  with  Chrift.  Surely  for  you 
to  die  is  gain,  yea,  infinite  gain  !  Vi  hat  are  the  im¬ 
aginary  pleafures  of  this  world  to  the  real  happinefs 
of  the  next  ?  Though  the  ftruggles  of  death  be  griev¬ 
ous  to  nature,  yet  the  gain  of  dying  fhould  reconcile 
you  to  it.  You  do  not  ftick  at  the  trouble  of  putting 
off  your  clothes  at  night,  to  gain  a  little  reft  to  youi 
bodies  ;  and  why  fhould  you  ftick  at  unclothing  your- 
felvcs  of  the  garment  of  flefh  at  God’s  call,  to  gam 
cverlafting  reft -to  your  fouls,  and  the  fruition  of 
Chrift’s  glorious  prefence  forever  ?  ‘Let  the  thoughts 
of  this  gain  put  you  upon  ufing  all  means  to  get 
your  hearts  weaned  from  the  love  of  the  world,  and 


word  will  then  be  our  hope. 
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'Hi  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  my- 
felf,  that  where  I  am,  there*  ye  may  be  alfo,  John 
xiv.  2,  3-. 

Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall  live  alftr,  John  xiv.  19. 

Chrift  faith,  “  Surely  I  come  quickly.”  anfw.  “  A- 
men.  Even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus,”  Rev.  xxii.  20. 

There  remameth  a  reft  to  the  people  of  God,  Heb. 
iv.  9^ 

I  have  waited  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord,  Gen. 
*lix.  i8.~ 

Lord,  now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in 
peace.  For  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation, 
Luke  ii,  29,  30. 

He  is  the  rock,  and  his  work  is  perfect,  Dent, 
xxxii.  4. 

The  Lord  will  perfeft  that  which  concerneth  me, 
Pfal,  cxxxviii.  8.< 

Being  confident - that  he  which  hath  begun  a 

good  work  in  you*  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of 
Jefus  Chrift*  Philip.  1.  L 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
fhall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth.  And 
though  after  my  fkin,  worms  deftroy  this 'body,  yet 
in  my  fiefh  fhall  I  fee  God  ;  whom  I  fhall:  ' fee  for 
myfelf,  and  mine  eyes  fhall  behold,  and  not  anoth¬ 
er  ;  though  my  reins  be  confirmed  within  me,  Job 
xix.  25,  26,  27. 

Although  myhoufe  be  not  fo  with  God  ;  yet 
he  -hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant, 
ordered  in  all  things  andfufe  ;  for  this  is  all  my  fal¬ 
vation,  and  all  my  defire,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 

Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
fhadow  of  death*  I  will  fear  no  evil  ;  for  thou  art 
with  me,.  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 

Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  fpirit :  thou  haft  re¬ 
deemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth,  Pfal.  xxxi.  5. 

For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever;  he 
will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death*  Pi-ail.  xiviii.  14. 

Thou  fhalt  guide  me  with  thy  counfeL  att&after- 

‘  -  V  .  •  •  •  •  , 
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wards  receive  me  to  glory.  Whom  'have  I  in  hea¬ 
ven  bait  thee?  and  there  ii.  none  upon  earth  that  £ 
defire  beiides  thee.  My  ftefband  toy  heart  faileth  : 
but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  por¬ 
tion  for  ever,  PfaL  1  xxiii.  245  25,  >6:. 

The  facrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  fpfrit  :  a  bro¬ 
ken  and  a  contrite  heart,  OCod,  thou  wilt  not  ds~ 
fpife,  Pfal.  li.  17. 

O  that  I  ]iad  wings  like  a  dove  !  for  then  would 

•  o 

I  fly  away,  and  be  at  red.  I  would  ha  ben  my  es¬ 
cape  from  the  windv  ftorm.  and; tern pe ft.,  Pfalm.  lv.. 
S>  8.  /  - 

Though  fb  hare  lien  among  the  pots,  yet  dial!  ye 
be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  lilver,  and 
her  feathers  with  yellow  gold,  Pfal.  Ixyiii,  13. 

The  blood  of  Jefus  C'hrift  his  foil  cleanfeth  its 
£rbni  all  fin,  1  John  i.  7. 

Having  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the 
blood  of  Jefus,  Heb.  x.  19* 

He  hath  faid,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake 
thee.  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  yefterdayy  to-day  and, 
forever,  tieb.  xiii.  5,  8. 

He  retaineth  not  his  anger  forever,  becaufe  he  de- 
lighteth  in  mercy,  Micah  vii.  18, 

Though  he  day  me,  yet  Will  X  truft  in  him,  Job 
*SsSi.  15. 

In  his  name  fhall  the  Gentiles  truR,  Matth.  xrt.  21*. 
Bleffed  are  all  they  that  put  their'  trull  in  him* 
Pfal,  li.  12. 

,He  kiioweth  out  fVatne,  he  rtmembereth  that  we. 
are  dull,  Pfalm  cm.  14. 

I  lothe  it,  I  would  not  live  alway,  Job  vn.  1 6. 1 
We  know  that  if  our  earthly  heujffe  of  this  taber¬ 
nacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God  an 
houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
We  are  Willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  body, 
and  prefent  with  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  v.  1.  S. 

For  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain. 
Having  a  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  With  Chrift  * 

Which  is  far  better.  Philip,  i.  ti>  £3. 

T  My, 
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And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for  ?  my  hope  is  in 
thee,  Pfalm  xxxix.  7. 

My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.  His  left  hand 
is  under  my  head,  and  his  right  hand  doth  embrace 
me.  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come  thou  fouth 
blow  upon  my  gar  den,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may 
flow  out  £*  let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and 
eat  his  pleafant  fruits.  Until  the  day  break,  and 
fhadows  dee  away.-  Make  hafte,  my  beloved,  and 
be  thou  like  to  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  maun- 
tains  of  fpices,  Gant.  ii.  6,  16,  17.  and  iv.  16.  and. 
viii.  14.. 

O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where-  is 
thy  victory  ?  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us 
the  vitfory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Cor. 


xv.  55.  57.. 

The  time  of  my  departure  is  ,at  hand,,  I  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I-  have -finifhed  my  courfe,.  I  hgve  kept 
the  faith*.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righte- 
ous  Judge  fhall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me 
only,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  a 
2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8. 

The  day  of  death*  is  better  than  tlie  day  o 
birth*  Ecclef.  vii.  1. 


And  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes*  and  there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  for- 
r.ow,  nor  crying*  neither  fhall  there  beany  more  pain, 
for  the  former  things  are  pafied  away,  Rev.  xxi.  4. 

This  faithful  faying  and  worthy  of  all  accep¬ 
tation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to 
five  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief.  xTiimi.  15. 

Godfo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave,  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  fon,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fliould 
not  perifh,  but  have  everlasting  life,  John  iii.  1 6. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew 
To  fin;  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  in  him,  2  Cor.  v.  21. 

Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift,  2 

Cor*  ix.  15.  :  \ 
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Blefled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifracl,  for  he  hath 
vifited  and  redeemed  his  people,  and  hath  raifed  up 
an  horn  of  falvation  for  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant 
David,  Luke  i.  68,  69.  . 

Them  which  fleep  in  Jefus,  will  God  bring  with 
him.  Then  fhall  we  be  Caught  up  together  with  them 
in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  :  and  fo 
fhall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  1  ThefT.  nr.  14,  1 7. 

Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  tis  from  our 
fins-  in  his  own  blood,  &c.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  {lain,  to  receive  power,  and  glory,  Rev.  i.  5.  and 
v.  12. 

We  know  that  we  have  palled  from  death  unto 
life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren,  1  John  iii.  4. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things.' 
prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  fhall  be-  able  to  feparate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 
Lord,  Rom.  viii.  38,  39. 

I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
unto  him,  againft  that  day,  2  Tim.  i.  12. 

I  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  that  I  may 
win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine 
own  righteou fnefs,  &c.  Philip,  iii.  8.  9. 

Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom, 
and  righteoufnefs,  and  fan&ification,,  and  redemp¬ 
tion,  1  Cor.  i.  30. 

We  rejoice  in  Chrifl:  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence 
in  the  fiefh,  Philip,  iii.  3. 

Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which  hath  made 
ns  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 

faints  in  light,  Col.  i.  12. 

Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds  ;  and  every  eye 
lhall  fee  him.  Amen.  Even  fo,  come  Lord  Je&$* 
Rev.  i.  7.  and  xxii.  20 . 

Dundety  $tb  JuttCy  *74I# 

-  .  Some 
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Some  of  the  Author's  Dying  Ejaculations,  as :  they  were 
written  by  hlmfelf  a  few  days  before  he  died,  and  left  ' 
with  his  Bible  lying  on  his  pillow,  ihc  ~  day  of  May, 

I750,  * 

OLET  me  £Ieep  in  Jefus  l  * 

I  would  not  live  always  in  this  evil  world, - 
tnat  has  little  in  it  tempting,  andfeems  ftiil  to  grow 
worfe,  and  where  the  torrent  of  fin  and  backffiding 
feems  to  grow  ilnonger. 

I  would  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be 'with  Chrifi, 
which  is  far  better  than  to  be  here.  1  am  willing- 
rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with 
the  Lord.  Whom  have  f  in  heaven  but.  thee  ?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  I  defire  befides  thee  :  for  * 
though  my  heart,  ftrength,  and  ftefti  fail;  yet  the 
Lord  will  be  the  ftrength  of  xny  heart,  and  my  por¬ 
tion  for  ever. 

Now,  Lord,  what  wait  X  for  ;  my  hope  is  in  thee  $■  i 
i  have  waited  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord.' 

O  for  Simeon's  frame,  to  be  faying,  u  Lord,  now 
letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  y 
eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation  ” 

»Vhen  Chrift  fays,  <(  Purely  X  come  cpdocly 
may  my  foul  anfwer,  41  Even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus/3  * 
I  am  living  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  yea, . 
dying  in  the  Lord.  Even  fo  come.  I  am  detain¬ 
ed  here  upon  the  fhore,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to 
carry  me  over  this  Jordon.  I  have  waited,  and 
will  wait  for  thy  falvation,  O  Lord,  The  I.ord  bu 
a  Rock,  and  his  work  is  perfeft  :  Lord,  perfect  what 
concerneth  me. 

O  that  I  could  fay  with  Paul,  44  The  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  kept  the  faith,  I  have 
fought  tire  good  fight,  I  have  run  my  race,  I  have 
unified  my  courfe  ;  henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which .  the  righteous  Lord 
will  give  me  at  his  coming.” 

I  am  vile  and  polluted,  O  how  fhall  I  be  cleanfed  f 
Ikt  that  is  a  CQEiforubJe  44  The  blood  of 
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Jefus  Ciirift  his  Son  cleanfeth  us  trom  all  fin.”  An4 
fo  is  that,  “  Though  ye  have  lain  among  the  pots, 
ye  fhall  be  as  doves,  whofe  wings  are  covered  with 
lilver,  and  their  feathers  with  yellow  gold. 

I  refolve  to  obey,  to  fubmit  to  the  Lord’s  will,  to 
die  like  Mofes  and  Aaron,  the  one  at  mourit  Hof, 
the  other  at  mount  Abarim.  They  went  up,  ana 

died  there  at  the  command  of  the  Lord; 

O  that' when  my  tiefh  and  ftrength  fail,  God  may 
be  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for 
ever  !  When  now  the  Keepers  of  the  houfe  do 
tremble,  O  that'  God’  may  be  the  Keeper !  When  thef 
grinders  ceafej  becatlfe  they  are  few,  O-  that  God’ 
Would  feed  my  foul  with  manna,  that  Will  need  none' 
of  thefe  implements  !  when  the  daughters  of  mufic' 
are  brought  low,  O  to  be  fitted  for  the  heavenly  muf¬ 
ic  above  P  wheri  the  lookers  out  at  the  windows  are 
darkened,  O  that  my  foul  may  be  enlightened  to  fee 

Jefus  my  Redeemer.*  - '  ,  •  ' 

Lord,  help  the  unbelief  and  infidelity  of  my  heart ; 
arid  help  to  more  of  the  faith’  of  a  rifen  Jefus,  and 
afceiided  Redeemer.-  G  let  me  believe  and  feel  the 
fweetnefs  of  that  word  of  Chriff,  u  I  afeend  to  my 
father  and  your  father,  and  to  my  God  and  your 

God.”  .  r  ; 

G  hoW  fhall  fuch  ait  unholy  creature  as  1  prefume 

info  fuch  a  pure  and  holy  place  !  But  the  apokle  has 

taught' us,  we  may  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the 

holiefl  of  all  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.’ 
k  O  that  when  the  time  of  my  lafl  combat  comes 
Wi’th-mv  Inft  enemy  death,*  I  may  be  helped  above, 
all  to  take  the  lhield  of  faith,  whereby  I  may  be  re¬ 
lieved  from  the  fling  of  death,  and  may  quench  the 

fiery  darts  of  the  wicked' one.  .. 

O  tliat  I  may  be  helped  to  adore  the  fovereignty  oh 
God,  kifs  his  rod,  and  humbly  fubmit  to  it.  Save  me 
from  both  extremes  ;  let  me  never  defpife  the  chatt¬ 
ing  of  the  Lord, nor  faint  when  I  am  rebuked  of  him: 

Now  the  prince  of  darknefs  will  fludy  to  fade  tern- 
pefts  of  temptations  to  fhipwreck  the  poor  weather- 
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Ifeaten-veffel  of  my  foul,  when  it  would  enter  into* 
die  harbour  of  red  above  ;  nray -Chrift 'come  to  be 
pilot,  fleer  the  helm,  and  it  fhall  befafei 

O  for  more  faith  !  *  may  my  faith  i  ripen  to  a  full 
n  durance,  that  I  may  go  off  the  ftage  repicing,  and1 
that  an  abundant  entrance  may  be  mini  fie  redto  me 
into  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  JefusCh  rift. 

O  for  more  faith,  that  I  may  die  hke  Simeon  when 
he  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  faying,  “  Now  let  thy  ier- 
vant  depart  in  peace,  mine  eyes  have  faen  thy  falva-  , 
tion.”  -  ■ 

Lord,  one  fmile  of  thy  .countenance  would  banifL 
away  all  my  doubts  and  fears,  and  make  me  fmg  in 
pai-ns. 

Is  my  Redeemer  gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  u$  $  ■ 
why  fhould  1  be  To  flothful  to  follow  his  fleps,  when 
lie  is  faying,  Come  up  hither  ?  come  up,  dwell  here : 
come  up,  reign  here  ;  come  up,  fmg  here  ? 

0  Lord,  deliver  my  foul  from  death,  mine  eyes 
from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling,;  O  fave  me 
from  the  horrible" pit,  draw  me  out  of  the  miry  clay, 
let  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  eftablilhmy  goings,  and  i 
put  a  newfoRg  in  my  mouth. 

O  give  grace  to  drive  by  faith  and  prayer  to  enter  . 
m  at  the  ftrait  gate.  Lord,  thou  haft  bid  me  knock, 
imd  it  fhall  be  opened  i  :alk,  and  ye  fhall  receive  ;  , 
feek,  and  ye  fhall  ffndr  Lord,  I  knock;  open  unto  - 
me  ;  Lord,  I  would  be  in;  I  mufl  be  in-;  let  me  but 
in  over  the  threfbold  ;  let  me  in  within  fight  of  my 
Redeemer’s  face,  within  fight  of  the  froiles  of  his 
countenance  ;  let  me  within  hearing  of  the  fbngs  of  ' 
the  Redeemed  ;  let  me  get  to  the.  outfide  of  that 
praifmg  company  ;  I  will  be  well  enough  if  I  get  in. 

Lord,  in  1  muft  be,  out  I  cannot  flay  ;  O  ftiut  me  ■ 
not  out  with  {wearers,  Sabbath -breakers,  and  profane  - 
perform.  Lord,  I  never  chafed  their  company  while 
ifi  this  world:  Lord,  do  not  gather  my  foul  with  * 
firmer s  hereafter.  , 

The  redeemed  are  gathering,  and  the  wicked  are  - 
gathering,  Lord,  gather  me  with  thy  dock  :  they  arew 

.  fail.  r 
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faft  a  gathering  ;  the  church’s  head  is  gone  ;  he  has- 
left  the  earth,  and  entered  into  his  glory ;  my  bre¬ 
thren  and  friends*  many  of  them- have  arrived  where 
he  is  ;  I  am  yet  behind;  O  how  great  is  the  differ¬ 
ence  betwixt  my  hate  and:  th'eirs.  I  am  groaning 
out  my  complaint,  they  are  Tinging  God’s  praife  :  f 
am  in  darknefs,  and  cannot  fee  thy  face,  but  they 
behold  thee  face  to  fade.  O  Chould  I  be  fatisfied  to- 
flay  behind,  when  my  friends  are  gone !  Shall  I  wan¬ 
der  here  in  a  hungry  defart,  when  they  are  triumph* 
mg  above,  and  dividing  the  fpoil  ?  O  help  me  to 
look  after  them  with  a  fledfaft  eye,  and  cry,  O  Lord, 
jhow  long ! 

O  heavenly  Father,  draw  me  after  Jefus  ;  for  none 
can  come  to  him  without  thy  aid.  G  Father,  draw 
me  up  there  where  he  is,  and  I  will  mount  up  as  on 
eagle’s  wings.  O  draw  me  ;  and  when  thou  fee  mi- 
eft  to  fly  from  me,  Lord,  enable  me  to  follow  hard 
after  thee. 

O  thott  who  rememberefl  the  dying  thief,  when 
on  the  way  to  thy  kingdom,  O  remember  me  when 
now  feated  in  thy  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my  foul,  when- 
I  am  dying,  “  This  day.  fhalt  thou  be  with;  me 

paradi fed*  '  i'  ; 

Lord,  I  am  called  to  the  work  Inever  did,  O  give 
me  the  flrength  I  never  had.  O  ftrengthen  me  like 
Samfon  for  this  once,  when  at  death,  to  puli  down 
the  flrong  holds  of  fin  in  me.  Lord,  wafh  away  my 
fins  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  then  my  foul  fhall  not 
fenk  in  the  ocean  of  thy  wrath. 

.  >  O  ^Lat  is  my  life  but  a  vapour  !  a  fand  glafs-  of 
fixty  or  feventy  years  i  O  how  fail  does  it  run  down  1 
Bow  foon  runs  it  out  1  Vain,  vain  is  the  love  of  life  1 
0  give  me  grace  to  overcome  the  love  of  life, :andi  the* 
fear  of  death.  O  for  more  patience'  and  left  fret- 
tin^.  If  the  damned  had*hope  of  being  faved  from; 
heif  after  a  tboufand  years  of  my  pain,  how  willing¬ 
ly  would  they  endure  it?  Bleifed  be  God,  my  pains 
are  not  hell*  their  ftate  is  not  mine. 

Lord,  draw  near  to  me,  and  frve  roe  ;  my  body 

is* 
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Is  fiill  of  trouble,  and  my  life  draws  near  to  the  grave. 
But  Lord,  thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life  :  O 
make  thy  loving-kindnefs  fore  to  me,  and  I  will  will¬ 
ingly  part  with  this  dying  life. 

Oh  that  I  could  make  all  the- world  Lee  the  beau- 
tv  of  my  precious  and  adorable  ‘Saviour. 

'  Nothing  but  an  intereft  in  Chrift  can  give  peace  in 
life,  or  comfort  in  death.  He  is  the  chief  among  ten 
thoufand,  and  altogether  lovely.  My  body  is  in  part 
dead,  but  I  know,  I  cannot  die  eternally  while  Jefus 
lives.  Lmuft  go  down  to  the  grave  ;  but  whar  is 
the  grave  ;*  it  is  but  a  refining  pot  fince  my  Saviour 
lay;  in  it,  it  is  but  a  bed  of  rofes.  “  He  is  the  rofe  of 
^Sharon,  and  the  lily  of  the  valley. 

It  was  his  free  grace  that  drew  me,  and  made  me 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power  ;  no  defire,  no  merit 
fin  me,  it  was  all  free  and  undeferving.  .  ^  - 

O  let  the  chaftifement  ofrny  body  be  the  medicine 
of  my  foul,  to  cure  me  of  lin,  and  bring  me  to  fincere 
repentance  ;for  it  :  for  Chrift  was*  wounded  for  our 
.  tranfgreflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities  5  the 
chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him. 

Lord,  remember  the  -chaftifement  of  Chrift  for  fin, 
and  let  my  pains  be  the  chaftifement  of  a  father,  and 
not  the  wounds  of  an  enemy.  Let  Chrift’ s  fufferings 
mitigate  mine.  -  ' .  . 

I  rejoice  in  the  profpeft  of  that  glorious  inherit¬ 
ance  referved  fafe.  I  could  not  comfortably  enter 
eternity  any  other  way  but  in  and  through  this  God- 
man  Mediator  ;  if  he  was  not  God  as  Well  as  man, 
,1  could  not  be  Supported,  but  he  is  God. 

Oh,  this  precious  Saviour,  he  is  my  all  in  all ;  he 
is  my  all  fufficient  good,  my  portion,  andmy  choice* 
in  him  my  vaft  defines  are  fulfilled,  and  all  my 
powers  rejoice  ;  I  am  travelling  through  a  wilder - 
nefs  to  a  city  of  habitation,  whofe  builder  and  maker 
is  God. 

Oh,  delightful  thought  l  that  I,  who  was  gifing 
oa  infin,  fhould  be  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the 
burning.  Oh  how  will  they  lie  oa  a  death-bed 

who 
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who  have  nothing  but  their  own  works  to  fly  to  4 
'■with  only  this  to  depend  on,  1  fhould  be  the  molt 
'•  miierable  of. all  creatures. ;  but  the  long  white  robe 
‘  of  my  redeemers  righfceOufnefs  is  ail  my  defire. 
They  are  truly  blefftxi,  they  alone  are  happy  who 
are  enabled  to  exult  in  the  garment  cf  celeftial  glory, 

•  which  never  waxeth  old,  in  the  illrdlrioustobes'of  a 
Saviour’s  contaminate  righteoufnefs,  which  are  in¬ 
corruptible  and  immortal.  This  is  a  robe  winch 

;  hides  every  fin,  of  thought,  word,  or  deed,  that  I 

•  committed.  Oh  how  unlpeakably  happy  are  they, 
who  axe  jiiftlfied  by  this  ali-perfedt  right eoutaefs  of 

•  Lord  Jefus  Chriii,  and- who  therein  can  coaftant-  * 
ly  triumph  and  glory  ! 

Lord,  I  live  upon  C-hrift,  I  live  upon  his  rtgh- 
'  teoufneta,  I  live  upon  bis  blood  and  merits-;  yea  I 
die  alfo  leaning  wholly  upon  this  bottom.  It  is  not 
pa  ft  experiences  or  manifeftadons  I  depend  upon  : 
it  is  Chrift  a  prefent  atatalieient  Saviour,  and  per- 

-  tact  aighteoufnefs  in  him,  I  look"  to.  Ail  my  attain¬ 
ments  are  but  lefs  and  dung  befides  him. 

When  I  find  myfelf  polluted,  I  go  to  this  foun¬ 
tain  lor  cleanfmg.  Lord,  give  me  delight  in  apt 
preaching,  to  thee-;  delight  to  he  at  a  "throne  of 
grace.  O  that  I  could  make  my  bed  there,  lie  and 

-  die  there. 

\  *  •».;.*  ,  .... 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffers  violence,  and  tire 
violent  take  it  by  force.  O  for  ftrength  to  offer  - a 
Toly  violence  by  faith  and  prayer. 

* ‘  Thus  the  Author  died  as  he  lived,  teftifying  the 
power  of  religion  upon  himfelf  ;  and  that  at  a 
ctime  when  men  have  moll  meed  of  its  comforts. 
The  foregoing  words  are  tranferibed  from  his 
own  manufeript,  now  lying  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Bell,  iruniller  at  Aberbrotshcck ” 

WILLIAM  BELL. 
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A  Diredory  for  a  Family  or  Perfon  under 
Affiidkm,  by  Sicknefs  or  otherwife. 


THE  INTRODUCTION. 

MAN,  when  he  firft  dropt  from  his  Maker’s 
hands,  was  a  holy  and  innocent  creature,, 
pure  from  fin,  and  confequently  free  from  ficknefs 
and  trouble,  enjoying  uninterrupted  health  and  prof- 
peritv  both  in  body  and  foul.  But  no  fooner  was  he 
tainted  with  fin,  but  he  became  liable  to  all  forts  of 
miferies,  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  :  his  foul 
being  the  refidence  of  fins  and  lulls,  his  body  turned 
the  receptacle  of  ficknefs  and  difeafes.  And  feeing* 
God’s  own  children  have  the  relicks  of  fin  and  cor~ 
ruption  in  them,  while  in  this  world,  they  are  not  to 
expedl  exemption  from  fucK  affiidions  ;  and  the  infi¬ 
nitely  wife  God  fees  meet  to  make  life  of  bodily  dif- 
tempers  to  corred  the  corruptions,  and  try  the  graces 
of  his  people,  and  to  promote  both  their  fpiritual 
and  eternal  advantage.  Hence  it  is  faid  of  .Lazarus, 
John  xi.  3.  “  Behold,  he  whom  thou  love  ft,  is  fick.’* 
He  was  beloved,  and  yet  fick.  It  is  no  rare  thing 
for  <the  deareft  of  God  s  faints  to  be  put  to  chatter 
like  cranes,  and  mourn  like  doves,  by  reafon  of  fore 
ficknefs ;  as  Hezekiah  did,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  14.  Sandi- 
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tied  and  healthy  fouls  may  be  matched  with  weak 
and  fickly  bodies,  as  was  Gaius,  3  John  2.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  cafe  is  fometimes  moft  trying  and 
exerciffng  to  the  bed  of  God’s  people  :  and  they  are 
never  more  ready  to  queflion  God’s  love,  or  quar¬ 
rel  with  his  providence,  than  under  heavy  ficknefs 
and  bodily  diftrefs.  t-It  is  therefore  highly  the  con¬ 
cernment  of  all,  whether  families  or  private  perfons, 
to  inquire  how  they  ought  to  behave  .under  or  after 
afflicting  ficknefs  ;  and  how  they  Shall  provide  for 
fuch  an  evil  time  before  it  come*  And  for  the  help 
of  all  that  defire  inflruCtion  in  this  matter,  I  have 
written  the  following  directory  ;  which,  for  method’s 
fake,  I  Shall  divide  into  feveral  chapters. 

,  I.  I  Shall  give  Some  general  directions  to  all  fami¬ 
lies  and  perfons  vifited  with  ficknefs  and  affliction. 

II.  Some .  particular  directions  to  thofe  who  are 
Sharply  afflicted  with  fore  ficknefs  and  long  trouble. 

III.  Directions  to  the  children  of  God  under  fick¬ 
nefs. 

IV. ;  Directions  to  unregenerate  perfons  under  fick* 

•  nefs. 

V.  Directions  to  the  people  of  God,  when  recov¬ 
ered  from  ficknefs. 

VI.  DireClions  to  unrenewed  perfons  recovered 
from  ficknefs. 

VII.  Directions  to  thofe  fick  perfons,  who  are 
apparently  in,  a  dying  condition. 

VIII.  .  Directions  to  the  relations,  acquaintances 
and  neighbors  of  the  Sick,.:  who  are  themielves  in 
health,  for  the  time. 

N.  13..  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  what  I  fay  to 
thofe  vifited  with  ficknefs,  is  likewife  applicable  to  all 
other  afflicted  perfons,  whatever  their  diffreis  be® 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Containing  general  directions  to  all  families  and 
perfons  vifited  with  fick?iefs . 

Direct.  I.  Diligently  inquire  into  the* ends  and  cteflgns,  for 
which  ufualiy  God  f^nds  iicknefs  and  afRrdtion  upon  per¬ 
forms. 

N  infinitely  holy  and  gracious  God  hath  varf- 

- - ous  and  wife  ends  in  afilidling  the  children  of 

men,  whether  they  be  converted  or  unconverted  ; 
which  ought  to  be  duly  confidered  by  all,  and  efpe« 
eially  by  thofe  who  are  vifited  with  ficknefs  ;  fome 
•whereof  I  fhall  inftance. 

I.  God  vifits  with  ficknefs,  to  caufe  carelefs  fin- 
iters  bethink  themfelves  concerning  their  fouls  eitate 
and  condition,  who  perhaps  had  never  a  ferious 
thought  about  it  before.  There  are  many  who, 
when  in  health  and  ftrengtfe,  are  fo  intent  upon  the 
pleasures  and  profits  of  the  world,  that  they  mind 
nothing  elfe  ;  all  the  warnings,- exhortations,  and 
counfels  of  minifters,  teachers,  and  friends,  are  lofi 
upon  them  r  They  cannot  endure  to  entertain  a 
ttiought  of  God,  of  the  foul,  of  death,  of  heaven,  of 
hell,  or  of  judgement  to  come  ;  till  God  doth  caft 
“cin  into  fome  ficknefs  or  bodily  diftrefs  ;  and  then, 
fometimes,  they  begin,  with  the  prodigal,  to  come 
to  themfelves,  and  bethink  themfelves,  concerning 
their  fouls,  and  a  future  life.  Nowy  this  is  God'*? 
defign,  r  Kings  viii.  47.  «  If  they  bethink  themfelves 
‘  m  the  land  whether  they  are  carried  captives,  and 
repent,”  &c.  By  ficknefs,  God  gives  a  man,  that 
before  was  wholly  diverted  from  foul-matters  bv  bu- 

and  pleafures,  occafion  to  bethink 
pimtelL  The  man  is  now  confined  to  his  chamber, 
is  deprived  of  his  former  company  and  diverfions, 
and  lo  gets  time  and  leafure  to  commune  with  Ins 
own  heart,  andreffea  on  his  former  ways,  and  to 
ear  w  at  confidence  fpeaks  concerning  a  judgement 
•ay,  and  a  world  to  come,  and  the  need  of  a  Sav¬ 
iour.  And  fo  by  the  blefling  of  God  upon  fueh  af- 
fcflions,  not  a  few  have  be£im  their  fir  ft  acquaint- 

ance 
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ance  with  God  and  Chrift,  and1  ferious  religtoji. 
Nay,  the  furnace  is  Chrifl’s  ufual  work-houfe,  where 
he  has  formed  the  moil  excellent  veifels  of  honour 
and  praife,  Ifa.  xlviii.  io.  “  I  have  cncfen  thee  in 
the  furnace  of  affliction.” '  Manaffeh',  the  Prodigal; 
Paul,  and  the  Jailor,  were  all  chofe-n  there. 

II.  God  vifits  us  with  ficknefs,.  in  order  to  in  ft  raft 
and  teach  us  thefe  things  we  know  not,  Pfal.  xcvh. 
i'2.  It  was  a  faying  of  JLuther,  Schola  crucis  eft 
fc.hola  lucis.  And  indeed  the  fchoal  of  affliCt; on  is 
the  place  where  many  of  Zion’s  fcholars  have  made 
good  proficiency  in  fpiritual  and  experimental 
knowledge. — Now,,  there  are  feveral  remarkable 
teflon  s  which  God  would  teach  us  by  the  rod. 

i  ft.  The  knowledge  of  God.  It  is  faid  of  Ma^ 
nafleh,  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  12..  13.  “  When  he  was 
4i  brought  to  affliction,  6c c.  then  Manaffeh  knew  that 
4t  the  Lord  he  was  God.”  Though  ManafTeh  was 
well  educated,  and  early  taught  the  knowledge  of 
God,  yet  till  now  he  knew  not  the  Lord  :  But  now 
he  knew  him  in  his  power  and  greatnefs,  his  holh 
nefs  and  hatred  of  An  ;  now  he  knew  God  in  his 
sroodnefs  of  mercv>  and  wondered  that  he  had  kept 
him  fo  long  out  of  hell. 

2dly,  Another  leffon  is  the  knowledge  ofourfely.es* 
In  time  of  health  and  profperity,  we  are  apt  to  for, 
get  ourfelves,  and  our  mortality  j  but  ficknefs  caufe- 
eth  us  to  know  that  we  are  but  men,  and  frail  men, 
pfal.  ix.  20,  that  God  hath  an  abfolute  fovereignty 
over  us,  and  can  as  eafily  crufh  us,  as  we  do  a  moth. 

gdjy,  He  teacheth  us  the  emptinefs  of  the  world. 
How  vain  a  help  is  that,  which  fails  a  man  in  the 
time  of  his  greatefl  need  !  and  oft-times  we  fee,  that 
worldly  means  and  friends  can  neither  give  the  leaft 
eafe  to 'the  bodies,  nor  comfort  to  the  fouls  of  per- 

fons  under  ficknefs  and  diftrefs. 

Athly,  Another  leiTon  is  the  great  evil  of  fin,- 

which  is  the  caufe  of  all  lie kne lies  and  diieafes 

whatfoevet,  1  Cor.  xi.  30.  “  For  this  caufe  many 

are  weak  and  ficHy  among  "you.” —  Ah  !  what  r 

root 


Afflifted  Mati's  Companion.  20 

root  of  bitternefs  mud  that  be,  which  brings  forth 
fuch  bitter  fruit !  < 

fthly,  He  fheweth  us  the  precioufnefs  and  excel¬ 
lency  of  Chrift  and  his  promifes ;  which  only  can  en¬ 
able  aChriftian  to  rejoice  in  tribulation,  and  be  eafy 
under  the  greateft  pains  and  difeafes.  There  are 
many  who  are  indifferent  about  Chrift  in  time  of 
health,  that  wnen  ficknefs  comes,  do  change  their 

note,  and  cry,  O-for  an  intereft.  in  Chrift,. above  all 
things  ! 

III.  God  fends  fuch  trials  and  diftreffes,  in  order 
to  mortify  and  kill  fin  in  us.  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  «  By  this 
lhall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all 
the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin.”  And  indeed  fick- 
nefs  and  affliffion,  through  the  blefling  of  God, 
nath  a  native  tendency  to  weaken  and  fubdue  our 
prevailing  fins  and  lulls.  G  man,  is  thy  heart  turn"; 
ed  hard  fo  as  thou  art  not  fenfible.  of  thy  own  fins-, 
or  of  others  fufferings  ?  God  fees  meet  to  try  the 
fire  ofaffliAion,  to  fee  if  it  will  melt  thy  frozen  heart. 
Haft,  thou  undervalued  health,  and  flighted  thy 
mercies?  Now  God  removesthem  from  thee,  that 
by  the  want  of  them,  thou  mayft  know  the  worth  of 
them.  Art  thou  turned  proud  and  felf-conceited  ? 
God  fends  thee  a  thorn  in  the  flefh,  to  prick  the 
fwoln  bladder  of  pride,  that  thou  mayft  not  be  puf¬ 
fed  up  above  meafure  ;  God  lays  thee  low  upon 
thy  bed,  that  thou  mayft  be  lowly  in  thy  heart, 
.both  love  to  the  world  prevail  in  thee  ?  God  fends 
affliifhon  to  difcover  its  emptinefs,  and  wean  thee 
fr0!TI 'r-  ^rt  thou  fallen  fecure,  dead,  and  for¬ 
mal  God  fends  affliffmn  to  awake  thee,  that  thou 
mayft  not  fleep  the  fleep  of  death. 

IV.  God  fends  ficknefs,  to  awaken  in  us  the 
.pint  of  prayer  and  fupplication,  and  make  us  more 
earnelt  and  importunate  in  our  addreffes  to  the 
rone  o  Grace.  There  is  a  great  difference  be* 
lxt  our  pra)  ers  in  health  and  in  ficknefs,  betwixt 
our  humiliations  in  profperity,  and  in  adverfity.  In 
prosperity  we  pray  heavily  and  drowfijy,  but  adver. 

C  2  tilv 
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fity  adds  wings  to  our  defires.  Ifa.  xxvi.  16.  Lord 
in  trouble  have  they  vijited  theey  they  poured  out  a  prayer 
•when  thy  chaflening  (was  upon  them.  Though  they 
were  backward  enough  to  prayer  before,  yet  they 
pour  it  out  mod  freely  now.  The  very  heathen 
marineis  cried  aloud  to  God  in  a  ftorm. — -What  a 
famous  prayer  did  Manaffeh  make  when  he  was  un¬ 
der  his  iron  fetters  !  We  find  it  thrice  mentioned,  £ 
Chron.  xxxiii.  13,  18,  19.  And  the  voice  of  fer¬ 
vent  prayer,  is  what  the  Lord  defires  to  hear. 

V.  Another  end  is,  to  loofe  our  hearts  from  the 

things  of  this  world  ;  and  caufe  us  to  look  and  long 
for  heaven.  When  we  enjoy  health  and  eafe  in  this 
world  ;  we  are  apt  to  fay  with  Peter  on  the  mount, 
ft  is  good  for  us  to  be  here :  but  when  diftrefs  cometh, 
God’s  people  will  turn  their  tongue,  and  fay  with 
the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxiii.  27.  It  is  good  for  vie  to 
draw  nigh  to  God .  When  things  here  go  well 
with  us,  we  are  apt  to  think  ourfelves  at  home  r  but, 
when  trouble  arifeth,  we  begin  to  fay,  “  arife,iet  us 
depart,  this  is  not  our  reft,”  Though  heaven  was 
much  out  of  fight  and  out  of  mind  before,  yet,  when 
afHiaing  ficknefs  comes,  the  poor  believer  will  figh, 
and  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  lv.  6.  0  that  1  had  wings 

like  a  dove  !  for  then  would  I  fly  away ,  and  be  at  reft  ; 
l  would  haften  my  efcape  from  tfefwindy  ternpefl . 

VI.  God  defigns  to  make  the  world  bitter,  and 
Chrift  fweet  to  us.  By  fuch  ^gi^ions,  he  lets  men 
fee,  that  the  world  is  nothing  But. vanity,  and  vexa¬ 
tion  ot  fpirit  ;  that  riches  avail  not  in  the  da}  of 
wrath  :  then  it  is,  that  they  may  fee  the  infufficien- 
c y  of  the  world  to  relieve  them  :  that,  as  one  faith, 
a  A  velvet-flipper  cannot  cure  the  gout  ;  a  golden 
«  cap  cannot  drive  away  the  head-ach  ;  nor  a  bed 
“  of  doun  give  eafe  in  a  lever.”  And  as  the  world 
turns  bitter,  fo  Chrift  grows  fweet  to  the  believer. 
In  time  of  eafe  and  health,  Chrift  is  often  very  much 
ieeletfed  and  forgot.  As  the  difciples,  while  the 
fea  was  calm  differed  Chrift  to  deep  with  them  in 
the  ihip,  thinking  they  might  make  their  voyage 
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well  enough  without  his  help  ;  hut  when  they  were 
ready  to  be*  drowned,,  then  they  fee  their  need  of 
Chrift,  they  awake  him,  crying,  Mafter,  fave,  zts>  or 
dfe  *w. eperijh .  So  the  bed  of  faints,  when  all  is  eafy 
about  them,  are  prone  to  fuffer  Chrift  to  deep  with¬ 
in  them,  and  fo  to  negleCt  the  lively  a  flings  of  fahh 
on  Chrift  ;  but  when  the  ftorm  of  affliction  begins  to 
arife,  and  they  are  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  with 
diftrefs,  then  they  cry,  “  None  but  Chrift,  none  but 
Chrift.” 

VII.,  God  tryfts  with' fieknefs  and  diftrefs,  in  or* 
der  both  to  prove  and  improve  his  people’s  graces,, 
Deut.  viii.  z.  Rev.  ii.  io,  Grace  is  hereby  both  tri¬ 
ed  and  ftrengthened.  ift.  Such  afflictions  do  prove 
both  the  truth  and  ftrengtlv  of'  our  graces,  as  they 
ferve  to  try  if  we  love  God  for  himfelf ;  if  we  can 
endure  and  hold  out  in  ferving  him,  waiting  and  de¬ 
pending  upon  him,  notwithftanding  of  dffcourage- 
ments.  That  faith  will  fufflce  for  a  little  affliction, 
that  will  not  fufflce  for  a  great  one.  Peter  had  faith 
enough  to  come  upon  the  fea  at  Chrift’s  call  ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  waves  began  to -{well,  his  faith  began  to 
fail,  and  his  feet  to  fink,  till  Chrift  mercifully  caught 
hold  of  him,  faying,  “  O  thou  of  little  faith,  where¬ 
fore  .didft  thou  doubt  :n  Matth.  xiv.  31.  Little  did 
Piter  think  his  faith  was  fo  weak  till  now. 

2dly.  They  tend  to  improve  our  graces  alfo,  by 
quickening  and  (Lengthening  them.  They  ferve. 
as  a  whetftone  to  fharpen  faith,  fo  as  the  foul  is 
made  to  renounce  earthly  fhelters,  and  to  clafp  about 
God  in  Chrift,  as  its  only  refuge  and  portion.  They 
excite  to  repentance  and  fe.rious  mourning  for  fm  ; 
for,  like  the  winter  froft  and  fnows,  they  make  the 
fallow  ground  of  our  heart  more  tender.  They 
prompt  us  to  heavenly  mindednefs,  fMf  denial,  and 
patient  waiting  on  God.  Yea,  the  experience  of 
God’s  people  can’atteft  it,  that  Grace  is  never  more 
lively,  than  under  affliction.  David  never  found 
himfelf  better,  as  to  his  fpiritual  flate,  than  when  he 
was  perfecuted  -and  hunted  as  a  partridge  on  the 

mountains  % 
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mountains  j  and  hence  fays,  Pfal.  cxix.  71. « It  is 
good  for  me,  that  I  have  been  affli&ed.” 

VIII.  God’s  aim  is,  to  awaken  us  to  redeem 
time,  to  prepare  for  flitting,  and  clear  up  our  evi¬ 
dences  for  heaven.  In  the  time  of  health  we  are 
apt  to  trifle  away  time,  to  loiter  in  our  journey,  and 
forget  that  we  are  pilgrims  on  the  earth  ;  where¬ 
fore  God  fends  ficknefs  as  his  meifenger,  to  mind 
us  thereof. 

Now  it  highly  concerns  us,  when  ficknefs  attacks 
ns,  to  confider  and  meditate  upon  thefe  ends  for 
which  God  brings  on  'didrefs,  and  pray  earneftly 
that  they  may  be  accomplifhed  in  us  ;  and  foour 
ficknefs  lhall  not  be  unto  death  (fpiritual  or  eternal) 
but  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  good  of  our  fouls* 

Direct.  If.  Ivet  all  who  arc  vifitcd  with  ficknefs  and  diftrefsj 
fearch  for  the  A  chan  in  the  camp,  and  inquire  diligently 
what  is  the  ground  and  caufe  of  GodV  controvcrfy  with 
them. 

IT  hath  been  the  pradice  of  God’s  people  in  ferip- 
ture-times,  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  and  mean¬ 
ings  of  God’s  rods  which  have  been  laid  upon  them. 
So  David,  2  Sam.  xxi.  when  the  land  oflfrael  was 
three  years  under  the  flroke  of  famine,  he  inquired 
into  the  meaning  of  it.  So  Job  is  exceedingly  de- 
flrous  to  know  why  God  fet  him  up  as  a  mark  for 
his  arrows,  Job  vii.  20.  and  hence  it  is  that  he  makes 
that  petition,  Job  x*  2.  which  is  mod  fuitable  for  eve¬ 
ry  man  in  diftrefs,  u  fhew  me  wherefore  thou  con¬ 
tended;  with  me.” 

I  grant  indeed,  that  God  fometimes  viflts  his 
people  with  afBi<5lion,  for  the  trial  and  exercife  of 
their  grace,  and  for  their  fpiritual  indru<flion,  more 
than  for  the  corre&ion  of  theirdin.  But  fin  being 
the  original  and  foundation  of  all  affli&ion,  it  is 
fafeft,  when  it  is  our  own  cafe,  and  mod  acceptable 
to  God,  to  look  on  fin  as  the  procuring  caufe.  Or, 
if  our  fins  have  not  immediately  procured  the  pres¬ 
ent  .aflMion,  yet  the  bed  of  God’s  children  mud 

own  that  they  have  at  lead  deferved  it.  We  fee  the 

fin 
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fm  of  the  Corinthians  is  mentioned  as>  thecaufe  of 
their  fickneft,- 1  Cor.:  xi.  30.  “  For  this  caufe  many 
are  weaLand  fickly  among  you.”  ThePfalmift  con¬ 
cludes  the  very  fame  thing,  Pfal.  cvii.  1  7,  1 8.  “  Pools 
**  becaufeof  their  tranfgredions,  and  their  iniquities, 

“  are  afili&ed :  their  foul  abhorreth  all  manner  of 
^  meat ;  and  they  draw  nigh  unto  the  gates  of 
death. ”  But  ordinarily,  by  ficknefs,  the  Lord  points 
at  fome  one  fin  in  us,  more  than  another,  fome  Jo¬ 
nah  in  the  lhip,  that  hath  raifed  the  dorm,  which 
the  Lord  would  have  us  to  fearch  out  and  throw 
over-board  without  delay. 

Queft.  But  how  thali  we  difcover  and  find  out 
the  particular  fin  for  which  God  afdi&s  us  with 
fickncfs  and  didrefs  ? 

Anf.  ift,  Study  the  Lord’s  word,  and  the  chadife* 
ments  there  recorded,  which  he  hath  infii&ed  upon 
people  for  their  fins  ;  and  inquire  if  you  be  guilty 
©f  the  like.  Gbferve  what  hath  been  God's  mind  to 
his  people,  and  what  fin  he  hath  pointed  out  to  them, 
■when  they  have  been  brought  under  fuch  a  rod  ; 
and  fo  you  may  learn  his  mind  to  you,  Rom.  xv.  4. 
r*  For  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were 
written  for  our  learning,” 

: idly ,  Confider  what  is  the  fin  which  confidence  doth  i 
mod  of  all  accufe  thee  for,  in  thy  mod  ferious  and 
folitary  hours.  Confcience  is  God’s  deputy,  and  thy 
bofom-monitor,  whofe  voice,  perhaps,  thou  had  little 
regarded  in  the  day  of  thy  health  ;  wherefore  God 
hath  fent  a  (harper  meflenger,  to  fecond  the  voice  of 
confcience.  Hear  now  the  voice  of  the  rod,  for  it  is 
the  fame  with  the  voice  of  confcience.  In  the  day  of 
profperity,  carnal  profits  and  pleafures  made  fuch  a 
noife,  that  the  voice  of  confcience  could  not  be 
heard  :  wherefore  God  hath  brought  on  thee  the  (I* 
lent  night  of  adverfity,  that  his  deputy  may  obtain 
audience.  Well  then,  give  ear  ;  what  faith  com 
fciejice  now  ?  may  you  not  hear  it  faying,  as. Reuben 
to  his  brethren  in  didrefs,  “  Spake  I  not  to  you  in 
the  day  of  health,  do  not  commit  fuch  a  fin,  and  do 

not 
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not  delay  repenting  for  fuch  a  fin  ;  but  you  would  not 
near  .  O  man,  let  confcience  get  a  hearing  at  laft,  as 

“  &otrw!thi,he  Patr;archs,  when  they  werebrought  to 
diitre.s  in  Egy  pt,  and  made  them  to  confefs  their  fin- 
in  felling  of  Jdfepb,  Gen.  xlii.  21.  “  We  are  verilv 
guilty  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  we  faw  the  an- 
guifh  of  his  foul, when  he  befonght  us,  and  we  would 
not  hear  :  therefore  is  this  diftrefs  come  upon  us.55 

Sdfyy  Confider  what  are  thefe  evils,  that  others 
have  obferved  in  you,  whether  they  be  friends  or 
ioes.  Harken  to  what  a  chriftian  friend  noticeth  in 
you,  either  when  fpeaking  to  you,  or  to  others  about 
you. .  “Let  the  righteous  fmite  me  (faith  David) 
and  it  ftiall  be  a  kindnefs.,j>  Yea  do  not  difregard 
what  even  enemies  fay  of  you  :  as  David  got  good 
by  the  malicious  -  reproaches  of  Shimei,  in  the  day 
of  his  aflnftion,  fo  may  you  in  the  time  of  diftrefs  % 
for  fometimes  malice  itfelf  will  fpeak  truth.  Ene¬ 
mies  are  fharp-fighted  to  fpy  out  our  faults,  and  fo 
may,  through  the  divine  bleffing,  prove  monitors  to 
Us,  both  with  refpeft  to  fin  and  duty* 

4 thfy*  Confider  the  nature  and  circumftances  of 
thy  diftrefs.  Oft-times  the  affliction  is  fo  fuitable  to 
the  tranfgreftion,  that  we  may  clearly  read  our  fin 
written  on  the  forehead  of  our  punifhment,  as  in  the 
>cafe  of  Adonibezek,  and  many  others.  ,  And  alfo 
you  may  be  helped  to  find  it  out  by  the  Lord's  tim¬ 
ing  of  the  rod  to  youo  Was  it  fent  when  you  was 
under  much  formality  in  duty  ?  or  when  you  was 
eagerly  purfuing  the  things  of  the  world  ?  or  when 
you  was  under  the  power  of  fome  prevailing  luft  or 
©ther  ?  then  the  rod  comes  to  reprove  you,  and 
awake  you  to  fee  the  evil  thereof. 

5thiy,  Confider  what  is  the  fin  that  hath  been  for¬ 
merly  moll  affrighting  to  thy  thoughts, .and  perplex- 
ieg  to  thy  confcience,  when  thou  haft  been  in  the 
immediate  view  of  death  and  a  tribunal.  It  is  very 
likely  (if  thou  haft  not  truly  repented  of  it)  that 
*s  the  fin  which  God  now  intends  to  awake  thee 
the  evil  of*  that  thou  mayft  fincsroly  mourn 
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for,  and  turn  from  it,  looking  to  God  in  Chrift  for 
pardon  and  mercy. 

Object.  Ah  (faith  one)  it  is  my  lot  to  lie  under  a 
dumb  and  filent  rod,  I  do  not  undeidand  its  lan¬ 
guage,  I  cannot  hear  its  voice,  I  cannot  find  out  the 
fin  that  is  pointed_at  by  it ;  what  courfe  (hall  I  take  ? 

sinfiv.  i.  Be  deeply  humbled  under  this  trial,  and 
bewail  thy  cafe  before  the  Lord  ;  for  it  very  much 
aggravates  the  aflli&ion  to  God’s  people,  when  they 
know  that  the  language  of  it  :  Hence  was  it  that 
Job  lamented  fo  heavily,  that  his  way  was  hid,  and 
he  knew  not  the  reafon  of  G-od’s  contending  with 
him,  Job  iii.  23. 

2.  A  believer’s  cafe  may  be  fometimes  fo  dark, 
that  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  fpiritual  art  and  w  if- 
dom  to  enable  him  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  rod,  and 
underdand  its  language.  Hence  it  is  faid,  “  He 
•s  a  man  of  wifdom  that  feeth  God’s  name  upon 
it,”  Micah  vi.  9.  Now,  this  wifdom  mud  only  come 
from  above  ;  Therefore, 

3.  Go  to  God,  and  earnedly  beg  for  this  wifdom, 
that  you  may  know  his  mind,  and  the  meaning  of 
the  rod.  Do  as  Rebekah,  when  the  children  drug- 
gled  in  her  womb,  die  went  to  inquire  of  the  Lord, 
faying,  “  Why  am  I  thus  ?’  Cen.  xxv.  22.  Cry 
to  God  to  give  you  his  fpirit,  to  teach  and  enlighten 
you  to  fee  fin  in  its  evil,  and  the  particular  evils  you 
are  guilty  of.  This  was  Job’s  courie  in  his  afflic¬ 
tion  ?  “  Shew  me  (fays  he)  wherefore  thou  con- 
u  tended  with  me.  That  which  I  fee  not,  teach 
thou  me.  Make  me -to  know  my  tranfgrefflon  and 
my  fin.”  There  is  no  better  way  for  a  prifoner  to 
*:now  the  reafon  of  his  confinement,  than  to  afk  the 
magiftrate  who  committed  him.  God  is  a  wife  a- 
gent,  and  can  give  bed  account  of  his  own  aftions. 

4-  If  thou  cand  not  find  out  the  particular  fm.for 
which  God  afflicts  thee,  then  labour  to  repent  of  eve- 

j  Ir°Wn  ^n>  ctT  ^or  Parc^onJ  °f  every  unknown 

.  ,or>§^ton  Do  that  out  of  wifdom, 

Vilhch  Herod  did  out  of  malice,  who  becaufe  he. 
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soula  not  find  out  the  babe  Jefhs,  killed  all- the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Bethlehem,  that  he  might  be  fare  to  kill  Jef- 
us  among  them.  Let  us  feek  the  utter  ruin  and 
death  of  all  our  fins,  that  we  may  be  fure  to  deftroy 
that  fm  for  'which  God  afflifts  us. 

5.  Study  to  exercife  a  ftrong  faith,  and  a  humble 
fub  million,  while  God  keeps  you  under  the  filent 
rod.  Believe  firmly,  that  God  is  juft,  though  you 
know  not  what  he  contends.  And  however  long  he 
thinks  fit  to  make  you  walk  in  the  dark,  refolve  hum¬ 
bly  to  wait  on  him,  and  commit  yourfelf  to  him, 
who  has  many  times  guided  the  blind  in  the  wray 
they  knew  not. 

Direct.  III.  When  any  fit  of  ficknefs  attacks  you,  think  fe» 
rioufly  upon  death,  and  make  diligent  preparation  for  it. 

IDO  not  mean  that  any  man  may  delay  the  work 
of  preparation  for  death,  till  ficknefs  cometh  : 
No,  no  ;  this  fhould  be  the  great  and  uptafeing  bulb 
nefs  of  every  man  in  the  time  of  bis  health  and 
ftrength.  But  ficknefs  and  difeafes  being  the  harbin¬ 
gers  of  death,  and  the  meffengers  fent  from  God  to 
warn  us  of  its  coming  ;  every  man  is  thereby  called  to 
renew  the  work  of  preparation  for  death,  with  all  ear- 
neftnefs  and  application.  God’s  voice,  by  every  fit 
of  ficknefs,  is  that  in  Deut.  xxxii.  29*  44  O  that  they 
were  wife,  that  they  underftood  this,  that  they  would, 
confider  their  latter  end  ?”  God  knows  our  folly, 
and  readinefs  to  forget  this  great  work  in  the  day 
of  health  j  and  therefore,  in  his  mercy,  he  fends 
ficknefs  and  afHi&ion,  to  tea-  h  us  fo  to  number 
our  days  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  to  this  piece 
of  heavenly  wifdom,  of  making  preparation  for  death. 

And  here  I  (hall  drop,  1 ft.  Some  motives  to  prefs 
it.  idly ,  Advices  for  the  doing  it  aright. 

I.  For  motives,  confider  thefe  things ; 

1  ft.  Confider  God’s  mercy  and  patience  towards 
you,  in  giving  you  fo  many  warnings,  and  fo  many 
years  to  prepare  for  death ;  and  in  fending  his  meflen- 
gers  and  wamin gs  fo  gently  and  graduahy,  to  excit„ 
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you  to  this  work  ;  when  many  younger  and  ftron- 
ger  than  you,  are  hurried  into  eternity,  and  little  or 
no  time  given  them  to  think  where  they  are  going. 
Have  you  not  been  fpared  many  years,  in  the  midih 
of  dangers,  when  you  have  feen  that  bold  archer 
Death  (hooting  his  arrows,  and  killing  thoufands  of 
vour  neighbours  and  Friends  round  about  you  ? 
Sometimes  the  arrow  hath  glanced  over  your  head, 
and  (lain  fome  great  man,  your  fuperior  :  Sometimes 
it  hath  alighted  at  your  feet*  and  cut  off  a  child  or  a 
iervant,  your  inferior  :  Sometimes  it  hath  gone  by 
on  your  left  hand,  and  killed  your  enemy ;  at  other 
times  it  hath  paffed  on  your  right  hand  and  killed 
your  near  relations.  So  that  you  have  feen  friends 
and  foes,  fuperiors  and  inferiors,  relations  and 
Grangers  dropping  down  dead  round  about  you  ;  and 
all  this  for  a  long  tract  of  time,  to  give  you  warning 
to  prepare  for  death.  O  let  the  goodnefs  and  forbear¬ 
ance  of  God,  towards  you,  lead  you  to  repentance, 
and  perfuade  you  to  tiee  fpeedily  to  Chrift,  for  refuge 
and  protection  from  wrath. 

2dly,  Confider  how  terrible  death  will  be  if  it 
meet  you  in  an  unprepared  ftate,  in  a  Chrifllefs  and 
impenitent  condition^  What  a  fearful  change  will 
it  bring  upon  you  !  A  change  from  earth  to  hell, 
from  hope  to  defpair,  from  pleafure  to  pain,  from 
comforts  to  terrors;  a  change'from  the  offers  of  grace, 
to  the  levelation  of  wrath  :  a  change  from  probabili¬ 
ties,  to  utter  impoftlbilities  of  falvation.  Death 
will  cut  off  all  your  hopes  and  expectations  of  mercy 
lor  ever,  job  xxvii.  S.  There  is  no  coming  back,  to 
amend  what  hath  been  done  amifs  here  ;  and  there 
is  no  work  nor  device  in  the  grave,  whither  you  go. 
As  the  tree  falls,  fo  will  it  lie,  through  all  eternity. 

II.  I  come  to  give  fome  advices,  in  order  to  the 
right  preparation  for  death.  1 J},  Set  about  felf-ex- 
amination  work.  Inquire  if  you  be  in  Chrift  or 
not  ;  if  you  be  yet  far  off  from  God,  or  if  you  be 
brought  near  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.  And  fee  that 
you  be  impartial  in  this  fearch,ao  J  willing  to  hnd 
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out  the  truth  of  this  important  queftion.  Be  not 
foolifiily  tender  of  yourfelf,  and  apt  to  believe  that 
ybu  are  fafe,  when  it  is  not  fo  ;  for,  this  way,  thou- 
iands  do  ruin  themfelves.  But  be  content  to  kn6\v 
the  word  of  your  cafe,  and  thoroughly  to  under¬ 
hand  your  foul’s  danger,  that  you  may  be  moved 
to  take  the  right  way  to  efcape  it.  Wherefore  take 
a  view  of  the  marks  of  Chriftlefs  and  unconverted 
perions  fet  down  in  God’s  word,  and  judge  yourfelf 
by  them  :  And  confider  alfo  the  figns  of  true  grace 
there  recorded,  and  fee  if  they  .be  applicable  to  you 
or  not. 

2 dlyy  If  after  inquiry,  you  find  your  hate  is  bad  ; 
that  you  have  been  a  lover  of  the  world,  more  than 
of  God  ;  you  have  minded  your  body  more  than 
your  foul  :  you  have,  lived  in  the  negled  of  precious 
Chrift  ;  allowed  yourfelf  in  known  fin  :  O  then  be 
convinced  of  your  inability  to  help  yourfelf,  and 
your  need  of  Chrift  to  help  you.  And  labour  to  be 
deeply  humbled  before  God,  under  a  fenfe  of  your 
fin  and  folly.  “  Ah,  how  fooliihly ,  how  rebelliouf- 
ly,  how  unthankfully  have.  I  carried  ?  I  have  abufed 
God’s  mercies,  and  left  undone  . the  woik  for  which 
I  was  made,  and  preferved?  and  enjoyed  the  gofpel. 
Oh  !  I  had,  all  my  time  given  me,  to  make  prepara¬ 
tion  for  endlefs  eternity, .and  I  have  never  minded 
it,  till  now  that  ficknefs,  the  harbinger  of  death,  is 
come  upon  me  :  And  now,  what  (hall  I  do  to  be 
faved  ?”  Well,  then,  in  order  to  convince  and  hum¬ 
ble  you  the  more,  caft  back  your  eyes  upon  the  fins 
of  your  nature,  and  of  your  by  pad  life  ;  .view  them 
in  their  nature,  number,  aggravations  and  deferv- 
ings/  O  do  not  fo  .  many  years’  fins  need  a  very 
deep  humiliation  ?  0  do  you  not  ftand  greatly  in 
need  of  fuch  a  perfbn  as  Chrift,  to  be  your  Saviour 
and  Ranfomer  from,  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  fins  ?  O 
but  their  weight  will  preis  you  eternally  down  to  the 
lowed  hell  ;  "if  left, to  yourfelf,  and  laid  upon  your 
back. 
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3~dly,  O  Tinner,  art  thou  deeply  humbled,  and  de- 
firous  of  mercy  upon  any  terms  ?  Believe  then,  that 
thy  cafe  is  not  remedilefs,  but  that  there  is  a  facrihce 
provided  for  your  fins,  and  an  able  and  alhfufficient 
Saviour  in  your  offer.  Believe  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  become  flefh  to  be  a 
furety  for  you  ;  that  he  is  both  able  and  willing  to 
fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by 
him.  Though  your  Tins,  your  dangers  and  your 
fears,  were  never  fo  great,  yet  he  is  able  and  willing 
to  fave.  O'flee  prefently  to  this  refuge-city,  whole 
gates  are  open  to  receive  you.  Truft  your  foul  up¬ 
on  Chrift’s  facrifice  and  meritorious  blood,  for  mer¬ 
cy  and  falvation.  Apply  humbly  to  him,  that  he 
may  teach  you  the  will  of  God,  reconcile  you  to  his 
Father,  pardon  your  fins,  renew  you  by  his  Spirit, 
and  fave  you  from  eternal  wrath. 

4 thly>  Give  up  yourfelf  to  God  in  Chrift,  by  way 
of  covenant  and  folemn  refignation.  Every  man 
doth  this  facramentally  in  baptifm  ;  but  you  muft 
alfo  renew  it  perfonally  and  explicitly,  and  thereby 
give  a  cordial  and  voluntary  confent  to  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace.  Acquiefce  cheerfully  in  the  gofpel- 
way  of  falvation  through  Chrift  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  and  accept  of  God  in  Chrift,  as  thy  portion* 
Make  choice  of  God  the  Father,  as  thy  reconciled 
Father  in  Chrift  ;  and  God  the  Son,  as  thy  Re¬ 
deemer  and  Saviour  ;  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for 
thy  'Sanctifier,  Guide  and  Comforter.  And  like- 
wfte  give  up  thyfelf,  foul  and  body,  and  all  thou 
haft,  to  be  the  Lord’s  ;  engaging,  in  Chrift’s 
ftrength,  to  live  for  God,  and  walk  with  him  in 
newnefs  of  life.  And  ftudy  to  do  all  this  deliber¬ 
ately,  unfeignedly  and  cheerfully.  Though,  per¬ 
haps,  you  have  done  this,  hypocritically,  at  former 
times,  you  have  profaned  God’s  covenant,  and 
behaved  unfteadfaftly  and  perfidioufly  therein  ; 

yet  now  endeavour  to  be  fincere  with  God  for 
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S*hly >  Be  living  daily  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and 
repentance  :  renew  the  a^ls  thereof  frequently,  in 
proportion  to  your  renewed  fins  and  guiltinefs. 
Cleave  clofe  to  glorious  Chrid,  yom  High  Pried  and 
Surety,  and  be  ever  wafhing  in  his  blood.  As  long 
as  you  are  in  the  world,  you’ll  need  to  wafh  your 
feet,  John  xiii.  iq.  Come  death  when  it  will,  let  it 
find  you  at  the  fountain,  always  looking  to,  and 
making  life  of  Jefus  Chrid.  You  have  great  need 
©f  Chrifl  every  day  of  your  life,  more  efpecialjy  in 
ficknefs  ;  but  mod  of  all  at  a  dying  hour.  O  what 
need  will  you  have  of  Chrift,  then,, as  an  Advocate 
with  God,  when  the  queftion  is  to  be  determined,, 
Where  your  manfion  is  to  be  adigned,  through  all 
eternity,  whether  in  heaven  or  hell  ?  O  then,  be 
looking  always  to  Chrid,.  with  the  eye  of  faith.  Live 
in  the  condant  thoughts  of  this  blefled  Mediator. 
Let  him  be  fird  in  your  thoughts, Jn  the  morning,, 
and  lad  in  your  thoughts,  at  night. 

6thly,  Be  driving  to  mortify  every  fin  and  lull, 
both  outward  and  inward.  Be  dying  to  fin  daily, 
that  fc  you  may  not  die  for  fin  eternally.  O  that 
fin  may  be  daily  lofing  its  drength,.and  dying  in, 
you  I  fo  that  it  may  be  certainly  dead  before  vou. 
Pray  earneftly,  that  your  fins  may  die,  before  you 
die  :  For,  if  they  die  not  before  you,  but  out-live  the 
dying  body,  they  will  live  eternally  to  ding  and 
torment  the  never-dying  foul. 


Pikect.  IV.  Be  not  anxious  for  recovery  to  health  ;  but 
leave  the  ifTue  of  the  prefent  ficknefs,  to  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  infinitely  wife  God. 


EMEMBER,  O  man,  thou  art  the  clay,  and 


sx  God  is  the  Potter  ;  he  is  abfolute  Lord  oi 
thy  life  and  times,  therefore  learn  to  adore  his  fove- 
xeignty  over  thee,  and  all  thy  enjoyments.  David 
did  fo,  when  he  faid,  “  Lord,  my  times  are  in  thy 
hand,”  Pfal,  xxxi.  ry.  And  indeed  they  are  only 
bed  in  his  hand,  for  he  bed  knows  how  to  difpofe  of 
them.  The  prophet  faith,  Ifa.  xxx.  1 8.  “  The 
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Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment,  blefled  are  they  that 
wait  for  him.”  Judgment  there  fignifies  wifdom  : 
The  Lord  is  a  God  of  wifdom,  and  Will  order  and 
time  all  things  well  ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  us 
quietly  to  wait  for  his  pleafure,  faying,  <6  The  will 
of  the  Lord  be  done.”  It  is  taken  notice  of,  as  a 
great  fin  in  the  Ifraelites,  that  they  waited  not  for 
his  counfel,  but  limitted  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
Pfal.  lxxviii.  41.  What  an  unaccountable  folly  and 
prefumption  is  it,  for  worms  of  the  earth,  to  feek  to 
(lint  and  limit  the  Sovereign  of  heaven,  to  their 
meafures  l  It  becomes  us  at  all  times,  and  efpeeial- 
ly  in  ficknefs  and  afHi&ion,  to  have  low,  fubrniilive 
thoughts  of  ourfelves,  and  high  exalted  thoughts  of 
God’s  fovereignty,  fuch  as  Nebuchadnezzar  had, 
Dan.  iv.  35.  “  And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
are  reputed  as  nothing  :  And  he  doth  according  to 
hiis  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth  :  and  none  can  (lay  his  hand, 
or  fay  unto  him,  What  doll  thou  We  fhould 
therefore  refer  all  to  his  wife  determination,  and  be 
willing  to  die  or  live,  as  he  (hall  be  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point.  I  remember  I  have  read  of  a  godly  woman, 
who,  in  her  ficknefs,  being  afked  by  one,  Whether 
ftie  was  mod  defirous  to  die,  or  to  live  ?  She  ahfwer- 
ed,  1 1  have  no  choice  in  that  matter,  but  refer  my- 
felf  to  the  will  of  Godd  ‘  But,  (faid  the  other)  fup- 
pofe  God  fhould  refer  it  to  you,  whether  to  die,  or 
to  live,  which  of  them  would  you  choofe  ??  If  God 
(replied  fhe)  fhould  refer  it  to  me,  1  would  even  re¬ 
fer  it  back  again  to  him.’  It  becomes  thee,1  O 
man,  to  be  entirely  refigned  to  the  will  of  thy 
Maker,  and  to  Rand  like  a  fentinel  in  thy  Ration, 
ready  to  move,  as  thy  great  General  and  Command¬ 
er  ihall  give  order,  concerning  thee.  It  would  be 
pleafant,  and  acceptable  to  God,  to  fee  thee  more 
defirous  to  be  delivered  from  fm,  than  from  ficknefs. 
O  but  fin  is  a  far  worfe  difeafe,  than  any  ficknefs  in 
the  world  !  beg  importunately,  that  the  great  Phy¬ 
sician  may  cure  this  woful  foul- difeafe,  and  let  him 
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do  with  the  body  what  he  pleafeth.  This  was  Da¬ 
vid's  practice  in  his  affliction,  Pfah  xxv.  1 8.  u  Look 
upon  my  affli&ion,  and  my  pain  j  and  forgive  all 
my  fin.”  As  for  his  pains  and  afflictions,  he  afks 
no  more,  but  that  God  would  regard  them,  and 
look  upon  them,  and  do  with  them  as  he  thought 
fit ;  but,  as  for  his  fins,  no  lefs  will  fatisfy  him  than 
a  pardon,  and  blotting  them  entirely  out,  fo  as  they 
might  be  remembered  no  more. 


Direct.  V.  Bind  yourfelf  with  holy  purpofes  and  rofolutions, 
in  Chrift’s  ftrength,  to  be  more  watchful  againft  fin,  more 
diligent  in  duty,  and  to  improve  the  time  of  health  better, 
if  God  fhall  be  pleafed  to  reflore  it  again  to  you. 


WHEN  God  is  vifiting  your  iniquities  >vith 
rods,  and  pleading  a  controverfy  with  you 
for  your  omiffions  and  flacknefs  in  duty,  he  expeCts 
that  you  will  return  from  your  back-flidings,  and  fet 
about  a  ferious  reformation  and  change  of  life. 
Hofea  v.  15.  “  I  will  go,  and  return  to  my  place, 

till  they  acknowledge  their  offence,  and  feek  my 
face  :  In  their  affliction  they  will  feek  me  early.” 
See  then  that  you  open  your  ear  to  difcipline  : 
ftudy  to  anfwer  God's  call  and  expectation,  and  in 
his  ftrength  refolve  to  enter  upon  a  new  life. 
“  Surely  now  it  is  meet  to  be  faid  unto  God,  I  have 
borne  chaftifement.  I  will  not  offend  any  more. 
That  which  I  fee  not,  teach  thou  me:  If  I  have 
done  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no  more,”  Job,  xxxiv.  31, 
32.  Now  is  the  feafon  you  fhould  fay  with 
Ephraim,  Hofea  xiv.  8.  “  What  have  I  to  do  any 
more  with  idols  ?” 

Having  duly  examined  yourfelves,  and  fearched 
cut  your  fins,  you  blight  to  put  a  bill  of  divorce  in¬ 
to  each  of  their  hands.  Deliberately  refolve  againft; 
all  your  fins,  whether  fecret,  or  open  ;  and  efpecial- 
ly  refolve  againft  your  darling  and  beloved  fins, 
thefe  fins  of  which  do  moft  eafily  befet  you.  Re¬ 
folve  alfo  againft  all  temptations  to  fin,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  againft  the  fnares  of  bad  company,  whereby 
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you  have  been  formerly  enticed  ;  fay  now  with 
David,  Pfal.  cxix.  115.  “  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil 
doers  :  For  I  will  keep  the  commandments  of  my 
God.” 

You  mu  ft  not  only  purpofe  to  forfake  all  fin,  but 
alfo  to  mind  every  known  duty  :  That  you  will 
make  religion  your  one  thing  needful  ;  the  pleafing 
of  God,  the  chief  bufmefs  of  your  life  ;  that  you 
will  fet  the  Lord  always  before  you,  give  him  youf 
heart  in  all  duties,  aim  at  nearnefs  and  communion 
with  God  in  every  one  of  them  ;  and  hill  prefs  for¬ 
ward  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven , 
through  eternity. 

Refolve  alfo,  through  grace,  that  you  will,  in  a 
fpecial  manner,  mind  fecret  duties,  which  the  eyes 
of  men  do  not  obferve,  and  thefe  duties  which  con- 
fcience  doth  mod  challenge  you  for  negle&ing* 
And  you  that  are  heads  of  families,  refolve  to  make 
more  confcience  of  family-religion,  of  wor (hipping 
God  with  your  families,  both  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  1  inftru&ing  your  children  and  fervants  in  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  recommending  religion 
and  godlinefs  to  all  round  about  you,  whether  rela¬ 
tions  or  (Grangers. 

And  if  you  would  have  your  refolutions  effedual, 
fee  that  they  be  accompanied  with  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  infufficiency  to  perform  them  in  your  own 
(Length.  Bear  always  in  mind  the  corruption  and 
deceitfulnefs  of  your  own  heart,  and  make  all  your 
refolutions  in  a  humble  dependence  on  the  fufficien- 
cy  of  Jefus  Chrift  your  furety..  Obferve  the  apof- 
tle  Paul’s  advice  to  his  fon  Timothy,  2  Tim.  ii.  1, 
44  Be  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift.”  All 
your  (lock,  O  believer,  is  in  his  hand,  fo  that  without 
him  you  can  do  nothing  ;  but,  through  Chrift 
(Lengthening  you,  you  are  able  to  do  all  things. 

Direct* 
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X)j[rect.  VI.  Set  your  houfe  in  order,  by  making  your  lat¬ 
ter-wills,  and  fettling  your  domeftic  and  fecular  affairs, 
while  you  have  freedom  and  capacity  for  doing  it. 

AFTER  the  heart  is  fet  in  order,  the  next 
work  is  to  fet  your  houfe  in  order,  according 
to  God’s  counfel  to  Hezekiah,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  i.  It  is 
recorded  of  the  patriarch  Abraham,  that  he  was 
careful  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  his  family  before  his 
death,  Gen.  xxv.  5,  6.  He  difpofed  of  his  eftate 
to  Ifaac,  and  legacies  to  the  fons  of  his  concubines. 
It  is  too  general  a  fault,  that  men  delay  and  put  off 
making  their  wills,  as  they  do  their  repentance,  to 
the  very  laft,  and  fo  too  frequently  never  make  them 
at  all.  Confider  the  evil  of  deferring  or  neglecting 
this  neceffary  affair  :  For  if  you,  upon  whom  God 
hath  beftowed  means,  lhall  die  inteftate,  your  eftate 
may  defeend  otherwife  than  you  intended  ;  much  of 
it  may  be  fpent  in  tedious  and  expenfive  law- fu  its  : 
fuch  differences  may  fall  out  among  relations,  that 
fhould  live  in  friendfhip  and  mutual  affeClion,  as 
cannot  be  healed  ;  fome  of  them  may  be  reduced  to 
extreme  want,  when  a  fmail  legacy  might  have  put 
them  in  a  way  of  living  :  And  many  fuch  incon- 
veniencies  may  follow.  Well  then,  if  yournegleCt 
ftiould  bring  on  thefe  evils,  and  involve  pofterity 
into  endlefs  ftrifes  and  contentions  ;  may  you  not 
juftly  fear  that  the  guilt  thereof  will  purfue  you  into 
another  world,  whofe  wretched  careieffnefs  was  the 
©ccafion  of  all  that  mifehief  ? 

Pray,  what  is  the  reafon  that  men  put  off  this  af¬ 
fair  ?  Is  it  not,  becaufe  they  do  not  incline  to  think 
fo  ferioufly  on  death,  as  this  will  occafion  them  to 
do  ?  Doth  not  this  fmell  of  abominable  earthly- 
mindednefs,  and  fpeak  as  if  a  man  defired  all  his 
portion  in  this  life,  and  cared  not  for  a  better  ?  and 
that  he  is  fo  far  from  preparing  for  death,  that  he 
cannot  endure  to  think  of  it  ?  Alas  that  this  worldly 
difpofition  ftiould  fo  far  prevail  among  ns !  But  furely 
there  is  no  wife  man  will  fay,  that  the  putting  off 
the  thoughts  of  death  will  keep  death  at  the  greater 

diftance  ; 
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diftance  ;  or  that  preparing  for  death,  and  making 
our  wills,  will  bring  On  death  the  fooner. 

It  were  furely  heft  to  order  eur  affairs  timeoufly  ; 
yea,  do  it  in  time  of  health,  rather  than  delay  it  un¬ 
to  a  fick  bed,  or  a  death-bed  ;  for  either  you  may 
be  fnatched  off  fuddenly,  and  have  no  time  for  it  $ 
or  you  may  be  taken  with  fuch  a  diftemper  as  fliall 
feize  your  tongue,  fo  as  you  cannot  exprefs  your 
mind  ;  or  feize  your  underftanding,  fo  as  you  can¬ 
not  rationally  difpofe  of  your  effefts.  And  though 
none  of  thefe  fhould  happen,  yet  certainly  it  proves 
a  great  difturbance  to  a  dying  man,  to  be  calling 
up,  ordering  and  fettling  the  affairs  of  his  family 9 
when  he  fhould  be  fecuring  a  heavenly  manfion  for 
his  foul,  and  clearing  up  his  evidences  thereunto,, 
It  is  great  wifdom  to  put  this  affair  by  hand  ;  that 
you  may  have  as  little  to  do  with  the  world  as  may 
be,  and  all  occafions  ofdiftraftion  to  your  immortal 
foul  may  be  prevented,  when  it  is  near  to  its  flitting 
into  an  eternal  and  unchangeable  ftate. 

Moreover,  in  fettling  your  fecular  affairs,  obferve 
thefe  following  advices.  1.  Make  your  wills  cheer* 
fully,  and  freely  lay  down  whatever  you  enjoy, 
when  God  calls  you  to  it,  Praife  God  that  you 
had  thefe  things  while  you  needed  them  ;  and  when 
you  have  no  longer  ufe  for  them,  leave  them  with- 
out  repining,  to  thefe  that  come  after  you.  Look 
not  back  to  Egypt,  when  you  are  upon  your  inarch 
to  Canaan. 

2 dly,  See  that  you  deal  juftly,  in  providing  for 
your  family,  paying  all  your  juft  debts,  and  making 
reftitution  if  you  have  wronged  any.  Abhor  all  de- 
figns  of  defrauding  any  of  your  lawful  creditors  : 
For,  if  your  laft  aft  fhould  be  unjuft,  you  leave  a  blot 
upon  your  name  here  ;  and  ftnce  you  cannot  repent 
of  this  wickednefs,  it  being  among  your  laft  deeds, 
you  expofe  yourfelf  to  a  fearful  doom  in  the  world  : 
whither  you  are  going. 

$dly,  In  fettling  your  eftates,  fee  that  God  and 
good  ufes  be.  not  forgot  nor  left  ©uto  When  you 
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are  leaving  the  world,  and  can  glorify  God  no  long¬ 
er  heie  by  your  words  or  afnons,  fee  to  honor  the 
Lord  with  your  fubftance,  by  leaving  forne  part 
thwreof  to  a  pious  and  charitable  me.  I  know,  it- 
is  a  work  of  charity  to  give  for  maintaining  the 
bodies  of  the  poor  ;  and  especially  the  poor  of  God’s 
people,  who  belong  to  his  family  :  But  it  is*  much 
more  pious  and  charitable,  to  leave  fomewhat  for 
propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  in  dark  places,  for 
educating  poor  children  to  read  the  fcriptures,  and 
inftru&ing  ignorant  fouls  in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  fb  many 
rich  men  among  us  die,  and  leave  nothing  to  fuch 
pious  ufes.  The  liberality  of  papifts  on  their  death¬ 
beds,  may  give  a  {harp  challenge  to  many  profeiTed 
proteftants.  O  what  a  fhame  is  it  to  the  profeffors 
of  the  do<5trine  of  grace,  that  the  falfe  doftrines  of 
merit  and  purgatory  fhoirid  produce  fo  many  dona¬ 
tions  and  mortifications  among  the  papifts,  and  the 
faith  of  Chrift’s  moft  glorious  gofpel  {hould  not  do 
the  like  among  true  believers  !  Shall  the  proud  con¬ 
ceit  of  merit,  and  the  imaginary  fear  of  purgatory, 
prompt  men  to  do  more  this  way,  than  the  certain 
perfuafion  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  the 
well  grounded  hope  of  eternal  life  through  the  alone 
merits  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  O  what  a  reproach  is  this  to 
our  holy  religion  ! 

4 thly ,  It  might  be  much  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
good  of  fouls,  that  a  great  part  of  our  teftaments 
and  latter-wills  fhould  confift  of  folemn  charges, 
and  exhortations  and  bleftings  to  our  children,  or 
thofe  to  whom  we  bequeath  any  legacy  ;  fo  as 
they  can  never  open  our  teftaments,  or  look  into 
them,  but  they  might  hear  fomething  that  may  make 
impreflions  on  their  fouls,  for  their  fpiritual  edifica¬ 
tion,  and  for  quickening  them  to  the  diligent  prac¬ 
tice  of  both  family  and  perfonal  godlinefs. 


CHAP. 
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-  C  H  A  P.  II. 

Containing  fome  particular  Directions  to  thefe 
who  are  jharply  afflifted  with  Sicknefs  and 
long  Trouble . 

Direct.  I.  Juflify  God  in  the  greateft  affli<flion$ '  which  be- 

fal  you. 

THOUGH  God  fhould  condemn  you,  fee  that 
you  acquit  him,  and  fay,  he  is  righteous  in  all 
nis  dealings.  When  the  church  was  under  the 
heavieft  diftrefs,  fhe  finds  caufe  to  juftify  God,  Lam. 
i.  1 8.  “  The  Lord  is  righteous,  for  I  have  rebell¬ 

ed  againft  his  commandment.”  So  doth  godly 
Nehemiah,  Neh.  ix.  33.  “  Howbeit  thou  art  juft  in 
all  that  is  brought  upon  us  ;  for  thou  haft  done 
right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly.”  The  fame  doth 
holy  David  acknowledge,  Pfal.  cxix.  75.  “  I  know, 
O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  in 
faithfulnefs  thou  haft  afflicted  me.”  Now,  in  order 
to  bring  you  to  this  agreeable  frame,  and  to  convince 
you  of  the  equity  and  juftice  of  God  in  his  difpenfa- 
tions,  however  heavy  and  long  your  diftrefs  be,  I 
jhall  lay  before  you  the  following  eonfiderations  : 

j/lf  Confider  the  infinitely  hoJy  and  righteous  na¬ 
ture  of  that  God  who  fmiteth  thee,  Pfal.  cxix.  137. 
“  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  and  upright  are  thy 
judgments.”  We  prefume  it  of  a  righteous  man, 
that  he  will  do  righteous  things  ;  and  fhall  we  not 
much  more  believe  fo  of  a  holy  and  righteous  God  ? 
We  cannot  be  infallibly  certain  that  a  righteous 
man  will  always  do  fo  ;  for  a  righteous  man  may 
leave  his  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  the  creature  is  mu¬ 
table  :  but  God  is  immutably  righteous  ;  fo  that  we 
may  be  confident  of  it,  that  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  will  do  right,  for  it  is  impoffible  he  can  do 
otherwife,  Zech.  iii,  5.  ({  The  juft  Lord  is  in  the 
midft  thereof,  he  will  not  do  iniquity.”  He  will 
not,  he  cannot ;  for  it  is  contrary  to  his  nature. 

2  dfy, 
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2il!yy  Confider  that  God  never  brings  on  any  af- 
■$i&ion  without  a  caufe,  I  Cor.  *i.  30.  “  For  this 

caufe  many  are  rick,’’  He  hath  ftill  juft  ground 
for  the  heavieft  affli&ion,  from  thy  fins  and  provo¬ 
cations,  and  may  always  fay  to  thee,  as  to  Ifrael, 
Jer.  ii.  17.  1,9.  “  Haft  thou  not  procured  this  unto 

thyfelf,  in  that  thou  haft  forlaken  the  Lord  thy  God, 
when  he  led  thee  by  the  way  ?  Thine  own  wicked- 
nefs  ftiall  correct  thee,  and  thy  backflidings  ftiall  re¬ 
prove  thee  :  know  therefore,  and  fee,  that  it  is  an 
evil  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou  haft  forfaken  the 
Lord.”  There  is  ftill  ground  enough  for  afflic¬ 
tion  to  be  found  in  the  beft  of  God’s  people  ;  and 
therefore  it  isfaid,  Lam.  iii.  33.  “  For  he  doth  not 

afflidt  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.” 
No  ;  it  is  our  fins  that  oblige  him  to  it.  As  Chrift 
whipped  the  fellers  of  oxen  and  fheep,  out  of  the 
temple  with  a  whip  (as  is  generally  thought)  made 
of  their  own  cords  :  fo  God  never  fcourgeth  11s  but 
with  a  whip  made  of  our  own  fins,  Prov.  v.  22. 
u  His  own  iniquities  ftiall  take  the  wicked  himfelf, 
and  he  ftiall  be  holden  with  the  cords  of  his  fins.”  If 
we  confider  the  mighty  God  as  a  Lord  difpenfing 
grace,  then  we  find  he  adts  fovereignly,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  will  and  pleafure,  Matth.  xi.  26.  “  Even 

fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemeth  good  in  thy  fight.” 
But,  if  we  confider  him  as  a  Judge  difpenfing  judg¬ 
ments,  he  never  doth  it  without  a  foregoing  caufe  on 
the  creature’s  part.  God’s  treafure  of  mercy  is  al¬ 
ways  full  and  ready  to  be  let  out  to  them  that  feek 
it  ;  but  his  treafure  of  wrath  is  empty  till  men  fill  it 
up  by  their  fms,  Rom.  ii.  16.  “  Thou  treafureft  up 
to  thyfelf  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath.”  We 
do  always  provide  fewel  for  God’s  wrath  before  it 
kindle  and  break  out  upon  us. 

$({!y,  Confider  farther  this  inftance  of  God’s  equi* 
ty,  that  when  there  is  a  caufe  given,  God  doth  not 
prefently  take  it,  but  continues  to  threaten  oft,  and 
warn  long,  before  he  execute  the  fentence  ot  his 
word.  He  fends  letter  ftrokes  as  warnings  of  great- 
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er,  if  we  repent  not  ;  and  he  repeats  his  warnings 
many  times,  both  by  his  word  and  providence,  be¬ 
fore  he  fmite.  Yea,  even  when  repeated  warnings 
are  flighted,  he  delays  a  long  fine,  and  waits  to  be 
gracious,  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  And  when  man’s  obftinacy 
and  incorrigiblenefs  arrive  to  fuch  a  height,  that  he 
can  fpare  no  longer  ;  yet,  how  loth  is  he  to  give 
them  up  to  fevere  judgments  !  Hof.  xi.  8.  “  How 
iliall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  How  fhall  I  deliver 
thee,  Ifrael  ?  How  fhall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 
How  fhall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is 
turned  within  me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  togeth¬ 
er.' '  When  the  Lord  hath  fnners  in  his  arms, 
ready  to  give  them  up  to  fevere  judgments,  yet  he 
makes  a  (land,  and  would  fain  be  prevented  before 
he  proceed  to  his  flrange  work  ;  for  fo  he  calls  his 
a<hs  of  judgment,  Ifa.  xxviii.  2f.  A<5ts  of  mercy 
are  co-natural,  moft  agreeable  and  pleafant  to  God, 
Micah  vii..  18.  “  He  delighteth  in  mercy:  but 

judgment  is  his  flrange  a£t,  and  his  flrange  work. 

4^/j/y,  Confider,  that  when  at  laft  he  fends  ftrokes 
on  us,  they  are  always  fhort  of  the  caufe  ;  he  ex- 
a<f!s  not  the  \vhole  debt  that  fnners  owe  to  his  juf- 
tice,  as  Ezra  doth  acknowledge,  Ezra  ix.  13.  “  Thou 
naft  pun i flied  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.” 
The  ftroke  he  there  is  fpeaking  of,  was  a  moil  heavy 
judgment  ;  fearful  ruin  and  defolation  came  upon 
Jerulalem,  and  the  whole  land  of  Judah ;  the  city  and 
temple  were  burnt  to  allies,  the  people  carried  cap¬ 
tives  to  a  flrange  land,  and  treated  as  bond  f] aves 
among  the  heathens  :  Yet,  faith  the  holy  man. 
Thou  haft  pumfhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  de- 

rfTe\  %  ^*.Xt  is  trUe>  we  have  been  carried  to 
Babylon,  but  m  juftice  we  might  have  been  fent  to 

hell :  our  houfes  were  burnt,  but  our  bodies  might 
have  been  burnt  too  :  We  have  been  drinking  wa- 

Hr;6.  miSht  been  drinking  blood  :  We 
r  h  £nevous,  burdens  on  earth,  but  we  might 
from  Sroanmg  in  hell  :  We  were  banifhed 

rom  the  temple,  but  we  might  have  been  eternal- 

E  '  If 
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Ly  Laniflied  from  God’s  pfefence.’*  We  tliink  it  a 
great  favor  among  men,  when  any  punifhment  is 
mitigated,  when  the  fentence  of  death  is  changed 
into  banifhment,  or  when  banifliment  is  turned  into 
a  fine  ;  or  a  great  fine  is  made  fmaller  :  And  will 
you  think  that  God  deals  feverely  or  rigoroufiy 
with  you,  when  he  lays  you  on  a  fick-bed,  when  he 
might  iuftly  have  laid  you  in  hell,  and  poured  out 
all  his  wrath  upon  you  there  ?  You  but  t a'ftc  of  the 
brim  of  the  cup,  wdien  Gcd  might  caufe  you  dr-ink 
of  the  bottom  and  dregs  thereof. 

Have  you  not  caufe  then  to  acknowledge  God’s 
iuftice,  nay,  even  his  mercy  too,  in  his  dealings  wfith 
you,  howfever  rough  they  teem  to  be  ?  May  you  not, 
with  good  reafon  fay,  any  thing  lefs  than  hell  is  a 
mercy  to  fuch  an  ill-deierving  creature  as  I  am  ? 
If  even  a  hard-hearted  Pharaoh,  under  diftrefs,  came 
the  length  to  owrn  the  juftice  of  God,  Exod.  ix,  27. 
«  I  have  finned  ;  the  Lord  is  righteous  lhall  any 
profefEed  jChr.iftlan  fall  ihort  of  that,  obilinate  Egypt¬ 
ian  ? 


D'Rf.ct.  II.  Labor  ft  ill  to  be  fenfible  of  God’s  band  under 

heavy  aflli&ion,  and  beware  of  ftupidify  and  unconcerned- 
+  • 
nefs  under  it. 

T  is  a  fin  to. faint  under  heavy  affliftion,  but  it  is 
a  duty  to  feel  it,  Heb.  xii.  5.  “  My  fon,_del- 

tjife  not  thou  the  chaften-ng  of  the  Lord,  nor  taint 
vthen  thou  art  rebuked  of  him.”  ^he  Apoftle 
there  doth  caution  agairfft  two  extremes  which 
every  Chriftian  under'  the  rod  Mold  be  careful  to 
avoid,  1.  Defpifng  or  making  light  of  affiiaion. 
2.  Sinking  or  defending  upon  affiiaion.  We  are 
in  preat  hazard  of  running  into  the  one  or  the  other. 
As°to  the  firft,  We  may  be-fiidto  defpife  the  chaf¬ 
er,  ine  of  the  Lord  when  we  do  not  obferve  God's 
■hand  in  our  affiiaion,  fo  .  as  to  reform  the  things 
y, “hereby  he  was  difploifcd  :  :0r  when  we  refolve  to 
abide  the  trial,  by  the  ftrength  of  our  own  resolu¬ 
tions  and  f  Cut-hcnrtcdnefs,  wldftrn  lo,  king  to  God 
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for  iupponing  grace  :  Or  when  we  turn  ftupid  and 
•  nfenfible  under  the  heavy  and  long  continued*  rod. 
This  defpifing  and  flighting  of  the  rod,  13  not  pa¬ 
tience,  but  ftupidi’ty  ;  it  is  not  Chriftian  magnanimi¬ 
ty,  but  a  ftoical  temper  of  mind,  moft  fmful  and 
provoking  to  God.  We  fee  how  angry  God  is  with 
linners,  when  his  ftrokes  are  not  felt,  Ifa.  xli.  25. 
“  He  hath  poured  upon  him  the  fury  of  his  anger  ; 
and  it  hath  let  him  on  fire  round  about,  yet  he  knew 
not  ;  and  it  hath  burned  him,  yet  he  laid  it  not  to 
heart.”  Jer.  v.  3.  “  Thou  haft  ftricken  them,  bur. 
they  have  not  grieved  :  thou  haft  confurned  them, 
but  they  have  refufed  to  receive  correction:  they 
have  made  their  faces  harder  than  a  rock,  they  have 
refufed  to  return.”  There  is  little  hope  of  a  fcholar 
minding  his  lefl'on,  that  is  regardlefs  of  whipping. 
It  is  a  dreadful  fign  to  be  like  Pharaoh,  fleeping  in 
our  fms,  when  God  is  thundering  in  his  wrath.  He 
that  will  fleep  when  his  houfe  is  on  fire,  or  lie  ftill 
in  bed,  as  if  he  was  not  concerned,  may  alTureilly 
expeS  to  be  confurned  in  its  flames.  As*  David 
could  not  bear  it,  when  the  meffengers,  he  fent  to  the 
Ammonites  out  of  good  will,  were  affronted  and 
defpifed  ;  fo  neither  will  God  endure  it,  when  the 
meilengers  he  fends  to  finners  are  flighted  ;  for  he 
that  flights  a  meftenger,  affronts  his  m after.  Thole 
who  make  light  of  afrli&ion,  make  light  of  God  that 
fends  it,  and  make  light  of  fin  that  procures  it. 

%£/2.  But,  when  is  it  that  people  are  fuitably 
concerned  under  a  heavy  rod  ?  Anfw.  When  they 
lee  God’s  hand,  hear  God’s  voice,  ar.fwer  his  intent, 
are  curious  to  know  his  mind,  defirous  to  do  thefe 
things  he  requires*  and  reform  thefe  things  he  is  dif- 
pleafed  with. 

Remember,  every  afRi&ion  is  a  meffenger  from 
God,  and  deferves  a  hearing  from  you.  It  comes 
to  thee  with  fuch  a  menage  as  Ehud  did  to  Eglon, 
Judges  iii.  20.  “I  have  an  errand  from  God  to 
thee,  O  king  I  have  a  mellage  from  God  to  thee, 
O  Cnriftian,  O  firmer.  Well,  lend  an  ear,  and 
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iiearhc  i  with  reverence  and  attention  to  this  er¬ 
rand  ;  fay,  u  Speak,  Lord,  ior  thy  fervant  heareth, 
what  would (l  thou  have  me  to  do  >”  Believe  it, 
that  God  fpeaks  as  really  to  you  by  his  rod,  as  by 
Ins  word  ;  therefore  he  fays,  “  Hear  ye  the  rod.” 
God  fpake  as  truly  by  his  ten  plagues  to  Egypt,  as 
he  did  by  his  ten  precepts  to  IfraeL  And  if  the 
»  aim  voice  oi  the  word  were  more  regarded,  we 
ihould  hear  leis  of  the  rough  voice  of  the  rod.  As 
Gideon  took  briers  and  thorns  oi  the  wildernefs, 
and  with  them  taught  the  men  of  Snccoth,  who 
would  not  be  taught  by  fairer  means,  Judges  viii. 
1 6.  lo  God  takes  the  fharp  prickles  of  fore  afflic¬ 
tions,  to  teach  you  his  ftatutes,  when  you  will  not 
be  taught  by  fofter  methods.  Beware  then  of 
grieving  God’s  Spirit,  by  turning  ftupid  and  infenfi- 
ble  under  fharp  or  long  continued  trials  :  But,  the 
more  pains  God  is  at  with  you  by  his  rod,  hearken 
the  more  carefully  to  his  voice  ;  and  labor  to  make 
the  greater  proficiency  in  the  fchool  of  affli&ion, 
where  he  thinks  fit  to  continue  you  ;  that  fo  you 
may  inherit  that  bleffing,  Pfal.  xciv.  12.  u  BlefTed 
is  the  man  whom  thou  chafteneft,  O  Lord,  and 
t  cache  ft  him  out  of  thy  law.” 


Direct.  ITT.  Beware  of  niifconftru&liig  God’s  dealings  to 
wards  you,  and  of  charging  him  foolifhiy. 

WE  are  apt  to  believe  Satan’s  fuggeftions  un¬ 
der  heavy  trials,  and  to  entertain  wrong 
thoughts  of  God  and  his  difpenfations.  Now,  thefe 
you  ought  to  guard  againft  :  as,  for  inftance,  ifiy 
Beware  of  harboring  atheiftical  thoughts,  as  if  there 
were  no  Providence,  no  wife  Governor  of  this  lower 
world,  no  diftin&ion  betwixt  the  good  and  bad  ^ 
and  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  be  religious,  like  thefe 
mentioned  in  Mai.  iii.  14-  “  Ye  have  faid,  it  is  vain 
to  ferve  God  :  and  what  profit  is  it,  that  we  have 
kept  his  ordinances,  and  walked  mournfully  before 
the  Lord  of  Hofts  !”  Yea,  even  the  Pfalmift,  when 
lie  begins  to  compare  his  own  fharp  trials  with  the 
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wicked’s  eafe  and  prosperity,  is  tempted  to  think  all 
religion  ill  vain,  and  fay,  Pfa1 lxxiii.  13,  14, 
“  Verily  I  have  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vain,  and'  walk¬ 
ed  my  hands  in  innocency.  For  all  the  day  long 
have  I  been  plagued,  and  chaftened  every  morn- 
mg.”  But  thefe  are  nothing  but  the  hellifh  fuggef- 
tions  of  Satan,  that  irrecOncileable  enemy  of  God, 
and  precious  fouls,  agairift  which  we  fhoilld  clofely 
flop  our  ears. 

2 dly,  Be  w  Ere  of  charging  God  in  your  hearts 
with  rigor  or  injuftice  in  his  dealing,  like  thefe, 
Ezek.  xviii’.  2  3.  Yet  ye  fay,  the  way  of  the  Lord  is 
not  equal.  How  highly  unjuft  and  injurious,  are 
fuch  thoughts  to  him,  who  is  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth,  and  cannot  do  but  right  ! 

%dly,  Beware  of  thinking  that  heavy  afHift'iorns  do 
always  lpeak  wrath  in  God  againit  thee  :  No,  fome- 
times  they  fpeak  forth  love,  and  God  may  be  carry  ¬ 
ing  on  a  love-defign  thereby  to  thy  foul,  viz .  to  fub-~ 
due  thy  ftrong  lufts,  and  draw  thee  nearer  unto 
himfelf.  As  for  thefe  who  think  that  the  fmarting  rod 
and  divine  love  cannot  dwell  together,  let  them  read 
that  paflage,  Heb.  xii.  5,6.  “  And  ye  have  for¬ 

gotten  the  exhortation  which  fpeaketh  unto  you  as 
unto  children,  My  fon,  defpife  not  thou  the  chaften- 
ing  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked 
of  him.  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he  chafteneth  ; 
and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom  he  received}.” 

4 Beware  of  defponding  and  diftruftful 
thoughts  of  God,  under  fharp  afflictions,  Some  are 
ready  to  raze  the  foundation,  quit  their  intereft  in 
God,  and  the  promlfes,  and  c aft  away  their  hope 
and  confidence,  faying  with  Gideon,  judges  vi.  13., 
Oh  my  Lard,  if  the  Lord  be  with  us,  why  then  is  ail  this 
evil  befallen  us  ?  So  David  was  ready  to  draw  a  haftv 
conclufion,  Pfal.  xxxi.  22.  1  faid  in  my  hq/le,  J 

am  cut  off  from  before  thine  eyes.  But  this  was  the  ef- 

fe<ft  of  unbelief ;  for  he  that  believeth,  will  not  make 
.  foafte. 

E  2 


Direct, 


54 


Tlfflfled  Alan’s  Companion . 


Direct.  IV.  Under  fore  trouble  and  diftrefs,  labor  to  exer- 
cife  a  ftrong  and  lively  faith. 

IT  was  a  noble  and  heroic  refolution  in  that  holy 
man  Job,  under  his  fmgular  trials,  Job  xiii.  15. 
Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  1  trujl  in  him .  q.  d.  Let  my 
ferokes  be  never  fo  lore  and  heavy,  yet  I  will  not  let 
go  my  grips  of  his  word  and  promifes  ;  I  will  not 
raze  thefe  foundations  of  my  hope.  It  was  the 
way  the  Pfalmift  kept  himfelf  from  finking  under 
his  heavy  burdens,  Pfal.  xxviii.  13.  I  had  fainted, 
imlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs ,  of  the  Lord ,  :n  the 
land  of  the  living.  Conftder  but  a  little,  the  noble 
influence  that  faith  hath  to  {Lengthen  and  fupport 
the  foul  under  fore  trials. 

if,  Faith  grips  to  the  great  gofpel  promife  of 
falvation  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fo  fecures 
the  fouPs  main  intereft  through  eternity  ;  which 
may  make  the  foul  eafy  in  every  lot. 

idly.  Faith  views  God  in  Chrift,  at  the  helm  in  the 
greateft  ftorm,  and  fo  it  endures ,  as  feeing  him  who  is 
invifible ,  Heb.  xi.  2 7. 

3 dly.  Faith  calls  the  fouPs  anchor  upon  the  Rock 
of  Ages,  and  (lays  itfelf  on  God,  and  the  faithful 
promifes  ;  whereby  the  foul  is  eafed  and  dilburden- 
ed  ot  its  fears  and  melancholy  apprehenfions,  Pfal. 
iv.  22.  Ifa.  1.  10. 

4 thly.  Faith  brings  new  ftrength  and  auxiliary 
fupplies  of  grace  from  heaven,  when  the  former  fup- 
ply  is  exhaufted  and  fpent  ;  whereof  David  had  the 
fvveet  experience,  Pfal.  xxvip  1 3.  As  God  doth 
plant  and  a&uate  grace  in  the  foul,  fo  he  is  pleafed 
to  come  in  with  feafonable  fupplies  and  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  the  weak  and  decayed  graces  of  his  people, 
anfwerable  to  their  prefent  exigencies  and  preflures  : 
And  thus  he  doth  from  time  to  time  feed  the  be¬ 
liever’s  lamp  with  frefh  oil,  give  in  more  faith, 
more  love,  more  hope,  and  more  defires  j  and 
thereby  he  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and  (Lengthens 
the  things  which  remain,  when  ready  to  die. 
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ythly,  Faith  keeps  the  foul  from  finking  under 
heavy  trials,  by  bringing  in  former  experiences  of 
the  power,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  the  af¬ 
flicted  foul :  Hereby  was  the  Pfalmift  fupported  in 
diftrefs,  Pfal.  xiii.  6.  Pfal.  lxxxvii.  4.  Q,  faith 
faith,  remember  what  God  hath  done  both  for  thy 
outward  and  inward  man  ;  he  hath  not  only  deliv¬ 
ered,  thy  body  when  in  trouble,  but  he  hath  done 
great  things  for  thy  foul ;  he  hath  brought  thee  out 
of  a  fate  of  black  nature,  entered  into  a  covenant- 
relation  with  thee,  and  made  his  goodnefs  pafs  be¬ 
fore  thee  ;  he  hath  helped  thee  to  pray,  and  many 
times  hath  heard  thy  prayers  and  thy  tears.  Hath 
he  not  formerly  brought  thee  out  of  the  horrible 
pit,  and  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  put  a  new  fong 
in  thy  mouth,  and  made  thee  to  refolve  never  to 
give  way  to  fuch  unbelieving  doubts  and  fears  a- 
gain  ?  And  how  unbecoming  is  it  for  thee  now  to 
link  in  trouble  ? 

6thly,  Faith  fupports  the  foul,  by  giving  it  a  pleaf- 
unt  view  and  proipe<5t  of  a  happy  outgate  from  all 
trouble  ;  when  it  (hall  be  admitted  to  fee  and  dwell 
with  Chrift  hereafter.  Thus  was  Job  fupported  in 
hisgreateft  diftrefs,  Job  xix.  25,  26,  27.  “  For  I 

know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  ;  and  that  he  fhall 

hand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth _ Whom  I 

fhall  fee  for  myfelf,  and  mine  eyes  fhall  behold,55 
&c.  A  believing  view  of  the  foul's  meeting  with 
its  Redeemer,  and  receiving,  a  crown  of  glory  from 
him  at  laft,  is  an  excellent  fupport  to  a  Chriftian  un¬ 
der  the  heavieft  aftliCHon  :  and  fo  was  it  to  Paul 
2  i  im.  iv.  7,  8. 

7 My,  Faith  gives  great  fupport,  by  the  encourg- 
ing  reprefentations  it  makes  of  Chrift,  and  of  his 
prefent  concern  for  the  believer  while  under  afflic¬ 
tion.  As  for  inftance,  i ft.  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  to 
a  beiiever  under  trials,  as  fympathizing  with  him 
under  his  diftrefs, ,  feeling  his  pain,  hearing  his 
groans,  nearing  his  burdens,  and  ready  to  relieve 

him 


' 

-  V  •  *V  -•  -/ WjgU 


$(>  Affiifad  Mar? i  Companion* 

him  in  his  ©\va  appointed  time,  which  it  well  be- 
cometh  him  to  wait  for. 

idly.  Faith  reprefents  Chrifl  as  putting  in  his  al- 
might^  arm  under  the  believer's  head,  and  convey¬ 
ing  invifible  ftrength  to  fupport  and  hold  him  up 
under  his  greateft  preffures. 

^  Faith  reprefents  Chrifl  as  pleading  the  af- 
fli(5ted  believer’s  caufe  with  God,  and  anfwering  all 
the  charges  of  the  law,  the  challenges  of  confcience, 
and  accufations  of  Satan  againfl  him. 

4 Faith  reprefents  Chrifl  as  handing  by  the 
furnace  as  a  refiner  where  his  gold  is  melting  ; 
carefully  overfeeing  the  trials  of  his  people,  that 
they  may  work  for  their  good  ;  and  ready  to  bring 
them  out  thereof,  when  they  are  fufRciently  purified 
from  their  drofs. 

$thly.  Faith  reprefents  Chrifl  as  fmiling  on  his 
people  under  the  crofs,  whifpering  peace  into  their 
car,  and  faying,  IV dl  dene,  good  and  faithful  fervant. 

Direct.  V.  Labor  to  bear  with  patience  whatever  load  cf 
trouble  the  Lord  appoiats  for  you. 

WE  will  perhaps  obferve  fome  who  are 
(hangers  to  religion  contentedly  enduring 
very  painful  evils  ;  and  this  they  may  do  by  virtue 
of  a  natural  hardinefs  and  refolution  which  fome  are 
endowed  with,  or  upon  the  account  of  arguments 
furnifhed  by  human  prudence  :  This  is  only  pa¬ 
tience  as  a  moral  virtue,  which  fome  attain  to.  But 
it  is  patience  as  a  fpiritual  grace,  or  a  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  which  we  mull  aim  at  under  our  trials  ;  that 
we  may  bear  them  contentedly  from  divine  princi¬ 
ples,  to  divine  ends.  Now  this  grace  of  patience  we 
muff  earnefll y  beg’  from  God  under  heavy  afflic¬ 
tions,  for  it  is  only  he  that  muff  work  it  in  us  ;  and 
therefore  he  is  called  ihe  God  of  patience,  Rom.  xv. 
£.  And  in  order  to  your  attaining  of  this  grace,  I 
fhall  lay  before  you  the  following  confiderations, 
which  may  be  ufefu’ij  through  the  Lord’s  blefling, 
fer  that  end. 
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1 Coniider  the  patience  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Ohrid  under  fufferings  inexpreflibly  greater  than 
yours.  When  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him, 
and  put  him  to  grief ;  how  patiently  did  he  bear  all  l 
according  to  that  remarkable  word,  Ifa.  lii<.  7. 

He  was  oppreifed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  he 
opened  not  his  mouth  ;  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to 
the  daughter,  and  as  a  fheep  before  her  fhearers  is 
dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.”  Now,  Chrifl 
buffered  as  an  example  of  patience,  though  it  was  not 
his  chief  end  ;  and  furely  all  the  members  of  the 
body  fhould  ftudy  to  imitate  the  head  in  patience. 
Did  your  bleffed  Saviour  patiently  endure  fuch  ago¬ 
nies  and  preffures  of  wrath  for  you  ;  and,  will  you 
decline  to  undergo  fome  fhort  pains  or  ficknefsan 
obedience  to  his  commands  ? 

idly,  Condder  God’s  fovereignty  over  you.  He 
is  the  great  Potter,  and  you  are  his  clay  :  and  why 
may  he  not  do  with  you  as  he  pleafeth  ?  If  your 
children  offend  you,  youfeourge  them,  and  perhaps 
do  it  fometimes  without  reafon  ;  yet  how  ill  do  you 
take  it,  when  they  refufe  to  fubmit  ?  How  will  you 
drive  and  fpur  your  horfes  under  you,  and  may  be 
fometimes  unreafonably  ?  Yet  they  bear  all  quietly, 
and  make  no  refiftance.  Shall  they  take  blows  from 
their  mader  ;  and  will  not  you  from  your  Maker, 
that  has  far  more  power  over  you  ?  If  any  challenge 
you  for  cruelty  to  your  children  or  beads,  you  take 
it  not  well,  becaufe  you  think  you  may  do  what 
you  will  with  your  own,  and  no  man  hath  a  right 
to  quarrel  you  :  But}  hath  not  God  a  greater  prop¬ 
erty  in  you,  than  you  in  your  children  or  cattle  ? 
And,  will  you  not  patiently  fubmit  to  your  wife  and 
abfolute  Sovereign  ? 

3 Confider  thy  fin  as  the  meritorious  caufe  of 
all  thy  afflpdions,  however  heavy  they  be.  If  thou  had 
light  thoughts  cf  thy  fins,  and  the  aggravations 
thereof,  thy  mind  may  be  compofed  to  a  patient 
iubmidion  to  God’s  hand  :  If  dn  be  heavv  on  thee3 
all  thy  afflictions  will  be  light.  Luther  gives  this  ar>, 
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a-reafon  why  .he  flighted  the  rage  of  the  pope  and 
emperor,  and  all  his  outward  troubles  ;  They  are 
au  littie  to  me,  became  iin  is  io  weighty  on  me. 
Hence  it  was  that  Paul  complained  not- at  all  of  his- 
fufFeringS)  for  as  great  as  they  were  ;  but  he  cried 
out  much  or  ms  uns,  Rom.  vn.  2 g.  -O  ivretched  man 
that  I  am ,  riv,-:o  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  !  Senfe  of  iin  doth-  fwallow  up  the  lenfe  of  at- 
Hiftion,  as  the  ocean  doth  little  brooks.  For,  with 
whom  fhouldft-  thou  quarrel,  but  thyfelf,  when  thou 
biingeft  troubles  on  thyfelf?  This  confideration 
fhould  bring  thee  to  refolve  and  fay  with  the  proph¬ 
et,  Micah  via  9.  /  <wiU  bear  the  indignation  of  the 

I^ord,  lecaufe  I  have  finned  againjb  him. 

j\.th!yy  Conlider,  how  fharp  foever  the  pains  are, 
you  are  called  to  bear,  yet  they  fall  infinitely  fhort 
of  what  you  have  juflly  deferved  at  God’s  hands. 
It  is  of  his  infinite  mercy  that  death  and  everlafting 
definition  have  not  been  your  portion  long,  fince  ; 
and  that  you  are  not  new  roaring  under  the  extrem¬ 
ity  of  his  indignation  in  the  bottomlefs  pit,  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  devil  and  his  angels*  And  confequent- 
ly,  whatfoever  falls  fhort  of  this,  is  truly  a  great 
mercy  ;  and  is  fo  far  from  being  ground  of  quarrel¬ 
ling,  that  the  greatefl  fufferer  on  this  fide  hell,  hath 
ju-fl  caufe  to  admire  God’s  clemency  in  dealing  more 
favorably  with  him  than-  he  hath  deferved. 

Sth[%  Compare  thy  cafe  with  others  that  have 
been,  or  prefently  are  in  dHlrefs.  I>o  not  fay  there 
is  none  fo  hardly,  dealt  with  as  thou  art  ;  for  thou 
knowefl  not  the  afBiftion  of  others.  Conlider  duly  the 
trials  of  that  eminent  faint  Job)  in  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  thereof*  and  fee  if  you  can  fay  that  your 
forrow  is  near  fo  great  as  his  forrow  vvas4  Again, 
compare  your  cafe  with  that  of  the  damned  in  hell, 
who  lif,  and  fry  in  endlefs  «and  eafeleis  flames,  fo 
that  they  have  no  reft  day  nor  night,  but  the  fmoke 
of  their  torment  afeends  for  ever  :  And  think  what 
a  blefling  it  is,  that  you  are  yet  in  a  (late  of  ialvation, 
and  not  delivered  over  to  thefe  everlafting  burnings, 

which 
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which  were  the  due  demerits  of  your  fins,  nnd  to 
which  you  might  long  ago  have  been  juftly  con¬ 
demned,  had  it  not  been  lor  the  patience  and  long- 
fuffering  of  Almighty  God,  who  waiteth  to  be 
gracious  to  guilty dinners.  When  you  confider  thefe 
things,  inftead  of  being  diffatisfied  with  the  divine 
difpenfations,  you  have  caufe  to  blefs  God,  that 
matters  are  not  worle  with  you  5  and  that  you  arc 
kept  out  of  hell  to  this  day,  where  thoufan'ds,  no 
more  guilty  than  you,  are  prefently  roaring  in  end- 
lefs  defperatan.- 

Unto  thefe  cowfiderations  I  (hall  fubjoin  fome  few 
helps  or  advices,  in  order  to  the  attaining  of  pa¬ 
tience  under  fore  troubles.  1.  Labor  to  get  pardon 
of  fin  and  peace  with  God,  fecured  to  thy  foul, 
and  this  will  enable  you  to  bear  the  heavieft  crofs 
with  patience.  Hence  it  was  that  Luther  cried, 
“  Smite,  JLord,  as  thou  wilt,  I  take  all  in  good  part, 
feeing  my  fms  are  pardoned  :  G  !  pardon  of  fin  is 
the  crowning  bleflmg,  therefore  will  I  bear  any 
thing,  I  will  fwallow  up  quarrelling  into  admiring  ; 
I  will  welcome  the  pruning  knife,  feeing  there  is  no 
fear  of  the  bloody  ax  to  fellme  down.,, 

2.  Labor  to  fee  God’s  hand  in  thy  affliction.  Do 
not,  like  the  dog,  fnarl  at  the  (lone,  but  look  up  to 
the  hand  that  throws  it.  And  furely  a  view  of  the 
hand  of  a  holy  God,  may  ferve  to  calm  all  the  boif- 
terous  waves  of  thy  corruption  ;  fo  did  it  with  Da¬ 
vid,  Pfal.  xxxix.  9.  I  ojas  dumb,  I  opened  not  my 
mouth ,  lecaufe  thou  d'idji  it.  When  he  looked  to  the 
inftruments  and  iecond  caufes  of  his  afflictions,  his 
heart  waxed  hot,  and  the  lire  of  his  inward  paffion 
began  to  bum  and  break  out  ;  but  when  he  once 
cfpied  God’s  hand  and  feal  to  the  warrant  for  his 
correction,  he  became  blent,  and  patiently  fubmitted 
to  the  divine-will. 

3.  Get  a  humble  and  felf-denied  frame  of  fpirit* 
that  you  may  have  low  thoughts  of  yourfelves,  and 
of  all  your  attainments  whatfomever.  A  proud 
mail  cannot  think  of  fubmitting  to  the  divine  will, 

but 
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but  v.  ill  break  before  he  bow.  Hence  we  fee  a  vaft 
difference  betwixt  a  proud  Pharaoh,  and  an  humble 

t  /nf er,  ,the,  r<f. :  The  one  fays,  Who  is  the  Lord, 
,  /  Jhoujd  obey  htm  ?  But  the  other  faith,  It  is  the 

.Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good 1 

4-  Get  love  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Love  is  an  enduring 
principle,  i  Cor.  xin.  7.  It  endureth  all  things.  It 
makes  the  foul,  like  the  kindly  child,  draw  nearer  to 
vnnit,  the  more  it  is  beaten. 

^  .  s  ways  and  dealings  with  you 

always  m  the  beft  fenfe.  And,  hjlly.  Be  earned  in 
prayer,  that  God  may  conquer  your  rebellious  will, 
and  lubdue  thofe  mutinous  rifings  of  heart  within 
you  againft  himfelf. 


Direct,  VI.  Beware  of  envyiDg  wicked  men,  when  vou  fee 
them  in  health  and  profperity.  ' 

THE  Pfalmift,  when  he  was  chaftened  every 
morning  and  in  great  adverfity,  was  liable 
to  this  evil,  PfaL  Ixxiii,  3.  /  was  envious  at  the  fooU 

ifh,  when  I  Jaw  the  profperity  of  the  wicked .  Corrupt 

nature  doth  ftrongly  incline  us  to  this  firful  difpofi- 
tion,  efpecially  in  the  day  of  fore  afflitfion  ;  for  the 
[p'-rit  that  dwelleth  in  us,  lujleth  to  envy ,  James  iv.  5. 
But,  did  we  rightly  consider  the  {fate  of  wicked  men, 
we  would  fee  greater  ground  to  pity  than  envy  them 
inthemoft  profperous  condition:  Why?  The  prof 
perity  of  the  fools Jhall  dejlroy  them ,  Prpv.  i.  3  a.  It  makes 
them  forget  God,  and  turn  hardened  and  fecure  in 
fm,  which  haftens  their  ruin.  Who  would  envy  a 
malefa&or’s  going  up  a  high  ladder,  and  being 
mounted  above  the  reft  of  the  people,  when  it  is  on¬ 
ly  for  a  little,  and  in  order  to  his  being  turned  over 
and  hanged  ?  This  is  juft  the  cafe  of  wicked  men, 
who  are  mounted  up  high  in  profperity ;  for  it  is  fo, 
only  that  they  may  be  caft  down  deeper  into  de¬ 
finition.  Obferve  that  word,  Pial.  xxxvii.  1,2. 
“  Fret  not  thyfelf  becaufe  of  evil-doers,  neither  be 
thou  envious  againft  thofe  that  work  iniquity  :  For 
they  (hall  foon  be  cut  down  like  graft,**  &c,  And 
'  *  *  '  that 
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drat  word,  Pfalm  xcii.  7.  “When  the  wicked  fpring 
as  the  grafs,  and  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity 
■  do  flourilh,  it  is  that  they  fhall  be  dcflroyed  for  ever.’’ 
.It  would  be  a  brutifn.  thing  to  envy  an  ox  his  high 
and  fweet  pafture,  when  he  is  only  thereby  fitted  to 
the  day  of  daughter.  Who  would  have  envied  the1 
beads  of  old,  the  garland  and  ribbons  with  which 
the  heathen  adorned  them  when  they  went  to  be  fac- 
rificed  ?  Thefe  external  ornaments  of  health,  wealth, 
,pleafures  and  preferments,  wherewith  wicked  men 
are  endowed,  cannot  make  their  date  happy,  nor 
change  their  natures  to  the  better.  Whatever  ap¬ 
pearance  thefe  things  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
they  are  but  like  a  noifome  dunghill  covered  with 
fcarlet,  as  vile  and  loathfome  in  God’s  fight  as  ever. 
How  quickly  is  the  beauty  of  earthly  things  blafted  ? 
The  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  f  sort ?  job  xx.  5. 
They  live  in  pleafures  on  the  earth ,  for  a  while  ;  but 
God  fets  them  in  flippery  .places,  from  whence  they 
foon  Aide  into  perpetual  pain  and  anguifh.  They 
have  a  fhort  time  of  mirth,  but  they  (hall  have  an 
.eternity  of  mourning.  The  longer  their  profperity 
is,  their  fins  are  the  greater,  and  their  fufFerings 
will  be  more  grievous.  But,  O  believer,  it  is  ?n 
mercy  to  thee,  that  God  doth  hedge  up  thy  way 
with  thorns,  that  thou  mayeft  not  find  thy  paths  4 
whilil  he  turns  the  wicked  loofe,  and  fufFers  them  to 
ffray  and  wander  whither  they  will,  to  their  eternal 
ruin.  God  takes  this  method  with  thee,  to  make 
you  meet  for  an  inheritance,  and  prepare  you  for  a 
crown  of  glory  ;  but  he  takes  a  contrary  way  with 
the  wicked,  to  fit  them  for  deflrudion  :  Therefore 
you  ought  not.  to  he  fretful  under,  his  hand,  but 
thaakful.^  We  read  of  queen  Elizabeth,  when  fhe 
was  in  prifon,  how  fhe  envied  the  poor  milkmaid  fhe 
faw  paffing  by,  and  would  have  thought  herfelf 
happy  to  have  been  in  her  condition  :  but  had  that 
afni&ed  princefs  known  the  glorious  reign  of  forty- 
our  years  fhe  was  (bon  to  enter  upon,  (he  would  not 
h*tve  repined  at  the  happinefs  of  fo  mean  a  perfon. 

^  But, 
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But,  O  afflitted  believer,  it  is  not  a  glorious  reiga 
for  a  fet  number  of  years,  that  i» provided  for  thee1’ ; 
it  is  even  a  reign  with  glorious  Chrift  thy  Redeemer 
tor  ever  and  ever  :  And,  haft  thou  any  ground  to  be 
difcontented  or  envious  ?  ’  * 


Direct.  VII. ;  Guard. againil  repining  complaints  and  difeon- 
tented  murmurings  againft  the  providence  of  God,  under 
heavy  ficknefsand  afhi&ion. 


WE  fee*  the  mmmurers  and  complainers  are 
^  claHecl  with  thefe  that  walk  after  their  own 

tails,  Judge  w.  1 6.  I  know,  the  people' of  God  are 
liable  to  murmuring  and  impatience  alfb  under  af- 
HuSrion  ;  but  there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  them 
and  the  . wicked.  Til  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  be¬ 
lievers7  murmurings  afterwards,  when  I  come  to 
fpeak  of  their  cafe  in  particular;  but' here  I  fhall 
handle  the  fin  of  murmuring  in  general,  and  as  it 
appears  mainly  in  the  unregenerate,  under  heavy 
afHiiflion. 

This  fin  of  murmuring  is  the  froth  of  impatience, 
and  feum  of  difeontent ;  it  is  firft  cherifhed  by  re¬ 
pining  thoughts,  and  then  vented  by  unfuitable  com¬ 
plaints  and  expostulations,  taxing  the  adminiftration 
of  providence,  as  if  God  dealt  too  hardly  with  us0 
Our  very  thoughts  are  audible  with  God,  yea,  as 
Joud  in  his  ears,  as  words  are  in  ours  ;  but  it  is  yet 
-  worfe,  when  reping  thoughts  are  not  crufhed,  5  but 
fuffered  to  break  out  into  words  tending  to  the  dif- 
honor  of  God. 


'Que/l.  But,  it  is  altogether  unlawful  to  complain 
of  afRicHon,  whatever  be  our  cafe  ! 


An f ilk  Humble  complaints  are  not  murmurings, 
nor  finful  in  themfelves  ;  otherwise  tliere  would  be 
no  room  for  prayer,  and  for  fpreading  out  cur  dif- 
trefled  cafe  before  the  Lord.  W e  .find  God’s  chil¬ 


dren  making  complaints  -  in  afEi<5tion  ;  but  then  they 
do  not  cpmplain  of  God,  but  to  God,  with  a  hum¬ 
ble- inquiry  into  the  caufe  and  meaning  of  his  difi- 
^penfafionsy  and  hying  all  the  bhnie  upon  themfelv 
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sls  did  Job,  chap.  x.  1,  2-.;  “  I  will  leave  my  com* 

plaint  upon  myfelf ;  I  will  fpeak  in  the  bitternefs  of 
my  foul,  I  will  fay  unto  God,  do  not  condemn  me  : 
fhew  me  wherefore  thou  •  contended  with  me.” 
Thus  the  blefted  Son  of  God  himfelf  did,  in  his  dif* 
trefs,  when  he  cried,  My  God ,  my  God,  why  haft  thou 
forfaken  me  P  But  there  we  may  oblerve,  he  com¬ 
plains  to  Gody  not  of  God  ;  he  hath  not  a  hard 
word  or  thought  of  God,  but  exprefteth  a  holy  con¬ 
fidence  in  God,  My  God,  my  Gcd ;  he  hath  two 
words  of  faith  for  one  word  of  fear,  he  humbly  in¬ 
quires  into  the  caufe  of  the  difpenfation,  and  defire 
to  bring  up  his  will  to  God,  not  that  God  fnould 
bring  down  his  will  to  him  :  If  it  be  pojftble,  fays'  he, 
let  this  cup  pafs  ;  however,  glorify  thy  name,  provide 
for  thy  own  glory,  and  do  with  me,  what  thou 
pleafefh  In  this  matter  our  Lord  doth  fet  himfelf 
as  an  example  of  patience  to  us,  teaching  us  to  be¬ 
ware  of  impatient  murmuring  and  quarrelling  with 
God’s  providence  in  our  afHi&ion  ;  which  many 
times  we  are  guilty  of,  either  when  we  harbor  harfti 
thoughts  of  God’s  dealings,  or  break  forth  into  rafft 
and  unadvifed  fpeeches  ;  when  we  charge  God 
foolifhly,  and  complain  either  of  too  much  feverity, 
as  Ezek.  xviii-  2.  25.  or  too  long  delay,  as  Ifa. 
xlix.  14.  or  when  our  complaints  are  mixed  with 
unbelief  and  diftruft,  as  Pfal.  lxxviii.  19.  or  when  we 
complain  more  of  our  punifhment  than  we  do  of 
our  fin,  and  nothing  will  fatisfy  us  but  deliverance 
from  trouble. 

Now,  to  deter  you  from  thefe  murmurings  and 
complaints  in  trouble,  I  fhail  lay  before  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  confiderations  :  ift,  They  who  deferveworft 
do  commonly  complain  and  murmur  moft,  and  are 
mo  ft  ready  to  think  they  are  hardly  dealt  with. 
The  unthankful  Ifraelites  were  ft  ill  murmuring. 
Ambitious  Abfalom  was  difeontented.  Bloody 
Ilaman,  in  midft  of  all  his  greatnefs,  cries  out, 
IVhat  doth  all  this  avail  me  P  But  humble  Jacob  faith, 
he  was -not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  ail  the  mercies  and 

truth 
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tmrn  which  God  had  ftiewed  him.  And  holy  for? 
bkiies  vTodj  arid  patiently  fubsnits,  when  he  took 
from  him,  as  well  as  when  he  gave  him. 

telly.  Murmuring  is  a  fin  that  God  takes  fpeciat 
notice  oi,  and  looks  on  as  an  injury-  and  atfront 
do-ne  immediately  again!!  himfelf,  Numb.  xiv.  ir: 
^  I  have  heard  the  murmurings  of  the  children  of. 
iirael,  which  they  murmur  again!!  me/*  He  that 
gives  ear  to  the  groans  of  his  own  Spirit,  doth  alfo 

v  *1"  grumblings  of  thine,  and  will  reckon  with 
thee  for  them. 

3 -dtyr  It  can  no  wi ft  benefit  or  relieve  us  in  dif 
trefs.  I  may  lay  of  finful  complaining,  (as  Chrift 
of  fmfii]  care)  Which  of  y«u,  by  complaining,  can 
add  one  cubit  to  his  ftature  ?  What  eafe  or  relief 
can  you.  get  by  contending  with  God?  Nay,  in- 
Head  of  eafing  you  of  your  burden,  it  will  make  it 
the  heavier  ;  as  a  child,  the  more  he  druggies  with 
his  parents,  he  is  the  more  beaten.  The  Ifraelites 
were  once  within  eleven  days  journey  of  Canaan  ; 
but  by  their  murmuring*'  they  provoked  God  to 
lead  them  forty  years  march  in  the  wildernefs  before 
they  could  reach- it. 

-jSfiLly,  Whatever  be  your  diftrefs,  there  is  no  juft 
ground  for  complaints*  whilft  thou. haft,  thy  life  fo? 
a  piey.  Remember  that  word  of  the  afBkfted 
church,  Lam.  iii.  39.  “  Wherefore  doth  a  living 

man.  complain,  a  man  for  the  punifhment  of  hb 
fins  1”  A  man  living,  a  man  upon  the  earth,  a  man 
out  of  hall  hath  no  caufe  to  complain,  whatever  be 
his  afftuftion.  For,  let  him  compare  hrs .  fulf  ,&'nd 
punifhment  together,  he  will  find  there  is  no  pro¬ 
portion  :  fm  is  a  tranfgreflion  again!!  the  infinite 
God  ;  punifhment  is  but  an  afHhftion  upon  the  finite 
creature  r  fin  ftrikes  at  the  very  being  of  God  ;  but 
punifhment  only  at  the  comfort  of  the  creature.  So 
that  whatever  your  punifhment  be,  you  have  more 
caufe  to  give  thanks  than  to  complain  ;  and  to  fay 
With  E2ra,  T'hou  haft pun'rjhed  us  lejs  than  our  iniquities 

defer ve*  It  might  have-been  a  thoufond  times  worfe% 

if  ' 
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if  drift  judice  had  been  the  rule  5  It  is  of  the  Lard’s 
mercies  we  are  not  confumed. 

Sth!yy  When  you  murmur  under  ficknefi;*  you 
quarrel  with  the  mdfenger  of  that  fovereign  God, 
who  gave  you  your  lives,  and  can  take  them  again  - 
when  he  thinks  fit  ;  and  we  know  mefiengers  ought 
not  to  be  maltreated  or  abufed,  whatever  be  their 
commiflion,  and  far  lefs^when  they  are  fent  upon  a 
good  defign.  Now,  if  you  confider  the  defign  of 
this  meffenger  and  his  errand  to  you,  inftead  of 
fretting  and  quarrelling  at  his  coming,  you  ought 
rather  to  blefs  God  that  fends  fuch  a  datable  har¬ 
binger  and  forerunner  to  tell  y oft  that  death  is  ap¬ 
proaching,  and  that  he  vouchfafes  to  take  fo  much 
pains  on  you,  to  wean  you  from  the  world,  and  make 
you  willing  to  be  gone,  by  long  continued  trouble  $ 
when  he  might  have  feized  you  in  a  violent  man¬ 
ner,  and  driven  you  away  by  main  force,  without 
ufing  any  means  to  obtain  yourconfent.  Have  nor 
many,  who  were  moil  unwilling  to  die,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  ficknefs,  been  brought,  by  the  increafe 
and  continuance  of  it,  to  be  well  fatisfied  to  leave 
the  world,  and  long  to  be  with  Chriil  ?  And  was 
not  this  for' their  advantage  ? 

6thly,  Confider  the  great  evil  and  fmfulnefs  of 
impatient  murmurings,  complaints  and  quarrelling^ 
under  affliftion. 

1.  Murmuring  hath  init  much  unbelief  and  difi- 
tfuft  of  God,  Pfal.  cvi.  24,  2  5.  ‘They  believed  net  his 
wordy  but  murmured  in  their  tents .  They  could  not 
believe  that  the  wildernefs  was  the  way  to  Canaan, 
that  God  would  provide  and  furnifh  a  table  for  them 
there,  and  relieve  them  in  all  their  firaits.  So  it  is 
with  us  in  trouble,  we  quarrel  with  God’s  provi¬ 
dence,  becatife  we  do-  not  believe  his  promifes  ;  we 
do  not  believe  that  this  can^be  confident  with  love, 
or  can  work  for  good  in  the  end. 

2.  It  hath  in  it  unthanfulnefs.  While  we  com-* 
plain,  of  one  affliftion,  we  overlook  a  thoufand. 
mercies.  The  Ifraelites  murmured  fo  for  what  they 
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haQ  not,  that  they  unthankfully  forgot  all  they  had, 
Whereas  a  thankful  perfon  is  fo  far  from  fretting 
that  God  doth  not  give  him  every  *hing,  that  he 
wonders  that  God  fliould  give  him  any  thing.  lam, 
hfs  than  the  leaf  of  all  thy  mercies ,  faid  Jacob,  JVe  are 
perplexed ,  faid  Paul,  hut  not  in  defpair  :  we  have  God 
to  go  to,  which  is  matter  of  praife.  But  the  mur- 
murer  unthankfully  overlooks  all  his  prefent,  and 
forgets  all  his  former  mercies  ;  and  gives  not  God 
thunks  for  any  thing*  Becaufe  God  removes  his 
comforts,  his  health,  flrength  and  eafe  for  a  time  ; 
all  the  years  he  formerly  enjoyed  them,  though  mod 
undefervedly,  are  quite  buried  in  oblivion. 

3*  It  implies  much  pride  and  felf-conceit.  He 
that  complains  of  God’s  dealings,  fecretly  applauds 
his  own  defervings.  Only  by  pride  comes  contention . 
vVhen  men  have  a  conceit  of  themfelv.es,  they  pick 
quarrels  with  God's  providence,  being  apt  to  think 
they  dcferve  better  treatment  at  his  hands  :  Where¬ 
as*  the  humble  foul  is  fenfible  he  deserves  nothing 
but  wrath,  and  therefore  lays'  his  hand. on  his  mouth 
v/Ken  the  Lord  afili<£ts  him. 

4.  It  involves  men  into  rebellion  againfl:  God. 
When  God  ftrikes  men  for  fin,  murmurs  fly  in  his 
lace,  and  kick  againfl  Ids  flaokes,  like  bullocks  un- 
accuflomed  to  the  yoke.  They  in  fome  refpe<?t  re¬ 
ferable  that  defperate  apoftate  Julian,  of  whom  it  is 
.written,  that  he  fhot  up  his  darts  againft  heaven, 
when  he  was  in  dill  refs.  They  fid  til  that  word, 
Prov.  xix.  3.  The  fool'fhnefs  of  man  perverteth  his  way, 
and  his  heart  fretteth  cgahijl  the  Lord L  The  -repining 
heart  boils  with  rage  againil  God  and  his  difpen fac¬ 
tions,  like  thefe  wicked  Jews  when  hungry  and 
hardly  beftead,  Ifa  viii.  21.  They  Jhall  fret.  them. - 
fives,  and  cutfe  their  king  and  their  God ,  and  look  up¬ 
ward.  ^ 

5.  It  imports  much  impenitency  and  unhumbled- 
nefs  for  fin  ;  and  that  we  have  feen  little  of  the  in¬ 
trinsic  evil  ot  fm ;  and  of  our  ill-defervings  for  it. 
C  m  we  truly  believe  that  our  fins  deferve  hell-fire, 

and 
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and  yet  Impatiently  repine  at  ftcknefs  and  Idler* 
ftrokes  upon  our  bodies  ? 

6.  It  includes  much  atheifm  and  blafphemy  a* 
gainft  God,  and  his  infinite  perfections  in  feveral 
refpeCts :  ^ 

(i.)  By  our  impatient  murmurings,  we  either 
virtually  deny  that  things  here  below  arc  governed 
by  God’s  providence  ;  or  elfe, 

(2.)  We  tax  his  providenee  with  unrighteoufnefs 
in  the  managements  thereof ;  as  if  God  did  with¬ 
hold  from  us  what  is  due,  or  inflict  on  us  what  we 
have  not  deferved.  Oh  what  atheifm  is  this  !  Shall 
not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  May  he 
not,  upon  the  jufteft  ground,  anfwer  every  murmur,- 
as  Matth.  xx.  13..  Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong  P 

(3.)  We  in  effe&  grafp  at  the  lovereignty,  and 
ufurp  the  throne  of  the  moft  high  God,  and  would 
have  the  difpofal  of  things  in  our  hands  ;  yea,  we 
prefume  to  fummon  God  to  our  bar  to  give  account 
©f  his  adminiftration,  w^i  we  take  upon  us  to 
quarrel  any  of  his  difpenTations.  Alas,  we  little 
remembered  the  wo  that  is  pronounced  againft  fo 
doing,  Ifa.  xiv.  9.  “  Wo  unto  him  that  ftrivctB 

with  his  Maker  ;  lhall  the  clay  fay  to  him  that  fafti- 
ioneth  it,  What  makefl  thou  ?  or  thy  work,  He 
hath  no  hands  Vr 

(4.)  We  on  the  matter  take  fin’s  part  againfi 
God  ;  we  either  juftify  it,  or  extenuate  its  evil, 
and  alledge,  but  our  murmurings,  that  God  is  un¬ 
righteous  to  puniffl  fuch  fmall  fins  with  fuch  heavy 
afflictions. 

(5.)  We  virtually  queftion  God’s  power  to  reach 
us  a  greater  blow,  when  we  enter  the  lifts  with 
God,  and  contend  with  our  Maker  ;  is  it  not  in  ef¬ 
fect  to  fay*  we  know  how  to  reduce  him  to  our  terms, 
©r  make  our  party  good  againft  him. 

(6.)  We  dif^arage  his  wifdom,  and  take  upon  us 
to  be  his  counsellors,,  as  if  we  could  inftruCt  him  bet¬ 
ter  in  the  management  of  affairs,  and  teach  him 
what  is  fit  to  be  done  with  his  creatures.  Hear 
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what  the  Lord  faith,  Job  xl.  2.  “  Shall  he  that  con- 1 
tendeth  with  the  Almighty,  inflrudthim  ?  He  that 
reproveth  God,  let  him  anfwer  it.”  Murmuring  is 
a  reproving  of  God,  and  a  charging  him  with^ill 
conduft,  faying,  in  effetf,  with  Abfalom,  “  There  is 
none  that  takes  care  to  order  men’s  affairs  :  O  that  * 
I  were  king  of  the  World  I  then  fhould  things  be 
better  ordered  than  they  now  are.”  So  blafphe- 
mous  is  the  language  of  our  impatient  murmurmgs. 
Let  us  therefore  be  afhamed  of  them,  and  abhor 
ourfelves  in  dull  and  afhes  for  our  foolifhnefs  in  cen- 
faring  the  anions  of  the  only  wife  God.r-Shall  a 
poor  ignorant  pafTenger,  that  underftands  not  the 
ufe  of  the  compafs,  be  angry  that  the  fkilful  pilot 
Will  not  fleer  the  veffel  according  to  his  pleafure  ? 

(7.)  We  hereby  flight  and  undervalue  the  riches 
©f  divine  goodnefs,  of  which  we  have  formerly 
fharcd,  ani  do  flill  partake  :  Like  foolifh  and  pet- 
tifh  children*  if  they  cannot  have  their  will,  or  get 
ibme  things  they  Want,  do  prefently  throw  away 
the  things  which  they  have,  faying  with  unthankful" 
Haitian,  All  this  ansaiuth  me  nothing . 
k,  &ajlly}  I  might  add,  This  fin  hath  fome  refem- 
'%  blance  to  hell  itfelf ;  for  there  the  damned  do  con^ 
tinually  vex  and  torment  themfelves  with  their  fret- 
'  ting  and  impatient  thoughts,  which  caufe  them  to 
break*  out  in  fearful  rage  and  biafphemy  againfT 
God* 

Quefl.  B.ut  how  fhall  we  prevent  fuch  difcontent- 
edmurmufings  ?  for  fometimes  trouble  is  fo  great; 
We  cannot  bear  it  patiently. 

Anftu .  God  hath  given  you  reafon,  to  bear  rule 
over  pailioii,  and  furnifhed  you  with  ilrong  argu¬ 
ments  to  prevail  againft  difcontents.  Why  then 
fhould  you  be  fo  brutifh  as  to  dethrone  reafon,  and- 
fufrerfenfe  and  paflion  to  govern  in  you  ?  Are  you 
not  Chridians,  and  fworn  to  live  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  excellent  religion  ?  Why  then  do  you 
fo  contrary  to  your  profeffion  and  engagements  l 
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Be  Tides  what  I  have  already  faid,  I  'fh all  add  feme 
few  remedies  more  for  the  cure  of  this  murmuring 
♦ifdemper. 

i/?,  Look  cm  thy  murmu'rings  a?  worfe  than  all 
thy  pains  and  troubles  whatfoever  ;  thofe  are  but 
alHiaions  from  God,  but  thefe  are  fins  grievous  and  * 
provoking  unto  God.- 

2 dly,  Remember  the  judgments  which  murmur^ 
ing  hath  brought  down  from  heaven  upon  Tinners,- 
Miriam  was  fmitten  with  leprofy  for  it;  Dathan 
and  Abiram  <  were  fwallowed  up  alive  :  fiery  fer- 
pents,  plagues,  and  excludon*  from  Canaan,  were 
Ifrael’s  judgments  foT  this  fin,  i  Cor.  x:  10.  “  Nei-' 
ther  murmur  ye,  as  fome  of  them  murmured,' and 
were  dedroyed  of  the  dedroyer.”  The  arrows 
which' murmurers  fhoot  againd  heaven,  do  foon1 
return  upon  their  own  heads. 

3 d/yy  Whatever  thy  fufFerings  are  for  the  prefent,  • 
yet  dill  believe  thy  cafe  might  be  worfe.  The- 
troubles  that  light  upon  the  body  are  nothing  fo/ 
terrible  as  thefe  that  light  on  the  foul,  Prow  xviii. 
14.  A  wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear  ?  They  are  noth^ 
ing  to  what  thy  innocent  Saviour  differed  upon 
the  crofs,  yea  nothing  to  what  feme  martyrs  have/ 
endured  for  the  truths  of  the  gofpel. 

4 tkfyy  Get  very  low  thoughts  of  yourfelf,  and  a 
deep  fenfe  of  ill-defervings  for  fin*  O  !  fhould  a 
fife-brand  ol  hell  murmur  for  temporal  afflictions  ? 

$thly,  Be  dill  examining  thyfelf,- cen- 
Turing  God.  Doth  pod  feem  to  hegleS  thee,  fay 
alas,  it  is  mod  jud  I  Have  not  II  iiegleded  himp 
and  given  a  deaf  ear  to  His  calls  many  a  day  ? 

6thly,  Bear  in  mind  that  thefe  troubles"  will  net 
lad,  there  is  a  great  change  near  ;  either  they  will- 
iifue  in  life  or  death.  If  life,  you  will  be  adramed 
you  had  no  more  patience  when  fick if  death, 
then,  if  you,  belong/to-  Chfid,  it  will  give  a  fin  idling/ 
droke  to  all  troubles  and  complaints,  and  heavtiv 
will  make  amends  for  all.  But  if  you  be  not  , in 
Chnd^  whatever  your  afEi<diem  be  now,  troubles  tl- 
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thouiand  times  worfe  ate  abiding  you  In  another 
world  :  •  death  will  turn  thy  crofTes  into  pure  unmix- 
ed  cutffe*  •  and  then,  how  gladly  Wouldeft  thou  re¬ 
turn  to  thy  former  affixed  it  ate,  and  purchafe  it 
at  any  rate,  wer  e  there  any  pbfuhility  of  foch  a  re¬ 
turn  ?  You  now  fly  out  in  *a  pafilon,  and  fay,  you ' 
ate  not  able  to  bear  what  you/ complain  of:  But 
confider,  if  you  will  not  obediently  bear  Ood*s  rods 
now,  you  will  then  bear  more,  whether  you  will  or1 
not  j  and  God  will  make  you  able  to  bear  more, 
when  there  will  never  be  any  hopes  of  relief.  - 
7 fhfyj.  Study  to  give  vent  to  thy  forrows  in  a  way 
of  prayer  and  praife.  -  An  oven  flopped  is  the  more 
hbt  within  :  but  th£  breath  of  prayer  or  praife  gives 
eafe.  If  we  did  complain  more  to  God,  we  fhOuld ; 
complain  lefs  of  God.  What  a  mercy  is  it,  that  you 
have  Hill  God  to  go  to?  improve  the  privilege, 
confefs  unworthinefs,  and  beg  the  grace  of  patience 
and  fub million  out  of  Chrift’s  full  treasures.  Be  al¬ 
io  praiiing  God  for  mercies  received  ;  and  however 
bad  thy  cafe  is,  blefs  God  it  is  not  in  hell,  you  are  in* 
the  land  of  hope* 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

Containing  f pedal  Directions  to  the  Children 
of  God \  when  under  Stcknefs  or  any  other 
affliction. 


Direct,  I.  Let  believers  especially  guard  againfl  fainting  or 
defponding  under  God’s  afilidting  hand. 

^  |  iHIS  is  an  exhortation  which -God  in  a  peculiar' 


manner  dire<5ls  unto  his  children,  Heb.  xii.  5. 
My  'fort ,  defptfe  not  thou  the  chaftening  of  the  Lordy  nor 
faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him*  There  are  two  ex¬ 
tremes  mentioned,  defpHing  and  fainting  ;  I  fpoke 
©f  the  firfl  before,  in  Chap.  II.  Direct.  II.  It  is  a 
duty  to  feel  our  affliHion,  but  a  fin  to  faint  under  iK 
@©d*s  people  may  be  faid  to  faint  under  their  trie. 
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rals,-,  wh  ;n  they  fink,  or ,  defpond,  or  give  way  to 
fretting  or  repining  under  them.  In  the  preceding 
Dire&ion,  I  fpoke  of  the  evil  of  murmuring  in  gen¬ 
eral  ;  here  I  (hall  fpeak  of  believers'*  faintings  in  par¬ 
ticular. 

1.  I  fhall  inquire  whence  their  fainting  under  af¬ 
fliction  doth  proceed.  * 

2.  Bring  fome  arguments  and  helps  againft  this  * 
-evil. 

I.  As  to  the  firft,  Whence  thefe  faintings  In  be- 
Fevers  do  proceed,  i 1//,  They  proceed  from  the 
,giievoufnefs  of  their  affiiffion,  and  the  heavinefs  of 
their  burden,  which  is  ready  to  amaze  and  {{agger 
their  thoughts,  and  fink  their  fpirits  with  fear  and 
defpondency.  Hence  did  the  Pfalmift  complain, 
Ffalm  lx.  3.  **  Thou  hail  fhewed  thy  people  hard 

things  :  thou  haft  made  us  to  drink  the  wine  ofaf- 
toniftiment.”  And  Pfalrn  lxix.  2.  “  I  fink  in  deep 
mire,  where  there  is  no  ftanding  ;  I  am  come  into 
deep  waters,  where  the  hoods  overflow  me.” 

2 dly*  From  the  fmallnefs  of  their  fpiritual 
ftrength,  and  particularly  the  weaknefs  of  their 
faith,  Prov.  xxiv.  10.  If  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  ad- 
wrjity,  thy  jlrength  is  fmall  Whence  was  it  that 
Peter  fainted  and  began  to  fink  in  the  waters,  but 
from  the  weaknefs  or  his  faith,  Matth.  xiv.  30,  31. 
We  know  not  our  ftrength  till  it  be  tried.  Some¬ 
times  we  have  fuch  a  conceit  of  it,  that  we  think, 
like  Peter,  we  can. walk  upon  a  fea  of  trouble  :  but 
in  a  little,  behold,  feme  furprifing  blaft  aflaults  our 
confidence:  and  then  we  faint,  or  cry  out  with 
him,  Help,  Lord ,  or  elfe  <wc  perifh .  Peter  reckoned 
only  upon  the  fea,  but  he  did  not  think  of  the  boifi 
teious  wind  ;  and  ne  looked  to  dangers,  more  than 
to  the  power  that  was  to  carry  him  through  them, 
From  their  impatience  of  delay,  when  dc- 
sveiance  is  long  a  coming,  it  is  not  eaiy  to  wait 
oa  s  leifurc,  and  to  keep  the  heart  from  defperate- 
concluiions,  Pfalm  xxxi.  22.  «  Ifajd  in, my  hafte, 

r-  am  cut  off*  from  before  thine  eyes/' 
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From ,  the ,  power  of  Satan’s  temptations, 
.and  furious  affaults.  .When  Satan  is  fet  loofe  in 
;,time  of  affliction  to  throw  in  his  fiery  darts,  the  be- 
J’.ever  is  ready  to  faint,  and  &y,,as\pfal.  lxxvii.  Sc 
“  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  &c. 

$th!y>  For  their  wearifome  conflicts  with  a  body 
of  death  and  an  ill  heart.  Thefe  in  time  of  affiic- 
:.tion  do  add.affiiCtion  to  the  afflicted. 

6thly,  From  long  and  great  defertions.  When 
God  hides  his  face  from  the  believer  in  affliction, 
his  foul  faints  under  it,  as  in  Ifa.  xliv.  14.  “  Zion 

hath  fa  id,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  my  God 
■Lath  forgotten  meC 

7 thly,  From  the  confcience  of  their  guilt,  and  ill 
defervings  before  God,  upon  the  account  .of  old 
fins,  abufe  of  mercies,  and  untender  walking  before 
.  Goch  Affliction  doth  revive  old  fins,  as  writh  Job, 
job  xiii.  26.  “  Thou  write  ft  bitter  things  againfi 

,  me,  and  makeft  me  to  poffefs  the  fms  of  my  youth.” 
His  old  fins,  and  guilt  of  his  youthful  follies,  now- 
revived  upon  him,  and  fat  clofs  to  his  confcience  ; 
which,  occafioned  his  fainting  under  his  burden. 

Laflly,  Great  afflictions  do  frequently  cloud  the 
believer’s  graces  and  evidences  for  heaven,  and  dif- 
.  cover  their  corruptions  ;  whereby  they  are  made  to 
fink  under  their  trial.  They  fee  more  unbelief,  im¬ 
patience,  diftrufl  and  enmity  to  God  in  them,  than 
they  faw  before :  Whereby  ,they  are  fometimes 
tempted  to  raze  the  foundation,  and  fay  all  their 
former  attainments  were  but  delufions,  and  their 
profeffions  buf  hypocrifye  Thefe  things  make  af¬ 
flictions  fometimes  very  heavy  and  fmking  to. the 
people  of  God. 

It.  In  the  next  place,  .for  preventing  and  helping 
this  evil  of  fainting  under  affliction  ;  let  believers 
confider, 

Thefe  heavy  trials  are  all  needful  for  you. 
Deep  waters  are  not  more  needful  to  carry  a  fhip  in¬ 
to  the  haven,  than  great  afflictions  are  to  carry  the 

veffels  oF  our  fouls  into  the  port  of  blifs.  Strong 

wind 
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wind  and  thunder  a  e  frightful,  hut  they  arc  necef- 
iary  to  purge  the  ar.  One  of  the  fharpcft  calami¬ 
ties  that  ever  befel  Ifrael,  was  the  Babylonifh  cap¬ 
tivity,  yet  even  this  was  in  mercy  to  them  ;  for  the 
Lord  faith,  Jer.  xxiv.  5.  “  I  have  fent  them  out  of 

this  place  into  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  for  their 
good.”  Strange  1  Of  freemen  to  be  made  prifon- 
ers,  and  that  in  a  flrange  land  among  the  heathen  ; 
to  be  removed  far  from  their  own  houfes,  vineyards, 
friends,  nay,  and  from  the  temple  of  God  and  his 
ordinances  ;  and  yet  all  this  for  their  good  !  why  ? 
they  were  hereby  efFe&ually  weaned  and  broke  off 
from  their  darling  fin  of  idolatry. 

idly,  Confider,  that  your  affliction,  however 
heavy  it  be,  will  foon  have  an  end  ;  Ifa.  lvii.  16. 

lor  I  will  not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  I  be 
always  wroth  ;  for  the  fpirit  fhould  fail  before  me, 
and  the  fouls  which  I  have  made.”  The  goldfmith 
will  not  let  his  gold  lie  any  longer  in  the  furnace 
man  it  is  purified.  The  wicked  have  a  fea  of  wrath 
to  drink  :  but,  O  drooping  believer,  take  comfort ; 
you  have  but  a  cup  of  affliction,  which  will  foon  be 
exhaufled.  The  time  is  near  when  all  thy  trials 
fha.il  have  an  end  :  In  heaven  there  is  no  crofs,  no 
complaint,  no  tears  nor  forrows  for  ever. 

.  3dfy,  Faint  not,  O  child  of  God  ;  for  thefe  af¬ 
flictions  aie  all  the  hell  which  thou  fhalt  have  ;  thou 
haft  nothing  to  fear  hereafter.  Judas  had  two  hells, 
one  in  time,  by  terror  in  his  confcience,  Another  after 
this  life,  which  endures  to  eternity  :  but  all  the  hell 
that  a  believer  hath  is  but  this  light  affliction,  which 
is  but  for  a  moment. 

Lefponding  or  murmuring  in  affliction  is 
eviUn  any,  but  in  none  is  it  fo  bad  as  in  the  children 
of  God.  It  doth  very  ill  become  their  covenants, 
their  privileges,  their  hopes.  Have  they  refigned 
and  given  up  themfelves  and  all  they  have  to  God, 
by  a  (olemn  covenant,  and  will  they  fret  when  he 
ddpofeth  of  them  ?  Didft  thou  not  fay,  O  believer, 
ui  the  day  when  thy  heart  was  (lung  with  fin*  and 
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the  terrors  of  God  made  thee  afraid*  O  let  me  have 
Jefus  Chrift  for  my  Saviour  and  portion,  and  I  wifi 
be  content,  though  I  fhould  be  ftricken  with  boils 
like  Job,  or  beg  my  bread  with  Lazarus  ?  Now, 
God  tries  thee  if  thou  wilt  (land  to  thy  word  :  O 
beware  of  .retracing.  Hath  not  that  foul  enough, 
who  hath  an  all-fufficient  God  for  his  portion  ?  If 
God  be  thine  in  covenant,  that  comprehends  a H 
things. 

$thly9  It  doth  difcompofe  and  unfit  the  foul  for 
any  duty.  it  is  ill  failing  in  a  ftorm,  fo  it  is  ill 
praying  when  the  heart  is  in  a  ftorm  of  difquiet  and 
defpondency. 

tthly,  Your  fainting  under  affliction,  and  carry¬ 
ing  as  if  the  confolations  of  God  were  finally  is 
enough  to  ftumble  others  at  religion,  and  make 
them  call  the  truth  of  it  in  queftiom  When  they 
fee  thofe  that  profefs  religion,  and  have  oft  declared 
that  their  rejoicing  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  as  their  portion, 
begin  to  fink  and  defpond  under  outward  affliction  : 
O  may.  they  not  be  tempted  to  fay,  "  Where  is  the 
truth  of  religion  ?  Where  are  thefe  divine  fupports 
and  confolations  we  have  often  heard  of  ?” 

Lajlly ,  O  -then  feek  to  get  faith  revived,  and 
ftrengthened,  and  refolve  with  Job  to  truft  in  God, 
-though  he  fhould  flay  you.  This  would  be  of  no¬ 
ble  ufe  to  keep  the  heart  from  finking  under  prefFures 
of  affliction,  as  the  Pfalmift  found  it  to  his  fweet  ex¬ 
perience,  Pfalm  xxvii.  13.  ir  I  had  fainted  unlefs  I 
had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living.” 

III.  I  come  to  anfwer  fome  objections  or  excufes 
of  fainting  believers,  which  they  do  commonly  al¬ 
ledge  as  the  ground  of  their  difeouragement  in  their 
gffliCtions. 

OhjeB,  I.  CiQ  (faith  one)  my  afflictions  are  not 
ordinary  ;  they  are  fore  prefigures  I  lie  under,  and 
of  various  kinds  too.” 

Anfw.  1.  O  believer,  God  hath  taken  the  ordering 
of  your  lot  m  his  awn  hand.,  arid  he  knows  what  is 
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fftted  for  you.  Should  a  man  be  left  to  carve  out 
his  own  portion,  it  would  loon  appear  he  would  be 
his  own  greated  enemy.  We  would  all  be  for  the 
dainties  of  pleafure  and  profperity,  which  would  not 
be  for  our  foul’s  health  ;  as  children  think  green 
fruit  the  bed  diet,  becaufe  they  pleafe  their  tade  ; 
but  their  parents  are  wifer  to  keep  them  from  them. 

2 dly>  God  may  fee  you  have  many  and  ftrong 
lufts  to  be  fubdued,  and  that  you  need  many  and 
fore  affliction 3  to  bring  you  down.  Your  pride  aad 
obdinacy  of  heart  may  be  drong,  your  didempers 
deeply  rooted,  and  therefore  the  phyfic  mud  be  pro¬ 
portioned  to  them  ;  as  with  the  Ifraelites,  Pfal.  cvii. 
n,  12.  “Becaufe  they  rebelled  againd  the  words 
of  God,  and  contemned  the  counfels  of  the  Mod 
High  :  therefore  he  brought  down  their  heart  with 
labor.’’  O  believer,  your  God  and  Father,  that 
hath  toe  mixing  of  your  cup  and  portion,  is  a  wife 
and  fkilful  phyfician,  who  knows  your  conditution 
and  your  need,  i  Pet.  i.  6.  “  If  need  be  you  are 

in  heavinefs  through  manifold  temptations.”  And 
as  he  knows  your  need,  fo  he  underdands  your 
ftrength,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  Faithful  is  he ,  that  will  no 
fet  you  to  he  tempted  a-hove  what  you  are  able .” 

3 dly*  God  fends  great  and  fore  troubles,  that  you 
may  have  the  more  experience  of  God’s  wifdom  and 
mercy  in  your  fupport  and  deliverance  :  Pfalm 
Ixxii.  20.  “  Thou  which  had  /hewed  me  great  and 

fore  troubles,  fhall  quicken  and  bring  me  up  again 

from  the  depths  of  the  earth.” 

Objett.  II  “  But  (faith  another)  my  affliction  is 
lingular  5  there  was  never  any  in  my  condition.” 

1S  vei7  ordinary  for  every  man  in 
great  didrefs  to  reckon  his  cafe  lingular,  becaufe  he 
feels  bed  what  is  neared  himfelf,  but  is  a  ftranger  to 
what  his  neighbor  feels.  b 

idly.  This  fuggeftion  is  one  of  Satan’s  devices, 
f'b.T7  Ce?pt  a  child  of  God  to  queftior.  his 

;  her  s  love  ;  but  he  IS  a  liar,  and  not  to  be  cred¬ 
ited  in  what  he  faith  ;  For  others  of  your  brethren 

have 
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nave  been  afHitfed  in* the  lame  kind  and  degree,  if 
not  worfe,  i  Pet.  v.  9.  j“  Knowing  that  the  fame 
arfiidions  are  accomplifhed  in  your  brethren  that 
are  in  the  world.” 

&fly9  Whatever  your  cafe  be,  you  mud  own  your 
filterings  are  not  fo  great  as  your  fins.  The  trials 
oi  God's  people  in  Babylon  were  fingular  ;  yet 
Ezra  owns,  Ezra  ix.  13.  Thou- haft  punched  us  lefs 
than  our  iniquities  dtferve.  If  our  provoked  fudge  fhull 
m  his  clemency  fend  us  to  Babylon  in  (lead  of  hell, 
we  have  no  caufc  to  complain. 

4^/)'?  But,  O  child  of  God,  hoy  Fever  thou  com¬ 
plained  of  the  fmgularky  of  aflii&ion  now,  all  fuch 
complaints  will  be  taken  out  of  thy  mouth  ere 
long,  and  that  time  is  near  when  thou  (halt  be  made 
to  wonder  at  the  wifdom  of  God  in  guiding  fo 
many  fons  and  daughters  to  glory,  through  fuch  a 
*  variety  of  Trials ,  Hxercifes,  AJflitlions  and  Temptations  ; 
and  made  to  fay  as  thefe  in  Mark  via  37.  He  hath 
float  all  things  well . 

Object.  II.  **  But,  faith  one,  my  aihldion  is  long 
continued,  and  I  fee  no  outgate  ;  and  how  can  I 
but  faint  under  it 

Anfw .  1 ft.  It  is  not  fey  long  as-  your  fins  deferve ; 
for  in  juftice  it  might  be  for  ever,  it  might  be,  the 
worm  that  never  dieth  and  the ■ fire  that  is  never  quenched . 

idly.  Your  fufFerings  on  earth  are  not  fo  long  as 
your  reward  in  heaven,  Rom.  vhi.  rS.  44  For- 1 
leckon  that  the  fufferings  of  the  prefent  time,  are 
not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which 
fball  be  revealed  in  us.” 

ylly.  No  length  or  continuance  of  affliction  here 
-  ihould  hinder  a  believer’s  comfort,  if  we  take  a 
view  of  our  head  and  pattern  Jefus  Chnft.  Blow 
long  did  his  afflictions  continue  f  No  end  was  put  to 
them,  till  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  gave  up 
the  gholt.  Though  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  yet 
from  the  hour  of  his  birth  to  the  moment  of  h;s 
death,  from  his  manger  to  his  crofs,  his  afflictions 
Hill  encreafed,  and  he  ended  hi?  days  in  the  midfr 
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of  them.  Now,  Chrift  is  the  head  ot  the  church, 
and  your  great  reprefentative,  O  believers,  into  a 
conformity  with  whom  you  are  predeflinated  :  be 
content  then  to  be  like  your  head  and  pattern,  to 
have  no  eafe  or  reft  from  affli&ions  till  you  lie  down 
in  the  grave  ;  it  is  “  there  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling,  and  there  the  weary  be  at  reft/1  Job 
iii.  17. 

4 thly.  Remember  that  your  affii&ions  are  a  part 
of  Chrift’s  crofs,  which  your  loving  Redeemer  hath 
contrived  for  your  good,  and  hath  appointed  you 
to  take  up  and  bear  with  him.  Now  love  to  Chrift 
fhould  keep  you  from  wearying  to  bear  off  a  part 
of  Chrift’s  crofs,  efpecially  when  he  himfelf  bears 
the  heavieft  end  of  it,  nay,  bears  you  and  your  crofs 
both.  It  is  faid  of  Jacob,  Gen.  xxix.  20.  that  “he 
ferved  feven  years  for  Rachel,  and  they  feemed  to 
him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had  to  her.” 
And,  fhall  we  not  endure  a  few  years  affii&ion  for 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  lived  a  life  of  forrows, 
and  died  a  curfed  death  for  our  fakes  ?  Had  we 
more  love  to  Chrift,  his  crofs  would  not  be  fo  tedh 
ous  to  us. 

S&ly*  Should  it  not  be  good  news  to  thee,  that 
there  is  a  deliverance  for  thee  at  death  from  all  thy 
troubles,  and  that  this  time  is  haftemng  and  very 
near  ?  Be  not  anxious  for  an  outgate  here  in  time  > 
for  that  favours  too  much  of  unbelief  and  love  to 
the  world.  Doth  it  not  feem  to  fay,  that  you  would 
oe  better  content  to  be  turned  back  again  to  the 
ftormy  tumultuous  fea  of  this  world,  than  to  be  fafe- 
ly  landed  at  your  reft  above  ?  That  you  would  be 
giadder  of  a  few  temporal  mercies  on  earth,  than  to 
enter  upon  your  eternal  inheritance  with  Chrift  ? 

Objea.  IV.  “  No  wonder  (faith  one)  that  I  faint 
under  my  aftlidlion,  for  I  want  thefe  confolations 

and  fupports  which  God  ufeth  to  referve  for  aftiic* 
ed  faints.” 

Anfw.  God  be  prefently  chaftening  you  for 

your  fins,  you  muft  be  content  to  feel  the  bitternefs 
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of  fin,  before  you  can  tatte  of  the  fweetnefs  of  Goal's 
confolations. 

2 dly>  Can  you  fay  that  your  afflictions  have  duly 
humbled  you,  and  fitted  you  for  comfort  ?  Have 
they  yet  brought  you  to  a  willingnefs  to  quit  and 
renounce  all  your  beloved  fins,  and  even  to  part 
with  all  your  earthly  enjoyments  and.  comforts  at 
God’s  call,  and  be  conten  t  with  God  in  Chriii 
lone  for  your  happinefs  and  portion  ?  If  this  be  not 
done,  your  aifli&ions  have  not  had  their  due  effe&v 
to  prepare  you  for  comfort,  and  till  then  you  can¬ 
not  expert  it.  You  are  in  the  hands  of  a  wife  and 
fkilful  phyfician,  who  wrill  not  too  haftily  heal  and 
bind  up  your  fores,  fo  as  to  let  them  fpoil  and  fetter 
at  the  bottom. 

$dly, Though  you  have  no  {enttble  confolations  from 
God  in  your  prefent  trials,  yet  you  mutt  ttill  labor 
to  keep  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  live  by  faith  on  his 
proraifes.  Believe  firmly  that  God  is  good  to  them 
that  love  him,  and  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  him 
to  the  penitent  finner.  And  if  all  ftars  withdraw 
their  light  whilft  you  are  in  God’s  way,  then  allure 
yourfelf  the  fun  is  near  the  arifing. 

Objett,  V.  “  But  my  affli&ion  is  fuch,  that  it  dif¬ 
ables  me  from  duty,  and  makes  me  ufelefs  and  un¬ 
profitable  ;  an  i  this  makes  me  faint  under  my  burd¬ 
en-” 

Anfw ..  \Ji.  God  fends  affli&ions  never  to  unfit,  but 
to  quicken  you  for  the  performance  of  duty  ;  to 
make  you  repent  more  thoroughly,  pray,  more  fer¬ 
vently,  flee  to  Chrifl  more  earnettly,  and  mind  heav¬ 
en  more  intenfely. 

2 dly9  If  it  be  your  duty  to  others  that  your  af¬ 
fliction  incapacitates  you  for,  then  remember,  if  God 
in  his  providence  difable  you  for  that,  it  is  no  long¬ 
er  a  duty  incumbent  on  you,  and  you  mutt  nut 
grudge  if  God  take  you  off,  and  put  others  in  your 
loom.  God  is  a  free  and  fovereign  agent,  and  will 
be  tied  to  no  mep.o?  inftrument  whatfomever  for 
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Direct.  II.  Let  all  the  children  of  God  be  exemplary  in  pa° 
tience  and  fubmifllonto  God  under  their  affliction. 

I  TREATED  of  patience,  and  gave  fonie  motive^ 
and  helps  to  it,  to  all  afflicted  perfons  in  gener¬ 
al,  Chap.  II.  DireCt.  V.  But  here  I  fliall  bring  fonie 
fpecial  argument  to  Chriftian  patience  and  fubrnii 
fion  proper  for  believers.  You  that  God  hath  done 
fo  much  for  beyond  others,  ought  to  fhine  in  this- 
grace  of  patience,  and  be  examples  to  others  for 
it,  when  God  chaftens  you,  though  with  very  fore, 
affliction, 

1 ft.  Study  patience  under  affliction  :  for  it  is  the. 
common  path  and  beaten  road  to  heaven,  that  all 
the  faints  have  trod,  who  have  gone  thither  before 
you.  Behold  the  print  of  the  foot-fteps  of  all -the 
cloud  of  witneifes  in  this  road  and  would  ye  be 
fmgular,  and  choofe  a  way  of  your  own  ?  When 
Godfolemnly  renewed  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
and  he  had  prepared  the  facrifice,  whereby  it  was  to 
be  ratified  and  confirmed,  God  made  a.  fmoking. 
furnance  to  pafs  betwixt  the  pieces  of  the  facrifice^ 
Gen.  xv.  1 7.  to  let  him  know  that  there  was  a  furn¬ 
ace  of  affliction  attending  the  covenant  of  grace  and 
peace,  and  all  that  entered  thereto.  God  has  ap¬ 
pointed  that  all  the  ftones  of  this  fpiritual  and  heav¬ 
enly  building  fhall  be  hewed  and  polifbed  by  afflic¬ 
tion  here ;  and  we  are  not  to  think  that  God’s  or¬ 
dinary  way  will  be  changed  for  us*  We  muff  not 
think  to  walk  cn  roles,  when  fo  many  worthies  have 
inarched  through  briars  and  thorns  to  heaven,- 

Comider,  that  the  great  eft  afflictions  you 
meet  with  are  confiftent  with  the  love  of  God,  nay, 

'  { Pring  from  bis  love  to  you.  Every  fandined  rod 
is  a  gift  and  royal  donation  fent  by  the  hand  of 

m  L  “  To  you' it  is  given,  in 

behau  of  Chnft,  not  only  to  believe  on  him,  but  al- 

bifFer  for  his  fake.”  Imow  furely,  if  we  look- 

e  ]0llL?/r  cro^s  as  a  gift,  an  honor,  an  advantage, 
and  bleiling,  we  would  bear  it  patiently,  Pfalm 

;cciv.  12,  ♦<  JJleffed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chaft- 

eneft, 
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sneft,  O  Lord.”  O  believer,  thy  temporal  crofs 
comes  from  the  fame  love  that  thy  eternal  crown 
comes  from,  according  to  Rev.  iii.  19,  21.  Men 
will  not  take  pains  to  corre<ft  ftubborn  fervants, 
but  will  turn  them  out  of  doors  ;  but  love  con- 
flrains  them  to  chaftife  their  fons.  God  out  cf  ha¬ 
tred  lets  many  a  Tinner  go  unpunifhed  in  this  world  : 
for,  why  fhould  he  prune  or  drefs  the  tree  which 
he  intends  for  the  fire  y  the  m-alefa&or  e  capes 
fcourging  that  is  condemned  to  the  gallows,  Job 
xxi.  3.  “  The  wicked  is  referved  to  the  day  of  de¬ 

finition  ;  they  fhall  be  brought  forth  to  the  day  of 
wrath.”  But  it  is  far  otherwife  with  the  children 
€>f  God.  That  is  a  ftrange  word  which  Job  hath, 
Job  vii.  17,  18.  “  What  is  man  that  thou  fhould- 

eft  magnify  him  ;  and  that  thou  fhouldeft  fet  thine 
heart  upon  him  :  And  that  thou  fhouldeft:  vifit  him 
every  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment  ?”  Now* 
if  we  compare  this  place  wfth  others  in  the  con¬ 
text,  we  will  fee  how  he  acknowledged!  that  the 
moil  overwhelming  diftrefs  proceeds  from  die  love 
and  care  of  God,  yea,  from  his  fixing  his  heart  on 
him,  to  magnify  him,  and  do  him  good  ;  and  that 
for  this  end  he  doth  chaften  him  every  morning, 
and  try  him  every  moment  ;  and  that  with  fuch 
affliflions  as  for  the  prefent  are  fo  far  from  being- 
joyous,  as  that  they  give  the  foul  no  reft,  but  even 
make  the  man  weary  of  his  life  ;  as  he  expreiTeth 
what  effefh  his  aftlidion  had  on  himfelf.  Yea,  it 
may  be  obferved  in  the  providence  of  God  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  that  thofe  who  have  had 
moft  afflictions  have  had  moft  grace,  and  the  moft: 
eminent  teftimonies  of  acceptance  with  God  :  Jefus 
Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  had  the  naoft  afflictions  of 
any  ;  and  yet  the  Father  always  loved  him,  and  was 
■well  pFafed  with  him. 

g dly7  Confider  the  bright  examples  of  patience 
which  God  fets  before  you  in  his  word.  Befides 
that  of  his  dear  Son,  the '  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of 
which  I  fpoke  before  $  confider  the  patience  c£ Job, 

when 
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when  he  was  ftript  of  all'  earthly  comforts,  and  laid 
under  the  greateft  afflictions,  yet  he  calmly  falls 
down  and  worfliips  God,  Job  if  ti ,  and  fare?, 
“  Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and 
naked  (hall  I  return  :  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord' 
hath  taken  away,  blefted  be  the  name  of  the  Lord! 
In  ail  this  Job  finned  not,  nor  charged  God  foolifh- 
3y  ”  Consider  the  patience  of  David  when  he  was1 
driven  from  his  throne,  from  his  houfe,  and.from 
God's  fanctuary,  and  all  this  by  his  own  fon:  yet 
how  fubmiflive  is  he  to  God  ?  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  “  Be¬ 
hold,  here  I  am,  let  him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good 
to  him.”  And  when  Shimei  curfed  him,  and  threw 
ftonesat  him,  he  patiently  bore  it,  and  would  fuiTer 
no  harm  to  be  done  him  for  it,  faying,  as  in  2  Sam. 
svi.  ii.  “  Let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curfe,  fot 
the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.”  Coniider  the  patience 
of  holy  Eli  when,  though  he  heard  fuch  news  as 
like  a  fudden  clap  of  thunder  made  the  ears  of  fuch 
►as  heard  it  to  tingle,  and  their  hearts  to  tremble, 
yet  he  calmly  and  quietly  fubmitted  to  it,  1  Sam. 
iii.  18.  “  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth 

him  good.”  He  doth  not  fly  in  God’s  f  ice  in  a 
pafflon,  but  falls  down  at  his  feet  in  a  humble  fub- 
'miflion.  Obferve  alfo  the  wmnderful  patience  of 
Aaron,  when  God  affli&ed  him  very  fore  he  is  ft- 
lent  and  fubmiflive  under  the  Lord’s  hand.  Lev.  x. 
3-  And  Aaron  held  his  peace .  If  we  coniider  the 
greatnefs  of  the  punilhment,  we  will  fee  the  more 
caufe  to  commend  the  greatnefs  of  his  patience^ 

1.  Aaron  loft  his  children  ;  not  his  eftate  or  world¬ 
ly  fubftance,  but  his  children ;  thefe  are  a  part  of  a 
man’s  bowel’s  ;  other  earthly  lofles  are  not  compar¬ 
able  to  this  ;  therefore  it  was  that  Satan  that  cun* 

'  ning  enemy  referred  the  lofs  of  Job’s  children  to  • 
the  laft  onfet,  as  his  great  mafter-piece  and  fharpefl 
attack.  How  fadly  did  Rachel  lament  and  weep 
for  her  children  1  Matth.  ii.  18.  Aaron  held  his  peace, 

2.  Aaron  loft  his  two  fons  at  once.  How  patheti¬ 
cally  did  David  bewail  the  lofs  of  one  fon,  2  Sam.. 
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xvm.  33.  O  my  Ton  Abfalorn,  my  fen,  my  fort/5' 
cTc.  yet  Aaron  loft  both  his  fens  together,  and  faith- 
not  one  word  ;  He  hold  hts  peace ..^3.  Aaron  left 
them  by  a  hidden  death,  of  which  lie  had  no  warn¬ 
ing  Sicknefs  ufually  prepares  men  for  the  ftroke 
that  is  coming  by  death  ;  but  Aaron  met  with  a 
iiirprifmg  blow,  yet  he  held  his  peace.-— 4.  Aaron’s 
10ns  were  not  taken  away  by  an  ordinary  ftroke  of 
God  s  hand,  but  by  an  extraordinary  fupernatural 
rod  ;  for  it  is  faith  u  There  went  out  fire  from 
the  Lord,  and  devoured  them,  and  they  died  before 
the  Lord,”  Lev.  x.  2.  He  loft  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  might  fpeak  forth  God’s  anger  ;  now,  a  re¬ 
ligious  father  had  rather  loofe  all  his  children  in  the 
favor  of  God,  than  one  child  in  his  anger  ;  yet, 
whatever  were  the  bitter  ingredients  of  this  cup, 
Aaron  was  not  impatient  again  ft  God  that  mixed  it 
for  him,  but  held  his  peace,  becaufe  God  did  it* 
4th/y,  To  engage  you  to  patience  under  your  tri¬ 
als  do  but  compare  your  cafe  with  that  of  others. 
Do  not  fay,  there  is  none  afHi&ed  as  you  are;  for 
there  are  many  far  deeper  plunged  in  the  waters  of 
Mara  than  you  are  ;  feme  are  ft  ill*  upon  the  rack 
and  fpend  their  whole  days  and  years  ir»  continualv 
lighting  and  ftruggling  ;  as  in  Pfal.  xxxi.  10.  •*  My 

life  is  fpent  with  grief  and  my  years  wkh  fighing.” 
Have  you  fore  diftrefs  in  your  bodies  ?  others  have 
grievous  wounds  in  their  fouls*  Do  you  bear  tire 
wrath  of  man  ?  others  bear  the  wrath  of  God.  You 
have  but  one  fingle  trial,  others  have  many  twifted 
together.  Some  are  ftript  of  all  comforts,  you  have 
comfort  ftill  remaining.  You  may  haye  many  fed 
tilings  in  your  trial,  but  you  have  not  ground  as 
yet  to  complain  as  the  Pfalmift  doth,  PfaL  xiii.  7. 
u  All  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over 
me.”  Take  a  view  of  what  the  Son  of  God,  what 
the  apoftles,  and  what  the  martyrs  and  other  worth¬ 
ies  have  endured.  They  had  trial  of  cruel  Block¬ 
ings,  fcourgings,  bonds  and  imprifenments  :  they 
wandered  in  defarts,  in  mountains,  and  in  dens  and 
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*aves  of  the  earth,  being  deftitute,  affliffed,  tor¬ 
mented.  They  were  tempted,  they  were  crucified, 
honed  to  death,  fawn  afunder,  {lain  with  the  fword, 
t5fc.  And  yet,  how  well  did  they  take  with  the 
crofs  ?  faith  Paul,  “We  gjory  in  tribulation,” 
Horn.  v.  2.  And  what  faith  James  ?  James  i.  2* 
u  My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into 
divers  temptations.”  As  if  he  had  faid.  Rejoice  aye 
more  and  more  that  you  are  afflicted  l  God  is  mag- 
nifying  you,  he  is  vifiting  you,  doing  you  good* 
taking  the  more  pains  on  you,  and  fitting  you  for 
glory. 

Stbly,  The  confideration  of  God’s  former  mercies 
and  kindneffes  to  you  fhould  engage  you  to  patience 
in  trouble,  and  make  you  blufh  to  take  any  thing 
jll  out  of  God’s  hand.  Thus  Job  taught  his  im¬ 
patient  wife,  Job  ii.  io.  “  What?  fliall  we  receive 
good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  fliall  we  not  receive 
evil  r”  O  believer,  let  not  thy  afflidiions  caufe  thee 
to  bury  thy  mercies  in  oblivion.  Has  not  God 
brought,  thee  from  Satan’s  family,  and  put  you  a- 
mong  his  children  ;  and  will  you  forget  to  under¬ 
value  that  hour  ?  Hath  he  ftruck  off  thy  fetters, 
taken  off  thy  prifon-garments,  and  fet  you  at  liberty  ^ 
and,  will  you  be  unthankful  ?  Hath  he  given  thee 
Chrifi:  for  thy  .treafure  and  portion,  and  entitled 
you  to  his  unfearchable  riches  ;  and  will  you  be 
difcontented  ?  hath  he  given  you  the  graces  of  his 
Spirit,  which  are  more  precious  than  rubies  ;  and, 
will  you  quarrel  when  he  fmites  in  forne  outward 
things  ?  hath  he  made  you  an  heir  of  glory,  and 
provided  eternal  manfions  above  for  you  ;  and  will 
you  be  fretful  for  want  off  fome  trifles  here  ?  The 
view  Mofes  had  of  the  recompence  of  reward  in 
heaven,  ca-ufed  him  to  choofe  to  fuffer  affiidion  pa  ^ 
tiently  with  the  people  of  God. 

6tb!yt  The  time  off  afRiffion  is  ufualiy  God’s 
gracious  trying  feafcn  with  his  people,  in  the  time 
of  their  rareft  comforts  and  fweeteft  foretafles  off 
heaven,  according  to  a  Cor.  i  5,  Paul  and  Silas  did 
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never  fmg  more  joyfully  than  when  they  were  laid 
in  the  inner  prifon,  with  their  backs  torn  with 
fcourges,  and  their  feet  fad  in  the  flocks,  Adis  ocvL 
24.,  And  when -was  it  that  Jacob  law  the  angels 
of  God  afcending  and  defcending  upon  the  ladder 
that  reached  betwixt  heaven  and  earth,  but  at  the 
time  when,  he  was  in  a  deflitute  cafe,  forced  to  lie 
in  the  open  held:  having  no  canopy  but  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  no  pillow  but  a  done  ?  Whenivas  it  that 
-the  three  children  fa w  thrift  in  the  likenefs  of  the 
Sqp  of  man  walking  with  them,  but  when  they  were 
in  the  furnace,  and  when  it  was  hotter  than  ordi¬ 
nary  ?  When  was  it  that  .Ezekiel  had  a  vifion  of 
God,  but  when  fitting. folitary  by  the  river  Chebar 
in  the  land  of  .  his  captivity  ?  When  was  it  that 
John  got  a  .glorious  vifion  of  Chrid,  but  when. he 
was  an  exile  in  the  iile  of  Patmcs  ?  And,  when  was 
it  that  Stephen  faw  the  heavens  opened,,  and  Chrifl 
dandingat  the  right  hand-of  God  pleading  for  him, 
but  when  .they  were  Cloning  and  bruifmg  him  to 
death  ?  So  that  the  mod  remarkable  experiences  of 
God's  kindnefs,  that  believers  get  in  this  world., 
have  been  try  fled  to  the  time  of  affiidbion.:  the  con- 
fideration  whereof  fhould  move  every  Chridian  to 
wait  on  the  Lord,  and  bear  his  crofs  w’th  patience. 

7 thly.i  When  you  are  .helped  to  chridian  patience 
and  fubmiffion  under  God’s  hand,  it  doth  contribute 
much  to  the  credit  of  religion,,  and,  to  the  convidion 
of  the  world,  that  there  is  a  certain  reality  in  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  a  great  efficacy  in  the 
grace  of  God,  which  bears  you  up,  and  -  carries  you 
through,  beyond  the  ftrength  of  nature. 

LaJily,  sO  believer,  bear  up  with  patience  under 
the  crofs,  for  thou  hafl  not  long  to  bear  it.  God’s 
on  the  church  abideth  but  for  a  moment, 
yea,  a  little  moment,  If  a.  xxvi.  20.  “  Come,  my 

people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and  fhut  thy 
doors  about  thee,  hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little 
moment,  until  the  indignation  be  overpaft.”  Sure¬ 
ly  a  moment,  a  little  moment,  which  is  the  fmallefl 
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part  of  time  will  loon  be  over  ;  and  wilt  thou  not 
have  patience  for  a  moment  ?  The  Pfalmilt  fupport- v 
ed  himfelf  with  this  confederation,  Pfalm  ciii.  9. 
u  He  will  not  always  chide,  neither  will  he  keep  his 
anger  for  ever.’*  The  time  of  indignation  will  foon 
be  over-pail,  and  the  time  of  confolation  will  fuc- 
ceed.  O  believer,  the  end  of  all  thy  trials  is  near  ;  <• 
think  on  it,  and  look  for  it.  Is  it  bodily  pain  or 
licknefs  that  is  thy  affliction  ?  then  confider,  the  end 
of  it  will  be  either  life  or  death  ;  if  death,  then 
what  thou  fuffereft  is  the  laft  burnt,  bear  it  patient¬ 
ly.  Thefe  enemies  you  now  fee,  you  will  fee  them 
again  no  more.  In  the  manfions  above  there  is  no 
pain  nor  crying  :  the  inhabitants  there  fhall  never 
fay  they  are  Tick  ;  and  one  hour  with  them  will 
make  thee  forget  all  thy  momentary  afflictions.  If 
the  iffue  fhall  be  life,  you  will  be  afhamed,  when 
well,  that  you  had  no  more  patience  whilft  fick. 

I  fhall  clofe  this  direction  with  the  words  of  the 
apoftle  James,  James  v.  10.  “  Take,  my  brethren, 
the  prophets,  who  have  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  for  an  example  of  fuffering  affliction,  and  of 
patience.  Behold,  we  count  them  happy  which 
endure.  Ye  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and 
have  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  is  very 
pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy.” 

Direct.  IIT.  Let  believers  be  much  employed  in  the  praifes 
of  God,  while  they  are  under  affliction,  by  ficknefs  or 
otherwife. 

AS  we  fhould  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times,  and 
keep  up  good  thoughts  of  God  on  every  oc- 
callon ;  fo  efpecially  in  the  time  of  affliction. 
Hence  we  are  commanded  to  glorify  the  Lord  in 
the  fires,  Ifa.  xxiv.  15.  And  this  the  three  child¬ 
ren  did  in  the  hotieft  furnace.  So  Job  blefled  God 
when  he  had  taken  away  his  greatefl  comforts. 
Job  i.  21.  And  this  is  agreeable  to  that  command* 

1  Pheff.  v.  18.  “  In  every  thing  give  thanks.' ”  I 

grant  indeed  we  cannot  give  thanks  for  affliction  as 

H  affliction, 
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affliction,  but  either  as  it  is  the  means  of  Tome  good 
to  us,  or  as  the  gracious  hand  of  God  is  fome  way 
remarkable  therein  towards  us.  In  this  refpeCt, 
there  is  no  condition  on  this  fide  of  hell,  but  we 
have  caufe  to  praife.  God  in,  even  in  the  greateft 
calamities.  Hence  it  was  that  David,  when  he 
fpeaks  of  his  affliction,  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  adds  prefent- 
ly,  44  Thou  art  good  and  doff:  good.”  And  he  de¬ 
clares,  ver.  65.  44  Thou  haft  dealt  well  with  thy 
fervant,  O  Lord,  according  unto  thy  word.” 
Hence  Paul  and  Silas  praifed  God  when  they  were 
fcourged  and  imprifoned. 

Well  then,  O  believer,  obey  the  comman  I  of  thy 
God,  and  imitate  his  worthies,  by  praifing  God  un¬ 
der  thy  affliction*  1.  This  practice  would  be  very 
pleafant  and  acceptable  .to  God  ;  for  as  mufic  is 
fweeteft  on  the  waters,  fo  praife  is.  moft  agreeable  to 
God  from  an  afffiCted  foul  on  the.  "waters  of  trouble. 
It  is  a  fign  of  a  noble  and  generous  fpirit,  to  fing 
the  praifes  of  God’s  goodnefs,  while  his  hand  is  af¬ 
flicting  ,  us.  Diffrefs  and  danger  wi^l  make  the 
wickedeft  to  pray  ;  but  .it  is.  a  principle  of  love  and 
gratitude  that  makes  the  foul  to  praife.  2.  It  wrould 
bring  credit  to  Religion,  to  fee  faints  thanful  and 
.praifing  God  under  the  crofs  :  it  would  make  peo¬ 
ple  fay,  furely  they  find  fvveetnefs  in  God  and  his 
ways,  that  we  fee  not  ;  they  have  meat  to  eat  that 
the  world  knows  not  of.  And  this  would  invite 
Hrangers  to  come  and  try  a  religious  life.  The  joy¬ 
ful  praifes  of  the  martyrs  at  the  (lakes,  and  in  the 
flames,  made  people  go  home,  with  love  to  religion 
in  their  hearts.  3.  If  the  ifflie  of  your  affliction 
fhould  be  death,  this  employment  of  praife  would 
be  a  fweet  preparative  to  fit  and  difpofe  you  for  the 
work  of  heaven.  Ufe  yourfelf  much  to  this  heaven¬ 
ly  life,  and  be  oft  trying  to  fmg  the  fong  of  Mofes 
and  the  Lamb  in  time  of  (icknefs  and  trouble  ;  and 
this  would  fweeten  the  thoughts  of  death,  and  make 
you  incline  to  be  there,  where  praife  is  their  com 
flant  work. 
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Spnefl.  What  fhould  be  the  fubjeft  of  a'  believer’s 
thankfgiving  and  praife  under  afHidlion  ? 

Arifw.  He  hath  manifold  grounds  of  praife  ;  as 
ijl,  Upon  the  account  of  God’s  mercies  to  him 
through  the  bypail  part  of  his  life.  His  mercies  to 
thee,  O  believer,  cannot  be  numbered  ;  compare 
thy  mercies  with  thy  cro/Tes,  and  thou  wilt  foon  fee 
thy  receivings  are  far  greater  than  thy  fufFerings. 
Thou  haft  had  many  clays  of  plenty  for  one  day  of 
fcarcity,  many  days  of  liberty  for  one  day  of 
ftraits,  many  days  of  health  for  one  day  of  ficknefs. 

And  are  not  thefe  to  be  remembered  with  praife  ? 

2 oily y  And  more  particularly,  in  thy  greateft  af- 
ili&ion,  thou  haft  ground  to  praife  God,  O  believer, 
thou  waft  born  in  a  land  of  light,  where  thou  hadft 
the^  means  o?  coriverfron  to  God,  and  acquaintance 
Wl*th  Jefuv  Chrift ;  and  efpecially,  that  God  of  his 
free  grace  made  thefe  means  effectual  to  work  a  fay¬ 
ing  change  on  you,  when  others  were  pafted  by.  Is 
not  this  matter  of  praife,  that  he  opened  your  eyes, 
humbled  your  foul,  and  renewed  your  heart  ?  that 
he  gave  you  Chrift,  forgave  your  fms,  and  adopted 
you  into  his  family,  and  made  you  an  heir  of  hea¬ 
ven  ?  Oh  !  what  a  lad  cafe  would  it  be,  if  you  wrere 
yet  in  your  fins,  and  in  the  bondage  of  Satan  ;  if 
you  had  converfion  work  to  begin  to,  if  you  had 
your  faith  and  juftification  and  intereft  in  Chrift  all 
to  leek,  and  all  *  your  preparations  for  heaven  to 
make  :  if  you  had  all  this  to  do  with  a  fick  and 
pained  body,  and  a  disordered  mind  that  cannot 
command  one  fettled  thought,  with  the  terrible 
view  of  death  and  eternity  before  your  eyes.  This 
is  the  cafe  that  God  in  juftice  might  have  left  you 

c°*  then>  .ought  y°u  n<>t  to  praife  God,  that 

lent  his  Holy  Spirit  in  time  to  determine  vour  heart 
to  clofe  with  Chrift,  and  be  reconciled  to  that  God, 
you  are  fhortly  to  appear  before  ;  and  that  thefe  fins, 
w. llc  1  now  would  have  been  your  terror  are  all  for- 

fJGUa an<^  away  through  the  blood  of  Jefus 

Cnriit. 
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3 (!ty,  Is  it  not  matter  of  praife  in  tliy  greatelt 
trouble,  that  thou  haft  a  great  High  Prieft,  that  is 
puffed  into  the  heavens,  to  provide  a  manfion  with 
the  Father  tor  thee,  and  to  receive  thy  foul  when 
leparated  from  the  body  ?  “  that,  wire  re  he  is,  there 
you  may  be  alfo 

4 tbly,  You  have  caufe  to  blefs  God,  that  he  fends 
fuch  Ratable  harbingers,  as  ficknefs  and  trouble, 
to  tell  you  that  death  is  approaching,  and  that,  he 
ihould  take  filch  pains  on  you  to  wean  you  from  the 
world,  and  make  you  willing  to  be  gone.  Many  of 
God's  people,  that  have  been  averfe  to  dying  at  the 
beginning  of  a  ficknefs,  by  the  increafe  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  have  been  brought  to  be. well  fatished 
lo  depart  that  they  may  be  with  Chrift. 

$thlyy  You  have  ground  to  blefs  God  for  timing 
your  affli<5tions  fo  well,  that  he  fent  them  not  till  he 
faw  you  flood  in  need  of  them  ;  he  faw  a  need  for 
i  hem,  as  i  Pet.  i.  6.  and  he  would  not  let  you  want 
what  was  needful. 

6thly,  You  ought  to  praife  God,  that  lie  mitigates 
your  trials,  and  proportions  your  burden  for  your 
back,  that  when  he  takes  a  rod  to  you,  he  hath  not 
made  it  a  fcorpion  ;  that  when  he  deprived  you  of 
one  comfort  and  enjoyment,  he  did  not  ftrip  you  of 
all,  and  leave  you  wholly  comfortlefs  that  when 
you  fufFer  in  one  thing,  he  hath  not  made  you  to 
fufFer  in  every  thing,  in  foul,  body,  eftate,  relations 
and  all  together  ;  that  inftead  of  afflicting  you  for  a 
few  days,  he  hath  not  made  your  whole  life  a  fcene 
of  mifery  and  affliction.  Blefs  God,  that  he  punifh- 
eth  you  lefs,  unfpeakably  lefs,  than  your  iniquities 
deferve  ;  that  your  fick-bed  is  not  hell,  your  fever 
is  not  everlafting  burnings,  your  pain  is  not  the 
gnawing  of  the  worm  that  never  dieth. 

7 thly ,  You  have  caufe  to  praife  God,  that  yoivr 
affliction  is  not  fo  great  as  that  of  fome  others,  and 
•even  of  fome  that  were  very  dear  to  God,  and  had 
not  grieved  him  fo  much  as  you  have  done.  Re¬ 
member  the  trials  that  fome  have  endured,  of 

“  whom 
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“whom  the  World  was  not  worthy,”  which  I  men¬ 
tioned  before  as  recorded,  Heb.  xi.  Yours  are 
nothing  tp  theirs,  nothing  to  Job’s,  that  eminent 
fervant  of  God.  Obferve  the  difference  with  thankf* 
giving  and  praife. 

8 ihly,  You  have  reafon  to  blefs  God  for  the 
ftrength  and  fupport  he  hath  given  you  under  af¬ 
fliction.  You  would  foon  fink  and  fuccomb  under 
3,  fmall  burden,  if  he  did  not  fupport  you  by  his 
grace  ;  but,  when  he  bears  you  up,  the  heavieft  tri¬ 
al  fhall  not  fmk  you.  Have  you  not  met  with  fome 
afflictions,  you  have  thought  at  a  diftance  you  would 
never  have  been  able  to  bear  up  under  them  ?  yet, 
when  they  that  come,  you  have  found  them  light 
and  portable,  by  reafon  of  the  ftrength  God  hath 
beftowsd  on  your 

gihlyi  You  have  ground  of  thankfgiving  that  the 
mercies  and  bleftings  which  God  hath  continued 
with  you,  are  far  greater  than  thefe  he  hath  taken 
from  you  :  For  though  he  hath  taken  this  and  that 
temporal  bleffmg  from  you,  yet  he  hath  not  taken 
Chrift  from  you,  nor  his  holy  Spirit  from  you ;  he 
hath  not  feparated  you  from  his  love,  nor  cut  you 
off  from  all  hopes  of  heaven.  However  great  your 
trials  be,  yet  ftill  there  is  a  mixture  of  mercy  in  your 
lot  which  fhould  be  matter  of  praife. 

Lqftly ,  You  have  caufe,  O  believer,  to  blefs  God, 
that  all  the  afflictions  he  brings  on  you  aie  in  love, 
and  for  your  profit.  All  his  ways  are  mercy  and 
truth  to  you.  If  he  fmile,  it  is  in  mercy  ;  and  if  he 
£fnite,  it  is  in  mercy.  God  may  change  his  difpen- 
fations,  but  his  heart  is  ftill  towards  them,  and  the 
cords  wherewith  he  fcourgeth  them,  are  cords  of 
love.  Their  profit  is  the  great  thing  he  aims  at,  in 
aft  their  chaftifements,  Heb.  xii .  10.  He  deflgns 
thereby  to  reclaim  them  from  their  wanderings,  cut 
off  proviftons  for  their  lufts,  make  them  pant  and 
long  for  a  better  ft  ate,  and  caufe  them  to  mend  their 
pace  toward  it.  Hence  David  faith,  “  It  is  good 
for  me  that  I  was  afflicted  ;  For  before  I  was  affliCF 
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ed,  I  went  aftray,  but  now  I  have  learned  to  keep* 
thy  word.”  Pfal.  cxix.  67,  71.  From  all  which  it 
appears  you  have  manifold  grounds  of  praife,  even 
in  the  time  of  affli&ion. 


Direct.  IV.  Let  the  children  of  God,  when  vifited  with 
ficknefs,  fet  about  a&ual  preparation  for  death  and 
eternity. 

T7  VERY  believer  hath  his  main  work  done,  and 


i  j  is  always  in  a  gracious  Rate,  by  reafon  of  his 
union  with  Jefus  Chrift,  his  reconciliation  with  God, 
through  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  the  univerfal 


of  God  hath  habitual  preparation  for  meeting  with 
death.  Yet  becaufe  frequently,  when  ficknefs  com* 
eth,  there  are  many  things  out  of  order  with  them, 
that  make  death  frightful  and  undefirable,  they 
mu  ft  fet  about  actual  preparation  for  death,  and 
feek  to  have  their  fouls  made  ready  for  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  coming.  And  here  I  fhall  fhew  wherein 
this  a  (final  readinefs  of  believers  doth  conftft,  which 
ftiould  be  their  proper  work  and  exercife  in  time  of 
ficknefs,  efpecially  when  ficknefs  is  lingering,  and 
doth  not  deftroy  the  ufe  of  reafon.  But  beware  of 
thinking  that  this  ftiould  be  delayed  till  ficknefs 
come  :  No,  no  \  the  time  of  health  is  the  main 
working  feafcn,  and  all  ftiould  be  then  by-hand,  as 
far  as  poflible.  But,  feeing  even  the  beft  generally 
find  much  to  do  at  the  very  laft,  I  fhall  give  the 
following  advices  for  your  a&ual  preparation. 

1/?,  Seeing  ficknefs  is  a  mean  appointed  of  God 
for  his  people’s  good,  and  particularly  for  fitting 
them  fcr  a  better  world  ;  labor  earneftly  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  ficknefs,  feek  God’s  blefiing  upon  it, 
that  thereby  you  may  be  helped  to  discover  more 
of  the  evil  of  fin,  that  you  may  hate  and  abhor  it 
the  more,  and  that  you  may  fee  more  effectually  the 
vanity  and  vexation  of  the  world,  and  get  your 
heart  looted  from  all  the  things  of  time,  and  brought 
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to  a  willingnefs  to  be.diftolved,  that  you  may  be 
with  Chrift. 

2 dly,  Seeing  the  time  of  fickneis  and  death  is  the 
time  of  your  greateft  need,  beg  earneftly  of  God, 
for  your  Redeemer’s-  fake,  fuch  fpecial  aftiftance,  in¬ 
fluences  and  operations  of  his  holy  fpirit,  as  he 
knows  needful  for  you  in  your  prefent  low  and  weak 
condition,  in  order  to  carry  on  and*  complete  your 
a<5iual  readinefs  for  meeting  with  himfelf  at  death, 
and  entering  into  the  invifible  world,  and  being  fix^ 
ed  unalterably  in  your  everlafting  ftate. 

3 'dly*  Renew  the  exercife  of  repentance,  and  of  faith 
in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  removing  all  grounds  of 
quarrel  and  controverfy  betwixt  God  and  your  foul. 
And  in  order  thereto,  review  your  by  paft  life,  and 
look  into  your  heart  alfo,  and  fearch  out  every  pre¬ 
dominant  fin  and  idol  of  jealoufy  ;  for  if  there  be; 
any  iniquity  regarded  in  your  heart,  and  unrepented 
of  by  you,  it  may  occafion  no  little  anguifh  and  bit- 
ternefs  of  fpirit  in  a  dying  hour.  Well,  when  thou, 
haft  difcovered  fin,  humbly  confefs  and  bewail  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Lora,  and  afk  forgivenefs  for  it  thro*  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  which  cleanf- 
eth  from  all  fin.  Yea,  make  confeflion  of  all  thy 
fins,  and  particularly  refleff  upon  the  fountain  and 
fprmg  of  them,  viz.  thy  original  Jin.  Know  the 
plague  of  thy  own  heart,  and  mourn  over  it,  mourn 
for  the  lofs  and  mif  fpending  of  much  precious  time. 
Mourn  for  the  unprofitablenefs  of  thy  life,.  Now* 
when  the  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree  by  ficknefs^ 
it  is  high  time  to  mourn  for  your  unfruitfulnefs  un¬ 
der  the  means  of  grace  and  waterings  of  the  holy 
Spirit.  Mourn  for  your  firming  againft  fuch  light 
and  love  as  have  been  many  days  difplayed  to  you  in 
the  glorious  gofpel.  And,  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
mourn  jor  your  fins  of  ormilion,  which  commonly 
are  but  httle  minded  by  us.  Thus  mourn  for  all 
thy  fins,  till  thou  doft  water  thy  couch  with  tears.  It 
is  moft  fuitable  that  death  (hould  find  every  man 
even  every  child  of  God?in  the  exercife  of  mourn¬ 
ing  . 
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jng  and  repentance  :  for  they  that  thus  fow  in  tears, 
ihall  eternally  reap  in  joy.  But  fee  that  your  tears 
run  much  in  the  gofpel  channel,  and  flow  from  the 
believing  views  of  a  crucified Chrib,  whom  you  have 
pierced  by  your  fins.  And,  in  the  midb  of  your 
mourning,  be  {fill  aiming  to  take  faith’s  grips  of  the 
clefts  of  this  rock,  for  fheltering  thy  foul  from  the 
guilt  of  by  pad  fins  ;  fay,  61  Lord  Jefus,.I  have  no 
refuge  b\}t  thy  wounds,  no  fountain  but  thy 
blood,  no  covert  but  thy  righteoufnefs.  And  feeing 
thou  freely  maked  offer  of  thy  merits  for  my  pro¬ 
tection,  and  invited  even  the  chief  of  finners  to  come 
unto  thee,  faying,  Look  unto  me,  and  be^je  faved 
Lord,  I  embrace  the  offer,  and  flee  to  thee  to  cover 
me.”  O  believer  do  this,  not  once  or  twice,  but  do 
it  a  hundred  times  over  ;  do  it  as  long  as  thou  had 
breath  to  draw  in  the  world.  Be  dill  breathing  to 
the  very  lad,  after  a  crucified  Jefus  for  relief  againd 
the  guilt  of  fin,  which  thou  art  always  contracting, 
and  wilt  be  till  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle 
be  diffolved.. 

4 thly.  In  order  to  your  actual  read'inefs  to  go 
forth  to  meet  the  bridegroom,  when  coming  to  you 
by  death,  you  mud  do  as  the  wife  virgins,  Matth, 
xxv.  7:  “  Arife  and  trim  your  lamps.”  As  it  is  not 
enough  to  have  aJair  lamp  of  a  profedion,  fo  it  is 
not  fufficient  to  have  only  the  oil  of  grace  in  the 
lamp  ;  nay,  or  to  have  it  burning  in  fome  degree. 
There  is  more  requifite  at  this  time,  that  the  foul 
may  be  actually  ready  the  lamp  mud  be  trimmed, 
which  imports,  \j%  Afupplying  it  with  more  oil  ;  you 
mud  feek  to  have  your  grace  increafed,  to  have  new 
degrees,  new  drcngth,  and  newfupplies  of  grace  giv¬ 
en  you  from  God,  to  fit  you  for  the  la*d  conflict  with 
your  fpiritual  enemies,  and  efpecially  the  lad  enemy 
death,  idly.  It  imports  a  birring  up  of  the  oil,  and 
raifmg.the  wick  fome  higher:  So  there  muS-be  an  ex- 
'  citation  of  grace,  which  may  be  in  a  low  declining 
condition  :  you  mud  endeavour  to  dir  and  raife  it 
up  to  a  more  lively  exercife,  and  more  elevated  acts, 

Stir 
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Stir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  thee  ;  make  the  oil  burn  clear 
and  (Kine  bright*  Bring/aith,love,  repentance  and 
holy  defires,  to  a  lively  exercifiv  3 d/y,  This  trim¬ 
ming  imports  the  cleanfing  of  the  lamp,  by  taking 
away  the  dead  aihes  that  hinder  the  light,  or  prevent 
its  burning  fo  clearly  as  otherwiie  it  woul'fb*  bo  you 
muft  labour  to  take  away  the  dead  allies  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  that  hinder  the  fhining  of  grace  :  remove  all 
unbelief,  earthlinefs,  deadnefs,  felf,  and  formality? 
and  whatever  elfe  doth  fupprefs  the  exercile  of  faith, 
love,  and  heavenly-mindednefs  :  let  all  thefe  dead 
afhes  be  fnuffed  away  by  repentance  and  mortifica¬ 
tion-  As  you  ought  to  drive  earnedly.  again  A;  all 
thefe  heart-evils  in  time  of  health,  fo  now  labour  to 
give  them  a  dead  ftroke  when  death’s  harbinger 
gives  you  a  fnmmons. 

$tbly>  Be  diligent  in  gathering  and  humming  up  all 
your  evidences  for  heaven  and  eternal  life,  that  fo 
you  may  not  venture  into  the  dark  valley  at  an  un¬ 
certainty.  The  comfort  of  dying  will  much  depend 
on  the  clearnefs  of  your  evidences;  it 'is  therefore 
your  wifdom  to  examine  them  carefully,  and  fee  if 
you  can  fay,  <£  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed  ;  1 
have  confented  with  my  foul  to  the  method  of  falva- 
tion  laid  down  in  the  covenant  of  grace-  I  am  defir- 
ous  that  the  glory  of  it  {houlcf  be  eternally  afcribed 
to  the  free  grace  of  God,  and  the  creature  be  wholly 
abafed  in  his  fight.  I  have  chofen  God  for  my  por¬ 
tion,  and  Chri  *Yor  my  only  Saviour  ;  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  I  airn  at  is,  to  enjoy  God  in  Chrift  for 
ever.  And,  in  order  thereto,  I  depend  on  the  holy 
Spirit  to  apply  the  redemption  which  Jefas  Chrift 
hath  purchased  to  me,  and  to  fandtify  me  perfectly. 
There  is  no  fin  but  what  1  hate  and  defire  to  part 
with.  I  would  rather  have  more  holinefs,  than  to> 
have  health  and  all  the  pleafures  in  the  world.  I 
earneftly  defire  the  flourifhing  of  Chrift’s  kingdom, 
and  prefer  Jerufalem  to  my  chiefefi  joy,”  If  this 
your  evidences  be  clear,  you  may  cheerfully  take  death 
by  the  cold  hand,  and  welcome  its  gr i m fm dflen ge 

and 
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and  long  to  begone  that  you  may  be'  with  Chri/L 
You  may  jay  as  Pfalm  xxiii.  4*  ii  When  I  walk/ 
through  the  valley'of  the  firttdow  ofdeath,  I  will  fear- 
no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me.  You  may  go  off  the 
Page  with  the  Pfalmfffs  words  in  ' your  mouth, 
Pfalm  xxxh  5, “  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  fpirit, 
for  thou  haft  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth. F 
6tbly,  Labour  earheftly  to  overcome  the  love  of 
life  and  fears  of  death,  fo  as  to  he  content  to  part 
with  all  things  here  at  Godrs  call.  O  believer,  what 
is  there  in  this  earth  to  tempt  thee  to  hang  back, 
when  God  calls  thee  to  depart  ?  while  you  are  here, 
you  may  lay  your  account  with  many  Ioffes,  erodes, 
difappointments,  griefs,  and  calamities  of  all  forts. 
Friends  will  fail  you,  enemies  will  hate  you,  lulls 
will  moled:  you,  Satan  will  tempt  you,  and  the  world 
will  decieve  you.  Death  is  the  way  that  the  deareff 
of  GodY  faints,  and  all  the  cloud  of  witneffes  have 
gone  before  you  ;  yea,  the  Lord  Jefus  your  head 
bath  trod  this  path  and  hath  taken  the  fling  out  of 
death, and  hath  paved  a  way  through  its  dark  valley 
that  his  people  may  fafely  follow  him.  Hath  the  Cap~ 
tain  of  your  falvation  gone  before  you,  and  will  any 
of  his  foldiers  /brink  to  follow  him  ?  Art  thou  con¬ 
tent  to  remain  always  at  the  fame  diflance  from 
him,  and  to  enjoy  no  more  of  his  prefence  than  now 
you  have  ?  are  you’  fat i shed  to  live  for  -ever  with  no 
more  knowledge  of  God,mo  more  love  to  Chrifl,  no 
move  holinefs  or  heavenly-minded nefs,  than  at  pre* 
lent  you  have  ?  Do  you  not  groan  under  your  re¬ 
maining  ignorance,'  deadnefs,  wanderings,-  pride, 
padion,  unbelief,  felfifhnefs,  worldlinefs,  and  other 
fins  and  luffs  that  here  befet  you  ?  And  are  you  not 
\<|efirous  to  go  to  the  place  where  you  will  be  eternal¬ 
ly  free  of  them  all,  and  where  you  /hall  never 
complain  of  a  dull,  dead,  and  fenfelefs  frame  of 
Leart,  or  of  any  heart-wearinefs  or  wandering  in  du¬ 
ty  any  more  ?  For  the  heart  {Kail  then  be  as  a  fixed 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  {hall  go  no  more 
out  5-  the  eternal  adoration  and  nraifes  of  God  fhall 
*  '  be 
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rbe  the  foul’s  delight  and  element  forever.  By  fuch 
con  fide  rati  on  s  drive  to  conquer  the  fears  of  death 
and  defires  of  life,  which  are  often  great  clogs  to  the 
people  q{  God  in  their  preparations  for  flitting. 

7 tbjyy  Be  oft  meditating  upon  the  heavenly  glo^y 
which  fliortly  all  believers  will  fee  and  enjoy.  Be 
much  in  the  contemplation  of  the  glorious  company* 
above  ;  behold  Chrift  upon  his  glorious  throne,  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  and  Abraham,  David,  Peter, 
-  Paul  and  all  the  red  of  the  faithful  ones,  with  their 
crowns  of  righteoufnefs,  triumphing  about  their  re- 
deemer.  Think,  O  believer,  how  happy  will  that 
,*iay  be,  when  thou  fhalt  meet  with  thy  father,  and 
brethren,  and  thou  (halt  fee  thy  elder  brother  omthe 
throne,  ready  to  pafs  fentencein  thy  favour.  What 
melody  will  that  fentence  found  in  thine  ears,  Corns 
ye  blejfed  of  my  Father ,  &ca  What  frame  wilt  thou 
be  in,  when  he  fets  the  crown  of  glory  on  thy  head  ? 
:  O  eternally  free  love  l  wilt  thou  cry,  “  O  Saviour, 
thou  didd  wear  a  crown  of  thorns,  that  I  might  wear 
a  crown  of  glory t;  thou  didd  groan  on  the  crofs, 

.  that  I  might  now  fmg.  Wonderful  free.iove,  that 
chufeci  me,  when  thoufands  were  paffed  by  ;  thatfav- 
cd  me  from  ruin,  when  my  companions  in  fin  mud: 
burn  in  hell  for  ever.”  Think  how  ravifhing  it  will 
be  to  meet  with  your  godly  acquaintances  in  heaven, 
viith  whom  you  prayed,  praifed,  and  converied 
here  !  Will  you  not  then  cry  out,  “  O  my  brethren 
vhat  a  change  is  here  !  this  glorious  vuace  is  not 
like  the  poor  dwellings  we  had  on  earth  -  this  body, 
this  foul,  this  date,  this  place,  our  clothes,  our  com- 
tpany,  our  language,  our  thoughts,  are  far  unlike 
.  thofe  we  had  then !  The  bad'  hearts  ,  the  body  of 
death,  the  corruptions  and  temptations  we  then  com. 
.plained  of,  ar  all  now  gone.  We  hgve.no.more  fears 
of  death  or  hell, no  more  ufe  for  repentance  or  prayer, 
faith  or  hope  ;  thefe  are  now  fwallowed  up  in  ircfme- 
diate  vidon,  eternal  love,  joy  and  praife*”  And  for 
thy  help,  O  believer,  in  meditating  on  thefe  things, 
read  fome  parts  or  the  book  of  Revelation,  or  caufe 
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tkm  to  be  read  to  you  ;  and  fuppofe  with  yourfelf 
you  had  been  a  companion  with  John  in  the  Ifle  of 
Batmos,  and  had  got  fuch  a  view  of  the  glorious 
Majefty,  the  bright  thrones,  the  heavenly  hods,  and 
fhinlng  fplendour  which  he  faw;  the  faints  in  their 
white  robes,  with  crowns  on  their  heads  and  palms 
in  their  hands,  and  heard  them  fmging  the  fong  of 
Mofes  and  the  Lamb,  and  trumpeting  forth  their 
eternal  hallelujahs  ;  what  a  heavenly  rapture 
would’fl  thou  have  been  in  !  Well  then,  O  believer, 
thou  fhalt  fhortly  have  clearer  and  fweeter  fights 
than  all  thefe  which  John  or  any  of  the  faints  ever 
faw  here  upon  earth.  Surely  that  heavenly  glory  is 
a-fubje<ft  worthy  of  thy  thoughts,  and  mofi  fui table 
for  thee  to  meditate  on  in  time  of  ficknefs,  and  when 
is*  the  view  of  death. 

8  thly9  It  would  be  alfo  very  fui  table  at  this  time, 
in  order  to,  your  a  (dual  readinefs  for  death,  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  looking.out  and  longing  for  ChrilBs  coming. 
As  Ambraham  flood  in  his  tent  door,  ready  to  go 
forth  to  meet  the  angels  that  were  fent  unto  him,  lo 
fhould  the  believer  keep  himfelf  in  a  waiting  poflure 
at  this  time.  He  ihould  be  like  the  loving  wife,  that 
longs  and  looks  for  the  coming  of  herabfenthufband, 
according  to  his  letters  to  her.  By  this  time  (thinks 
fte)  he  will  be  at  fuch  a  place,  and  againft  fuch  a 
time  he  will  be  at  another  place,  and  fo  in  a  few  days 
I  will  fee  him.  It  is  the  charader  of  believers,  they 
are  fuch  as  love  his  appearing,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  They  de¬ 
fire  his  coming,  Cant.  vui.  14.  Make  bafte ,  my  beloved: 
Even  fo  come ,  Lord  Jefus ,  come  quickly.  Believers 
fhould  look  upon  themfelves  as  pilgrims  here,  wan¬ 
dering  in  a  ’wilder nefs,  abfent  from  homeland  at  a 
difiance  from  their  father’s  houfe  ;  and  in  time  of 
affiitdion  it  is  very  proper  for  them  to  be  crying  as 
David  doth,  Pfal.  Iv.  6.  “  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a 
dove  !  for  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft  :  I 
would  haflen  my  elcape  from  the  windy  tempeft.” 
«  O  when  fliall  the  time  of  my  pilgrimage,  and  the 

days  of  my  banifhment  be  finifhed,  that  I  may  get 
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home  to  my  country  and  friends  above  !  Oh  !  my 
Lord  is  gone,  my  Saviour  hath  left  the  earth,  and 
entered  into  his  glory  !  my  friends  and  brethren 
are  gone  to  their  bleffed  relt,  where  they  fee  God's 
tace,  and  fing  his  praife  for  ever  :  and,  how  can  I 
be  willing  to  day  behind,  when  chcy  are  gone  ?  Mufl 
I  be  fmning  here,  when  they  are  ferving  God  above  ? 
Mud  I  be  groaning  and  fighing,  when  they  are  tri¬ 
umphing  and  dividing  the  fpoil  ?  Surely  I  will  look 
after  them,  and  cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  ?  when  {hall 
I  be  with  my  Saviour  and  my  God  V9 


Direct.  V.  Let  believers  in  time  of  fieknds  endeavour  all 
they  can  to  glorify  God,  and  edify  thofe  that  are  about  them, 
by  their  fpeech  and  behaviour. 

IF  ever  a  child  of  God  be  adtive  to  promote  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God,  it  lhould  be  in  time  of 
iicknefs,  and  when  death  may  be  approaching.  And 


there  is  good  reafon  for  it ;  for  i ft,  This  may  be  the 
laft  opportunity  that  ever  thou  lhalt  have  to  do  any 
l!ung  for  God,  and  therefore  thou  ihouldft  rtudy 
to  improve  it  to  the  utmoft.  Heaven,  to  which 
thou  art  going,  is  the  place  where  thou  lhalt  receive 
thy  reward ,  but  thou  canft  have  no  accefs  there  to 
advance  God’s  glory,  by  commending  God  and 
Chriit,  and  religion  to  finners,  or  weak  believers. 
Upon  this  account,  many  of  God’s  children  have 
been  content  to  fufpend  their  heavenly  happinefs 
tor  a  while,  and  to  ftay  upon  the  earth  for  fome  lon¬ 
ger  time.  I  have  read  of  a  certain  martyr,  when 
going  to  fuffer,  who  exprelfed  fome  forrow  that  he 


was  going  thither,  where  he  lhould  do  his  God  no 
morelervice,  to  wit.  in  th *  _ 1  • 


fent 
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fent  me,  while  it  Is  day  ;  for  the  night  cometh 
wherein  no  man  can  .work.”  This  condderation 
fhould  make  thee  beftir  thyfelf  with  the  greateft.ac- 
tivity,  like  Samfon  before  his  death,  who,  when  he 
could  have  no  more  opportunity  to  ferve  God  and 
his  church,  he  cried  to  God,  and  faid,  Judges  xvi. 
28.  (i  O  Lord  God,  remembervme  I  pray  thee,  and 
ftrengthen  me  this  once.”  And,  then,  he  bowed 
himfelf  with  all  his  might,  to  pull  down  the  pillars, 
of  Dagon’s  temple,  being  willing  to  facrifice  his  life 
to  the  ruin  thereof. 

2 dly>  The  holy,  fpeech  and  carriage  oLdying  be¬ 
lievers,  may,  through  the  bleding  of  God,  make 
deep  impreffipn  upon  the  hearts  of  upregenerate  men 
that  arc  witneffes  to  them.  Thefe  who  have  deri¬ 
ded  the  people  of  God  for  .ihe  ftrictnefs  of  their 
lives,  and  ‘defpifed  their  counfels.and.  reproofs,  as 
proceeding  from  humour  or  precifenefs  yet  have 
begun  to  notice  their  words  and  a&ions,  when  they 
have  feen  them  on  flck-beds,  and  on  the  borders  of 
eternity,  and  to  have  other  thoughts  of  religion  and 
hohnefs  than  formerly  they  had.  Now  they  think 
the  man  is  in  good  earned,  and  fpeaketh  the 
*  thoughts  of  his  heart ;  and,,  if  ever  he  can  be  believ¬ 
ed,  it  mud  be  mow.  It  is  mod  convincing  to  car¬ 
nal  perfons,  to  fee.  believers  bearing  up  with  pa¬ 
tience  in  their  ficknefs  ;  to  hear  them  fpeaking  good 
of  God,  commending  his  ways,  and  rejoicing  in  God 
ns  their  portion,  in  rnidd  ot  their  fharped  pains  ; 
to  fee  them  behaving  as  thofe  that  are  going  to 
dwell  with  Chrid,  toiling  and  pr ailing  God,  when 
friends  are  fighing  and  weeping  about  them.  This 
inclines  them  to  think,  furely  thereunud  be  a  reah- 
tv  in  religion,  there  is  a  vifible  difference  betwixt  the 
death  of  *the  righteous  and  of  the  wicked.  Hence  a 
wicked  Baalam  wilhed  to  die  the  death  of  tlie  right¬ 
eous,  and  to  have  his  lad  end  like  his.  It  left  a 
conviction  upon  that  young  man’s  cpnfcience,  who 
faid  to  his  loofe  companion,  after  they  had  v lilted 

p-odly  Ambrofe  on  his  death  bed,  and  Law  how 
J  cheerful 
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cheerful  he  was,  and  triumphing  over  approaching 
death.  “  Oh  that  I  might  live  with  thee,  and  die 
with  Ambrofe  V’  Nay,  fuch  fights  might  draw  them 
not  only  to  defire  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
hut  alfo  to  reiolve  to  live  their  lives.  If  carnal 
menfaw  believers  going  off  the  ftage  with  fuch  con¬ 
fidence  and  joy,  as  becomes  thefe  that  are  entering 
into  eternal  reft  with  Chrift,  and  thefe  that  are  go¬ 
ing  out  of  a  howling  wildernefs  to  a  glorious  Cana¬ 
an  ;  it  might  be  a  powerful  invitation  to  them  to  go 
and  feek  after  the  fame  felicity. 

3 dly,  This  likewife  would  be  very  edifying  and 
confirming  to  all  that  fear  God.  How  much  would 
it  contribute  to  eftablifh  them  in  the  practice  of  ho- 
linefs,  and  to  quicken  them  in  their  diligence  in 
ferving  and  glorifying  of  God  in  the  days  of  their 
health,  to  hear  a  dying  believer  fay,  “  Of  all  the 
time  which  I  have  ever  lived,  I  have  no  comfort 
now  in  reflecting  upon  one  hour,  but  what  I  fpent 
in  theffervice  of  God.  Were  I  to  begin  my  life, 
I  would  redeem  time  more  carefully  tham  ever. 
One  hour  in  communion  with  God  is  far  fweeter 
than  many  years  fpent  in  worldly  pleafures.  Come 
here,  then,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  tell  you 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.  O  tafte  and  fee 
that  God  is  good 

Athly,  Confider  the  examples  of  God’s  children 
in  former  ages,  howufeful  and  edifying  their  words 
have  been,  at  fuch  atime?  to  all  round  about  them. 
But  this  head  I  intend  to  ihfift  fully  upon  afterwards. 

But  how  fhall  I  behave  foas  I  may  glorify 
God  and  edify  others,  when  I  am  fick  or  dying  ?  I 
would  have  fome  particular  direftions  for  it. 

Anfw.  \fiy  You  may  do  this  by  your  patience  un¬ 
der  pain,  and  fubmiffion  to  God  s  will,  with  refpeft 
to  the  event,  whether  life  or  death.  It  is  (tumbling 
to  others,  to  fee  believers  fretful  in  trouble,  and 
unwilling  to  leave  the  world,  when  God  calls  uhem. 
But  it  is  mod  convincing  and  confirming  to  fee 
them  frankly  reiigning  themfelves  to  God’s  difpof- 

al, 
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al,  faying,  “  Let  God  himfelf  choofe  for  me  :  he 
is  wife,  and  knoweth  bed  what  is  needful  and  mofc 
proper  for  me  ;  I  have  no  will  but  God’s  will.” 
For  any  man  to  defire  to  live  when  God  calls  him  to 
die,  or  to  defire  to  die  when  God  calls  him  to  live,  is 
equally  a  fign  of  cowardice  :  for  he  that  defires  to 
live,  is  afraid  to  look  death  in  the  face  ;  and  he 
that  defires  to  die,  would  dee  from  fome  calamity, 
and  take  dicker  in  death.  But  he  is  the  mod  va¬ 
liant  man  that  can  die  willingly  when  God  would 
cave  him  die,  and  live  as  willingly  when  God  would 
have  him  live  this  is  true  chrifiian  valour. 

2 d!y,  By  pious  exhortations  and  warnings  to  thefe 
that  are  about*  you.  It  may  be  the  laft  occafion 
you  may  have  of  glorifying  God  this  way  :  O  do 
not  loofe  the  feafon  which  may  be  ufefully  imp r oven 
for  the  good  of  fouls.  For  thus  a  believer  may  bring 
more  honor  to  God,  and  more  advantages  to  pre¬ 
cious  fouls  by  his  ficknefs  and  death,  than  ever  he 
did  by  all  his  health  and  life  in  the  world  ;  for  their 
{peech.es  have  more  weight  with  people  at  fuch  a 
time  than  at  any  other.  Hence  the  Patriarchs, 
knowing  the  prevalency  of  fuck  words,  do  urge  Jo¬ 
seph  with  Jacob’s  dying  charge,  Gen  i,  16.  17, 

And  they  fent  a  meffenger  unto  Jofeph  faying, 
Thy  father  did  command  before  he  died,  faying,  fp 
fhall  ye  fay  unto  Jofeph,  Forgive,  I  pray  thee  now, 
thee  the  trefpafs  of  thy  brethren,”  &c*  And  as  wc 
ought  to  be  ready  to  give  good  counfel  to  all  when 
we  lie  on  Tick  beds,  fo  efpecially  we  ihould  be  con¬ 
cerned  for  children  and'  near  relations  :  they  are 
more  afFe&ed  than  ethers  with  our  ficknefs,  and  fo 
will  they  be  with  our  fayings  ;  our  admonitions  may 
do  them  good  when  we  are  rotting  in  the  duft. 

%ieJL  What  ought  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  dif- 
courfes  and  exhortations  to  others  at  fuch  a  time-? 

Anfw.  iftf  It  is  very  proper  to  be  much  in  com¬ 
mending  the  maker  you  have  ferved,  and  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  ferviee,  to  thefe  that  are  about  you. 

Tell  them  of  the  equity  and  goodnefs  of  thefe  laws 

which 
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which  you  have  obeyed.,  and  of  the  bounty  and 
faithfulnefs  of  that  Lord  whom  you  have  worship¬ 
ped,  loved,  and  praifed  ;  and  of  the  greatnefs  and 
eternity  of  that  reward  you  are  going  to  poffefs. 
Let  the  children  of  God  extol  their  father,  and  his 
care  of  them,  and  kindnefs  to  them.  Let  the  ran- 
fomed  of  the  Lord  magnify  their  Redeemer,  and 
his  wonderful  love  and  Sufferings  for  them.  Tell 
others  what  fweetnels  and  fatisfa&ion  you  have 
found  in  your  own  experience  in  attending  God's 
ordinances,  and  in  Secret  duties  ;  what  comfort  you 
have  found  in  Chrift,  and  the  promifes  of  his  cove¬ 
nant.  And  thus  let.  your  lad  breath  be  Spent  in 
exalting  and  commending  Chrid  and  religion  to  o- 
thers. 

2#>  Be  warning  others  of  the  vanity  of  the  world, 
and  cd  all  its  wealth  and  pleafures.  Tell  them  that 
they  may  fee  by  your  cafe,  that  thefe  things  which 
people  are  bewitched  with  in  the  day  of  their  health, 
can  Signify  nothing  to  a  Sick  or  dying  man  ;  they 
cannot  eafe  us  in  our  pains,  they  can  afford  no  peace 
to  a  troubled  foul,  they  cannot  lengthen  our  lives 
one  hour,  and  far  lefs  can  they  Save  from  the  wrath 
of  an  angry  God.  “  Oh, may  you  fay,  “  what  a 
miserable  cafe  had  I  been  in  at  this  time,  if  I  had 
no  better  portion  than  this  world,  and  nothing  elfe 
to  look  to  but  its  riches  and  pleafures  !  Wherefore, 
Sirs,  Set  not  your  hearts  upon  it,  but  forfake  it  be¬ 
fore  you  be  forfaken  by  it,  and  make  choice  of  that 
which  will  be  Supporting  to  you  in  the  evil  day.” 
Jdhp  warning  them  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  what 
mifchief  and  deceitfulnefs,  you  have  found  in  it. 
Tell  them,  that  though  the  devil  and  theflefh  would 
tempt  you  to  look  on  fin  as  a  harmlefs  thing,  yet 
the  pleafure  will  Soon  be  gone,  and  a  Sharp  Sting  will 
be  left  behind.  Sin  will  appear  no  light  matter, 
when  the  Soul  is  going  hence  into  the  awful  prefence 
of  a  holy  God.  You  would  give  a  thouffnd  worlds 
then  for  Chrift,  and  the  blood  of  atonement  to'  an¬ 
swer  for  your  fins. 

I  2 


4  thfyi 


102 


Afflitted  Man's  Companion . 

4 thly}  Tell  them  of  the  great  difference  betwixt 
the  godly  and  wicked  man’s  choice.  The  godly 
man  chufeth  the  better  part  that  cannot  be  taken 
from  him  ;  he  lays  up  his  treafure  in  heaven  where 
none  can  reach  it,  fo  that  it  yields  him  rich  fup- 
plies  when  ficknefs  and  death  come  upon  him. 
But  O  how  foolifh  is  the  wicked  man’s  choice,  that 
for  a  moment’s  flelhly  pleafure,  doth  lofe  his  im¬ 
mortal  foul,  and  everlafting  happinefs  !  Warn  them 
to  mind  the  one  thing  needful  in  time,  and  not  to 
pamper  their  bodies  for  the  worms,  but  to  fet  them- 
felves  prefently  to  clofe  with  the  offers  of  Chrift,  and 
make  fure  an  intereft  in  his  righteoufnefs  to  cover 
them  in  the  evil  day. 

5^/y,  Be  telling  them  of  the  evil  of  floth  and  neg¬ 
ligence  in  the  work  of  their  falvation  :  and  be  exhort¬ 
ing  them  to  mind  it,  and  do  it  with  all  their  might. 
For  however  fome  may  cenfure  and  deride  God's 
people  now  for  their  ftri&nefs,  diligence,  and  zeal 
in  the  matters  of  religion  ;  yet,  when  they  come  to 
die,  they  will  be  ready  to  wifti  that  they  had  been 
more  diligent  in  falvation  work  ;  that  they  had 
loved  God,  fled  to  Chrift,  and  had  fought  and  ferved 
him  with  all  their  hearts  and  fouls  :  and  to  cry,  “  O 
for  a  little  more  time  !  O  if  God  would  recover  and 
try  us  once  more  with  health,  haw  diligent  would 
we  be  !”  And  tell  them  that  thefe  who  have  been 
moft  ferious  and  painful  m  falvation  woik,  yet,  when 
they  come  to  die,  do  much  lament  their  floth  and 
negligence  :  yea,  thefe  that  have  been  moft  re¬ 
proached  by  the  world  for  their  diligence  and  fer¬ 
vency,  do  often  wifh  at  that  time,  “  O  that  we  had 
been  athoufand  times  more  diligent  and  laboiious 

in  God’s  fervice  !”  .  .  _ 

(thly ,  Labor  to  perfuade  others  of  the  preicioui- 

nefs  of  time,  the  wifdorri  of  improving  the  time  of 
youth,  and’  of  health  ;  and  the  great  folly  of  delay¬ 
ing  repentance,  and  putting  it  oft  to  a  ficjc  bed.  Say 
to  them,  “  I  find  now  by  experience,  that  a  time  ot 

ficknefs  is  a  moft  unfit  feafon  to  do  any  thing  to 

purpoie 
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purpofe  for  the  foul;  my  mind  is  fo  diveitcd  and 
indifpodd  for  fpiritual  work  by  ficknefs  and  pain* 
that  I  cannot  attain  to  any  fuitable  compofure  for  it. 
And  how  miferable  were  I,  if  I  Had  all  my  work  to 
begin  at  this  time  S  O  take  warn  mg,  and  improv  e 
precious  time,  and  efpecially  the  day  of  the  gofpel, 
the  time  of  the  fpirit’s  drivings,  and  the  time  ol 
youth,  which  is  the  mod  ufual  feafort  of  the  conver- 
fion  of  fouls,  and  of  bringing,  Tinners  into  acquain¬ 
tance  with  Jefus  Chriftf y 

Direct.  VI.  Let  God’s  children,  when  fxck  or  dying,  be  ex- 
preffing  a  great  concern  for  the  advancement  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ©f  Chrift,  and  of  true  religion  in  the  rifing  generation. 

ZEAL  and  public  fpiritednefs  for  Chrift’s  inter* 
ed  is  very  becoming  his  people  in  all  the  peri¬ 
ods  of  their  life,  but  more  efpecially  at  this  time* 
When  Chrid  is  ready  to  take  you  to  his  kingdom  in 
heaven,  O  be  not  unmindful  of  his  kingdom  on 
earth.  It  would  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  pleaf- 
ant  in  the  fight  of  men,  to  fee  you  exprefling  a  warm 
concern  for  the  rifing  age,  and  for  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the  fouls  of  your  children,  and  others  that 
furvive  you  :  and  feeing  you  can  be  no  longer  ufeful 
to  thefe  you  leave  behind,  by  your  counfeis,  exam¬ 
ples,  or  prayers,  as  formerly  ;  do  your  utmod  for 
them  now.  And  this  concern  the  children  of  God 
in  time  of  ficknefs  may  evidence  feveral  ways. 

ifiy  By  earned  prayers  to  God,  both  for  the  prof- 
perity  of  his  church,  and  the  flourifhing  of  religion  in 
general,  and  alfo  for  your  children  and  relations  in 
particular,  that  they  may  be  a  holy  feed,  and  a  gen¬ 
eration  to  ferve  God,  and  fhew  forth  his  praife  in  the 
world,  when  you  are  gone  off  the  dage. 

2 dlyy  By  intruding  the  care  of  your  children’s  ed¬ 
ucation  to  fuch  tutors  and  guardians  as  will  be  much 
concerned  for  their  fouls,  and  will  fet  before  them 
godly  examples  and  inftru&ions  in  their  young  and 
tender  years. 

3 dly,  By  filling  your  latter-wills  and  tedaments 
with  many  pious  advices  and  folemn  charges  to 

your 
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your  children  and  relations,  with  refped  to  their 
fervmg  of  God,  and  worlhipping  him  in  their  fam- 
nies  and  in  fecret ;  fo  as  they  can  never  look  into 
your  teftaments,  and  the  legacies  left  to  them,  but 
they  will  hear  fomething  that  may  be  afFeding,  up- 
ltirring,  and  edifying  to  their  fouls. 

4 By  honouring  the  Lord  with  your  fubftance, 
and  leaving  fomething  of  what  God  hath  ble/fed 
you  with  to  pious  ufes  ;  particularly, for  the  religous 
education  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  for  buying 
Bioles  to  them,  and  other  good  books  ;  and  for  pro¬ 
pagating  of  Chriftian  knowledge  in  ignorant  places, 
inch  as  the  highlands-  and  iilands,  by  ereding  and 
maintaining  fchools  therein  ;  which  glorious  work 
is  happily  begun,  and  pretty  far  advanced  by  that 
honorable  fociety  at  Edinburgh,  whole  treafurer  is 
ready  to  receive  donations  from  all  fuch  as  the  Lord 
plealeth  to  move  to  make  a  free-will  oiFering  for 
promoting  that  pious  delign.-  Many  pious  perfons 
have  contributed  already  thereto  ;  and  it  were  delira- 
ble  that  others,  whom  God  hath  enabled  for  it, 
fhould  mind  it  before  they  die  ;  for  by  fatal  experi¬ 
ence  we  may  obferve,  that  the  moft  godly  parents  do 
not  know  how  their  children  will  employ  the  eftate 
they  leave  them,  whether  as  fuel  for  their  lulls,  or 
as  oil  to  feed  the  lamp’s  in  God’s  fand  11  ary.  It  is 
proper  for  themfelves  then,  before  they  go  off  the 
ftage,  t  difpofe  of  fome  part  of  their  fubftance,  for 
the  glory  and  fervice  of  that  God  who  gave  it 
unto  them.  . 

Sthfy,  It  might  contribute  to  promote  piety,  and 
to  make  the  deeper  imprefiion's  upon  the  minds  of 
your  children  and  friends,  if  under  the  warnings  of 
death,  you  fhould  imitate  the  example  of  the  proph¬ 
et  Elijah,  who  in  his  life  time  made  a  writing  which 
he  procured  to  be  delivered  to  king  Jehoram  after  his 
death,  2  Chron.  xxi.  12,  So  in  like  manner  you 
might  write  letters,  and  leave  them  in  the  hands  of 
your  friends  and  executors,  full  of  advices,  charges, 
admonitions,  confolaticns,  or  threateilings,  to  be  de¬ 
livered 
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iivered  to  your  children  or  friends,  upon  occafion 
either  of  their  good  or  bad  conversation  after  your 
death  :  which  probably  would  be  wore  regarded  by 
them,  than  the  counfels  you  gave  them  in  the  time 
of  your  life  ;  for  in  fome  refpeCb  they  would  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  read  by  them,  as  if  they  were  letters  from 
heaven. 

Direct.  VII.  Let  the  children  o£  God  labour  to  fortify  them- 
felves  what  they  can  againfl  all  Satan’s  temptations  and  af- 
faults,  which  they  may  expeCt  to  meet  with  in  time  of  fick- 
ndfs and  affliction. 

A  TIME  of  affliction  is  commonly  a  time  of 
temptation  :  for  the  old  ferpent  knows  the 
fitteft  feafons  for  aflaulting  the  children  of  God  ; 
and  he  will  not  be  wanting  to  improve  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  advantage  for  fetting  upon  the  poor  fouL 
When  Pharaoh  heard  that  the  people  were  entaa- 
gled  in  the  wildernefs,  he  purfued  them  ;  fo,  when 
Satan  fees  a  foul  entangled  with  diftrefles  and  trou¬ 
bles,  he  thinks  it  high  time  to  make  an  attack.  He 
leeks  to  v/innow  and  lift  away  the  believer’s,  grace, 
and  therefore  he  comes  when  the  corn  is  a  threfhing 
by  the  rod.  When  Job  was  fmitten  krhis'eftate, 
health,  and  all  other  comforts,  then  this  coward  falls 
upon  him,  and  tempts  him  to  impatience,  murmurr¬ 
ing,  and  wrong  thoughts  of  God. 

At  this  time,  O  believer,  you  have  fpecial  need  to 
be  on  your  guard,  and  look  out*  Reckon  always, 
when  ficknefs  or  trouble,  cometh,.  the  prince  of  this 
world  cometh  alfo.  Stand  then  to  your  defence, 
and  put  on  your  armour,,  efpecially  the  fliield  of  faith, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
devil.  You  have  need  at  this  time  to  put  in  practice 
our  Lord’s  direction,  “  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  ei> 
ter  not  into  temptation.”  Pray  for  wifdom  and  Ik  ill 
to  counteract  him,  and  that  you  may  not  be  ignorant 
of  his  devices  ;  and  pray  particularly  for  grace  to 
make  you  proof  againft  all  his  falfe  reprefentations 
of  God  and  his  providence  to  you,;  for,  he  that  durft 
reprefent  Job  falfely  to  an  all-feeing  and  all-knowing 

God, 
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Gad,  will  with  much  boldnefs  reprefent  God  falfefy 
to  you,  who  fee  and  know  fo  little.  He  will  he 
ready  to  tempt  you  to  think  that  God  is  angry  with 
you,  and  dealing  with  you  as  an  enemy.  Thus  was 
Job  tempted,  Job  xxxiii.  1 6,  11.  “  Behold,  he  find- 
eth  occafions  againd  me,  he  counteth  me  for  his  en¬ 
emy  he  putteth  my  feet  in  the  docks,  he  marketh 
all  my  paths. ”  But  obferve  what  Elihu  anfwers, 
,5t  In  this  tno'u  art  not?  jud  ;  God  is  greater  than 
man.  Why  dod  thou  drive  agafnd  him  ?  for  he 
giveth  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters. ”  But  fee¬ 
ing  I  fpoke  before  of  the  wrong  thoughts  of  God, 
which  we  are  apt  to  harbour  in  time  of  affliction, 
Chap.  II.  Direct.  3.  I  fhall  proceed  to  fpeak  of  fome 
other  temptations  wherewith  Satan  doth  affault 
God’s  people  when  in  didrefs,  and  fttruifh  fome  an¬ 
fwers  thereto, 

1.  Saith  the  tempter,  u  Thou  art  nothing  but  a 
hypocrite  ;  all  thy  religious  performances  have  been 
done  in  hypccrify,  to  be  feen  of  men  :  thou  never 
haft  repented  or  believed  fmcerely  in  the  fight  of 
God.”  * 

Anfvs.  X  acknowledge  there  hath  been  much  hy- 
pocrify  in  me,  but  I  hope  it  is  not  allowed  and 
reigning  hypocrify  ;  I  always  wreftled  againd  it  ; 
wherefore  I  am  not  an  hypocrite,  1  regarded  the 
efteem  of  men  too  mueh^  but  I  hope  I  value  the  ef- 
teem  of  God  much  more.  My  faith  and  repentance 
arc  weak,  but  I  hope  they  are  fincere.  And  whatever 
defers  and  (hort -comings  have  formerly  cleaved  to 
thefe  graces  in  me,  I  do  now  unfeignedly  repent  of 
all  my  fins*  I  look  to  him  that  I  pierced,  and  mourn. 
I  am  heartily  willing  to  be  juftided  by  the  right- 
eoufnefs  of  Chrid:  alone,  and  to  be  eleanfed  and 
fancftined  by  his  Spirit  :  and  here  I  give  up  myfelf 
to  Chrid  as  my  only  Saviour.  And  this  I  hope  is, 
through  grace,  true  repenting  and  believing,  which 
God  will  accept,. for  Chrid’ s  fake,  whatever  my 
former  defecfts  have  been. 

.  Tempt.  2.  But  faith  the  temper,  44  Thy  repentance 

cannot 
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cannot  be  true  ;  for  thy  heart  is  not  broken,  and 
thine  eyes  do  not  fhed  tears  lor  fin.” 

Anfvs.  It  is  my  very  great  burden,  and  conftant 
complaint  to  God,  that  I  cannot  attain  to  a  greater 
meafure  of  jforrow  and  contrition  for  fin. :  but  yet  it 
is  my. comfort  that  repentance  is  not  to  be  confined 
to  fuch  degrees  and  fymptoms  of  forrow  as  fome  do 
win  at.  I  hope,  I  can  fay  through  grace,  that  my 
heart  is  fet  againft  all  fin,  .great  and  fmall ;  and  I 
would  give  all  I  have  in  the  world  to  be  wholly  de¬ 
livered  from  fin. 

Tempt.  3.  Saith  the  tempter,  “  But  thy  day  of 
grace  is  paft,  it  is  too  late  for  thee  to  think  of  re* 
penting  or  believing  ;  God  will  not  accept  of  thee 
now.” 

Anfiv.  But  I  hope  it  is  not  fo  with  me,  feeing  God 
gives  me  a  heart  that  pants  after  God,  and  Chriftp 
in  the  way  of  commanded  duty.  The  offers  of  fal® 
vation  through  Chrift  are  made  to  all  who  believe 
and  repent ;  and  late  penitents  are  not  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  thefe  gracious  offers  more  than 
others. 

Tempt.  4.  But  faith  the  tempter,  “  Thou  art  none 
of  God’s  ele<ft,  and  if  thou  be  not  chofen  to  falvation* 
thGUcanff  not  be  faved.” 

Anfiw.  Secret  things  belong  to  God,  and  it  were 
prefumpfeion  in  me  to  pry  into  his  fecret  decrees  ; 
but  one  thing  I  am  fure  of,  that  every  foul  that  is 
chofen  to  faith  and  repentance,  is  alfo  chofen  to  fal- 
vation  ;  but  I  truft  God  hath  chofen  me  to  the  form* 
er,  and  therefore  to  the  latter. 

Tempt.  5.  But  faith  the  tempter,  “  You  overt  value 
your  graces  and  duties,  and  fo  they  cannot  be  true 
and  real.”  •  : 

AnJkj.  But  I  count  them  all  but  lofs  and  dung 
in  comparifon  of  Chrift.  I  defire  always  to  be  deep-? 
!y  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  my  finfulnefs  and  un- 
worthinefs,  and  to  abhor  every  motion  that  would 
-carry  ,  me  away  from  Chrift  and  his  righteou  ^  fs? 


— 


1  AfttCled  Man's  Companion. 

and  would  tempt  me  to  rely  on  my  graces  or  duties* 
or  put  them  in  the  lead  in  Chrifl’s  room. 

Tempt.  6  44  The  iftueof  thy  ficknefs  may  be  death, 
and  thou  art  not  ready  ;  for  thou  haft  no  affurance 
of  thy  fahration.*’ 

Anfaj.  A  perfeft  certainty  is  not  to  be  expe&ed 
here  ;  there  will  be  ftill  feme  queftions,  fome  doubts 
and  fears  ;  but  thefe  I  refolve  not  to  indulge  now, 
but  to  break  through  all,  that  I  may  embrace  Chrift, 
and  be  found  in  him.  The  defires  of  my  foul  are  to 
Chrift,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  name :  and  fuch, 
1  believe,  he  will  not  fuffer  to  perifh.  44  I  believe, 
Lord,  help  my  unbelief.” 

Tempt.  7.  44  But  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  the  invifible 
world  ;  how  wilt  thou  adventure  into  that  world 
ofTpirits,  with  which  thou  haft  fo  little  acquaint¬ 
ance 

Anfijj.  But  Chrift,  who  is  my  head  and  beft 
friend,  is  no  ftranger  to  it  ;  he  is  the  Lord  of  that 
land,  and  provides  manfions  for  all  his  people  there  ; 
and  he  will  receive  every  one  of  them  heme,  and 
lodge  them  fafely.  44  The  fpiritsof  juft  men  made 
perfect,”  wrere  once  what  my  fpirit  now  is  ;  they 
were  ftrangers  to  that  world  before  they  came  to 
it,  as  well  as  I  :  but  their  head  being  in  it,  encour¬ 
aged  them  to  go  to  it :  and  now  they  rejoice  in  it  as 
the  kindly  dw*elling-place  of  ail  the  faints. 

Tempt.  8.  44  But  thou  art  vile,  and  God  is  infi¬ 
nitely  pure  and  glorious  ;  how  can  ft  thou  think  of 
approaching  fo  near  to  him 

Anfw.  Though  a  weak  eye  be  not  able  to  look  up¬ 
on  the  fun,  yet  I  hope  to  be  fitted  and  (Lengthened 
for  that  glorious  fight.  Befides,  God  doth  now  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  in  his  Son  Chrift,  where  his  infinite  glory 
is  pleafantly  vailed  fo  as  the  faints  may  behold  him. 
Thefe  glorified  fouls  above  were  once  vile  as  well 
as  others  ?  but  their  Saviour  did  cleanfe  them,  and 
prefent  them  to  the  Father  without  fpot  or  wrinkle. 
And  whatever  be  my  unworthinefs,  I  am  relieved 
considering  my  union  with  Chrift,  and  looking 

on 
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on  the  glory  and  dignity  of  my  head.  Surely  Got? 
will  not  delpife  the  members  of  his  dear  Son,  nor 
trample  on  any  that  are  his  fiefh  and  bones. 

Tempt.  9.  “  But  what  will  become  of  thy  wife 
and  children,  when  thou  art  taken  from  them  \ 

An  fa.  If  I  trull  God  fo  willingly  with  my  foul, 
and  my  eternal  concerns,  why  may  I  not  trull  him 
with  my  relations  alio  ?  Have  I  not  ieen  how  won¬ 
derfully  he  hath  provided  for  others  ?  Doth  not 
every  thing  in  the  world  depend  on  his  will  and 
pleafure  ?  Howt  eafy  is  it  then  for  God  to  fupply  his 
own  ? 

Tempt .  10.  “  But  ftill  death  is  terrible  to  nature, 
even  the  king  of  terrors.' ” 

Anfa.  But  my  Redeemer  hath  tailed  death  for 
me,  and  taken  out  its  fearful  iling  ;  he  hath  con¬ 
quered  death,  and  keeps  the  keys  of  death  and  hell. 
Wherefore  through  him  will  I  fing,  44  O  death, 
where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vidlory  V* 

Tempt .  11.  44  But  it  is  terrible  to  think  of  appear¬ 
ing  before  God’s  tribunal,  to  be  tried  and  judged.” 

Anfa .  But  my  friend  and  inter ceflor  will  be  the 
'Judge  there.  Will  Chrifl  condemn  the  members 
of  his  own  body,  and  thefe  he  hath  fo  often  com¬ 
forted  ? 

But  befides  all  thefe,  a  holy  God  may  fometimes 
fuffer  the  tempter  to  affault  his  own  people  in  tim£ 
of  their  afili&ion  with  his  fiery  darts  and  his  fiercetl 
battei ing  engines,  fuch  as  temptations  to  Atheifm, 
blafphemy,  deipair,  &c.  whereby  their  fouls  may  be 
terribly  fhaken,  and  fore  amazed. 

Your  relief  in  this  cafe  is  to  look  to  your  head, 
and  remember  how  he  was  himfelf  buffetted  by  this 
enemy,  afTaulteu  with  the  mod  odious  temptations, 
that  he  might  thereby  get  an  experimental  touch 
and.  feeling  of  your  condition,  in  order  to  his  fympa- 
thizing  with  you,  and  relieving  you  from  this  ene¬ 
my,  whom  he  hath  already  conquered  in  your 
name.  But  for  thefe  things  he  will  be  inquired  of 
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by  thehoufe  pf  Ifrael.  You  mud  a<51  faith  on  your 
exalted  head. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Containing  fome  /pedal  directions  to  unregen¬ 
erate  perfons ,  when  aft  idled  by  ficknefs  or 
other  wife. 

Direct.  I.  Take  a  ferious  view  of  the  miferable  condition  of 
a  Chrifflefs  perfon  under  ficknefs  or  heavy  affliction. 

t/?,  ONSIDER  the  vaft  difference  betwixt  your 
cafe,  and  that  of  a  true  believer  ;  he  hath 
ground  of  confolation  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  but 
you  have  none.  However  (harp  the  rod  of  correc- 
tion  be  to  him,  yet  it  is  in  the  hand  of  a  Father  ; 
but  you  have  to  do  with  an  angry  and  fm-revenging 
God  :  and,  who  may  (land  in  his  fight,  if  once  he 
be  angry  ?  for  he  commands  both  the  firft  and  fee- 
end  death,  and  he  can  caft  you  both  into  the  grave 
and  hell  at  once,  Rev.  vi.  8.  “  Hell  followed  the 

pale  horfew”  Death  is  the  king  of  terrors,  but  hell 
is  a  thou  fan  d  times  more  terrible.  When  God  af¬ 
flicts  his  children,  he  (lands  to  them  in  the  relation 
of  a  loving  Father  ;  but  he  deals  with  you  as  an 
incenfed  judge.  Though  he  fees  it  neceflary  for 
their  good  to  chaftife  {hem,  yet  he  doth  it  with  a 
relenting  hand  ;  yea,  every  broke  goeth  as  it  were 
to  his  heart,  Ifa.  lxiii.  9.  “  In  all  their  affliction  he 

was  afflitfed.”  But  when  he  arifeth  to  punifh  his 
enemies,  he  (trikes  them  with  hatred  and  detec¬ 
tion,  as  a  man  would  do  a  toad  or  venomous  crea¬ 
ture.  Though  they  cry,  he  hath  no  pity,  Prov.  i. 
26.  “  I  will  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock 

when  your  fear  cometh.” 

2 dly,  If  your  ficknefs  threaten  you  with  death, 
what  a  dark  and  melancholy  profpeb;  mull  you 
;have  of  your  approaching  change  ?  Why,  O  Chrib- 
lefs  foul,  it  is  what  you  are  wholly  u  core  cured  for. 
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The  old  houfe  falls  down  about  your  ears,  before 
you  have  another  lodging  provided.'  vVhen  death 
cafls  you-  to  the  door,  you  have  no  where  to  lay 
•your  head,  unlefs  it  be  on  a  bed  of  tife  and  brim- 
ftone.  O  how  furpriflng  and  fearful  will  the  change 
be,  that  death  will  make  err  you  !  A  change  from 
earth  to  hell,  from  light  to  darknefs,  from  comforts 
to  terrors,  from  hope  to  defpair,  from  the  offers  of 
grace  to  the  revelation  of  wrath  ;  a  change  from  the 
fociety  of  faints  on  earth,  to  the  company  of  the 
damned  in  hell.  Whatever  fond  hopes  of  fclvation 
you  have  now,  your  hopes  /hall  lead  you  no  further 
than  to  the  king  of  terras,  and  then  “  your  hopes 
fhall  be  cut  off,  and  your  trufl  like  a  fpider's  web,” 
Job  viii.  14.  Though  it  coft  you  much  pains  to 
weave  and  fupport  this  web  now,  it  will  prove  a 
weak  and  flender  defence  to  your  foul,  when  death 
comes  with  his  befom  of  deftru&ion,  and  fweeps  both 
you  and  it  away  to  hell.  You  will  then  betaken 
from  all  the  means  of  grace  you  have  abufed,  and 
be  forever  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  buying  oil 
ycur  lamp  fhall  go  out  to  death,  and  never  be  light¬ 
ed  any  more. 

$dly.  In  this  extremity,  you  have  no  airth  to  look 
to  for  comfort.  O  Chriftlefs  finner,  what  wall  you 
do  in  the  day  of  viiitation  ?  To  whom  will  you  flee 
for  help  :  Your  houfes,  your  lands,  your  money, 
your  honours,  your  companions,  your  relations,  will 
all  be  miferable  comforters  to  you.  Every  thing 
will  look  black  and  difmal  round  about  you.  If  you 
look  without  you  for  help,  you  may  fee  your  friends 
weeping  and  lamenting  your  cafe  5,  but  this  will  do 
nothing  but  increafe  your  vexation  and  mifery.  If 
you  look  within  you  for  relief,  confcience,  that  be* 
fore  you  would  not  fuffer  to  fpeak,  will  meet  you 
with  bitter  flings  and  upbraidings.  It  will  bring  to 
your  view  the  fins  you  had  forgot,  the  time  you  have 
mi  ipent,  the  health  you  have  mifimproven,  the  of¬ 
fers  of  grace  you  have  refufed,  the  great  falvation 
you  have  negledled.  What  folly  was  it  for  thee  to 
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provoke  God*  and  flight  Ch’rtft,  for  a  little  wot  dK 
a  rout,  or  a  little  bruti'h  plea!  u  re  Can  tLcic  jc.;cv;‘ 
thee  when  the  arrows  ot  the  A1  mi  eh  tv  Itick  with:  a 
rhee,  and  the  terrors  or  God  do  iet,themieiv^s  m  ar¬ 
ray  again (l  thy  foul  :  In  the  mean  time,  the  devil, 
that  tempted  you  to  your  foul- ruining  eotirfe,  will 
Repin,  and  reprefent  y otrr  fins  in  their  blacked  col¬ 
ors  and  aggravations,  to  Vender  you  altogether 
ho  pel  efs  and  deiperate,  G  tinner,  thou  that  reful- 
eft  red  from  Chi  i It  in  the  day  of  health,  and  grace, 
ilia.lt  find  no  eale  from  the  creature  in  the  day  of 
ficknefs  and  death.  Your  ficknefs  will  allow  no 
3  eft  to  your  body,  and  your  fins  will  permit  no  eafe 
to  your  foul.  You  may  expect  the  fulfilling  of  that 
threatening,  Deut,  xxviii.  65.-67.  f/l  he  Lord  (hall 
give  thee  a  trembling  heart,  and"  failing  of  eyes-, 
and  for  row  of  mind.  And  thy  life  (hall  hang  in 
doubt  before  thee,  and  thou  fhak  have  fear  day  and 
mgkt  In  the  horning  thou  KUak  thf’*  Wuuld  ©oe 
kWre  even  hand.  at  ttygft  thuu  ftvuW  Wuulv* 
God  tit  were  morning, bee  a  life  of  the  pain  oi  thy 

body,  and  anguifh  oi  thy  ipint. 


Dirkct  II.  Let  unregenerate  perfons  carefully  improve  their 
ficknefs  and  affii&ion,  as  means  to  further  their  conver- 
f  on  ;  and  pray  that  God  may  blefs  it  for  that  end. 

MANY  have  begun  their  acquaintance  with 
God,  and  with  themfelves  in  the  time  of  af¬ 
fliction  ;  the  furnace  is  frequently  the  Spirit’s  work- 
houfe,  where  he  forms  his  veffels  of  praife.  There 
are  many  who,  while  health  and  ftrength  continue, 
mind  nothing  but  vain  pleafures  ;  one  day  t  e}  go 
to  their  gamrs  and  fports,  another  day  to  t  ieir  cups 
and  lafeivious  company,  another  day  to  viiitmg 
their  friends  ;  and  thus  they  fpend  the  whole  time 
of  their  health  and  profperity  in  fin  and  vanity.  Ail 
the  warnings,  counfels,  and  exhortations  of  parents, 
friends,  and  minifters;  do  them  no  good,  they  can- 
not  endure  to  entertain  a  ferious  thought  of  God  or 
of  Chrift,  of  death,  of  heaven,  of  hell,  or  judgment 
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to  come.  But  when  God  doth  cad  them  into  fick- 
nefs,  or  fome  great  affliction,  they,  through  the 
bleffing  of  God,  begin  to  come  to  themfelves,  like 
the  prodigal,  and  think  of  returning  again  to  their 
Father.  Several  indances  to  this  purpofe  might  be 
given.  The  earl  of  Roche der  is  a  late  one,  whofe 
life  was  notorioufly  lewd,  profane,  and  atheidical, 
and  who  had  wickedly  employed  his  wit  and  parts 
to  ridicule  all  religion  ;  yet  when  he  was  afflided 
with  pain  and  ficknefs,  and  brought  to  the  gates  of 
death,  he  began  to  entertain  quite  other  apprehen- 
fions  than  he  had  done  before  ;  he  profeffed  he  had 
ferious  and  reverend  thoughts  of  religion  and  holi- 
nefs,  which  before  he  laughed  at ;  he  mod  earnedly 
and  affectionately  warned  others  to  abandon  their 
evd  courfes,  and  to  live  religioufly  and  foberly,  and 
todook  upon  religion  as  the  greated  reality  in  the 
world  ;  he  retraced  all  his  impious  and  profane  lan* 
guage,  wherewith  he  ufed  to  redeCt  on  the  ways  of 

godlinefs,  and  willingly  atteded  all  this  under  his 
.hand. 

Pray  then  for  the  divine  bleding  on  your  ficknefs,, 
that  it  may  contribute  to  the  converfion  of  your 
foul;  which  it  doth  feveral  ways,  id,  By  opening 
men’s  eyes  to  get  a  true  fight  of  things,  to  behold 
religion  in  its  true  ftape,  and  fin  in  its  proper  col¬ 
ours  ;  hence  the  rod  is  faid  to  give  *i vijilom,  Prov. 
xxix.  15.  They  who  have  mocked  at  religion,  and 
made  light  of  fin  all  their  days,  have  been  taught  by 
bodily  ficknefs  to  change  their  tune.  Then  they  be¬ 
gin  to  have  an  edeem  of  the  Bible,  and  to  value  and 
fend  for  a  pious  minider,  and  to  defire  the  prayers  of 
the  people  of  God.  Now  they  perceive  fin  to  be 
bitter  as  gall  and  wormwood,  they  iothe  and  abhor 
that  which  they  liked  before  ;  now  the  word  of 
Lrod  makes  deep  impredion  on  them,  and  particular- 
iy  luch  a  word  as  that,  Jer.  ii.  19.  <-  Know  there- 
tore  and  fee  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that 
thou  halt  forfaken  the  Lord  thy  Godd* 

^  2  ldly9 
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zdfyt  Sicknefs  helps  to  fet  the  word  preached  home 
upon  the  heart.  When  God  fpeaks  to  us  in  the  day 
of  health  and  profperity,  we  oft  give  him  a  deaf ear, 
Jer.  xxii.  21.  But  when  diftrefs  comes,  it  brings  the 
words  of  God,  and  of  his  minifters,  to  our  remem¬ 
brance,  as  it  brought  Jofeph’s  to  the  remembrance 
of  his  brethren,  Gem  xlii.  21. 

$dly,  Sicknefs  contributes  to  loofe  a  man’s  heart 
from  the  world,  and  to  cool  his  love  thereto  ;  where¬ 
by  a  great  hindrance  of  converfio'n  is  removed  out 
of  the  way,  and  the  man  is  made  to  fay,  “  How  vain 
and  helplefs  are  the  world’s  comforts  to  me  now  ! 
thefe  things  I  delighted  in  formerly  are  taftelefs  to 
me  at  this  time.  There  is  no  portion  can  fuit  my 
foul’s  needs,  but  God  himfelf.” 

4 thly,  It  lpurs  a  man  on  to  prayer  that  formerly 
nejlebted  it.  When  the  prodigal  is  brought  to  dif¬ 
trefs,  he  fays,  “  I  will  arife  and  go  to  my  father.” 
He  forgat  his  father  before,  but  now  he  will  addrefs 
him,  Hof.  v.  15.  “In  their  affhaion  they  will  feek 
me  early.”  Thus  the  Lgrd  frequently  begins  and 
'oromotes  the  converfion  of  fouis  to  himlelt.  Anw 
O  fi nner,  if  this  be  the  f  ruit  of  thy  ficknefs,  it  will  net 
be  unto  death,  but  the  glory  of  God. 


I);rect.  III.  Be  careful  to  obey  God’s  voice  in  the  rod,  and 

beware  of  flighting  it. 

VERY  ficknefs  hath  a  meffage  from  God,  and 
j  his  voice  you  ought  to  harken  to  with  rever¬ 
ence  and  attention,  Micahvi.  9.  What  faith  he  to 
you  at  this  time  ?  O  finner,  he  faith,  “  Retire  from 
the  world,  think  on  death  and  eternity,  abhor  theie 
lufts  and  idols  which  God  is  finding  you  for,  lice 
f peediiy  to  the  ftrong  hold  ;  repent,  and  be  convert- 
ecj  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out.”  Inis  is 
God’s  voice  to  you,  and  confider  how  provoking  it 

will  be  to  him,  if  you  flight  it. 

ln  You  will  provoke  God  to  flight  your  voice 

when  you  cry  to  him,  and  ftop  his  ear  again  ft  the 

voice  of  your  fupplications,  Zedn  vii.  13* 
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2 dly,  You  will  provoke  God  to  ceafe  from  being  a 
reprover  to  you,  fo  that  he  will  fpeak  to  you  no  more. 

3 dly,  You  will  provoke  him  to  bring  heavier  judg¬ 
ments  on  you9  yea,  fo  to  draw  his  fword  of  jultice 
again  ft  you,  that  he  will  fheathe  it  uj)  no  more,  as  he 
threatens,  Ezek.  xxi.  5. 

4 t/dy,  God  may  break  off  all  intercourfe  and  cor- 
refpondence  with  you,  as  with  thole,  Ezek.  xx.  31. 
“  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  not  be  in¬ 
quired  of  by  you.5' 

tfhfy.  He  may  feal  you  up  forever  under  your  fins, 
hardnefs,  and  pollution  ;  and  fay  to  you,  as  tofome 
we  read  of,  Ezek.  xxiv.  13.  Hof.  iv.  7.  Rev.  xxii, 
1 1.  “  Becaufe  I  have  purged  thee,  and  thou  was  net 
purged,  thou  fhalt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filthinefs 
any  more,  till  I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon 
thee.  Ephraim  is  joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone. 
He  that  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  ftill.”  He  that 
is  hardened  againft  the  voice  of  my  rods,  let  him  be 
hardened  ftill.  Well  then,  O  firmer,  while  God  is 
in  fpeaking  terms  with  you,  harken  to  his  voice,  and 
obey  it ;  fay,  “  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do 


Direct.  IV.  Caft.back  your  eyes  upon  the  fins  of  your  bypaft 
life,  and  labour  to  be  deeply  humbled  for  them  before  the 
Lord. 

SEEING  you  are  fummoned  to  prepare  for  go¬ 
ing  to  the  judgment  feat  of  God,  where  your 
lbul  is  to  receive  its  final  fentence  ;  labour  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  terror  of  that  appearance,  by  your  judging 
yourfelf  beforehand.  And  this  you  mu  ft  do,  by 
fummoning  yourfelf  before  the  bar  of  confcience,  ex¬ 
amining  narrowly  into  your  date,  accufing  and  con¬ 
demning  yourfelf  for  your  fins.  And  fee  that  you 
be  impartial  in  this  work,  willing  to  know  the  truth 
and  difcover  the  word  of  your  cale.  You  mud  fee 
and  be  duly  fenfible  of  your  danger,  otherwife  you 
cannot  think  to  efcape  it.  Take  a  narrow  view  of 
your  fins  in  their  nature,  number,  aggravations,  and 

defervings. 


▼ 
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defervings.  And  in  order  to  this,  if  thou  haft  an y 
meafure  of  ftrength  for  it,  let  the  expofition  of  the- 
ten  commandments  in  our  Larger  Catechifm  be  dif- 
tin<5lly  read  over  unt6’  thee.  Make  a  paufe  upon 
every  queftion,  and  fay  within  thyfelf,  “  Have  I  not 
omitted  what  is  here  required  by  God  ?  and  have  I 
not  committed  what  is  here  forbidden  hj  God  ?  how 
oft  have  1  repeated  thefe  fins  ?  how  long  have  I  liv¬ 
ed  in  the  practice  of  them  ?.  O  !  do  not  fo  many 
years  fins  need  very  ferious  repentance,  a  very  deep 
humiliation  ?u  O !  doth  not  fuch  a  vile  finnerasl,ftand 
greatly  in  need  of  Chrift  to  my  cautioner  and  ran- 
fomer  for  fuch  a -vaft  number  of  fins  ?  will  not  their 
weight  prefs  me  eternally  down  to  the  loweft  hell, 
if  they  remain  unpardoned,  and  be  laid  upon  my 
back?”  Wherefore  view  them  clofely*  and  confefs 
them  particularly  before  God. 

\J1,  In  the  firft  place,  bewail  thy  original  fm,  the 
fountain  of  all  thy  aftual  tranfgreftions,  as  did  Da¬ 
vid,  Pfal.  li.  5.  “  Behold,- 1  was  fhapen  in  iniquity, 
and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me/’ 

2 dly,  Acknowledge  and  mourn  over  the  finful 
outbreakings  of  thy  life,  whereby  thou  haft  difhon- 
©ured  God,  and  grieved'his  holy  Spirit ;  and  efpec- 
ially  fins  againft  light. 

3 dly.  Be  humbled  forthy  fins  of  omiffion,  for  neg¬ 
lecting  of  commanded  duties,  particularly  for  the 
neglect  of  prayer  in  fecret,  and  of  family  religion. 

4 thly,  Mourn  for  the  lofs  of  precious  time.  Alas' 
for  the  time  of  youth  miifpent,  many*  Sabbath  days- 
trifled  away  f 

$thly}  Lament  thy  long  flighting  of  Chrift,  and 
falvation  through  his  righteoufnefs,  which  fo  prefh 
ingly  hath  been  offered  to  thee  in  the  gofpel. 

Gthly,  Bewail  thy  ftifling  the  convi&ions,  and 
quenching  the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  and  thereby 
provoking  him  to  depart  from  you. 

7 thly,  Mourn  for  thy  unthankfulnefs  to  God  for 
mercies  and  deliverances,  which  might  have  allured 
you  to  repentance  and  ncwnefs  of  life. 

%thlyi 
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%lhU,  Confefs  thy  ftubbornnefs  under  former  a f- 
flidtions,  which  hath  provoked  Cod  to  fend  new  trials 

upon  you.  .  ,  ... 

9thb,  Be  humbled  for  thy  earthly-imndednels,  in 
that  thou  haft  all' thy  days  been  careful  and  cunt- 
bered  about  many  things,  and  haft  neglected  the  one 
thinc^  neceffary. 

io thly.  Mourn  for  the  latenefs  of  thy  repentance, 
and  thy  prodigious  folly  in  delaying  fo  long  to  be¬ 
think  thyfelf*  and  turn  to  tide  Lord.  66  Oh  how  u n - 
wifely  have  I  afted,  to  naiffpend  the  time  oi  health, 
and  delay  fo  great  a  work  till  now,  that  I  am  laid  on 
a  fick  bed  !  and  now,  if  I  die  before  I  am  convert¬ 
ed,  1  am  loft  forever.  O  Lord*  I  am  afhamed  and 
confounded  at  my  madnefs  and  folly*  and  have  no 
excufe  to  plead  for  myfelf,  but  muft  hand  afar  off 
With  the  poor  publican,  and  finite  Upon  my  bread* 
and  cry*  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  fmrien5* 

*°ti  if  ~i  — T  i - — — 

¥•,  Cfeift  fey  %. 

cM©  witfeldm  ym  m  ip 

ART  thou  fenfible,  O  (inner,  of  thy  grievous 
guilt  and  ill-deferyings  before  God  ?  then  do 
not  defpair ;  for  Jefus  Chrift,  wlio  hath  offered  to 
divine  juftice  an  all-fufRcient  facrifice  for  fin,  is  offer¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  thee,  faying,  “  O  didreffed  (inner, 
look  unto  me,  and  be  faved.  Turn  unto  me,  why 
will  ye  die  ?  Come  unto  me,  heavy  laden  foul,  and  I 
will  give  you  red.  He  that  cometh  to  me,  1  will  in 
no  wife  cad  out.”  Will  not  fuch  gracious  words, 
inch  moving  calls,  melt  thy  heart  within  thee,  and 
make  thee  cry  to  him,  “  Lord  Jefus,  I  flee  to  thee  as 
my  refuge,  for  deliverance  from  fin,  and  prote&ion 
from  the  wrath  to  come  :  I  look  to  thy  wounds,  l 
trud  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  I  depend  on  thy  merit,  I 
lie  at  thy  feet,  and  this  I  am  refolved  to  do  as  long 
as  I  have  breath  to  draw  in  the  world.” 


Dwuct, 
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Direct.  VI.  Call  for  the  e!c\rsof  the  church  tl)2£  they  mav 
pray  over  you  In  your  fickmcfs. 

^  I*  HIS  is  the  apoftle  James,  his  direction  to  the 
-A*  hek,  James  v.  i,p  he  doth  not-  fay*  if  any  he 
Tick,  let  him  fend  for  the  phyficians,  hut  for  the  eh 
ders  or  minifters. 

It  is  true,  phyficians  are  to  be  called,  but  not  in 
r.he  hi  fl  place.  It  was  A. fids  fault  that  in  his  dif- 
eafe  he  fought  not  the  herd,  but  to  the  phyficians  ; 
and,  alas,  how  many  follow  his  example  \  Miniders- 
are  only  called  for  in  the  lad  place,  and  veryr  often 
when  time  is  pad,  the  Tick  being  at  the  point  of 
death,  and  fcarce  capable  to  fpeak  or  bear.  But  if 
you  defire  to  reap  benefit  by  the  inftruvfiions  and 
prayers  of  minifters,  call  for  them  timectlfily,  and. 
open  your  cafe  unto  them  ;  fieek  their  coimfel,  and 
beg  for  their  prayers.  It  is  their  office  to  teach  and- 
pray  for  you,  and  they  have  authority  to  offer  fal- 
vation  to  you  through  Chrid,  and  to  minider  com* 
?ort  to  them  that  are  cad  down ;  wherefore  a  blefiV 
ing  may  be  expended  on  their  miniftrations  and  per. 
formances  more  than  others.  Hence  God  faid  to 
Abimelech  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xx.  7.  c‘  He  is  a 
prophet,  and  he  (hall  pray  for  thee.”  And  to  Job’s 
friends  concerning  Job,  Job  xlii.  8.  **  Go  to  my  fer- 
vant}ob,  and  he  (hall'  pray  for  you,  for  him  will  I 
accept :  led  that  1  deal  with  you  after  yoSr  folly 
AndZ^y?/y,Remember  that  as  the  apofile  James  en¬ 
joins  the  fick  to  call  for  the  elders  to  pray  over  them, 
i o  at  the  fame  time  he  dire&s  you,  James  v.  16,  to 
confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  Chriftian  to  Chrid- 
ian,  one  friend  to  another,  the  people  to  their  minif¬ 
ter.  Not  that  this  gives  any  warrant  for  the  Papids 
their  auricular  confeffion,  which  they  force  upon  all 
men  to  their  prieds  as  a  fatisfadion  for  fin,  and 
where  they  rack  their  confidences,  {when  they  feel 
no  didrefs)  to  confefs  their  mod  fecret  fins,,  to  enu¬ 
merate  them-all  under  pkin  of  damnation,  and  which 
they  ufe  as  a  politic  to  dive  into  the  fecrets  of  princes, 
dates,  and  all  private  perfons :  But  as  Luther,  Cal¬ 
vin,. 
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vin,  Beza,  and  many  others  of  orthodox  divines  do 
teach,  it  is  very  profitable  and  neceffary  for  thefe  that 
are  inwardly  troubled  with  a  fenfe  of  their  fins,  to 
eafe  and  difburden  their  confciences,  by  confefiing  of 
them  to  the  faithful  miniders  of  Chrid,  in  order  to 
their  receiving  fui table  counfels  and  confolations 
from  them,  fuch  as  Chrid  hath  left  in  his  word  for 
contrite-hearted  penitents. 

Thus  let  every  man  in  ficknefs  ufe  all  appoint* 
cd  means  for  preparing  his  foul  for ‘a  future  date. 
Thy  preparation' will  by  no  means  haden  death? 
but  fweetenitto  you.  Death  mud  furely  have  a 
mod  formidable  afpe<5l  to  an  unprepared  Tinner  : 
he  may  falute  it  as  Ahab  did  Elijah,  “  Had  thou 
found  me,  O  mine  enemy  why  ?  it  brings  heavy 
and  doleful  tidings  to  him.  But  a  prepared  foul 
may  falute  death,  Welcome,  O  my  friend,  thou 
bringeft  me  tidings  of  great  joy  ;  everlading  deliv¬ 
erance  from  fin,  and  all  the  bitter  fruits  of  it.  I 
T11  all  never  complain  of  thefe  any  more. 

€  H  A  P.  V. 

Containing  directions  to  the  people  of  God, 
when  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  recover  then 

from  fcknefs  and  dijlrefs. 

_  / 

Direct.  I.  It  is  very  proper,  both  under  ficknefs  arid  after 
it,  to  examine  if  the  aftlitfHon  be  fandlified  to  you,  and  hath 
come  from  the  love  of  God. 

IT  would  be  very  comfortable  for  us  to  know 
that  the  afflictions  which  God  vifits  us  with* 
are  not  the  puniftment  of  a  judge,  but  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  a  father  ;  that  they  do  not  proceed  from 
wrath,  but  from  love  :  that  they  are  not  curies,  but 
\ tellings,  to  us.  Now,  the  bed  way  of  knowing 
t  is  is  by  the  effects  which  they  work  and  produce  in 
us,  through  the  blefllng  of  God. 

y,  Canft  thou  fay,  that  thy  affliaion  hath  hum- 
b  cd  thee  ia  the  fight  of  God,  and  made  thee  confefs 

and 
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and  bewail  thy  fins  and  ftrayings  from  God  as  the 
procuring  caufe  thereof  ?  Hath  it  been  like  Mofes’s 
rod,  that  fmote  the  rock,  and  fetched  out  much 
water  ?  Did  you  water  your  couch  with  tears,  and 
mourn  humbly  before  God  for  all  thy  God-provok¬ 
ing  fins  ?  Then  it  is  a  good  fign  hcknefs  is  fan&ified. 

idly.  Doth  thy  affliction  drive  thee  nearer  God, 
and  caufe  thee  aim  at  clofer  communion  with  God 
in  duty  than  formerly,  faying,  “  However  carelefs 
and  overly  I  have  been  in  duty  in  time  pad,  it  is 
furely  good  for  me  now  to  draw  near  to  God 
Then  thy  ficknefs  is  a  blelling  to  thee. 

3 dly,  Affliction  is  fanctified,  when  the  corruption 
and  deceitfulnefs  of  the  heart  is  the  more  difcovered 
and  laid  open  to  the  view  of  the  foul ;  fo  as  the  man 
is  made  to  abhor  himfelf  in  duft  and  afhes,  and  cry 
out  as  the  leper,  “  Unclean,  unclean.”  I  never 
could  have  thought  my  heart  was  fo  wicked  as  now 
I  fee  it. 

4 thly.  It  is  a  fanctified  ficknefs,  that  purgeth  the 
heart,  and  changeth  the  life,  and  gives  a  dead  flroke 
to  thy  fins  and  idols,  and  makes  thee  to  lothe  and 
abhor  them  more  than  ever,  faying  with  Ephraim, 
«  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?” 

5thly,  It  is  a  blefled  rod,  when  grace  is  more  quick¬ 
ened  and  flirred  up  thereby,  and  the  man  turns 
more  fruitful  in  holy  duties  and  good  works  ;  when 
it  is  a  budding  and  bloffoming  rod,  like  to  Aaron’s, 
Numb.  xvii.  It  is  recorded  there  of  Aaron’s  rod, 
that  it  brought  forth  buds,  bloomed  blofloms,  and 
yielded  almonds.  So  it  is  happy  with  us,  when  our 
rods  and  ficknefles  do  produce  in  us,  not  only  the 
buds  of  a  profeffion,  or  the  bloffoms  or  fome  begin- 
ings  of  a  reformation  ;  but  even  caufe  us  to  yield 
almonds,  fruit  favoury  to  God.  Is  confidence  be¬ 
come  more  tender  with  reipecfi:  to  fin  ?  Are  we  moie 
jealous  over  our  hearts'?  Are  we  more  fervent  in 
prayer,  more  lively  in  praife,  more  mortified  to  the 
world,  more  defirous  of  communion  with  God? 

Then  may  we  fay  with  David,  “  It  is  good  for  us  we 

have 


- 
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have  been  afflicted  ?”  and  with  Hezekiah,  “  Thou 
haft,  in  love  to  my  foul,  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of 
corruption.” 


Direct.  IT.  Make  confclence  of  offering  to  God  the  facri- 
flee  of  thankfgiving,  upon  his  recovering  thee  from  ii  ckneis 
or  any  diftrefs. 

T  HE  Pfalmift  gives  us  this  dire&ion  from  God* 
Pfal.  1.  14,  15.  and  he  fhews  us  that  it  was  his 
own  practice  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pfal.  cxvi.  17.  Pfal.  ciii. 
1,  2,  3,  The  command  is  juft,  let  us  obey  it  ; 

the  example  excellent,  let  us  imitate  it.  Praife  is 
comely  for  the  upright.  Here  I  lhall  give  fome  mo¬ 
tives  and  advices. 

ift ,  God,  who  is  the  author  of  all  thy  mercies 
and  deliverances,  gives  you  tongues  for  this  very  end, 
that  you  may  blefs  and  praife  him  for  thefe  mer¬ 
cies,  James  iii.  9.  Hence  man’s  tongue  is  called 
his  glory  above  the  reft  of  the  creatures,  Pfal.  lvii.  8* 
There  is  none  in  the  creation  fo  endued  and  qualifi¬ 
ed  for  pr ailing  God,  as  man  is.  Angels  have  rea- 
fon  and  minds,  whereby  they  adore  and  admire 
God’s  goodnefs  and  excellency,  but  have  no  tongues 
to  praife  him  ;  beafts  have  tongues,  but  without 
fpeech  or  reafon  to  ufe  them  :  but  man  hath  both 
reafon  and  fpeech,  that  he  may  both  admire  God’s 
goodnefs,  and  with  his  tongue  found  forth  God’s 
praife.  See  then,  O  believer,  that  you  ufe  your 
tongue  to  anfwer  the  end  of  your  creation.  God 
lofeth  his  due  rent  of  praife  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  but  he  expe&s  it  from  his  children,  whom  he 
hath  formed  for  this  end,  and  on  whom  he  hath  be¬ 
llowed  many  diftinguifhing  favours. 

zdly,  The  facrifice  of  thankfgiving  is  moft  pleaf- 
ing  and  acceptable  to  God.  He  loves  your  tears 
and  prayers,  O  believer,  but  much  more  your  praifes. 
How  well  pleafed  was  our  Lord  with  the  poor  leper 
Samaritan,  that  returned  and  gave  him  thanks  for 
curing  his  bodily  diftemper  ?  Luke  xvii.  He  difmiff- 
ed  him  with  a  fpecial  blefling,  and  cured  him  of  his 

^  foul’s 
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foul’s  dlfeafes,  as  well  as  of  his  body’s.  And  there¬ 
fore, 

■idly,  Confider  that  thankfulnefs  for  thy  mercies 
received  is  a  moll  profitable  courfe  for  ourfelf ;  .for 
it  is  the  way  to  get  more  and  better  bledings  beftow- 
ed  upon  you,  according  to  .Pfal.  lxvii.  5,  6.  **  Let  the 
people  praife  thee,  O  God..  Then  ihall  the  earth 
yield  her  increafe  :  and  God,  even  our  own  God, 
ihall  blefs  us.”  Thankfgiving  for  former  mercies  is 
a  kindly  way  of  petitioning  for  new  favours,  and 
God  will  underftand  it  in  this  fenfe. 

4 thly,  God  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  duty  of 
thankfgiving,  that  he  honours  it  to‘be  the  eternal 
work  of  heaven.  Whereas  ether  graces,  fuch  as, 
faith,  hope,  and  repentance,  will  then  be  melted  into 
love  and  joy  forever,  fo^ other  duties  of  worfhip,  fuch 
as,  reading,  hearing,  and  prayer,  will  then  be  chang¬ 
ed  into  that  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  :  the  glorifi¬ 
ed  company  above  will  never  be  weary  of  this  work  ; 
and  ihall  not  we  delight  in  it  now,  when  God  is  call¬ 
ing  us  to  it  bv. fo, many  new  mercies  ? 

In  the  next  place,  that  thou  mayefl:  offer  the  fac- 
rifice  of  thankfgiving  to  God  for  thy  recovery,  with 
gracious  acceptance,  I  Ihall  lay  before  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  advices. 

1.  See  that  your  heart  be  touched  with  a  ienie  01 
the  greatnefs  of  the  mercy,  and  of  the  goodnefs  of 
God  manifefted  therein.  We  muft  put  a  due  value 
upon  our  mercies,  and  have  our  hearts  affected  witn 
God’s  kind  dealing  towards  us  in  them,  if  we  would 
be  rightly  thankful  to  God  the  author  of  tnem.  - 
Hence  it  was  that  David  called. upon  his  heart,  and 
all  within  him,  to  bids  the  Lord  ior  his  bene  .ts, 
Pfal.  ciii.  x.  and  in  PfaL  cxxxviii.  1.  he  faith,  I 
will  praife  thee  with  my  whole  heart.”  As  m  an 
rnffriirnent  of  mullc,  the  more  found  comes  out  oi 
the  belly  of  it,  it  is  the  Tweeter  ;  fo  our  praife  is  the 
more  acceptable  to  God,  when  the  heart  is  full  of 

gracious  a  Led  ions.  . 
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2. .  Let  your  praife  be  the  native  refult  of  faith  an  l 
love  in  your  foul,  otherwife  it  will  be  but  an  empty 
found.  Faith  is  neceifary  to  draw  Sy  the  veil,  and 
ihew  us  the  perfections  of  the  invifibie  God,  who  is 
the  fpring  and' author  of  all  our  mercies  ;  love  gives 
a  deep  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs,  enlargeth  the  heart  to¬ 
wards  God, >  and  opens  the  lips  to  ffiew  forth  his 
praife.  v 

3.  Study  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  owrt  unwor- 
thinefs  and  ill  defervings  at  the  Lord's- hand,  upon 
the  account  of  your  fins,  and  ill-improvement  of 
former  deliverances,  faying  with  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxii. 
10.  44  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  le ail  of  all  thy  mer- 
cues. 

4.  Look  above  inftruments  and  feconff  caufes,  and 
do  not  aferibe  your  recovery  to  phyficians  or  out¬ 
ward  means,  but  to  the  Lord,  the  prime  author  of 
it,  whole  bleffing  alone  it  is  that  gives  efficacy  and 
fuccels  to  the  appointed  means,  and  by  whofe  mercy 
only  we  are  fpared  and  brought  back  from  the  gates 
of  the  grave.  To  this  the  apoflle  attributes  Epa- 
phroditus  his  recovery,  Phil.  ii.  27.  44  Indeed  he  was 
ilck  nigh  unto  death,  but  God  had  mercy  on  him. ” 
Hence  we  are  told,  1  Sam.  ii.  6.  44  The  Lord  bring- 
eth  down  to  the  grave,  and  brlngeth  up.” 

5.  Obferve  narrowly  the  remarkable  circumflances 
of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  and  the  fweet  ingredients  of 
thy  mercies.  As  for  inftance,  ( 1.)  How  difcernable 
the  Lord’s  hand  was  in  thy  deliverance,  which  oblio- 
eth  thee  to  fay,  Surely  this  is  the  finger  of  GodV 
this  is  the  Lord’s  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  mine 
eyes.  (2.)  How  thy  deliverance  came  to  thee  as 
the  retuin  of  prayer,  makes  thee  fay,  Surely  lie  is  a 
prayer -hearing  God.  (3.)  How  deliverances  came 
when  there  was  but  little  ground  to  hope  for  it.  See 
how  Hezekiah  obferved  this  ingredient  in  his  recov¬ 
ery  from  ficknefs.  44  Ifa.  xxxviii.  10,  1 1.  44  I  faid  in 
the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  I  ffiall  go  to  the  gates  of 
i.ae  gra\e  :  I  am  deprived  of  the  refidue  of  my 

.  ear.».  I  faid,  I  lhall  not  fee  the  Lord,  even  the 

Lord. 
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Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living  :  I  .hall  behold  hi  an 
no  more,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.”  verfe 
i  c.  “  What  (hall  1  lay  ?  he  hath  both  fpoken  to  me, 
and  himlelf  hath  done  it.”  Sometimes  God  fends  de¬ 
ft  verances  to  his  people  when  they  are  raoft  hopelefs, 
and  faying,  with  the  captives  in  Babylon,  Ezek. 
xxxv i-i.  1 1.  Behold  our  bones  are  dried,  and  our 
hope  is  loft,  and  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts.”  (  4.) 
.Remember  how  the  extremity  of  thy  diftrefs  was 
God’s  opportunity  of  fending  relief.  Abraham  never 
forgat  the  feafonablenefs  of  God’s  appearing  for 
him  in  his  extreme  need  upon  mount  Moriah,  when 
he  called  the  name  of  the  place  Jehovah  Jireh,  for 
preferving  the  memorial  of  it ;  “  in  the  mount  of  the 
Lord  it  will  be  feen.”  So  doth  David.  Pfal.  cxvi. 
I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me.” 

6.  Let  the  prefent  deliverance  bring  all  former 
mercies  to  thy  remembrance,  that  fo  thou  mayft 
praife  God  for  them  all,  whether  they  be  national 
or  perfonal  mercies,  public  or  private,  fpiritual  or 
temporal.  New  mercies  fhould  revive  the  memory 
of’the  old,  and  all  of  them  fhould  come  above  board 
at  fuch  a  time  ;  fo  doth  the  Pfalmift  direct,  Pfal. 
cv.  2.  “  Singto  the  Lord,  talk  ye  of  all  his  wonder  jus 
works.”  And  what  he  dire&s  others  to,  he  praftifeth 
himfelf  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pfal.  cxvi.  12.  “  What  (hall  I 
render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me  ?” 

7.  Be  ready  to  communicate  to  others  an  account 
of  the  Lord’s  kind  dealings  towards.you,  and  the 
fweet  ingredients  of  his  mercies  ;  and  particularly 
of  his  fending  fpiritual  deliverance  to  your  foul,  as 
well  as  outward  deliverance  to  your  body,  when  he 
is  pleafed  to  do  fo.  And  do  this  in  order  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  fervice  of  God  to  others,  and  to  engage 
and  invite  them  to  affift  you  in  bleffing  and  praifing 
the  Lord.  We  fee  how  David  obferved  his  foul  de¬ 
liverances,  Pfal.  cxvi.  7,  8.  and  declares  his  experi¬ 
ence  to  others,  Pfal.  xxii.  22.  “  I  will  declare  thy 
name  unto  my  brethren  :  in  the  midft  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  will  X  praife  thee.”  Pfal.  lxvi.  16.  “Come 
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send  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.” 

Lajlly,  Remember  always  to  give  thanks  for  mer¬ 
cies  to  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  dire&ed,  Eph.  v.  20.  Your  fpiritual  fac- 
rifices  a*e  only  acceptable  to  God,  when  you  offer 
them  up  by  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  As  we  inufl 
feek  all  our  mercies  in  Chrift’s  name,  fo'  we  mu  ft 
give  thanks  for  them  alio  in  his  name.  He  is  the 
Mediator  of  our  praifes,  as  well  as  of  our  prayers. 
Believers  have  not  one  mercy,  but  what  comes 
fwimming  to  them  in  Chrift/s  blood,  and  is  the  fruit 
of  his  death  and  purchafe  to  them  :  and  therefore  .he 
is  to  be  owned  and  looked  to  in  the  receiving  of  ev¬ 
ery  mercy.  And  as  Chrift  is  the  only  mediator  for 
conveying  blellings  and  mercies  from  God  to  us,  fo 
he  is  the  iole  meditator  for  conveying  all  our  fervices 
and  fpiritual  lacrifices  to'  God.  God  accepts  of 
them  only  as  they  are  perfumed  by  Chrift’s  merito¬ 
rious  facriftce,  and  potent  interceftion* 


Direct4.  III.  When  the  Lord  is  pleaCed  to  grant  thee  any  fg- 
nal  mercy  or  deliverance  from  trouble,  beware  of  forget¬ 
ting  the  Lord’s  kindnefs  towards  the. 

FORGETTING  of  God’s  remarkably  kind  pro- 
vidences  is  an  evil  we  are  naturally  prone  unto 
when  we  are  in  a  profperous  Rate.  Hence  it  is  that 
the  fpirit  of  God  gives  fo  many  cautions  again!!  it  in 
us  word  ;  and  the  faints  of  God  do  fo  folemnly 
cnarge  their  own  fouls  to  beware  of  it,  as  in  Pfal.  ciii. 
2.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all 
ms  benefits ;  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes,  who  re- 
deemeth  thy  life  from  deftruftion.”  Forget  not  his 
wnefits,  but  carefully  preferve  and  treafure  them 

it1nitG',wim°ry-  11  Was  ufual  for  f‘»nts  under 
the  Old  reftament  to  fet  up  feme  vifible  monument 

h,rem'ni  .fa1”  °f  G°d’S  flnSular  favors  to  them  ; 

•  1^  CVrled  fton5s>  aiuI  built  altars,  to  be  memo¬ 
rials  of  the  mercies  they  received,  and  put  names  on 

the  places  for  this  end.  Let  all  this  teach  you  to 
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guard  again#  this  evil  of  forgetting  the  Lord’s 
kind  providence  in  recovering  you  from  ficknefs. 

You  are  guilty  of  this  evil,  when  you  do  not  duly 
value  the  mercy,  but  let  it  pafs  as  a  turn  of  com¬ 
mon  providence.  When  you  let  the  impreffion  of  the 
mercy  wear  foon  off  your  hearts  ;  when  you  make 
bad  ufe  of  it,  or  do  not  rightly  improve  it  to  God’s 
glory,  and  your  own  foul’s  good  ;  when  you  do  not 
put  on  new  refolutions  to  walk  more  exa&ly,  live 
more  fruitfully,  and  ferve  God  more  holily  and 
humbly  ;  then  are  you  guilty  of  forgetting  his  ben¬ 
efits. 

This  is  an  evil  mod  grievous  and  provoking,  to 
a  good  and  gracious  God,  as  is  evident  from  the 
many  heavy  complaints  he  makes  of  his  people  for 
it,  as  in  Judges  viii.  34.  Pfal.  lxxviii.  11.  Pfal.  cvi. 
13.  Wherefore  watch  and  pray  again#  it. 


Direct.  IV.  Inquire  after  thefe  fruits  of  rigkteoufnefs,  which 
are  the  genuine  effects  of  affliction  in  the  children  of  God, 
who  are  duly  exercil'ed  thereby. 

rpHE  apoftle  fpeaks  of  thefe  fruits,  Heti.xii.  11. 

as  natively  following  upon  fan&ified  afflic¬ 
tions,  and  a  kindly  exercife  of  fpirit  under  therm 
And  therefore  it  is  your  duty  to  inquire  ir  they  be 
produced  in  you. 

xJ}y  The  increafe  of  true  repentance  is  one  of  theie 
fruits  which  is  the  produCt  of  fan&ified  trials.  Job 
found  it  in  himfelf  on  the  back  of  his  affliction,  chap, 
xlii.  6.  u  Now  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  lepent  In  duft 
and  a  flies, w  It  would  be  happy,  if  we  could  find 
our  hearts  more  foft  and  melting  upon  the  view  of 
fin,  after  we  have  been  in  the  f  urnace  of  af#i&iom 
2 dly9  Another  fruit  is  the  improvement  of  faith. 
The  affli&ed  believer  is  taught  to  look  to,  and  de¬ 
pend  more  upon  God  for  help  in  time  of  need,  and 
lefs  upon  the  creature.  He  now  fees  that  vain  is  the 
help  of  man  in  the  day  of  calamity,  and  that  Gpd 
in  Chrifl  is  the  only  proper  objeft  of  the  foul’s  truft. 
This  was  the  fruit  of  the  apoftle’s  affliction?  2  1. 
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8,  9,  io.  “  We  were  prefled  out  of  meafure,  above 
ftrength,  infomuch  that  we  defpaired  even  of  life. 
We  had  the  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelves,  that  we 
fhould  not  truft  in  ourfelves,  but  in  God  that  raifeth 
the  dead  :  who  delivered  us  from  fo  great  a  death, 
and  doth  deliver  in  whom  we  truft  that  he  will 
yet  deliver.” 

$dly>  Humility  and  low  thoughts  of  ourfelves  is 
one  of  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  which  fanCtified  af¬ 
fliction  doth  yield.  How  proud  and  lofty  was  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar  before  he  was  affii&ed,  Dan,  iv,  29,  30. 
But  afterwards  he  is  made  to  own  God,  and  hum¬ 
bly  fubmit  to  him  as  his  fupreme  and  incontrolable 
Sovereign,  and  to  acknowledge,  that  thefe  who  walk 
in  pride,*  he  is  able  to  abafe,  ver.  37.  This  was 
God’s  defign  in  the  various  trials  of  his  people  If- 
rael  in  the  wildernefs,  Deiit.  vwi.  16.  u  That  he 
might  humble  thee,  prove  thee,  and  do  thee  good 
at  thy  latter  end.”  See  then,  O  believer,  if  this 
fruit  be  produced  in  thee. 

4 thfy9  Another  fruit  is  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and 
fupplication.  This  was  vifible  in  the  Pfalmift’s 
cafe,  after  God  had  delivered  him  from  the  forrows 
of  death,  and  heard  his  voice,  PfaLcxvi.  2.  “  There¬ 
fore,  fays  he,  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live.” 
O,  faith  the  true  believer,  God’s  mercy  to  me  in 
trouble,  and  his  fending  me  relief  when  I  cried  to 
him,  will  make  me  love  prayer  the  better,  and  en¬ 
gage  me  to  be  more  diligent  in  it  ai V  my  days  ;  for 
I  ftill  fee  I  have  daily  need  of  his  helping  hand. 

5//;/y,  Heavenly-mindednefs  is  a  fruit  of  fanCtified 
affliction.  Before  the  man  was  inclined  to  that 
language,  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  let  us  build 
tabernacles  in  this  lower  world.  But  now  he  turns 
his  tongue,  and  changeth  his  thoughts,  and  faith, 
with  the  Pfalmift,  c‘  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh 
to  God.  Arife  let  us  depart,  this  is  not  our  reft.” 
1  his  world  is  nothing  but  the  houfe  of  our  pilgrim¬ 
age,  heaven  only  is  our  home. 

Qtkly*, 
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6//Y>,  Another  fruit  of  fandified  trials,  is  greater 
love  to  God  than  formerly.  How  much  was  Da¬ 
vid’s  heart  warmed  with  love  and  gratitude  to  God 
upon  the  back  of  his  afHidion,  fo  that  he  wants 
words  to  exprefs  the  affedions  of  his  foul  ?  Pfal.  cxvi. 
1.  8.  r  2.  “I  will  love  the  Lord  becaufe  he  hath 
heard  my  voice.  I  was  brought  low,  but  he  helped 
me.  Thou  hall  delivered  my  foul  from  death, 
mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  failing  — 
What  {hall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits 
towards  me  ;” 

7 thly  , Learning  and'  keeping  of  God’s  word  is  a 
fruit  of  fandified  afHidion,  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  71.  Let 
us  inquire  if  this  fruit  be  produced  in  us  after  fick- 
nefs.  Do  we  attend  to  the  word  more  clofely  ?  do 
we  believe  it  more  firmly  ?  do  we  embrace  its  offers 
more  ear ne Illy  ?  and  do  we  live  more  in  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  that  glory  which  the  word  doth  reveal  to 
us  r  “  Then  it  is  good  for  us  we  have  been  affiided  : 
for  we  have  learned  more  of  God’s  word.” 

8 //;/>’,  Tendernefs  of  conference  is  a  happy  fruit  of 
fandified  trouble  ;  when  the  believer,  after  it,  be¬ 
comes  exceedingly  afraid  of  fin,  and  of  making  new 
wounds  in  his  confcience.  He  cannot  think  of  ad¬ 
venturing  again  upon  any  known  fin  ;  for  the  fmart 
of  former  wounds,  and  the  pain  they  occafioned  in 
his  foul^when  diilrefs  lay  upon  him,  makes  deep  and 
lading  imprpfiion  on  his  mind,  as  it  did  on  the  a f- 
flided  church,  Lam.  iii.  19,  20.  “  Remember  mine 

afiiidion,  and  my  mifery,  the  wormwood  and  the 
gall,  my  foul  hath  them  ftill  in  remembrance,  and  is 
humbled  within  me.”  Now,  fuch  fruits  of  righteouf- 
nefs  are  an  evidence  we  have  been  fuitably  exerciied 
under  afHidion  :  O  to  find  them  produced  in  us  af¬ 
ter  ficknefs  is  over. 


Direct* 
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Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  perform  thefe  rofolvitions,  engage¬ 
ments,  or  vows,  you  have  come  under  in  the  iirhe  of  ficknefs  j 

a 

and  walk  fuitablv  to  them. 

4 

AS  a  time  of  ficknefs  and  affliction  is  a  proper 
feafon  for  making  vows  to  God,  and  binding 
our  fouls  with  refolutions  to  mortify  fm  in  the  heart, 
and  purge  it  away  from  the  life,  and  to  be  diligent 
in  duty,  and  walk  more  humbly  with  God  ;  io  a 
time  of  recovery  from  ficknefs  is  a  proper  feafon  for 
paying  and  pet  forming  thefe  vows.  This  was  the 
royal  PfalmifPs  practice  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pfal.  cxvi.  6. 
16,  17,  18.  “  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped 

me.  Truly  X  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy  fervant.  I 
will  offer  to  thee  the  facrifice  of  thankfgiving.  I 
will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  prefence 
of  all  his  people.”  Now  for  your  afliftance  in  this 
matter,  I  offer  you  thefe  few  advices. 

ij/?,  Defer  not  to  pay  your  vows,  but  be  fpeedy, 
and  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  pay  them.  Delays 
in  this  cafe  are  moft  dangerous  ;  Solomon,  that  wife 
man,  was  fenfible  of  this,  which  made  him  give  thee 
this  advice,  Ecclef.  v.  4.  “  When  thou.vowefl  a 

vow  unto  God,  defer  not  to  pay  it.” 

2 dly,  Be  ftiil  jealous  of  thy  heart,  which  is  prone 
to  deal  treacheroufly  with  God  after  affliction  is  over. 
The  Ilraelites  practice  is  a  fad  in  (lance  of  his  truths 
Pfal.  lxxviii.  34.  “  When  he  flew  them,  then 

they  fought  him,  and  they  returned  and  inquired 
early  after  God,  Neverthelefs  they  did  flatter 

him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied  unto  him  with 
their  tongue?  ;  for  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him, 
neither  were  they  fteadfafl  in  his  covenant.”  The 
purpoles  of  many  in  affliction  are  like  the  vows  of 
mariners  in  a  (form  ;  they  are  the  fir  ft  things  which 
they  forget  and  break  when  once  they  win  fafe  afhore* 
However  penitent  fome  feem  to  be  in  ficknefs,  yet 
when  they  recover  from  it,  they  foon  return  to  their 
old  fins  again.  They  are  like  metals  in  a  furnace, 
they  melt  and  turn  liquid  while  in  it,  but  when  out* 
they  foon  return  to  their  old  hardncfs.  There  is  good 

reafon 
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re;.*  m  for  that  caution  the  Lord  gives  us,  Mai.  ii.  16. 
“  Therefore  take  heed  to  your  fpirit,  that  you  deaf 
not  treacheroufly.” 

*  V. 

jdlfy  Cry  continually  for  ftrength  from  above  to 
enable  you  to  perform  your  vows.  The  Pialmi'b 
took  this  courfe,  and  found  it  fuecefsful,  Pfal.cxxxviii. 
3>  “  In  the  day  when  I -cried  to  thee,  thou  anfwer- 

edd  me,  and  dtengthenedd  me  with  iirength,  in  my 
foul.”  And  forget  not,  O  believer,  that  God  has 
treafured  up  ftreng.tb  for  thee  in  thy  head  and  fure- 
ty  Chrid  Jefus  wherefore: be  dill  borrowing  from 
him,  for  the  performing,  of  all  thy  engagements,  2 
Tim.  ii. i.  “  My  fon  be  flrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Chrid  Jefus.”  rut  thy  treacherous  heart  in  thy  Sure¬ 
ty  5s  hand;  for  though  thou  art  weak,  yet  thy  redeem¬ 
er  is  ftrong,  Whenever  then  you  <firft  perceive  your 
heart  begin  to  dart  afide  from  God,  be  fure  to  check 
it,  and  look  up  to  God  in  Chrid  for  drength  to  fe- 
cure  it  againd  treachery  and  perfidious  dealing  :  cry 
with  the  Pfalmid,  a  Be  fure ty  for  thy  fervant  for 
good.” 

4 tkly->  Guard  diligently  againd  thy  predominant 
fin,  . the  fin  that  hath,  mod  eafily  befet  thee,  the  fin 
that  was  mod  bitter  and  uneafy  to  thee  in  the  day  of 
didrefs.  Keep  a  narrow  eye  upon  it  now  ;  for  if 
once  that  fin  be  got'  vanquifhed,  the  red  will  the 
more  eafily  be  put  to  flight,  • 

5 tblyi  Be  frequently  meditating  on  thy  vows,  and 
on  the  condition  thou  wad  in  when  they  were  taken 
on,. and  dudy  to  keep  alive  in  thy  heart  the  fame 
apprehenfion  of  things  after  ficknefs  which  thou 
hadd  in  the  time  of  it.  How  vain  and  comfortlefs 
did  the  world  and  its  vanities  then  appear  to  thee  ! 
how  awful  were  the  truths  of  God  on  thy  fpirits  ! 
how  far  preferable  was  the  loving-kindnefs  of  God 
to  thee  than  life  !  how  precious  was  Chrid  then  in 
thy  eyes  !  O  that  your  judgment,  thoughts,  and 
impreilions  of  thefe  things,  may  continue  dill  the 
fame  ! 

6thlxi 
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6 thlv,  Keep  up  the  impreffions  of  the  prccioufncfs 
of  time,  that  you  may  diligently  improve  it ;  and 
ihake  off  iloth  and  idlenefs.  Remember  vfliat  a  view 
you  got  in  the  time  of  ficknefs,  of  long-luffing  eter¬ 
nity  ;  and  what  a  trouble  it  was  to  you  to  look 
back,  and  fee  how  much  time  you  had  loft  in  fin  and 
vanity.  When  fometimcs  we  afe  brought  to  the 
brink  of  eternity,  the  near  views  we  then  get  of  its 
vaffnefs  and  unchangeablenefs,  are  fometimes  fo  aw¬ 
ful  and  amazing  to  us,  that  we  are  ready  to  think, 
though  we  had  Merhufalem’s  years  to  live,  it  would 
be  unreafonable  wilfully  to  mitfpend  one  hour  of 
them  all.  Well  then, -is  licknefs  over,  our  time  fo 
fhort,  and  fo  little  of  it  remaining  behind  ?  .will  we 
be  fo  foblifh,  as  to  be  lavifh  of  it  (fill,  and  trifle  it  a- 
way  as.  before  ? 

7 ibly\  Set  a  fpecial  mark  upon  all  thefe  fins,  whe¬ 
ther  of  omiflion  or  commiflion,  that  made  death  to 
dook  grim  and  ghaftly  upon  you:  in  the  time  of  fick¬ 
nefs,  and  againll  which  you  refolved  ;  and  fee  to  get 
every  one  of  them  amended  and  removed.  Re¬ 
member  and  coniider  how  fad  it  will  be' for  you,  if 
ficknefs  find  you.  again  in  the  very  fame  fins  which 
formerly  flung  you.  What  will  you  fay  to  con¬ 
fluence,  when  it  fhall.  challenge  you  ?  How  will  you 
look  death  ill  the  face,  if  it  fliould  find  you  living  in 
the  very  fame  fins  you  formerly  mourned  for,  and 
promifed  againft  !  Death  would  then  be  the  king 
of  terrors  to  thy  foul  indeed. 

O  then,  mind  thy  vows,  and  fay  with  the  pfalmifl, 
Pfal.  lvi.  12,  1 3.  4C  Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  O 
•God.:  I  will  render  praifes  to  thee.  For  thou  haft 
delivered. my  foul  from  death  :  wilt  not  thou  deliver 
my  feet  from  falling,  that  I  may  walik  before  God  im 
the  light  of  the  living 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Containing  directions  to  the  unregenerate ywhen 
they  are  recovered  from  ficknefs ,  and  re - 
Jlored  to  health . 

I>irect,  I.  Seeingthe  afflictions  of  the  wicked  are  unfanCtifi- 
edj  it  is  neceilaryyou  examine  what  fort  of  affliction  yours 
.  hath  been,  and  what  fruits  it  hath  produced  iifyou. 

I -HAVE  in  the  preceding  chapter  fhewed,  that 
the  afflictions  of  believers  are  fatherly  chaftife- 
ments  proceeding  from  love  ;  that  they  are  fanCti- 
fied,  and  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs: 
I  have  given  the  marks  of  fanCfffled  afflictions,  and 
mentioned  the  happy  fruits  which  they  produce  in 
the  children  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  necefiary  to  let  Chriftlefs 
perfons  know,  that  their  afflictions  are  of  a  different 
kind  ;  they  are  even  puniftiments  from  God  as  a 
judge,  proceeding  from  wrath  :  they  are  unfanCti- 
fied  to  them,  and  produce  no  fruits,  but  what  are 
bitter  and  unfavoury. 

Well  then,  O  Chriftlefs  foul,  thou  haft  reafon  to 
fufpeCt  the  worft  concerning  thy  ficknefs,  that  it  hath 
not  been  fanCtified,  and  its  fruits  are  not  good.  O 
then,  labour  to  know  the  truth  of  the  matter,  that 
thou  mayeft  be  humble  under  a  fenfe  of  thy  mifery., 
and  Bee  to  Jefus  Chriftfor  relief.  And  for  thy  al- 
fiftance  in  this  inquiry,  I  will  give  fome  marks  of 
unfanClified  afflictions. 

\Jly  If  ficknefs  hath  not  humbled  thee  under  a 
fenfe  of  thy  fins,  the  procuring  caufe  thereof,,  nor 
any  wife  hath  weakened  fin  in  thee,  nor  reclaimed 
thee  from  it,  but  it  remaineth  in  thee  as  ftrong  as 
ever  ;  it  is  a  fign  thy  affliction  is  unfanClified.  Ihis 
was  the  cafe  of  thofe  of  whom  God  complaineth, 
Jer.  ii.  30.  “  In  vain  have  I  fmitten  your  children  ; 
they  received  no  correction.’*  As  if  he  had  faid,  The 
phyfic  I  "gave  them  did  not  purge  out  fin  ;  nor 

weaken  corruption  in  the  leaft.  Ihey  have  been 
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frric'ken,  but  not  grieved  for  fin  ;  the  fire  hath  burnt 
round  about  them,  but  they  have  not  laid  fin  to 
heart,  that  kindled  the  flame. 

2 dly,  It  is  a  mark  of  unfandified  afflidion,  when, 
it  hath  no  influence  upon  a  (inner  to  bring  him  to  a 
ferious  communing  with  his  own  heart  concerning 
the  eftate  -of  his  foul,  and  to  inquire  in  what  terms 
he  hands  with  God  that  alllids  him.  God’s  voice 
by  afflidion  is  that  in  Hag-,  i.  7-.  **  Now  conflder 
your  ways/’  In  the  day  of  adveriity  conflder  where 
you  are,  what  you  are,  what  you  have  done,  and 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  rod,  and  what  will  be 
the  Hue  of  it  through  eternity,  in  cafe  it  hath  a  com- 
miflion  to  cut  the  thread  of  life.  Now  when  a  man 
remains  flupid  and  carelefs  about  thefe  important 
matters,  and  never  iroticeth  the  voice  of  afflidion, 
fo  as  to  inquire  ferioufly  about  his  foul’s  condition  ; 

Am  I  under  a  covenant  of  works,  or  a  covenant  of 
grace  ?  Am  I  a  child  of  God  or  an  enemy  of  God  ? 
Have  I  fled  to  the  city  of  refuge,  or  am  I  dill  in  a 
fhelterlefs  ftate  t  Am  I  {fill  under  a  cloud  of  wrath, 
or  am  I  brought  under  the  banner  of  love  ?”  I  fay, 
where  there  are  no  fuc]}  inquiries,  the  afflidion  is  un¬ 
fan  dified. 

$dly9  It  is  a  certain  flgn  of  unfandified  afflidion, 
when  a  perfon  grows  worfe  by  it,  and  revolts  the 
more  he  is  flricken,  like  thefe,  Ifa.  i.  5. 

Quefl'  When  may  it  be  faid,  that  a  perfon  grows 
worfe  by  afflidion  ? 

4nfw.  1.  When  the  Tinner’s  heart  turns  harder 
than  it  was  before  :  fo  every  plague  on  Egypt,  in- 
creafed  the  plague  of  hardnefs  in  Pharaoh’s  heart. 
It  fai  es  'with  many  hearts,  as  with  iron  that  is  of¬ 
ten  heated  in  the  fire  and  quenched  in  the  water,  it 
flill  increafeth  in  hardnefs.  2.  When  a  perfon  giv¬ 
eaway  to  impatience  and  murmuring  again d  God 
while  he  afllids  him.  3.  When  the  lulls  of  the 
heart  grow  more  flrong  and  impetuous,  and  after¬ 
wards  rage  the  more,  that  they  have  been  flopt  ia 

M  their 
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-their  courfe  by  afHiaion.  In  fuch  cafes  a  perfost 
grows-,  worfe  by  the  rod. 


Direct.  II.  Confider  the  great  danger  dfnot  being  bettered 
by  ficknefs,  and  of  not  complying  with  the  voice  of  God’s 
rod. 

GOD’s  voice  by  his  rod  doth  loudly  call  Tinners 
to  repentance,  and  fleeing  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  for  refuge  from  wrath.  Now,  when  this  voice 
is  not  hardened  to,  but  men  go  on  in  their  fecure 
and  finful  cottrfe  as  before,  God  is, highly  provoked, 
and  the  iffue  will  be  terrible.  For, 

i /?,  Though  ficknefs  be  removed,  and  the  furnace 
of  afflidlion  be  cooled  for  the  time  ;  yet  the  wrath 
that  kindled  it,  continues  ftill  to  burn.  And  you 
have  ground  to  fear  left  you  be  ranked  among  thefe 
■  who  are  the  generation  of  God’s  wrath,  pgainft  whom 
he  will  have  indignation  forever. 

/  2 dly>  .  If  leffer  rods  do  not  awaken  you,  you  may 
expert  greater  and  fqrer  judgments  are  coming  on 
you.  Yea,  God  may  caufe  them  to  come  rolling 
thick  upon  you,  as  waves  and  billows  in  -a  ftormf 
one  upon  the  neck  of  another.  The  great  depths, 
both  above  and  below,  may  bef  opened  together ;  the 
difpleafure  of  God,  and  wrath  of  men,  may  confpire 
and  meet  to  pour  out  themfelves  as  water- fpouts  up¬ 
on  you  at  once  %  and  to  whom  then  will  ye  look  for 

help  ? 

3 dly,  The  Lord  may  give  over  dealing  with  you, 
or  ufing  apy  further  means  ^to  reclaim  you  ;  he  may 
refufe  to  corre#  you  any  more,  or  beftow  a  rod  upon 
you  for  yrtur  good,  and  fay  of  you,  as  of  Epnraim, 
Hof.  iv.  17.  “  Ephrpim  is  joined  to  his  idols,  let 

>  Him  alone.”  #  j  « 

4//;/^,  The  Lord,  may  give  you  up  to  fpintual 

>  plagues  and  judgments  ;  and  indeed  this  commonly 
is  the  refult  of  obftinacy  and  incorrigiblenefs  under 
outward  rods.  When  .  Ifrael  would  not  haiken  to 
God’s  voice,  he  gave  them  up  to  their  own  hearts 
Ms,  Pfal,  ki si.  u.  12.  Now,  thefe  plagues  are 
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the  fevered  of  all  others.  External  judgments  are 
God’s  rods,  but  fpiritual  judgments  are  his  fwords, 
which  pierce  the  very  foul.  Blindnefs  of  mind, 
hardnefs  of  heart,  fearednefs  of  confcience,  vile  affec¬ 
tions,  ftnd  a  reprobate  fenfe,  are  the  very  forerunners 
of  hell  and  damnation.  <  Thefe  who  are  impenitent 
and  unfruitful  under  outward  afflictions,  have  caufe 
to  tremble  left  God  be  provoked  to  inflift  thefe  fpir¬ 
itual  judgments. 

5 //;/>’,  Be  affured,  though  GodTpare  you  long,  yet 
the  glafs  of  his  forbearance  will  at  length  run  out. 
God’s  patience  towards  ilnners  hath  a  term  and' 
hound,  over  which  it  will  not  pafs.  The  time  will 
come,  when  a  long  differing:  God  will  at  laft  fay,^ 
u  My  fpirit  fhall  no  longer  drive  and  the  angel 
will  cry,  as  in  Rev.  xiv.  7.  “  The  hour  of  God’s 
judgment  is  come.”  You  that  abufe  God’s  patience, 
and  prefume  upon  it,-  his  treaty  of  peace  will  end 
with  you  in  a  little,  and  the  matter  of  the  houft?  will- 
rife  up  and  fhut  to  the*  door,  Then  patience  will 
come  down,  and  juftice  will  afeend  the  ftage,  and 
trample  upon,  and  triumph  over*  all  that  abufe  di¬ 
vine  patience.  Sodom  was  a  wonder  of  God’s  pa* 
tience  for  a  long  time,  but  now  it  is  a  lading  mon* 
ument  of  his  angen  » 

6tblyy  If  you  be  not  bettered  by  God’s  rods  or 
fparing  mercies,  then  your  prefervation  at  prefen t 
will  be  nothing  but  a  reservation  for  the  day  of  God’s 
wratho  And  the  longer  your  cup  of  fin  is  a  filling, 
the  fuller  fhall  the  cup  of  God’s  wrath  be  for  you  : 
by  your  impenitence  and  abufe  of  God’s  patience, 
you  treafure  up  wrath  for  yourfelves  againft  the  day 
of  wrath,  Rom.  ii.  4.  and  though  you  be  delivered 
from  fume  judgments,  you  aie  referved  for  worfe, 
yea,  feven  times  worfe,  Recording  to  Lev.  xx\l.  23, 
24.  Nay,  there  is  a  ruining  blow  defigned  againd 
you,  both  foul  and  body,  as  foon  as  your  cup  is  full ; 
and  the  axe  is  already  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree, 
Matth.  iii.  10.  One  blow  of  God’s  axe  will  cut  you 
off  forever. 
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Remember  this,.  O  firmer,  though  God’s  hand  he 
iifted  ofF  you  at  prefent,  and  his  metfenger  death  be 
i’or  a  little  recalled,  yet  he  will  quickly  return,  and 
knock  fo  loud  at  your  door,  as  not  to  be  refufeah 
And  what  will  you  do  in.  the  day  of  vifitaticyi  ?  how 
ghaftly  muft  the  pale  horfe  be,,  when, hell  follows 
him  at  the  heels  ?  And  how  hot  and  fiery  mufi  that 
hell  be,  which  is  inflamed  and  blown  up  by  fo  Jong 

impenitence,  and  abufe  of  patience  i 

\  . 

Direct.  III.  Wonder  at  the  patience  of  God  in  {paring  fuel! 
hdl-deferving  finners  as  you  are,  and  be  thankful  for  it. 

HATH  a  long  fufferingGod  preferved  the  thread 
of  your  lhe,  when  it  was  almoft  fnapt  afunder 
by  the  violence  of  ficknefs  ?  hath  he  freed  you  from 
racking  pains,  under  which  you  were  groaning  £ 
uay,faved  you  from  the  grave  and  hell,  into  which 
you  were  falling  l  and  have  you  not  caufe  of  won~ 
dering  and  thankfgiving  \  To  move  you  to  it,  con# 
£ddr  thefe  few  things. 

i /?,  How  miferable  had  you  been  through  all  e- 
ternity,  if  yourficknefs  had  carried  you  off  to  anoth¬ 
er  world  in  your  fins  ?  You  had  been  howling  with 
damned  fpirits,  under  endlefs  and  eafelefs  torments,, 
and  forever  cut  off  from  thefe  hopes  and  offers  of 
rnercy  you  now  have.  Then  the  mailer  of  the  houfe 
would  have  had  the  door  fo  barred  againfi:  you,  as 
it  could  never  have  been  opened  again  to  you,  knock 
as  you  would,  Lukp  xiii,  25. 

2dly>  Confider  how  heavily  you  had  burdened  his 
patience  with  your  heinous  fins,  and  frequent  re- 
lapfes  thereinto  :  and  that  after  convictions,  calls, 
and  various  rods  fent  to  reclaim  you  :  fo  that  he  was 
put  to  fay,  as  in  Amos  ii.  13.  “  Behold,  I  am  pre/T- 
ed  under  you,  as  a  cart'  is  preifed  that  is  full  of 
fheaves.”  He  was  overburdened  with  your  fins,  fo 
that  the  axel-tree  of  patience  tvas  ready  to  break, 
and  let  you  fall  into  hell ;  and  yet,  behold  he  bears 
with  you  ftill. 

'§dlyt  Confider  how  foon  he  could  have  eafed  him* 

-  felf 
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felf  of  the  load,  and  fhaken  you  off  into  the  pit  of 
deftruction.  In  a  moment  could  he  have  done  it, 
and  yet  he  bears  many  years  with  your  fins  that  are 
fo  grievous  to  him.  Yea,  it  is  with  a  fort  of  reluc- 
tancy  that  he  eafes  himfelf  of  fmners,  after  he  gets 
the  utmoft  provocation,  Ifa.  i.  24.  u  Ah  !  I  will  eafe 
me  of  mine  adverfaries.” 

4 fh/y.  How  ready  is  he  to  turn  away  his  anger,  - 
and  reprieve  finners  from  definition,  when  in  their 
diftrefs  they  make  but  a  (hew  of  repentance,  and 
turning  unto  God  !  as  we  fee  in  Pfal.  lxxviii.  36,  38,  • 
He,  like  a  tender-hearted  prince,  calls  back  the  war¬ 
rant  for  their  execution,  after  it  was  gone  forth. 

5thly>  Confider  how  much  many  Chrifllefs  fin¬ 
ders  are  beholdemto  Jefus  Chrift  for  fparing  mercy. 
He  is  reprefented  by  the  -  dreffer,  Luke  xiii.  inter- 
ceeding  that'  the  fruitlefs  fig-tree  might  be  fpared 
and  tried  fome  time  vlonger,  after  orders  given  to  . 
cut  it  down.  -  Were  dt  not  for  Jefus  Chrift,  O  fin- 
ner,  however  much  you  forget  and  flight  him,  you 
had  furely  been  in  hell  dong  ere  now.  How  oft 
doth  he  obtain  another  year,  and  after  that  anoth¬ 
er,  for  the  unfruitful  finner,  and  unthankful  abufers 
•f  divine  patience  ! 

(sthly±.  Confider  how  foaring  mercy  hath  diftin- 
guifhed  you  ffrom  many  others,  who  lived  not  fo 
long,  nor  finned  fo  much  as  you  have  done.  God 
hatLwounded  the  hairy  fcalp  of  many,  and  taken 
them  away  in  their  youth  ;  when  he  hath  continued 
you  to  manhood,  and  perhaps  to  old  age  ;  though 
your  fins  and  ill-defervings  be  greater  >  than  thefe 
of  many,  on  whom  he. hath  long  fmce  taken;  ven¬ 
geance.  > 

God  hath  left  many  alfo  toffing  and  groaning  on 
beds  of  pain,  when  he  hath  eafed  and  raifed  you  up. 

O  then,  return  like  the  thankful  leper,  and  magnify 
the  God  of  your  health.  Hath  God  diftinguifhed 
you  from  others,  by  his  goodnefs  ?  It  becomes  you 
to  diftinguifh  yourfelves  from  others,  by  your 
thankfulnefs.  O  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord 
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lor  his  goodntfs  !  undeferved  and  diftinguifhing 
goodnefs  ! 

do  move  you  to  this,  let  me  fet  the  example  of 
Hezekiah  before  you,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  and  there  fee  how 
thankfully  and  affectionately  he  remembered  the 
Lord’s  mercies  in  recovering  and  delivering  him 
from  the  bitter  affliction  he  had  been  under.  “  I 
faid,  I  am  deprived  of  the  refidue  of  my  years,  I 
fhall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world.  Like  a  crane  or  fwallow,  fo  did  I  chat¬ 
ter  ;  I  did;  mourn  as  a  dove.  Behold,  for  peace  I 
had  great  bitternefs  ;  but  thou  haft  in  love  to  my 
foul  delivered  it  from  th%  pit  of  corruption.  The 
living  fhall  praife  thee,  as  I  do  this  day.”  Yea,  he 
was  fo  overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  pa¬ 
tience  and  mercy  towards  him  ;;  that  he  is  at  a  lofa 
how  to  exprefs  it^  verfe  15.  “  What  fhall  I  fay  ? 

He  hath  both  fpoken  unto  me,,  and  himfelf  hath 
done  it.” 

Let  all  who  are  recovered  fromfieknefs,  ftudy  to 
imitate  that  good  king  in  holy  admiration  and 
tliankfulnefs  to  the  God  of  their  life. 


.Direct.  IV.  Study  to  improve  the  fparing  mercy  and  good- 
nefs  of  God  to  you  in  aright  and  fuitable  manner. 

OvSINNER,  hath  God  brought  you. back  from 
the  gate4  of  death,  and  brink  of  hell,  reftored 
you  to  health,  and  given  you  a  new  offer  of  mercy 
and  falvation  through  Chrift  in  a  preached  gofpel*. 
which  you  formerly  defpifed  ?  otrive  now  to  im¬ 
prove  the  Lord’s  patience  and  kind  dealings  to- 
>vards  you  with  the  utrnoft  care,  and  abufe  his  pa¬ 
tience  no  longer.  And  in  order,  thereto,  take  the 
following  counfels.^  ... '  • 

I.  Be  deeply-humbled  for  your  former  obftinacy 
and  impenitency,  notwithftanding  of  God’s  gracious 
and  patient  dealing.  Glet  the  fparing  mercy  and 
goodnefs  of  God  towards  thee  lead  thee  to  repent¬ 
ance,  which  is  the  native  defign  of  it,-  according  to 

Rom*  ii.  4.  “  Defpifeft  thou  the  riches  of  his  good- 
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}*efs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuffering,  not  knowing 
that  the  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repent¬ 
ance  ?”  As  if  he  had  faid,.  “Doft  thou^not  fee,  Q 
man,  the  kind  providence  of  God  in  fparing  and  re¬ 
covering  thee  from  ficknefs*  taking  thee  by  the  hand, 
and  pointing  out  to  thee  to  go  to  thy  clofet  to 
mourn  and  weep  for  all  thy  bypaft  fins,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  for  thy  miffpending  the  time  of  health,  and* 
abufing  of  the  Lord’s  patience  ?”  The  confidera- 
tion  of  David’s-  goodnefs  and  forbearance  towards 
Saul,  melted  Saul’s  heart,  for  as  hard  and  rugged 
as  it  was,,  and  made  him  to  lift:  up  his  voice  and 
weep,  and  fay  to  David,,,  i  Sam.  xxiv.  17.  Sec, 
u' Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I  ;  for  thou  haft  re¬ 
warded  me  goodrwhereas  I  have  rewarded  thee  eviL 
And  thou  haft  die  wed  this  day,  how  that  thou  haft 
dealt  well  with  me  ;  for  as  much  as  when  the  Lord' 
had  delivered  me  into  thine  hand,  thou  killed ffc  me 
not.  Lor  (fays  he)  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he 
let  Him  go  well  away  ?”  Oh  far  more  reafon  haft 
thou, >0  man,  to  weep  and  cry,  u  Godhath  found  me 
his  enemy,  yea  in  ray  enmity  and  fins,  fighting 
againft  himfelf ;  he  had  me  on  a  fick-bedj  and  on 
the  very  brink,  of  hell,  and  the  leaft  touch  of  his  hand 
would  Have  thurft  me  in  but  yet  he  hath  fpared  his 
enemy,  and  let  me  go  well  away.  Oh,  will  not  thefe 
cords  of  love  draw  me,  and  this  rnatchlefs  goodnefs 
.invite  and  hire  me  to  repent  ?  Can  any  confideration 
in  the  world  be  more  powerful  than  this  to  melt  my 
hard  heart  into  tears  of  holy  fhame  and  forrow  for 
my  ftiff-neckedcefs  and  rebellion  againft  a  gracious 
and  long-fuffering  God  ?  Away  with  thefe  cur  fed 
God-provoking  fins  of  mine  J  down  with  thefe  weap¬ 
ons  of  rebellion  !•  let  me  never  lift  them  mote  againft 
fuch  a  merciful  Sovereign  !” 

II.  Zealoufly  improve  the  time,  which  God  m  his 
long-fuffering  hath  lengthened  out  to  you  in  working 
out  the  falvation  of  thy  foul.  Have  you  fo  long 
been  loading  the  patience  of  God  with  your  fins  2 
have  you  many  a  day  been  grieving  his  holy  Spirit^ 
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by  trifling  away  your  time,  flighting  his  motions  and 
venturing  on  fins  againft  light  ?  O  then  beware  of 
burdening  his  patience  any  more  ;  but  diligently 
harken  to  every  motion  of  God’s  fpirit,  and  of  your 
own  confcience  for  the  time  to  come.  You  have 
irtuch  work  to  do  and  but  little  -time  to  do  it  in  ; 
therefore  lay  hold  on  every  opportunity  for  carrying 
it  on.  The  conftderation  of  the  much -time  you 
have  already  loft  and  miflpent,  fhould  make  you  the 
more  diligent  in  what  remaineth.  How  much  of  it 
have  you  loft  in  youth  ?  how  much  in  ignorance  l 
how  much  much  in  negligence  ?  how  much  in  world- 
linefs  ?  how  much  in  paftimes  ?  how  much  in  idle, 
words  ?  how  mAch  in  a&ual  fins  and  provocations 
againft  God  ?  and  now  it  may  be  near  the  evening 
of  your  day.  And  will  you  not  fpend  the  evening 
(which  God  is  mercifully  lengthening  out)  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  care  and  diligence  ?  If  a  traveller  loofe 
the  beginning  of  the  day,  he  mu  ft  travel  the  fafter 
in  the  evening,  otherwise  he  may  fall  fhort  of  his 
journey,  and  have  his  lodging  to  feek  when  night, 
comes. ,  Paul  had  miflpent  much  of  the  beginning  of 
his  life  ;  and  this  conflderation  (when  his  eyes  were 
opened)  did  ftir  him  up  to  be  the  more  diligent  in  the-. 
feTvice  of  God,  fo  that  be  was  mere  zealous  than  any 
of  the  reft  of  the  apoftles.  O  man,  follow  his  exam¬ 
ple,  and  trifle  no  longer  in  the  work  of  God.  Art 
thou  not  convinced  thou  haft  fquandered  away  e- 
nough  of  this  precious  treafure  of  time  already? 
And  wilt'  thou1  alfo  irriffpend  and  throw  away  the 
little  thatremains  ?  Oh  !  be  not  fo  foolifh. 

III.  Be  careful  to  r^ze  all  falfe  foundations,  and 
build  your  hopes  of  falvation,  upon  the  only  fure 
rock,  Jefus  Chrift.  Let  it  not  drfeourage  thee  to 
dig  to  the  foundation,  that  fo  much  of  thy  day  is 
loft  ;  for  it  is  better  to  do  it  late  than  never.  Re¬ 
member  how  miferable  is  the  condition  of  that  hotife 
which  is  built  upon  the, hand,  Matth.  vii.  27.  “  For 
when  the  flood  comes,  and  the  ftorm  arifeth  and 
*  beats  upon  it,  great  and  difnral  will  the  fall  of  that 
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ho  ufe  be.”  Do  not  build  your  hopes  of  heaven  up— 
on  God’s  abfolute  mercy,  upon  your,  convictions,  up- 
qn  your  freedom  from  grofs  fins,  upon  your  prayers 
or  tears,  upon  your  morality  and  juft  dealings  with 
men:  though  thefe  be  neceffary  and  excellent  in 
themfelves,  yet  they  are  falfe  foundations  for  to  build 
/the  hopes  of  your  juftification  and  falvation  upon, 
feeing  they  are  wholly  infufficient  to  bear  fuch  a 
weight.  However  much  thefe  things  have  been  ef- 
teemed  and  valued  by  you  formerly,  in  the  matter  of 
juftification  ;  yet  if  you  refolve  to  be  a  wife  builder, 
you  will  let  them  allow  go,  yea,  count  them  aT  but 
lofs  and  dung,  that  you  may  win  Chrift,  (our  only 
hope)  build  on  him  alone,  and  he  found  in  him,  not 
having  on  your  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  but  filthy, 
rags. 

Well  then,  raze  and  tear  up  every  falfe  founda¬ 
tion  dig  deep,  till  you  wan  to  the  rock  Chrift..  Dig- 
deep  into  the  holy  law  and  nature  of  God  ;  -  dig  till 
you  fee  the  infi  fite  ftriCtnefs  of  divine  juftice,  the  un¬ 
speakable  evil  that  is  in  fin,  the  hidden  vilenefs  and 
abominations  of  the  heart,  your  own  inability  to  do 
any  thing  for  your  help  and  relief.  Dig  yet  further,, 
till  you  fee  the  infiniterfulnefs  and  freenefs  of  God’s 
grace  in  Jefus  Chrift,  that  fuilable  remedy  that  an¬ 
swers  all  a  poor  finner  needs.  Dig  deep,  and  dig  on, 
till  you  win  to  this  rock  ;  let  your  cry  be  ftill  to 
God, ..Lord,  lead  me  to  the  rock  Chrift,  and  his  all-  ' 
fuffieient  righteoufnefs  only.  Ate  faith  upon  this 
rock,  rely  on  it,  build  all  your  hopes  on  it,  and  fay, 
‘fcThis  is  my  reft  forever,  here  will  I  dwell, .  for  I 
have  defired  it.  Lord,  the  defire  of  my  foul  is  only 
to  Chrift,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  his  name.  His 
name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  y  therefore  do  the 
virgins  love  him.” 

IV.  If  you  would  rightly  improve  the  fpartng 
mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God,  let  it  lead  you  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  reformation  of  life.  Turn  from  all 
thefe  fms,  whether  of  omiftion  or  commiftion,  now 
iiv  the  day  of  health,  which  coa&ience  challenge^ 
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you  for  m  the  time  of  ficknefs.  Mind  GhrifPs  cao- 
tion  and  warning  to  healed  Tinners,  John  v.  14. 
**  Behold,  thou  art  made  whole  ;  fm  no  more,  left  a 
worfe  thing  betal  thee.”  O  let  fm  die  with  thy  fick¬ 
nefs  ;  and  do  not  relapfe  into  thy  former  fecurity  and ' 
fmful  ways.  Beware  of  returning  with  the  dog  to 
thv  vomit,  and  like  the  lbw*  that  is  walked,  to  the 
wallowing  again  ih  the  mire  of  thy  former  fins  and 
ttncleannefTes ;  left  being  entangled  and  overcome 
agaimwith  the  filthiftefs  which  thou  now  haft  efcap»~ 
cd,  thy  latter  end  prove  worfe  than  thy  beginning. 

Lajly,  And  to  fum  up  all  I  ftiall  fay  in  this  chap- 
ter,  be  careful  to  redeem  time,  and  aftive  in  provid¬ 
ing  for  an  eternal  ftate.  O  prize  and  value  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  health  and  ftrengtli  more  than  ever.  Sympa¬ 
thize  with  thefe  who  are  ftill  lying  on  fick  beds,  and 
under  languishing  diftempersy  negle<ft  not  to  pity 
and  pray  for  them.'.  Remember  the  diftreffed  cafe 
you  were  in  youriel.ves,  when  you  had  noreft  in  your - 
bones j  when  wearifome  nights  were  appointed  to 
you,  and  you  were  full  of  to  flings  to  the  dawning  of 
the  day.  Confider  how  Slippery  is  your  ftanding. 
Though  the  late  ftorm  of  trouble  be  over,  yet  the 
clouds  will  return  after,  rain... 


C  H  A"  p: 


VII. 


Containing  directions  to  thofe  fickperfons ,  who 
are  apparently  in  a  -  dying  condition ,  and 
drawing  near  to  another  worlds . 

I  HAVE  already,  in  the  firfty  third,  and  fourth 
chapters*  given  Several  dire<5tions  concerning  our 
fubmifllon  to  the  will  of  God,  .making  preparation 
for  deaths  calling  for  minifters,  edifv*ng  others  by 
©ur  difcourfe,  fettling  our  worldly  affairs,  &c.  which  ■ 
are  very  proper  for  dying,  perfons,  and  therefore  I 
ftall  not  repeat  them,  but  proceed  to  fpeak  of  other 
things.  Only  let  me  add  this  word,  if  you  have 
lutherto  negleded  to  make  your  wills,  fettle  your 
worldly  affairs,  fend  for  minifters  to  difcourfe  with  ♦ 

5u  and  ' 


j4$Iifled  Man’s  Companion.  14$ 

and  pray  over  you  ;  delay  It  no  longer,1  font  do  It 
ipeedily,  while  you  have  the  ufe  of  your  reafon  and 
underflanding.  And  what  I  have  more  to  fay* 
take  it  in  the  follwing  directions. 

0  -  ^ 

Direct.  I.  Conficler  when  denth  flares  you  in  the  face,  that 
-now  is  the  time  if  ever  to  exert  the  utmofl  a&ivity  in  pre- 
paring  to  meet  with  it. 

ALAS,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mod  part  of 
men  negleCt  their  fouls,  miffpend  their' lives, 
miiirnprove  their  healths,  and  leave  undone  the 
work  for  which  they  were  created,  preferved  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  gofpel.  Surely  a  near  profpeCt  of  death 
and  judgment  cannot  butbe  uneafy  to  luch  perfons. 
What  a  melanchdly  thought  muft  it  be  for  a  dying 
_man,  “  Oh  !  I  had  all  my  time  given  me  to  make 
preparation  for  endlefs  eternity :  and  alas,  I  never 
minded  it  till  now,  that  I  muii  leave  the  flage  of  this 
world..  Is  there  any  hope  yfor  fuch  a  carelefs  and 
miferable  finner  I  acknowledge  the  cafe  is  fad, 
but  yet  it  is  not  remedilefs  nor  defperate  ;  feeing 
there  is  a  facrifice  provided  for  your  fins,  and  there 
is  an  all-fufficient  Saviour  in  your  offer,  who  never 
did  call  out  any  humbled  foul,  that  came  to  him  for 
mercy.  You  have  great  reafon  indeed  to  abhor  and 
condemn  yourfelf  before  God,  for  your  fin  arid  folly; 
yet  defpair  not,  but  believe,  whatever  be  your  fins, 
your  dangers,  your  fears,  and  temptations,  that  Je- 
fus  Chrifl  is  both  able  and  willing  to  lave  to  the  ut- 
termofl  all  that  come  to  , God  by  him  ;  and  that  his 
grace  aboundeth  more  than  your  fin  aboundeth.  O 
how  glad  would  devils  and  damned  fouls  in  hell  be, 
if  they  were  but  in  your  cafe,  and  had  your  offers 
and  hopes  1  how  diligently  would  they  improve  the 
time  of  mercy  !  O  be  perfuaded  then  to  Jpend  the 
little  time  that  now  remains  with  the  utmofl  care,  in 
making  penitent  confeflion  of  fin  to  God,  and  anply- 
the  blood  of  Chrifl  for  pardon.  Nay,  evert  the  befl 
of  God’s  people  have  need  to  be  diligent  at  this  time, 
in.  making  aChaal ,  preparation  for  dying.  God  is 
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now  faying  to  you,  as  Jofliua  did  to  the  Ifraelites, 
Jofh.  i.  ii.  “  Prepare  you  victuals,  for  within  three 
days  ye  fliall  pafs  over  this  Jordan,  to  go  in  to  poflefs 
the  land  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you.” 
Lay  in  provifion  for  your  pafling  over  this  Jordan  pf 
death  :  you  know  not  how  rough  the  paffage  may  be. 

I  fliall  give  fome  motives  to  prof s  this  diligent  and 
•a&ive  preparation  ;  and  therefore  confider, 

i fty  -The  fhort  time  of  your  life  that  remains  is  all 
the  time  you  have  for  working  out  your  falvation. 
What  you  do  for  attaining  heaven,  and  avoiding  hell, 
mud  be  done  now  or  never  ;  for  there  is  no  work  nor 
device  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goeft,  nor  is  there 
any  coming  back  to  this  world  to  amend  whathalfe 
been  amifs.  Lying  is  a  thing  you  cannot  get  a 
trial  of,  it  is  what  you  can  only  do  once,  and  no 
.more,  Heb-  ix.  27. 

idly,  Ee  diligent  now,  for  as  Toon  as  death  gets 
eommiflion  to  cut  you  off,  it  will  execute  it  :  it  will 
not  fpare  you,  nor  allow  you  one  minute  more  time 
to  prepare  for  eternity.  The  mod  mercilcfs  enemies 
have  fometimes  been  overcome  by  the  prayers  and 
tears  of  fuch  as  on, their  knees  do  beg  a  little  more 
time  to  prepare  for  another  world,  and  do  harken 
to  their  requefts but  this  enemy,  death,  will  not 
grant  one  moment’s  reipite. 

3 d!y,  Confider  that  your  eternal  (late  and  condition 
will  be  according  to  the  ftate  in  which  you  die* 
Death  will  open  the  doors  either  of  heaven  or  hell 
to  you,  in  one  of  which  you  fliall  take  up  your  eter¬ 
nal  abode.  As  the  tree  falls  at  death,  fo  will  it  lie 
through  eternity* 

4 fhly,  Confider  what  a  ferlous  and  awful  matter  it 
is  to  die,  and  go  into  another  world,  for  then  you 
will  have  immediately  to  do  with  God  your  judge  ; 
there  will  be  no  veil  then  betwixt  him  and>yohr  foul 
You  will  then  enter  into  a  world  cf  fpiri^w^#^' 
with  you  are  fo  little  acquainted  :  you 
now  to  go  into  a  room  alone,  that  is  fai4;S?  h^v 

haunted  by  a  fpirii ;  how  frightful  then 
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rsfe  of  thofe  be,  who  are  hurried  into  a  world  of 
ipirits,  not  knowing  but  devils  muft  be  their  com¬ 
panions  forever  !  Surely  then  it  is  your  intereft  to 
give  all  diligence  now,  to  make  your  acquaintance 
with  the  Lord  of  that  world,  before  you  enter  into 
it. 

5thly,  Put  forth  thy  utmoft  activity  for  thy  foul 
now  ;  for,  to  be  fure,  Satan  will  put  forth  his  utmoft: 
againft  it.  If  thou  be  in  a  Chriftlefs  Rate  at  this 
time,  he  will  life  all  his  efforts  and  ftratagems  to  keep 
thee  from  Chrift  ;  either  by  flattering  thee  that  thy 
ftate  is  good,  thereby  to  lull  thee  afieep  in  fin  and 
fecurity  ;  ot  by  telling  thee,  it  is  out  of  time  to  help 
matters  with  thee,  thereby  to  drive  you  into  defpair. 
The  devil  will  leave  no  method  unattempted  to  ruin 
thy  foul,  when  death  is  near  :  for  he  knerws  his  time 
is  fhort ;  and  if  he  catch  not  the  foul  then,  he  will 
never  get  it :  and  neither  can  he  hurt  it  hereafter  ; 
for  if  once  it  enter  heaven,  he  can  trouble  it  no  more. 

If  thou  art  a  believer  in  Chrift,  Satan,  thy  malic- 
ious  enemy  will  not  fail  to  attack  thee,  at  this  time, 
with  all  his  might  ;  for  though  he  may  know  he 
cannot  keep  thee  out  of  heaven,  yet  he  will  labour  to 
render  thy  paflage  towards  it,  as  dark,  tempeftuous,  - 
and  uncomfortable  as  poflibly  he  can.  But  it  is  the 
believer’s  happinefs,  this  cruel  enemy  is  under  a 
ftrong  chain  and  cannot  do  all  he  would  ;  for  Jefus  4 
Chrift  is  the  good  fhepherd  that  hath  undertaken  for 
all  his  fheep.  Neverthelefs,  by  his  wife  permiflion, 
this  adverfary  may  fometimes  give  great  difturbance 
to  a  dying  faint  ;  which  calls  thee  to  the  greatefl 
diligence  and  watchfulnefs  at  this  time.  It  is  the 
obfervation  of  one,  that  as  the  devil  is  moft  bufy  at 
conclufion  of  a.  duty,  as  of  prayer,  that  the 
Chriftian  may  be  moft  difturbed  and  diftrafted  wf  en 
he  is  to  clofe  up  all  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  fo  all 
hlS  bc  fruftrated  :  fo  he  is  moft  bufy  in  the 

eoiKmg^#r  of  our  days,  and  when  death  is  at  hand, 
leeking  by  temptations,  diftraftions,  and  falfe  imao*. 

to  do  us  all  the'  mifehief  he  can,  and  all 
"  N  becaufe 
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becaufe  be  kn-oweth  his  time  is  fhort;  according 
to  that  word,  Rev.  xii.  12.  “  The  devil  is  come 

dQwn,  having  great  wrath,  becaufe  he1  knoweth  that 
he  hath  but  a.fhort  time.’-  He  may  fitly  be  called, 
the  wolf  of  the  evenings mentioned in  Jer.  v.  6.  in  re¬ 
gard  he  comes  forth  mod  fiercely  in  the  evening 
c»)f  men’s  lives,  to  fet  upon  their  precious  fouls. 
Yea  fo  bufy  -is  he  fometimes  with  believers  under 
dangerous  ficknefs,  fceki/ig  to  overthrow  their  faith 
and  alTu ranee,  that  it  is:  the  obfervation  or  a  good 
man,  that  he  feldom  feeth  a  fick  faint,  followea 
clofe  with  temptations,  recover  of  that  ficknefs  ; 
for  Satan,  knowing  he  hath  but  little  time,  proves 
as  uneafy  to  him  as  he  can.  Hence  that  great  man 
of  God,  Mr.  Knox,  faid,  when  he  came  to  die;  “In 
my  lifetime  the  devil  tempted  me  to  defpair,  calling 
my  fins  in, my  teeth  ;  but  now  in  my  ficknefs,  he 
tells  me,  I  have  been  faithful  in  the-  miniftry,  and  fo 
have  merited  heaven:  but  blefled  be  God,  who 
brought  thefe  texts  into  my  mind,  Not  I  but  the 
grace  of  God  in  me  :  W  hat  half  tnou  that  thou  haff 
not  -  received  ?”  The  children  of  Ifrael  had  .  never 
fuch  hot  work  from  their  enemies  as  when  they  juft 
came  to  enter  into  the  promifeds land. 

What  need  then  haft  thou,  Q  believer,  to  be  dim 
p  ent  in  tfiy  preparations  on  a .  dying  bed  to  quickeii 
grace,  put  forth  thy  utmoft  ,ftrength,  bring  all  the 
aftlftance  thou  canft  from  the  Captain  of  thy  lalvation, 
when  thou  haft  fuch  a  cruel  enemy  to  encounter 
with!  Now  is  the  time, fpr  a&ion,  though  yet  it 
will  be  your  wifdoxn  to  leave  as  little  to  be  done  at 


this  time  as  poftible. 


Direct.  II.  Continue  to  the  laft  in  the  •xercife  of  tpue  re¬ 
pentance  and  humiliation  ior  fin. 

POSSIDONIUS,  who  wrote  the  life  of  Auguf- 
tine,  faith,  that  he  heard- him  often  fay  m h* 
health,  that  .repentance  was  the  fitteft  ail  poll  tion 
Knrb  for  dviivr  Chriftians  and  minifiers  ;  and  for 
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ing  for  fm.  When  death  approacheth  neared, we  fhou  id 
thus  dir  up  ourfelves  to  give  fm  the  mod  deadly 
blow  of  any  we  have  given  it  all  our  life1.  As  it  is 
mod  laudable  to  die  forgiving  dinners  that  have 
wronged  us,  fo  alfo  taking  revenge  upon1  fm  that 
hath  injured  a  gracious  God,  The  apOdle  tells  us, 
2  Cor.  vii.  1 1.  that  indignation  and  revenge  attend 
true  repentance.  Wherefore,  as  Samuel  took  veil-: 
geance  on  Agag  a  little  before  his  death,  and  Mod¬ 
es  (at  God’s  command)  avenged  the  children  of 
Ifrael  of  the  Midianites  juft  before  he  was  gathered 
to  his  people,  Num.  xxxi.  2,  and  dying  Samfon 
gave  the  mod  fatal  blow  to  the  Philiftines  of  any 
he  had  given  them  before  ;  fo  a  dying  Chridian 
fhould  take  the  fevered  revenge  on  fm  at  lad, 
which  hath  fooft  through  his  life  difhonoured  God, 
pierced  Chrid,  and  greVed  his  holy  fpirit.  It  is  the 
lad  opportunity  you  will'  have  to  fhew  your  indigna¬ 
tion  at  it,  and  therefore  do  it  effectually. 

Again,  confider  it  is  old  fins  unmourned  fpr, 
that  many  times  keep  believers  fo  much  in  the  dark, 
when  they  come  to  die,  thefe  do  raife  fo  many  thick 
clouds  about  their  evening-fun,  and  hinder  them 
from  going  off  the  ftage  with  fuch  comfortable  adur* 
ance  of  God’s  love  as  otherwife  they  might  attain 
to.  Thefe  did  very  much  hinder  Job’s  peace  and 
fettlement,  in  the  day  of  affliction,  as  he  complains. 
Job.  xiji.  26.  “  He  makes  me  to  poffefs  the  iniqui¬ 

ties  of  my  youth.”  It  is  a  fad  thing  when  young 
fins  and  old  bones  meet  together.  O  that  young 
people  would  mind  this  in  time  i  you  are  doing  that 
now  which  will  abide  with  you  to  age,  if  not  to  etdr- 
nity.  Sin  mud  be  bitter  lbme  time  or  other,  for 
God  calls  it  a  root  that  bears  gall  and  wormwood, 
Deut.  xxix.  1 8.  Ifrael  could  n_*t  have  peace  nor 
*'  foccefs  while  there  was  an  A  chan  in  the  camp  ;  fo 
neither  can  you  have  confolation  or  affurance  while 
any  fin  lies  unreckoned  for  in  the  confcience.  Make 
a  thorough  fearch  then  into  old  fins  and  mourn  over 
them.  We  find  Paul  frequently  calling  over  the 
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fins  oi  his  life,  and  even  thefe  he  was  guilty  of  befbre. 
converfion  ;  “  I  was  injurious,  a  blasphemer,”  crc. 
whereby  he  maintained  much  inward  peace  and  con  * 
Isolation.  Be  oft  looking  back  to  old  fms,  with  in¬ 
ward  forrow  and  faith  in  Chrift's  blood,  if  you 
would  have  a  death-bed  eafy'and  foft  to  you. 

Direct .  Ill;  Be  mindful  t>f  all  adts  of  jsu fU  e  and  charity,  whi ch 
may  be  incumbent  upon  you  ut  this  time. 

IT  is  great  wifdom  in  men  to  fettle  their  worldly 
affairs  in  the  time  of  health,  that  fo  their  minds 
may  be  free  for  fpiritual  exercifes,  and  not  disturbed 
with  earthly  cares  and  bufmefs  when  they  come  to 
a  dying-bed  ;  but  if  this  hath  been  negle&ed  hitherto 
it  mud  not  be  omitted  now.  I  have  given  directions 
about  it,  chap.  I.  direCt.  6,  fo  that  I  ihall  fay  little 
here  :  only  be-careful  to  do  juftice  to  every  man,  as 
much  as  in  you  lieth  ;  and  particularly,  i.  By  mak¬ 
ing  a  juft  and.  rational  provifion  for  your  wife  and 
children,  2.  By  ordering  payment  of. all  your  juft 
debts,  without  defrauding  any  of  your  lawful  credit¬ 
ors.  3.  By  making  reftitution  in  cafe  you  haye 
wronged  any  man.  Ifjuftibe  be  not  done  in  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  how  can  your  fouls  be  difburdened  of  guilt  ? 

In  the  next  place,  forget  not  the  a<5fs  of  charity 
which  God  requires  of  alLthe  profeffors  of  the  gof- 
pel. 

if!.  Seek  reconciliation  with  your  neighbours, 
where  any  difference  or  mrftakes  have  fallen  in-;, 
that  fo  you.  may  die  in  peace  and  charity  with  all 
about  you. 

2 dljy  Be  ready  from  the  heart  to  forgive  th«fe 
that  have  done  you  any  wrong.  If  the  natural  fun. 
fiiculd  not  go  down  upon  our  wrath,  much  lefs 
ihould  the  fun  of  our  lives.  If  you- carry  an  unfor¬ 
giving  fpint  with  you  into  another  world,  how  cai^ 
you  expe6l  to  meet  with  a  forgiving  God  there^ 
when  he  hath  exprefsly  declared,  Matth.  vi  15.  f  df 
ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpaifes  neither  will  your 

father  forgive  your  trefpaffes  V*  0  then,  imitate  your 
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glorious  Saviouj  and  his  martyr  Stephen,  who  at 
their  death  begged  mercy  from  God,  for  thofe  that 
mortally  heated  them,  Lukexxiii.  34.  Adis  vii.  60. 

3 dly,  If  the  Lord  hath  given  you  fubflance,  hon¬ 
our  the  Lord  with  it,  by  leaving  fome  part  of  it  to 
the  poor,  and  to  pious  pfes.  I  have  prefTed  this 
once  and  again  before  ;  but  I  mention  it  frequently, 
becaufe  it  is  much  forgotten  by  dying  perfons  in 
our  age.  Remember,  it  is  not  left  arbitrary  to  you 
to  give  or  not,  as  you  pleafe  :  no,  for  God  dotli 
charge  it  upon  you  as  a  duty,  yea  a  debt  that  you 
owe  him,  1  Tim.  vh  17,  18.  “Charge  them  that  are 
rich  in  this  world,  &c.  that  they  do  good,  be  rich 
In  good  works,  ready  to  di^tribute.,,  And  he  pro- 
nounceth  them  bleffed  who  confider  the  poor,  Pfal. 
xli.  1.  I  grant  that  people  a  re  not  to  leave  all  their 
works  of  charity  to  a  death-bed;  thefefhould  alfo  be 
minded  in  our  lifetime,  fo  as  to  make  our  own  hands 
our  executors,  and  our  own. eyes  our  overfeers  of  our 
charitable  projects  :  but  furely  it  is  a  proper  feafon 
tor  fhewing  charity  to  God’s  poor,  when  we  are 
leaving  them,  and  cannot  have  occafion  for  fhewing 
it  more.  Remember  what  is  recorded  of  Dorcas  af¬ 
ter  her  death,  Ads  ix.  36.  that  fhe  was  a  woman  full 
of  good  works  and  alms-deads.  And  her  friends, 
verf.  39.  fhewed  the  effects  of  her  charity  to  Peter 
after  her  death.  All  which  is  written  for  our  ex¬ 
ample  and  admonition,  that  we  may  be  rich  in  fuch 
good  works,  that  our  friends  may  have  them  to  ffiow 
after  our  death.  Surely  it  is  a  fign  of  the  degener¬ 
acy  of  this  age,  and  that  religion  is  on  the  declining 
hand,  when  people  generally  fall  fo  fhort  of  the  zeal 
and  piety  of  their  fathers  in  his  matter. 

j-thly,  It  would  be  a  commendable  work  of  chari¬ 
ty  in  dying  perfons,  to  be  giving  many  good  conn- 
fels  to  their  relations  and  children,  and  to  be  putting 
many  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  them.  So  Chrifl^ 
when  near  to  death,  committed  his  fpiritdaf  children 
to  his  Father,  and  earneftly  begged  his  protection 
and  care  of  them,  John  xvii.  1  j  ,  «  I  am  no  mon* 
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in  the  world,  but  thefe  are  in  the  world  :  keep  them 
through  thy  name,  keep  them  from  the  evil,”  &c. 
In  like  manner,  cry  to  God  for  your  children  : 
“  Lord,  thou  haft  gracioufiy  given  them  to  me,  I 
now  reftore  them  back  to  thee. — They  are  born  to 
me  once,  O  that  they  may  be  born  to  thee  a  fecond 
time  !  I  am  leaving  them  in  the  midft  of  fnares 
and  temptations,  O  that  it  may  be  their  happinefs 
to  be  the  preserved  in  Chrift  Jefus  !  Keep  them  by 
thy  power -through  faith  unto  falvation.  O  take- 
them  within  the  bond  of  thy  covenant,  and  be  thou 
their  Father,  to  protect,  dire<5l,  and  provide  for 
them.  Give  them  a  name  in  thy  houfe. better  than 
ot  fons  and'  daughters,  that  I  may  meet  with  them 
at  thy  right  hand  with  everlafting  joy.,>' 

Lajily ,  Be  fuitably  concerned  alfo  for  the  whole 
church  of  Chrift,  and  efpecially  for  thefe  that' are  in 
alHi&ion,  that  God  may  loofe  their  bonds,  fend 
them  liberty  and  profperity  in  his  due  time,  “  Do 
good  in  thy  good  pleafure  unto  Zion,  build  up  the 
walls  of  thy  Jerufalem.  Peace  be  within  her  walls, 
and  profperity  within  her  palaces.” 

Direct.  IV.  Labor  what  you  can  to  overcome  the  love 
life,  and  fears  of  death  :  that  you  may  attain  to  willirrgnefs 
to  die,  and  leave  the  world  when  God  ealieth  you  to  it. 

IT  is  no  wonder  that  a  wicked  man,  or  one  that 
hath  no  intereft  in  Chrift,  be  unwilling  to  die  :: 
why,  he  is  affrighted  with  the  guilt  of  paft  fins, 
and  the  fears  of  future  torments  ;  and  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  be  rid  of  thefe  till  he  become  a  true  believer  in 
Chrift i  No  man  hath  ground  to  welcome  death 

but  the  believer  ;  yet  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  ib 
many  of  them  lliould  appear  unwilling  to  leave  this 
world,  which  is  nothing  to  them  but  a  wildernefs 
and  weary  land.  Lot’s  foul  was  vexed  and  troub¬ 
led  in  Sodom,  and  yet  he  was  loth  to  leave  it ;  fo 
iome  believers,  when  called  to  leave  a  vexing  world, 
do  {hew  much  hankering  towards  it,  and  linger  be¬ 
hind*  This  proceeds  partly  from  nature,  which. 

dreads 
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dreads  a  diftolution,.  and  partly  from  the  weaknefa 
of  grace.  But  O' let  all  God’s  children  labor  to^ 
©vercome  this  averfion,  and  go  forth  to  meet  death 
half-way,  and  bid  it  welcome.  And  for  their  help 
in  this  matter,  I  fhall  lay  before  them  the  followings 
arguments.. 

ij}>  Confider  how  little  reafoir  a  believer  hath* 
to  be  much  in  love  with  this  prefent  life.  I.  It  is  a 
flnful  life,  fin  dwells  in  your  nature,  breaks  -out  in 
your  life,  and  pollutes  all  your  duties.  How  often ’ 
have  you  groaned  under  this  burden  ?  and  fhould* 
you  not  be  glad  to  be  eternally  delivered  from  it  l 
2.  It  is  a  life  of  difeafes  and  infirmities ;  and  thould 
you  not  be  willing  to  be  cured  of  them  all  at  once  ?  3, 
It  is  a  life  of  temptation,  fatan  is  dill  harraffing  thee? 
and  fhould  you  not  be  deft rous  to  be  out  of  his  reach? 
4.  It  is  a  life  of  perfections  from  the  wicked  :  they 
hate  reproach  and  injure  you  many  ways  :  and  is  it 
not  deiirable  to  be  “  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling  and  the  weary  be  at  reft;  ?  5.  It  is  a  life  of 
clouds  and  darknefs  ?  your  fun  is  often  veiled,  and 
your  evidences  obfcured,  which  occaftons  many  bit¬ 
ter  complaints ;  and  fheuld  you  not  defire  that  time 
when  the  day  fhall  break,  and  all  fhadows  fly  away  ? 
6.  It  is  a  life  of  calamities  and  fears  :  It  is  like  a 
ftormy  fea,  where  one  wave  rolls  upon  the  back  of 
another  ;  and  when  one  calamity  is  paft,  we  many 
times  fear  a  greater  is  coming' ;  and  fometimes  the 
heavens  turn  fo  black  and  gloomy,  that  we  fear  a 
hurricane  of  judgments  is  ready  to  blow  ;  and 
fbould  you  not  blefs  God  when  he  comes  by  death 
to  houfe  your  fouls,  and  fet  you  out  of  harm’s  way  ? 
It  is  in  mercy  thift  God  takes  away  the  righteous 
from  the  evil  to  come,.  Ifa.  lvii.  1.  So  dealt  he  with 
Jofiah,  2  Kings,  xxii.  20.  “  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy 
fathers,  and  thou  (halt  be  put  into  thy  grave  in 
peace,  and  thine  eyes  fhall  not  fee  all  the  evil  which 
I  (hall  bring  upon  this  place.”  So  it  is  obfervable 
.that  Methufelah  died  the  very  year  before  the  flood » 
Auguftine  *  little  b«fore  the  facking  of  Hippo  ;  Pa~ 
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reus  juft  before  the  taking  of  Heidelberg.  Luther 
.©bferves  that  all  the  apoftles  died  before  the  deftruo 
tion  of  Jerufalem.  And  Luther  himlelf  died  before 
the  bloody  wars  broke  out  in  Germany.  Thus  God 
frequently  hides  his  people  from  the  temptations 
and  troubles-  that  are  coming  on  the  earth.  Why  ; 
fie  fees  many  of  them  nor  in  cafe  to  endure  them  ; 
and  therefore  he  in  mercy  takes  them  away  from 
a  tempting  and  finning  world,  to  a  land  of  holinefs 
and  reft.  While  we  are  here,  we  live  in. a  world  that 
lies  m  wickednefs  ;  every  fe rife  of  the  body  betrays 
the  foul  into  fin  ;•  the  poor  foul  can  fcarce  look  out 
at  the  eye,  and  not  be  infe<5ted  ;  nor  hear  by  the 
ear  and  not  be  diftra&ed  ;  nor  fmell  at  the  noftrils, 
and  not  be  tainted  ;  nor  tafte  at  the  tongue  and  not 
be  allured  ;  nor  touch  by  the  hand  and  net  be  de¬ 
filed* 

O  believer,,  what  is  this  life  that  thou  art  fo  fond 
,©f  ;  it  is  but  a  living  death,  or  a  dying  life.  It  is 
full  of  grief  for  things  paft,  full  of  labour  for  things 
prefent,>  and  full  of  fears  for  things  future.  The 
firft  part  of  our  life  is  fpent  in  folly  ;  the  middle  part 
is  overwhelmed  with  cares  ;  and  the  latter  part  of 
it  is  burdened  with  infirmities  and  age.  And  what 
gain  we  by  the  prolonging  of  this  life  ?  nothing  but 
to  do  more  evil,  fee  more  evil,  and  fuffer  more  eviL 
And  ftiould  a  Chriftian  be  unwilling,  to  be  rid  of 
thofe  grievances  ? 

2 dly,  Confider  that  dying  is  appointed  as  the  way-, 
and  the  only  way  to  glory  :  there  is  no  way  to  en¬ 
ter  the  promifed  land,  but  by  crofting  the  Jordan  of 
death.  And  ftould  not  a  ftranger  defire  to  be  at 
home  with  his  friends,  though  he  hath  a  rough  way 
and  ftormy  fea  to  pafs  ?  Is  there  any  home  like 
heaven,  where  your  incomparable  friend  Chrift  is  ? 
O  what  a  happinefs  is  it  to  be  with  Chrift,  and  to 
fee  him  as  he  is  ?  how  happy  do  you  think  Peter, 
James,  and  John  were,  in  being  taken  up  to  mount 
Tabor,  to  be  eye-witneftbs  of  their  Saviour’s  transfig¬ 
uration  ?  but,  O  believer,  death  procures  a  greater 
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iappinefs  to  you  ;  it‘  ufhers  you  to  mount  Zion;, 
where  you  (hull  not  only  fee  your  Saviour  whiter 
than  the.  fnowv-and  brighter  than  the  £un,but  your- 
felf  transfigured  with  him,  mad^  like  him,  and  eter¬ 
nally  lecured  of  his  preience.  The  three  apodles 
law  but  two  prophets  ;  but  you  (hall  fee  all  the  prO" 
phets,  all  the  apoftles,  all  the  patriarchs,  .all  the  mar¬ 
tyrs,. all  the  holy  perfons  you  once  converfed  with  on 
earth,  and  in  general  all  the  faints  in  heaven,  each  of 
them  fhining  as  the  fun  and  how  fweet  will  their 
company  be  ?  0  how  foon  will  the  trifles  of  the  world 
vanifh,  and  all  its  pleafures  be  forgot,  when  once 
the  believer  gets  a  view  of  that  captivating  glory 
above!  When  the  fhepherds  heard  but  fome  few  notes 
of  the  angels  fongs,  who  praifed  God  at  the  nativity 
of  our  Saviour,  they  prefently  left  ,  their  flocks,  and 
ran  to  Bethlehem  to  behold  the  child  Jefus  lying  in 
the  manger  ;  but  much  more  caufe  hath  a  believer 
to  leave  all  the  pleafures  of  the  world,  and  run  to  be¬ 
hold  an  exalted  Jefus  fitting  on  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  with  all  his  faints  and  angels  finging  praifes 
around  hfm« 

If  Cato  and  Cleombrotus,  two  Heathens,  after 
reading  Plato’s  book  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul^ 
did  voluntarily,  the  one  fall  on  his  fword,  the  other 
break' his  neck  from  a.  precipice,  that  they  might 
the  fooner  come  (as  they,  fancied),  to  partake  of 
thefejoys  ;  what  a  lhame  is  it  for  Chriftians,  who 
kave  a  far  furer  and  clearer  difcovei  y  of  thefe  things 
from  God’s  own  book,  to  be  found  unwilling  to  en¬ 
ter  into-  cheie  heavenly  joy  s,  when  their  bielfed  Re¬ 
deemer  Galls  for  them  thither  ?. 

$dly,  Confide r  how  willing  CKrift  was  to  com£  • 
from  heaven  to  earth  for  you  ;  and  fhould  you  bo* 
unwilling  to  remove  from  earth  to  heaven  for  him  ? 
yea,  for  yourfeives,  for  the  gain  is  yours  ?  O  did 
Chrift  aifume  your  nature,  become  obedient  to  death, , 
and  purchafe  an  inheritance  for  you  with  his  blood  5 
and  will  you  be  backward  to  go  and  take  polfeffiam 
tf  it  ?  O  £ot  a  Ghnftdike  obedience  at  death  ! 

LaJUjy. 
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.  LaPb^  Confi.der  what- 'a  feproadhis  caft  on  Chrif- 
tianity,  by  a  believer’s  unwillingnefs  to  die.  For 
Chriftians  to  pray, •  and  Tpeak  -much  of  Ohrid,  of 
heaven’ and  glory, .and  yet  be  unwilling  to  enter  in¬ 
to  that  glory  ;  what  is  it  but  a  ’rnUbeiieving  of  Ood, 
and  a  tempting  of  It  rangers  to  think  there  is  no  rc-v 
ality  in  religion  \ 

u  Since  death  is  not  eafy  to  grapple  with,  • 
how  lhall  I  attain -to  this  bleiFed^ifpofitionfa  willing- 
nefs  to  die  ? 

Jnjw.  ij ?,  Be  frequently  potting  forth  the  acts  of 
faith  upon  the  righteoulnefs  of  *  Chrift  ;  and  believe 
that  Chrift  died  to  bring  in  a  perfect  rlghteoufnefs 
for  believers,  that  they  all  might  be  complete  in  him. 
Now  why  Ihould  a  believer  be  afraid  to  appear  before 
God  iirChriftY  righteoufnefs,  which  is  fo  pleafmg 
and  acceptable  to  him  ?  Rev.  xiv.  4.  5.  they  are 
faid  to  be  “ 'without  faulbbefdre  the  throne  of  God.15 

wrere  to  appear  before  God  in  his  own 
,  clothed  with  his  own  duties  and  per- 
wbuld  be  dreadful  to  think  of  dying  ; 
but  to  have  the  white  garment  of  an  elder  brother 
to  put  on,  gives  another  •view  of  death.  Alas,  it  is 
our  neglecting  the  daily  exercife  of  faith  in  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  that  makes  the  thoughts  of  death 
fo  unwelcome,  * 

2 dly.  When  you  attain  to  peace  and  reconciliation 
with  God,  labour  to  preferve  it.  Be  ftating  and 
clearing  counts  with"  God  every  day,  and  watch 
againft  thefe  fms  that  wound  confidence,  wafte  com¬ 
fort,  and  grieve  the  Spirit  of  adoption.  When  we 
think  God  is  difpleafed  with  us,  we  will  be  afraid  of 
going  to  him. 

3 d/y,  Study  to  be  mere  denied  to  the  enjoyments 
of  this  life,  and  to  ufe  them  with  a  holy  indifrerency ; 
©therwife  there  will  be  an  unwillinefs  to  leave  thefe 
things. 

qthly.  Labour  to  be  deeply  fenfible  of  the  bunlen 
of-ind  welling  fin  and  corruption,  and  the  woi’kings 
thereof  in  your  hearts  $  and  this  will  make  the 

thoughts 


If  a  believer 
righteoufnefs, 
fdrmances;  it 


i55 


AJjlidcd  .  M tin's  Covipanm. 

thoughts  of  death  welcome,  becaufe  it  eternady  de¬ 
livers  you  from  it. 

yhly,  Seek  further  difcoveries  of  the  loveliuefs  of 
Ch rift,  and  the  daily  exercife  and  ■  increaie  of  your 
fouls  love  to  him  ;  for  it  is  the  nature  of  love  to  long 
after  communion -with  the  perfon  that  we  love. 

othly,  Make  death  familiar  to  you  by  the  frequent 
fore  thou  gts  of  it.  Retire  oft  from  the  world  to 
think  of  dying,  when  you  are  in  beft  health. 

ythly,  Be  much  taken  up  in  the  fweet  employment 
of  piaifnng  GoJ,  and  exalting  the  worthy  Lamb  that 
was  {lain  ;  and  this  will  incline .  you  to  be  there,, 
where  this  is  the  continual  work. 

LaJUy ,  Be  oft  thinking  of  thefe  warnings  and  fore¬ 
runners  of  death,  which  God  fends  to  wean  your 
heart  from  the  love  of  life,  and  difpofe  you  to  a  wil- 
lingnefs  to  die.  For  this  end,  God  fends  manifold  dif- 
eafes,  pains,  infirmities,  wants,  ftraits,  Ioffes,  erode?, 
difappointments,  & c.  And  in  a  fpecial  manner,  let 
old  people  view  the  forerunners  and  harbingers  of 
death  which  God  fends  to  prepare  his  way:  fuc.h 
as  the  decays  and  infirmities  of  old  age,  which  we 
have  elegantly  defcribed  in  figurative  expreflions,, 
Ecclef.  xii.  a.  “  Then  the  light  of  the  fun,  ,  moon, 
and  ftars  fhali  be  darkened-?”  L  e.  in  old  perfons,  the 
intelle&ual  powers  and  faculties,  which  are  as  lights 
in  the  foul,  fhali  be  weakened.  And  then  do  “  the 
clouds  return  after  rain  i.  e .  their  diftempers  are 
frequent  like  a  continual  dropping  in  a  rainy,  day  ; 
and  the  ending  of  one  is  but  the  beginning  of anoth¬ 
er. — Verfe  3.  “  Then  the  keepei?  of  the  houfe  do 
tremble  /.  e.  the  head  and  hands  which  were  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  prefervation  of  the  body  do  fhake. — • 
“  The  ftrong  men  bow  themfelves;”  /.  c.  the  legs  and 
thighswhich  are  the  pillars  of  the  houfe  become  weak 
and  feeble. — u  The.  grinders  ceafe  becaufe  they  are 
few  i .  e .  the  teeth  which  like  the  upper  and  nether 
mill-lone  do  grind  our  meat  and  prepare  it  for  con- 
c6$ion  then  ceafe  to  do  their  par}:. — “  Thofe  that 
look  out  of  t lie  windows  are  darkened  /.  e,  the 
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eyes  wax  dim,  whereby  God  calls  us  to  turn  them 
away  from  beholding  vanity,  and  to  look  after  the 
things  that  are  not  feen. — Verfe  4.  “  The  daughters 
mufic  are  brought  low $”  h  they  have  neither 
voice  nor  ears  ;they  can  neither  fing  themfelves,  nor 
take  pleafure  in  the  voice  of  fmging  men  or  women. 
Then  death  pulls  us,  as  it  weie  by  the  ear,  to  think 
on  the  mufic  above.— Verfe '-5.  “The  almond-tree 
flourifheth  L  e,  the  hair  grows  white,  like  the  al-  ' 
mond-tree  in  the  bloifom.  And  as  the  outward 
parts  of  the  body  do  weaken  and  decay,  fo  alfo  do 
the  inward  parts  thereof:  therefore  it  is  faid,  Verfe 
6c  “  The  filver  cord  fhall  be  loofed,  the  golden 
bowl  broken,  the  pitcher  broken  at  the  fountain,  and 
the  wheel  broken  at  the  cifter'n  5”  h  e.  the  filver 
cord  of  the  fmews  is  loofed,  which  carries  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  fenfe  and  motion  from  the  head,  through  the 
body.  The  head,  which  like  a  golden  bowl  or  box, 
-Contains  the  brain,  that  is  the  fountain  of  fenfe  and 
motion  through  age  is  broken,  and  turns  crazy. 
The  many  pitchers  of  the  veins,  which  carry  the 
nouriitiing  blood  from  the  well  to  the  liver  unto 
each  part  of  the  body,  become  like  broken  veffels. 
And  the  wheels  of  the  arteries^  which  convey  the 
vital  fpirits  from  the  heart  to  the  feveral  members, 
for  quickening  them,  begin  to  turn  faint  and  lan¬ 
guid.  All  thefe  things  do  warn  old  perfons  to  take 
their  affections  oft  time’s  things,  and  fet  them  upon 
things  above,  that  they  maybe  helped  to  fay,  we 
ct  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  withChrift.” 

But  after  all,  fome  believers  will  have  objections 
againft  willingnefs  to  die,  fome  whereof  i  fhall  con*  . 
flder. 

Objeft.  I.  ec  I  am  threatened  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  mine  age.” 

Anfw  Inftead  of  fretting  on  this  account,  you 
ought  rather  to  adore  and  praife  a  gracious  God, 
that  is  willing  ’to  bellow  the  reward  of  the  whole 
day  upon  thee,  who  haft  only  labored  me  hours 
o£  it.  Praife  him,  that  is  willing  to  take  you  fo  foon 
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home  ;  whereby  you  will  prevent  much  fin  and  Tor- 
row  in  the  world. 

ObjeB.  II.  “  I  have  houfes  and  lands,  and  a  com¬ 
fortable  dwelling  on  the  earth.” 

Anfw.  Thefe  are  only  needful  in  your  paffage 
through  the  world  ;  above  there  is  no  ufe  for  thefe 
comforts.  There  Ood  provideth  manfions  Tor  his 
people  a  thoufand  times  more  comfortable,  John  xiv. 
2.  2  Gor.  v.  i.  Surely  houfes  of  God’s  building,  rind 
of  Chrift’s  furnifhing,  are  preferable  to  the  cottages 
built  by  men’s  hands. 

Object.  III.  “  But  I  am  loth  to  leave  God’s  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  the  Tweet  communion  I  have  had  with 
him  therein.” 

Anfa.  Above  there  will  be  no  need  of  ordinances, 
facraments,  bibles,  or  minifters  ;  for  the  Lamb  will 
be  the  light  of  the  heavenly  temple,  and  all  hid  things 
in  religion  will  be  difcovered  inChrift’s  face.  There 
you  will  celebrate  an  eternal  Sabbath,  drink  the  fruit 
of  the  vine  new  with  Chrift,  be  ever  with  the  Lord, 
without  any  cloud  or  interruption  of  your  communion 
with  him.  Is  it  any  lofs  to  be  taken  from  the  Thai- 
low  dreams,  and  fet  by  the  fountain  that  is  ever  full 
and  running  over  ? 

.  Object.  IV.  “  I  am  loth  to  leave  the  company  of 
godly  friends  and  relations.” 

Jlnfnv.  Death  will  take  you  to  your  friend  Chrid, 
that  is  far  better  than  them  all.  And  for  one  friend 
you  lofe  upon  earth,  you  fli all  find  an  hundred  in. 
heaven  ;  and  thefe  godly'  relations  you  leave  here, 
you  fhall  foon  meet  with  them  again  there;  where  you 
will  have  far  fweeter  communion  than  poffibly-  yo& 
can  have  upon  earth  with  them,  or  the  belt  of  men, 
who,  while  here,  have  fhveral  infirmities  andpaffions^ 
that  many  times  make  their  converfe  uncomfortable. 

Gbjeft.  V.  “  But  I  would  fain  fee  the  glory  of  Zi¬ 
on  upon  earth,  when  God’s  promifes  to  her  fhall  be 
accompliihed.” 

Anfw.  So  Mofes  would  fain  have  feen  Ifrael’s  hap- 
puitfsiftthe  promifed  land  :  but  his  dying  in  the  fh4n 
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belief  of  God’s  fulfilling  all  his  promifes  to  them 
there,  was*  more  acceptable  to  God,  than  his  behold¬ 
ing  the  performance.  And  the  glory  of  the  church 
militant  is  a  fight  nothing  comparable  to  that  of  the 
church  triumphant  above.  . 

ObjeSt .  VI.  “  But  I  would  incline  to  flay  to  do 
God  more  fervice  in  his  church  below,  whofe  ne- 
ceflities  are  clamant.” 

Attfov,  1.  You  will  not.  want  opportunity  for 
ferving  and  glorifying  God  above,  and  where  you 
will  be  in  far  better  cafe  for  it.  Here  our  hearts  are 
oft  out  of  tune  for  God’s  work,  and  we  are  forced 
to  hang  our  harps  upon  the  willows  ;  but  above 
there  are  no  willows  to  hang  them  on  ;  no  faint 
there  will  ever  complain  of  any  indifpofition  of  heart 
or  tongue. 

2dly,  God  knows  the  neceffities  of  his  church,  and 
is  more  . concerned  for  them  than  thou  canfl  be  ; 
and  it  is  eafy  for  him  to  raife  ,up  inflruments  to 
carry  on  his  work  when  thou  art  gone. 

Object.  VII.  “  I  am  afraid  of  the  pain  and  pangs 
.of  death.  The  thoughts  of  thefe  make  me  fhrink 
back.”' 

Anptv,t  ift.  Many  die  without  much  feeming  fenfe 
of  pain,  and  it  is  probable  have  lefs  pain  at  the  hour 
of  death,  than  they  have  felt  under  feveral  former 
difeafes. 

2(lly,  If  they  be  fharp, '  they  are  foon  over  ;  and 
each'papg  of  death,  will  fet  Cm  a  Hep  nearer  the 
door,  and  thy  foul  a  flep  nearer  home  :  and  there¬ 
fore  it  becometii  a  Chriftian  to  die  cheerfully,  and 
to  be  glad  when  he  can  find  the  grave. 

Now,  what  I  have  faid  in  this  chapter  is  to  the 
believing  foul :  for  it  is  no  .wonder  though  the  fouls 
of  the  ungodly*-  at  death,. fhrink  back  into  the  body, 
and  trefnble  to  go  forth,-  when  they  can  have  na 
profpeft  of  any  better  lodging  than  utter  darknefs. 
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234-re  ct..  V.  Study  to  imitate  the  ancient  worthies,  by  dying 

in  faith. 

T1  HIS  was  the  chai  after  and  epitaph  of  the  old 
'  Teftament  faints,  Heb.  xr.  13*  u  Thefe  all  di¬ 
ed  in  faith,”  As  they  had  lived  by  faith,  fo  they 
died  in  faith.  They  not  only  continued  true  believ¬ 
ers  to  the  lail:,  dying  in  the^  date  of  faith,  but  they 
died  in  the  exercife  of  faith  alfo.  Now,  the  exer- 
c-ife  of  faith  in  dying  indudesTeveral  things,  worthy 
to  be  imitated  by  all  dying  believers. 

1 /?.  An  open  and  profeiled  adheranee  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  faith,  and  truths  of  Chridianity.  This 
faith  all  Chridians  diould  zealoudy  own  in  the 
view  of  death,  and  perfevere  in  it  to  the  lad  with¬ 
out  wavering.  This  would  be  to  die  like  martyrs, 
though  we  die  in  our  beds.  How  deadfadly  did  old 
Polycarp  adhere  to  Chrift  and  his  truths  to  the  lad, 
and  fo  died  in  faith  !  When  he  was  urged  by  the 
proconful  to  deny  Chrid,  he  anfwered,  “  Thefe  fore- 
fcore  and  fix  years  have  I  ferved  him,  and  he  never 
once  offended  me  *0  and  how  fhall  I  now  deny  him  V* 
2c/ly,  Dying  inr  faith  imports  an  inward,  hearty, 
and  firm  belief  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
Ghridian  faith  :  and  improving  them  fo,  as  to  make 
them  the  foundation  of  our  comfort  and  hope  at 
the  hour  of  death.  As  for  indance,  we  mud  yield 
our  departing  fouls,  in  the  firm  belief  of  their  living 
and  exiding  in  a  feparate  condition  after  this  life, 
and  of  that  future  date  of  bleffednefs  and  red  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  all  believers.  Again,  we  mud 
diimifs  the  body  to  the  grave,  in  a  firm  belief  and 
hope  of  a  joyful  refurreftion  at  the  lad  day.  Thus 
that  holy  man  Job  both  lived  and  died  in  faith, 
Job  xix.  25,  26.  “  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  he  fhall  dand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth.  And  though  after  my  fkin,  worms  dedroy 
this  body,  yet  in  my  fiefh  -I  fhall  fee  God.”  A  Chrid- 
ian  then  dies  in  faith,  when  he  believes  thefe  truths 
fo,  as  cheerfully  to  obey  God's  call,  and  venture  in¬ 
to  the  invifible  world,  upon  the  tedimony  which 
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God  hath  given  concerning  it  :  as  Abraham  did  % 
going  our  to  an  unknown  land,  Heb.  L.  S.  *-  By 
iaith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  out  into 
a  place  which  he  fiviuld  after  receive  for  an  inheri¬ 
tance,  obeyed  ;  and  he’ went  out,  not  knowing  wheth¬ 
er  he  went.” 


3 dljy  The  believer  dies 
frefh  application  to  CbViil 


in  faitli,  when  he  makes 
as  his  only  hope  and  Sav¬ 


iour,  takes  him  in  his  arms  of  faith,  as  old  Simeon 

did  before  his  deaths  faying,  u  In  the  Lord  Chrift 

1  have  righteonfnefs  and  (Length  though  I  have 

neither  righteoufnefs  nor  ftrength  in  my  ft  If,  yet  I 

have -both  in  him,  my  blefted  furety  and  redeemer. 

We  have  many  tiles  for  faith  in  Chrift  at  the  hour 

* 

death.  By  faith'  we  mud  depend  upon  Chrift’s 
blood  for  making  atonement,  and  walking  away 
the  guilt  of  all  our  by  pah  fins.  By  faith  we  muft 
put  on  the  righteonfnefs  of  Chrift  for  covering  our 
naked  fouls,  when  they  are  to  appear  and  (land  be¬ 
fore  God.  By  faith  we  mud  rely  on  Chrift  for 
ftrength  to  fufFer  pain,  refill"  temptations,  and  con¬ 
quer  death  and  all  our  enemies.  By  faith  we  mull 
look  to  Chrift  as  our  leader,  and  trail  him  for  our 
fafe  conduct  through  the  dark  valley  of  death,  and 
for  fafe  landing  on  the  fliore  of  glory. 

ath!y\  The  believer  dies  in  faith,  when  he  trulls 
his  * departing  foul  with  confidence  in  his  Redeemer’s 
hand,  fit  ring  with  Paul,  2  Tim.  i.  12.  “  I  know 
whom  I  have  "believed,  and  T  am  perfuaded  that  he 
is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  hirh 
again  ft  that  day.”  This  was  the  Pfalmift’s  practice, 
Pfal.  xxxi.  5.  “  Into  thv  hand  I  commit  my  fpirit  ; 
for  tljou  haft  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth.” 
So  the  man  that  dies’  in  faith,  commits  the  jewel 
of  his  foul  to  his  Redeemer’s  keeping,  and  confides 
in  his  care  of  it.  Why,  he  made  it*  he  hath  redeem¬ 
ed  it,  he  loves  it, it  is  his  own,  a  member  of  his  body, 
and  he  will  not  hate  his  own  flefh.  He  loves  his  dy¬ 
ing  faints  much  better  than  we  love  an  eye,  a  hand, 
any  other  member  of  our  body,  whiqh,  to  be 

fuie. 
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fure,  we  will  not  loofe,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to  fare 
it. 

5thly*  Dying  in  faith  imports,  that  the  dying 
faint  confides  in  God’s  faithfulnefs  and  truth  for 
making  good  all  thefe  promifes  to  his  church  and 
people  after  his  death,  which  are  not  yet  accomplifii- 
ed.  We  fiiould  go  off  the  flage  in  the  firm  belief  of 
God’s  fulfilling,  .all  his  promifes  concerning  the 
profperity  of  his  church,  the  calling  of  the  jews, 
the  deftruifdon  of  Antichrift,  and  the  fecond  coming, 
of  our.  Lord  l  and  likewile  concerning  our  families, 
that  God  will  be  as  good  as  his  word,  and  be  a  fa¬ 
ther  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  hufband  to  the  widow. 

Would  we  then  bu  fo  happy  as  to  die  in  faith, 
let  us  take  thefe  advices. 

iffly  Let  us  be  careful  ' to  get  faith  beforehand  : 
for  death  is  a  time  to  ufe  faith,  not  to  get  it.  They 
were  foolifh .virgins*  who  had  their  oil  to  buy  when 
the  bridegroom  was  come. 

2 dlyy  Study  to  live  every  day  in  the  esercife  of 
faith,  and  be  ftill  improving  and  making  ufe  of 
Chrift,  in  all  h  is  offices,  and  for  all  thefe  ends  and 
ufes  for  which  God  .hath  given  him  to  believers. 

7d(yy  Be  frequently  clearing  up  your  evidences  for 
heaven, ^and  beware  of  httmg  fin  blot  them. to  you. 

>  4 Record  and  lay  up  the  experiences  of  God’s 
kind  dealings  with  you,  and  be  often.refledling  upon 
them,  that  you  may  have  them  ready  at  hand  ia 
the  hour  of  death. 

Laftlyy  Meditate  much  on  thefe  promifes  which 
have  been  fv/eet  and  comfortable  to  you  in  the  time 
of  firait ;  and  beg  that  the  Lord  may  bring  them 
to  your  remembrance  when  you  come  to  die. 

Direct.  VI.  Set  the  examples  of  other  dying  faints  before 
you, and  fiudy  in  like  manner  to  fhine  in  grace,  Heavenly 
difcourfe,  and  be  exemplary  in. piety,  and  for  the  glory  of 
God-,  and  good  of  fouls,  when  you  are  going  ol?  the  flage. 


THIS  is  thelaft  opportunity  you  have  of 

fervice  to  God,  and  the  iwtereft  of  religion  ; 
v/herefore  firiyc  to  improve  it  diligently  for  the  honor 
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of  God,  and  the  edification  of  thofe  that  furvive  you. 
How  pleafant  is  it  to  fee  God's  people  leaving  the 
world,  commending  Chrift  and  his  fervice,  and  per¬ 
fuming  the  place  they  lie  in  with  their  laft  breath  ? 

I  have,  Chap.  III.  Direct.  5.  and  6.  adduced  feveral 
inodes  to  prefs  this  point,  and  given  directions  con¬ 
cerning  the  fpeech  and  behaviour  of  the  children  of 
God  when  on  fick-beds,  which  I  fhali  not  repeat. 

That  which  I  defig n  here  is,  tofet  before  you  the 
examples  of  fome  eminent  faints,  and  their  exempla¬ 
ry,  pious,  and  holy  fpeeches  and  fayings,  when  they 
were  a -dying  ;  and  that  in  order  to  confirm  and 
offablifh  others  in  religion,  and  alfo  to  excite  them  to 
imitate  thefe  fliining  worthies  when  they  alfo  come 
to  die.  Surely  it  is  for  this  very  end,  that.  God  hath 
ordered  us  to  be  compared  about  with  fo  great  a 
cloud  of  witne/Tes,  Heb.  xii.  1.  Thus  doth  the  apof- 
tle  improve  their  example,  l~Ieb.  xi.  And  how  ear¬ 
ned  is  he  in  this  matter?  Heb.  vi.  f  1.  12.  “  And 

we  defire,  that  every  one  of  you  do  (hew  the  fame  dil¬ 
igence,  to  the  full  alTurance  of  hope  unto  the  end  : 
that  ye  be  not  flothful,  but  followers  of  them,  who 
through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifesd’ 

I  fhali  begin  with  fome  examples  from  the  facred 
hi  (lory  5  and,  in  the  firft  place,  with  the  King  of 
faints*  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifh  O  how.  fweet  and 
comfortable  were  his  difeourfes  unto  his  difciples, 
when  his  death  drew  nigh  !  and  what  a  heavenly 
prayer  did  he  make  for  them,  and  all  his  eieff  ones 
at  that  time  1  Thefe  we  have  recorded  in  the  14th, 
15th,  1 6th,  and  1 7th  chapters  of  John  :  which  are 
snoft  feafonable  at  all  times  for  us  to  read  and  medi¬ 
tate  upon,  but  efpecialiy  when  death  is  approacning. 
And  likewife  let  us  read  the  hiflory  of  our  Lord’s 
pa&on,  in  which  we  may  obferve  the  wonderful  ex- 
prefiions  of  his  faith  in  God,  his  patience  under  fut- 
ferin^s,  his  pity  to  his  enemies,  his  love  to  his  moth¬ 
er  and  his  difciples,  his  concern  for  his  F ather’s  glory, 
his  obedience  in  his  death, and  his  willingnefs  to  be  of¬ 
fered  up*  Thus  the  bleffed  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  did 
A  ihme 
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Ihine  forth  moft  glorioufly  at  his  letting,  with  the  ra> 
diant  beams  of  his  heavenly  graces  and  virtues :  and 
herein  he  hath  fet  himfelf  a  pattern  to  ail  dying  faints- 
to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Jacob*,  when  he  was  on  his  deatn*bed,  called  his 
fons  together,  and  gave  them  many  fpecial  charges 
and  bleftings  ;  we  have  his  excellent  words  recordr 
ed  in  Gen.  xlviii.  and  xlix.  chapters...  And  in  par¬ 
ticular,  how  fweetly  doth  he  fpeak  of  the  coming  of 
the  Me fli ah  to  them  }  Gerr.  xlix.  16.  18*  And  how 
affe&ionately  doth. he  commend  God’s  goodnefs  and 
kind  providence  towards  him  through  his  life  ? 
Gen.  xlviii.  15.  16.  “  The  God  which  fed  me  all 

my  life  long  unto  this  day,” 

Jofeph,  when  he  was  a-dying,  fpoke  lovingly  to  his 
brethren,  who  had  dealt  cruelly  with  him  ;  andaf- 
furedthem  of  the  Lord’s  faithfulnefs  in  keeping  his 
promife  to  their  fathers,  Gen.  1.  20.  “  1  die,  and 

God  will  fureiy  viiit  you,  and  biing  you  out  oi  this 
land.” 

Mofes,  when  he  was  to  go  up  to  mount  Nebo  to 
die  there,  left  many  bleftings,  and  gave  many  weigh¬ 
ty  charges  to  the  children  of  Ifrael :  we  have  his  ho¬ 
ly  and  ravifhing  words  recorded,  Deut.  xxxii.  and 
xxxiii.  chapters.  And  particularly  how  pleafantly 
doth  he  commend  God,  and  his  ways  to  the  people  ! 
Deut.  xxxii.  4.  “  He  is  the  Rock,  his  work  is  per- 

*  feel :  for  all  his  ways  are  judgment :  a  God  of  truth, 
and  without  iniquity,  juft  and  right  is  he.” 

Jofhua,  when  he  was  near  his  end,  gave  many 
folemn  charges  and  exhortations  to  the  people,  which 
we  have  narrated,  Jolh.  xxiii.  and  xxiv.  chapters. 
And  there  we  may  fee  the  remarkable  methods  he 
takes  to  rivet  impreftions  and  convi&ions  upon  them, 
now  when  he  can  inftruct  them  no  longer.  And, 
particularly,  he  appeals  to  their  consciences  concern¬ 
ing  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  ia  keeping  his  word  to 
them,  that  fo  he  might  engage  them  to  fidelity  -to 
him,  Jolh.  xxiii.  14.  And  behold,  this  day  1  am 
going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  and  ye  know  in  all 

'  your 
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your  hearts  anffin  all  your  fouls,  that  not  one  thing 
hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord 
your  God  fpake  concerning- you.” 

David,  when  his  end  was  near,  affembled-  the 
people,  and  folemnly  charged  them,  as  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  of  God,  to  keep  his  commandments,  j.  Chron. 
xxviii.  8,  9.  And  particularly,  he -charged  his  Ton 
and  fucceffor  Solomon,  to  know  the  God  of  his 
father,  and  to  ferve  him  with  a  perfeft  heart,'  and 
with  a  willing  mind.” 

The  apoftle  Paul*  when  taking  his  laid  farewel  l  of 
the  elders  of  Ephefus,  he  moft  folemnly  charges 
them,  to  (t  take  heed  to  themfelves^  and  the  flocks 
over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them  cver- 
feers,”  A6ts  xx.  28.  And  how  fweetly  doth  he  fing 
in  the  view  of  approaching  death  2  Tim.dv.  6,  7, 
8.  (e  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand, .  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith. 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  r.igh- 
teoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  fhall 
give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to,  me  only,  but 
unto  them  alfo-  that  love  his  appearing.” 

In  imitation  of  thefe  fcripture-faints,  the  people 
of  God  in  all  ages  have  ftudied  to  glorify  God  and 
edify  men  at  their  death,  by  commendingGod  and 
godlinefs  to  their  friends  and  families.  Thefe  we 
ought  to  teach  by  our  example,  both  how  to  live  and. 
how  to  die,  as  others  have  done  before  11s.  Thus 
laid  once  a  dying  faint  to  his  family^  “  I  have  for¬ 
merly  taught  you  how  to  live,  and  now  I  teach  you 
how  to  die.” 

Now,  becaufe  in  all  ages  the  fpeeches  of  dying 
Chriflians  have  been  much  obferved,  and  God  hath 
remarkably  bleffed  them  to  the  edabli/hment  and 
confirmation,  quickening  and  exciting  of  others  to 
imitate  them  ;  I  fhall  bring  fevera;  examples  from 
human  hiftories  and  writings,  and  raoftly  from 
Clark’s  Lives,  of  fundry  eminent  f:  ints,  whofe  g ra¬ 
ces  have  flione  brighteit,  and  their  fpeeches  were 

jneft 
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molt  heavenly,  when  the  fur.  of  their  Hi'-  v'-.as  at 


the  fetting. 


r.  That  old  difciple,  Polycarp,  when  he  came  to 
the  flake  at  which  he  was  burnt,  defired  to  llano  un¬ 
tied,  facing,  “  Eet  me  alone,  for  He  that  gave  me 
ft r eng th  to  come  to  the  fire,  will  give  me  patience 
to  endure  the  flume  without  yoftr  tying.  ^  # 

2.  So.  holy  Cyprian  triumphed  over  deato,. faying, 

♦  <  let  him  only  fear  death,  who  mud  pafs  lrom  t  is 

•death  to  the  fecond  death.”  When  he  heaid  the 
fentence  of  death  pronounced  again  ft  him,  he  faid, 

«  1  thank  God-  for  freeing  me  from  the  pnlon  of 

this  Body.”  •  ,  _  *  ~ 

3.  Bafil,  when  the  emperor  Valeris  lent  ms  omeers 

to  tempt  him  with  great  preferments  to  turn 
from  the  faith,  he  reje<5fed  them  with  fcorn,  faying* 
^You  may  offer  thefe  things  to  children.”  And  whew 
they  threatened  him  with  fdfferings,  he  faid, 4 1  threat¬ 
en  your  purple  gallants-  with  thefe  things*  thaC 
give  themfelves  to  their  pleafures.” 

When  Modeftus  the  perfect  threatened  Bafil*  to 
confifcate  his  goods,  to  torment  him,  to  banifh  him 
or  kill  him,  be.  anfwered,  “  he  need  not  fear  conhica- 
tion,  that  had  nothing  to  loofe  :  nor  bamfhment,  to 
whom  heaven  only  iSc  a  country  :  nor  torments, 
when  his  body  would  be  dafhed  with  one  blow  ;  nor 
death  which  is  the  only  way  to  fet  him  at  liberty •* 
The  perfea  telling  him  he  is  mad,  faid,  Opto  me  in 
(tternum.fic  delirare ,  I  wifh  I  may  forever  be  thus  mad, 

4.  Ig’natius  being  led  from  Syria  to  Rome  to  be 
torn  in  pieces  c?f  wild  beads,  he  exprefled  his  fear  left 
it  fhould  Happen  to  him  as  to  feme  others*,  that  the* 
lions  out  of  a  kind  of  reveience,  would  not  dare  to 
touch  him-.  And  therefore  he  oft  wHhed,  (i  That 
their  appetites  might  be  whitted  to  difpatch  him, 
“  For  (faid  he)  the  lions  teeth  are  but  like  a -mill*. 
v<hich  though  it  bruifeth,  yet  wadeth  mot  the  good 
v/heat,  only  prepares  and  fits  it  to  be  made  pure 
bread.  Let  me  be  broken  by  them,  fo  I  may  be 
made  pure  manchetfor  he<vven>” 


5,  Th 
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1  ^]G  great  Mr.  Knox,  our  reformer,  when' he 

iay  a  dying,  was  much  in  prayer,  ever  crying,  “Como 
Lord  jefus  ;  fweet  Jefus,  into  thy  hands  I  commend 
niy  fpirit.”'  Being  afked  by  ihofe  that  attended  him, 
n  his  pain  was  great  ?  he  anfwered,  u  that  he  did 
Ttot  efteem  that  a  pain,  which  would  he  to  him  the 
end  of  all  trouble,  and  the  beginning  of  eternal  joys.” 
Ofttimes,  after  feme  deep  meditations,  he  fa  id,  “  O 
ferv-e  the  Lorcljn  fear,  mid, death  (hall  not  be  terrh 
>'ve  to  yon  ;  bleffed  is>  the  death  of  thofe  that  have 
part  in  the  death  of  Jefus.” 

After  a  fore  temptation  from  Satan,  (which  I 
formerly  mentioned)  over  which  he  triumphed  at, 
kngth,  he  laid,  u  Now  the  enemy  is  gone  away  a- 
fnamed,  and  jfliall  no  more  return.,.  I  am  fure  now* 
my  battle  is  at  an  end,  and  that  without  pain  of 
body,  or  trouble  of  fpirit,  I  fhall  fhortly  change, 
this  mortal  and  miferable  life,  with  that  happy  and 
immortal  life  which  fhall  never  have  an  end.”  Af¬ 
ter  one  had  prayed  for  him,  he  was  afked  whether 
he  heard  the  prayer  ?  he  anfwered,  “  Would  to  GodT 
you  had  heard  it  with  fuch  an  ear  and  heart  as  L 
have  done  1  adding,  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit.” 
With  which  words,  without  any  motion  of  hands  or, 
feet,  as  one  falling,  afleep,  rather  than  dying,  he  cn* 
ded  his  life.  ' 

6.  Dr.  Gouge,  when  he  was  old  and  dying  was. 
fore  afftidbed  with  the  (lone,  and  other  painful  mala¬ 
dies  ;  yet  though  by  reafon  of  his  pains  he  was  oft 
heard  to  groan,  he  never  once  grumbled  again!!  the 
difpenfations  of  God. .  He  never  cried  .out,  a  great 
fu3^rerg  but  oft*  a  great  fuiner  ;  .yet  ft  ill  comforted 
himfeif,  that  there  is  a  great  Saviour.-  In  his  great- 
eft  torments  he  would  fay,  “  Well,  .yet  in  all  thefe 
there  is  nothing  of  hell,  or  of  God*s  wrath.  O.  my 
foul,  be  filent,  be  patient :  it  is  thy  God  and  Father 
that  thus  orders  thine  eftate.  Thou  art  his  clay  ; 
he  may  tread  and  trample  upon  thee  as  he  pleafeth  ; 
thoahaft  deferved  much  more.  It  is  enough  that 
ihoaart  kept  oat  of  hell ;  though  thy  pains  be  griev¬ 
ous, 
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«us,- yet  they  are  not  intolerable,  thy  God  affords 
fome  in  ter  millions  ;  he  will  turn  it  to  thy  good,  and 
at  length  put  an  end  to  all ;  and  none  of  thefe  corn- 
forts  can  be  expelled  in  hell.”  In  his  greatefl  pains, 
be  oft  ufed  holy  Job’s  words,  “  Shall  we  receive 
'good  from  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  not  evil  alfo  V9 
When  any  of  his  friends  would  have  comforted  him, 
with  telling  him  of  his  eminent  gifts  and  fervice  in 
the  rniniflry,  he  would  anfwer,  iC  X  dare  not  think 
of  any  fuch  thing  for  comfort:  only  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  what  he  hath  done  and  endured,  is  the  ground 
of  rpy  fure  comfort.”  The  thoughts  of  death  were 
pleafant  to  him,  which  .he  often  termed,  his  befft 
friend,  next  unto  Jefus  Ch'rifi.  And  he  would  blefs 
‘God,  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  die. 

7.  I  have  read  of  another  minifter  under  the  like 
extreme  pains.  When  he- was  afked,  how  he  did  ? 
his  freguent  anfwer  was, 46  The  bufh  always  burnings 
but  not  confumed  ;  though  my  pains  are  above  the 
flrength  of  nature,  yet  they  are  not  above  the  fup- 
ports  of  grace.”  He  would  pray,  “  Lord  drop 
comfort  into  thefe  bitter  waters  of  Marah.  Let  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  which  extinguifheth  the  fire  of 
thine  anger,  allay  ray  burning  pain.  Oh,  if  my  pa¬ 
tience  were  more,  my  pains  would  be  lefs  ;  Lord, 
give  me  patience,  and  inflid:  what  thou  wilt.  This 
is  a  Hery  chariot,  but  it  will  carry  me  to  heaven.  O 
my  God,  break  open  the  prifon  door,  and  fet  my 
poor  captive  foul  .free.:  I. delire  to  be  diffolved,  but 
enable  me  willingly  to  wait  thy  time.”  He  would 
ngain  cry,  “  When  (hall  the  time  come,  that  I  fliall 
^neither  fin  more,  nor  forrow  more ;  Lord,  keep  me 
from  difhonouring  thy  name  by  impatience.  Oh, 
who  would  not,  even  in  burnings,  have  honourable 
thoughts  of  God  i  Lord,  thou  gavefl  me  no  occa- 
fion  to  have  hard  thoughts  of  thee.  Bleffed  be 
God,  for  the  peace  of  mine  inward  man,  when  my 
outward  man  is  fo  full  of  trouble.  This  is  a  bitter 
cup,  but  it  ds  of  my  Father’s  mixing ;  and  (hall  I 
not  then  drink  it 
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8.  Mrs,  jean  Afkew,  who  was  a  martyr  in  king  v 
Henry’s  reign,  to  her  confe (lion  in  Newgate  fhe  thus 
iubfcribed  ;  u  Written  by  me  Jean  Afkew,  that 
neither  wifheth  death.,  nor  feareth  its  might,  and  as 
merry  as  one  bound  towards  heaven.5’  When  the 
chancellor  dent  her  letters  at  the  Hake,  offering  her 
the  king’s  pardon,  if  .fhe  would  recant :  fhe  refuted 
to  look  upon  them,  gave  this  anfwer  :  “  That  fhe 
came  not  hitherto  deny  her  Lord  and  MafterA 

9.  Mr.  James  Rainham,  when  he  was  at  the 
ftake  •  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  burning,  fire,  which  had 
halfconfumed  his  legs  and  arms,  fpake  thefe  words- 
“  O  ye  Papiffs  !  behold  ye  look  for  miracles,  and 
here  now  ye  may  fee  a  /niracle  ;  for  in  this  fire  I 
feel  no  more  pain,  tlian  if  I  were  in  a  bed  of  down  * 
it  is  to  me  as  a  bed  of  rofes.” 

10.  John  Lambert,  as  he  was  burning  in  Smith- 
field,  and  his  legs  vwere  quite  confumed  with  the 
fire,  he  lift  up  his  hands,  his  fingers  flaming  like 
torches,  but  his  heart  abounding  with  comfort,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  “  None  but  Chrift,  >none  but  Chrift.” 

11.  Mr.  Robert  Glover,  a  little  before  his  death, 
had  loft  the  fen fe  of  God’s  favor,  for  which  he  was 
in  great  heavinefs  and  forrow  ;  but  when  he  came 
within  fight  of  the  (lake  at  which  he  was  to  fuffer, 
lie  was  on  a  fudden  fo  filled  with  Givine  comfcrt, 
that,  clapping  his  hands  together,  he  cried  out  to  his 
fervant,  u  He  is  come,  he  is  come  ;T>  and  fo  died  mod 

cheerfully.  #  "  .. 

12.  It  was  a  faying  of  Auguftine,  “  Boughs  rail 

off  trees,  and  ftones  out  of  buildings;  and  why 
ihould  it.  feem  ftrange that  mortal  men  die?” 

13.  Mr.  John  Dodd  had  a  violent  fever,  that  therS 
was  but  little  hope  of  his  life  ;  yet  at  length  his  phy~ 
fician  coming  to  him,  faid,  u  Now  I  have  hope  o. 
your  recovery.”  To  whom  Mr.  Dodd  anfwered. 
You  think  to  ^omfort  me  with  this,  but  you  make 
my  heart  fad.  It  is  as  if  you  fhould  tell  one  who 
had  been  fore  weather-beaten  at  fea>  and  conceiving 

he  was  now  arrived  at  the  heaven  where  his  foul 

longed 
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longed  to  be,  that  he  mud  go  back  again  to  be 
tolled  with  new  winds  and  waves.” 

He  would  often  fay  in  his  Lift  ilckneis,  “  I  am 
not  afraid  to  look  death  in  the  face.  I  can  fay. 
Death  where  is  thy  ding  ?  death  cannot  hurt  me.” 

He  ufed  to  fay,  “  The  knowledge  of  two  things 
would  make  one  willing  to  die,  viz.  What  heaven  is, 
and  that  it  is  mine.”  <(  Yes,  (faid  one)  if  a  man 
were  furfc  of  that.”  To  whom  he  anfwered,  “  Truly 
aifurance  is  to  be  had  ;  and  what  have  we  been  do¬ 
ing  all  this  while  ?” 

borne  others  of  the  fayings  of  this  holy  man  were 
10  pithy  and  remarkable,  I  cannot  pafs  them  here. 

Once  Mr.  Dodd  coming  to  viilt  a  godly  minifter 
on  his  death-bed,  who  was  much  opprelfed  with  mel¬ 
ancholy,  and  complained  to  him,  faying,  “  O  Mr. 
Dodd,  what  will  you  iky  of  him  who  is  going  out  of 
the  world,  and  can  find  no  comfort  ?”  To  whom 
Mr.  Dodd  anfWered,  “  What  will  you  fay  , of  our 
Saviour  Chrift,  who,  when  he  was  p-om?  out  of  the 
world,  found  no  comfort,  but  cried  out  My  God! 
my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  He  faid 
of  aftlidions,  “  they  are  God’s  portions,  which  we 
may  fweeten  by  faith  and  faithful  prayer  ;  but  we, 
for  the  moft  part,  make  them  fetter,  putting  into 
God  s  cup  the  evil  ingredients  of  our  impatience  and 
unbelief.  He  called  death  the  friend  of  grace, 
though  it  be  the  enemy  of  nature  ;  for  whereas  the 
word  facraments  and  prayer,  do  but  weaken  fm, 
death  kihs  it.  He  ufed  to  fay,  “  A  man  is  never 
m  a  hard  condition,  unlefs  he  have  a  hard  heart 
and  cannot  pray.”  He  inftrutted  Chilians  how 

nerCrihaT^  agreat  nor  filing  affliaion, 
and  that  was,  by  looking  upon  the  things  that  are 

not  feen,  which  are  eternal,  2  Cor.  iv.  17,  18.  For 

a  C  ,gref  t0  him  that  counts  the  world 
count  A*  rr*  .W^at  *ian  be  long  to  him,  that  ac~ 
llff  rbu;  a  *pan  long  ?~When  he  faw  a 

fad’  he^ould  fay  as  Jonadab  did  to 
AaHKm>  Art  thou  a  king’s  fon,  and  looked  fo  ill  >»•* 

'*  And' 
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And  when  fuch  complained  to  him  of  their  lodes 
and  erodes,  he  would  life  the  words  of  Eliphaz  to 
Job,  “  Do  the  confolations  of- God  feem  fmall  unto 
you  ?  God  hath  taken.from  you,  your  children,  your 
goods,  &c.  but  he  hath  not  taken  from,  you  himfelf, 
]b.is  Chrift,  nor  his  Spirit,  nor  heaven,  nor  eternal 
Jife.,> 

To  a  friend  of  his  that  rofe  from  a  mean  to  a  great 
eftate,  he  lent  word,  “  That  this  ,was  but  as  if  he 
ihould  go  out  of  a  boat  into  a,  barge  or  flhip  ;  but  he 
ought  ferioufly  to  remember,  that  whilft  he  was  in 
this  world,  he  was  but  upon  the  floating  fea. 

He  oft  laid,  “  That  if  it  were,  lawful  to  envy  any, 
he  would  envy  thofe  that  turn  to  God  in  their  youth, 
whereby  they  efcape.  much  fm,  and  forrow,  -and  are 
like  Jacob,  that  Hole  the  bleffing  betimes.  He  ufed 
to  compare  reproofs  given  in  pailion,  to  fealaing  po¬ 
tions,  which  the  patient .  could  not  take  down:  in 
reproofs,  we ,  fhould .  labour,  foi;  meeknefs  of  wifdom, 
fifing  fort  words  and  hard  arguments. 

He  was  a  mod  popular  minifter,  t  but  much  perfe- 
cuted.  Once  he  took  a  •  journey  to  .fee  his  fhtherdn- 
Jaw,  Mr.  Greenham,  and  to  bemoan  himfelf  to  hpn, 
upon  account  of  his  erodes  .  and  hard  ufage.  Mr. 
Greenham,  having!  heard  all  he  could  fay,  anfwered 
him  thus  :  “  Son, Ton, .  when,  affliction  lieth  heavy, 
fin  lieth  light.”  Mr.  Dodd  ufed  oft  to  blefs  God 
for  this  fpecch,  faying,  “If  Mr.,  Greenham  had  be¬ 
moaned  him  as  he  expe&ed,  he  had  done  him  much 
hurt He  forgot  not  this  faying  in.  his  old  age, 
but  made  excellent  ufe  of  it  for  himfelf  and  others., 
I4.  Oecolampadius,  that  famous  divine  of  Swit¬ 
zerland,  when  lying  on  his  death-bed,  and  being 
afked,  Whether  the  light  did  nof  offend  him  - 
fwered,  pointing,  to  his  bread,  Hicfat  luas,  -  He 
is  abundance  of  ,  light  meaning  of .  comiQrt  :and 

,ioy.  He  afked  one  of  his  friends.  What  news  1  Hi 
friend  aniwered,  none.  I  Then,  faith  he,  I  wn  te 
you  fon;e  news  ;  ,J  fhall  prefently  be  yath  py  Lold 

,  Chrift.  0  ‘  '  v 
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ic.  A  certain  godly  man  palling  through  his  laft 
ficknefs  with  extraordinary  calranefs  of  conference, 
Being  afkecl  By  fome  of  his  friends  about  it,  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  fteadfaftly  fixed  his  heart  upon 
that  fweet  promife,  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  “  Thou  wilt  keep 
him  in  perfect  peace  whofe  mind  is  ftaid  on  thee  \  be- 
caule  he  trufteth  in  thee.”  And  my  God,  laid  he, 
hath  gracioufly  made  it  fully  good  unto  my  foul; 

1 6.°  Mr.  Robert  Bolton,  minifter  at  Broughton, 
well  known  by  his  writings,  in  the  time  of  his  lafl 
ficknefs,  which  was  long  and  fharp,  he  often  breath¬ 
ed  out  thefe  words  :  “  Oh,  when  will  this  good  hour 
come  ?  when  {ball  I  be  diffolved  ?  when  fhall  I  be 
with  Chrift  >”  Being  told,  that  to  be  diflolved  was 
indeed  better  for  him, -yet  it  would  be  better  for  the 
church  that  he  would  flay  here  ;  he  anfwered,  “  If 
I  fhall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will 
bring  me  again,  and  fhew  me  both  it  and  his  habita¬ 
tion  ;  •  but  if  otherwife,  lo,  here  I  am,  let  him  do  what' 
feemeth  him  good  in  his  eyes.”  Being  afked  by  a~ 
nother,  if  he  could  not  be  content  to  live,  if  it  pleaf- 
ed  God  ?  he  anfwered,  “  I  grant  that  life  is  a  great 
bleffing  of  God,  neither  will  I  neglecft  any  means  that 
may  preferve  it ;  and  do  heartily  fubmit  to  God’s 
will ;  but  of  the  two,  I  infinitely  define  more  to  be 
dftfolved,  and  to  be  with  Ohrid.”  file  bade  all  that 
came  to  fee  him,  make  fure  of  Chrift  before  they  came 
to  die,  and  look  upon  the  world  now  as  a  lump  of 
vanity.  He  encouraged  the  minifters  that  came  to 
him,  to  be  diligent  and  courageous  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  faint  nor  droop  for  any  afflic¬ 
tion  that  fhould  arife  thereupon. 

When  he  found  himfelf  very  weak,  he  called  for 
his  wife  and  children,  He  defired  her  to  bear  his 
diffolution,*  which  was  now  at  hand,  with  a  Chriftian 
fortitude,  a  thing  he  had  been  preparing  her  for  by 
the  fpace  of  twenty  -years  ;  and  bade  her  make  no 
doubt  but  fhe  fhould  meet  him  again  in  heaven.  He 
exhorted  his  children  to  remember  thefe  things  he 
had  frequently  told  them  before  ;  adding,  “  That  he 
;  *  hoped 
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hoped  and  believed,  that  none  of.  them  durP  think 
£™e,f  ‘m  ^ that  great  tribUnal  in  an  ^regenerate 

Some  of  his  parifh  coming  to  watch  with  him,  it 
v/as  moved,  that  as  by  his  doCfrine  he  had  difeovered 
to  them  the  exceeding  comforts  that  were  in  Chrirt, 
io  ne  would  now  tell  them  what  he  felt  in  his  own 
^  Alas,  faid  he,  do  you  look  for  that  of  me 
now,  that  wants  breath  and  ikength  to  fpeak  ?  I 
have  told  you  enough  in  my  miniftry  ;  but  yet  to  fat- 
isiy  you,  1  am,  by  the  wonderful  mercies  of  God-,  as 
full  of  comfort  as  my  heart  can  hold  ;  and  I  feel 
nothing  in  my  foul  butChrift,  with  whom  I  heartily 
dehre  to  bed7  And  observing  lbme  weeping,  he 
oo^ed  to  them  and  faid,  (i  Oh,  what  a  deal  ado  there 
is  before  one  can  die.” 

When  the  pangs  of  death  were  upon  him,  being 
told,  that  fome  oi  his  dear  friends  were  about  him^ 
to  take  their  laft  farewel,  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
raifed  up  in  his  bed  ;  and  after  a  few  gafpings  for 
breath,  he  faid,  “  I  am  now  drawing  on<  apace  Ho 
my  diftolution  ;  hold  duty  faith  and  patience,  your, 
work  will  fpeedily  be  at  an  end.”  And  then  fhaking 
them  all  by  the  hands, he  prayed  heartily  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  them  and  defired  them  to  make  fure  of  heav¬ 
en,  and  to  bear  in  mind  what  he-.  If  ad  formerly  told: 
them  in  his  miniftry,  protelling  to  them,  that  the 
dodlrine  he  had  preached  to  them  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty  years  was  rh.  truth  of  God,  as  he  lhould  an- 
fwer  it  at  the  tribunal  of  Chr.ift,  before  whom  he 
lhould  ihortly  appear. 

When  he  was  ft  niggling  with  death,  a  very  dear 
friend  taking  him  by  the  hand,  alked  him  if  he  felt 
not  match  pain  ?  “  Truly  no  (laid  he)  the  greateft;  I 
feel  is  your  cold  hand.” 

17.  Mr.  John  Holland,  a  Godly  minifter,  con¬ 
tinued  his  ufual  pra&ice  of  expounding  the  feripture 
in  his  family  to  the  laft  ;  and  the  day  before  his 
death  he  called  for  a  Bible,  and  cauiing  another  to 

read  the  1 8th  chapter  of  Romans,  he  difeaurfed  up- 
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on  ft,  verfe  by  verfe  ;  but  on  a  fuddert  he  faid,  “  O 
ftay  your  reading  ;  what  brightnefs  is  this  1  fee  ! 
have  you  lighted  up  any  candle  ?  A  (lander  by  faid' 
mo,  it  is  the  fun-fhine,  (for  it  was  about  five  o’clock 
in  a  clear  fummer’s  evening)  “  Sun-fhine,  faid  he, 
nay,  it  is  my  Saviour’s  funfhine.  Now  farewel  world  ; 
Welcome  heaven  ;  the  day  ftar  from  on  high  hath 
vifited  my  heart :  O  fpeak  it  when  I  am  gone,  and 
preach  it  at  my  funeral  ;  God  dealeth  familiarly 
with  man  ;  I  feel  his  mercy,  I  fee  his  majefly;  wheth¬ 
er  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell,  God 
"he  knoweth  ;  but  I  fee  things  that  are  unutterable. ” 
And  inJthis  rapture  he^  continued  till  he  died. 

1 8.  I  knew  not  long  ago,  an  eminently  godly  man 
G.  M-  that  fell  into  feveral  fu«h  extraordinary  rap¬ 
tures  fometime  before-  his  death,  fuch  as  his  bodily 
(Length  and  fpirit  were  -  not  able  to  fuppcrt  under*- 
though  he  had  no  ficknefs.  Sometimes  he  was  fo 
fvyallowed  up  and  overcome  by  the  manifeftations  of 
God’s  love  to  his  foul,  that  his  words  could  not  be 
well  underftood  |  his  natural,  colour,*  heat,  and; 
(Length,  would  fo  go  off,. that  all  about  him  would 
conclude  him  to  bo  dying  r  but  when  he  was  able  to 
get  words  uttered,  they -were  fo^  heavenly  and  ra-viih- 
ing  concerning :  the  love  of  rtf  h  rift,  and  freedom  of 
grace,  that  by- danders  could  not  hear  him  without 
weeping.  Sometimes  rninifters',  when  they  came  to 
vifit  him,  and  found  hirrrin  thefe  raptures,  were  for¬ 
ced  to  turn  all  their  pray  ers  in  his  behalf  into  praifes ; 
except  fome  petitions  they  would  put  up  to  God, 
•‘•That  he  might  gracioufly  fpare  and  be  tender  of 
his  weak  body,  and  enable  him  to  bear  that  load'  of 
lo  v  i  n  g  4:  i  n  d  n e fs  God  was  pleafed-todet  out  to  him> 
and  which  his  prefent  bodily,  (Length  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  for.’’  Yea,  they  would  be  put  to  cry,  «  Lord, 
if  it  be  thy  will,  hold  thy  hand,  for  he  is  but  ha  clay' 
yeffel ;  this  new  wine  will  burti  the  old  bottle  ;  pre- 
ierve  him  in  life  as  a  monument  of  therHch  gracemf 
God,  tor  the  conviction  of  Atheifts  and-  c^arnal  peo- 
pie,  and  for  the  confirmation  of ithe  faith  of  the  chi-1- 
drep  of  God.j;— Sometimes  he  would  cry  in  abrupt 

?  2  exprcffions, 
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cxipreffions,  O  angels!  help  me  to  praife  him!  O 

faints  admire  his  love,  and  wonder  at  him _ Again,, 

O  flames  of  love  !  my  foul  feeth  Chrift  !  the  heavens 
open  !  I  fee  a  throne,  and  the  Lamb  in  the  midft  of 
thz  throne  !  O  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?  my  foul 
breathes,  breaches  towards  him  !  my  fpirit  is  exhaled 
out  of  me  by  the  raanifeftations  of  God  !? — He  uf- 
cd  frequently  to  fay  with  a  heavenly  air  to  his  friends, 
O  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  ? — When  his  ecftacy  did 
fomewhat  abate,  fo  that  he  attained  a  pleafant  calm- 
nefs  of  thought,  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  he  would  dif- 
courfe  of  the  myfteries-oi  religion,  the  electing  love 
of  God,  the  freedom  of  grace,  the  unfearchable  rich-* 
es  of  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  contrivance  of  redemp¬ 
tion  through  his  death  and  facrifice  ;  I  fay,  he  would 
talk  of  thefe  things  more  like  an  angel  than  a  man. 
For  fuch  was  his  heavenly  eloquence,  fluency  of 
words,  and  facility  of  fpeaking  upon  thefe  fubjecls, 
(which  otherwife  was  not  natural  to  him),  that  thefe 
who  came  to  fee  him  were  exceedingly  furprifed  and 
aftonifhed  to  hear  him.  His  body  gradually  weak- 
\  ened  under  thefe  raptures  of  fpirit,  and  he  longed 
much  to  be  off  the  world,  becaufe  he  thought  he 
could  be  fo  little  ufeful  in  it  for  advancing  God’s  hon¬ 
or.  He  reckoned  hixhfelf  bound  to  improve  the 
ihort  time  he  was  like  to  have  here,  in  commending: 
Chrift  and  religion  to  all  that  he  had  accefs  to,  arbd 
alfo  to  admonifh  them  of  any  thing  he  knew  amifs 
in  them,  which  he  did  mod  convincingly.  And 
Iiaving  oecalion  to-fee  fome  who  vilipended  the  ef- 
tablifhed  church  and  the  ordinances,  and  told  them, 
that  from  his  own  iwect  experience* he  could  fry,  that 
God  was  to  be  found  . in  them.- — He  feemed  to  have 
fin  wonderfully  mortified  ;  for  he  complained  of  no 
other  heart-pleague  but  felf,  and  it  was  his  great  ex- 
crcife  to  get  felf  wholly  fubdued  ;  he  purfued  it 
through  many  of  its  windings  and  lurking-places, 
and  after  all  he  would  regret  his  little  fuccefs  again  ft 
it.”  For  (faid  he)  when  I  am  in  my  moft  elevated 
frames?  and  admitted  to  theneareft  accefs  to  my  Re. 

.u/-  4  , .  deemer? 
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deemcr,  thatfubtle  enemy  felf  will  enter  in  with  me* 
and  offer  to  pull  the  crown  off  his  head  before  my 
face.,, 

Once  after  hearing  a  fermon  on  Pfah  lxxx\'.  8* 
«<  I  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeaky”  he 
broke  out  in  a  rapturous  difeourfe  to  one  that  came 
to  fee  him,  blefiing  God  that  he  had  fpoketo  him  in* 
that  fermon.  * 66  And  O  (faid  he)  what  am  I,  that 
the  Rock  of  Ifrael  fhould  have  fpoke  tome  thefe  three 
fermon-days  bygone,  affuriiig  me  that  all  my  fins  are 
forgiven!  What  am  I,  a  vile  worm,  that  he  fhould 
befo  kind  and  eondefeending,.  as  to  difeover  Ohrid, 
and  heaven  in  fuch  a  manner  to  me,,  and  allure  me 
that  I  will  fhortly  be  with  him  !  Oh  I  thought  that  l 
had  linned  him  away  from  me, .but  I  fee  he  will  not 
bide  away  l  O  admirable  free  grace  !  O  help  me  to 
praife  him  !” 

When  death  drew  near,  there  was  fome  alteration 
in  his  cafe  !  yet  he  never  queftioned  his  intereft  in 
Chrift  ;  but  ftill  afferted,.  “  I  know  he  is  my  God 
and  my  Redeemer,  and  I  will  fhortly  be  with  him.’* 
And  once  when  he  was  ready  to  complain  for  want 
of  God’s  wonted  manifeftations,  he  faid,“  The  Lord 
knew  his  body  was  now  weak,,  and  could  not  bear 
what  formerly  he  had  met  with,  yet  (faid  he)  glory 
to  his  name,  he  hath  given  me  three  blinks  fince  my 
laft  illnefs  began.’* 

19.  Dr.  Harris,  head  of  Trinity-college  in  Oxford, 
in  his  laft  ficknefs  ufed  to  exhort  all  about  him  to  get 
faith  above  all  things.  “  It  is  (faid  he)  your  victory, 
your  peace,  your  life,  your  crown,  and  your  chiefelt 
piece  of  fpiritual  armour.  Howbeit,  get  on  all  other 
piece,  and- go  forth  in  the  Lord’s  might :  Stand  to 
the  fight,  and  the  iffue  fhall  be  glorious.  Only  forget 
not  to  call  in  the  help  of  your  General.  Do  all 
fr<  m  him  and  under  him.’* — On  the  Lord’s  days 
he  would  not  have  any  keptfromtheordinances  upon 
his  account ;  and,  when  they  returned  from  the  fer- 
mons,  he  would  fay  to  them,  “  Come,  what  have 
you  for  me  l ”  And  when  any  gave  hi xn  account  of 

what 
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what  they  have  heard,  he  would  -reTume  the  heads- 
thereof  and.  fay,  “  O  what  excellent  truths  are  thefe ! 
Lay  them  up  carefully,  for  you  will  have  need  of 
them.”: — When  friends  came  to  vifit  him,  he  would 
lay,  “  I  cannot- fpeak,  but  I  can  hear.”  Being  afk- 
ed,  where  his  ccmiortlay  ?  fjeanfwered,  “In  Chrift, 
and  in  the  free  grace  of  God.” 

One-telling  him,  that  he  might  take  much  comfort' 
in  his  labours,  and  the  good  he  had  done;  his  an-' 
fwer  was,  “  All  is  nothing  without  a  Saviour,'  with¬ 
out  him  my  bell  works  would  condemn  me.  Oh, 
I  am  afliamed  of  them,-  they  are  fo  mixed  with  fin. 
I  have  done  nothing  for  God  as  I  ought. — Oh, 
lois  of  rime  fits  very  heavy  upon  my  fpirit.  Work, 
work  apace;  affure  yourfelves  -  nothing  will  more- 
troubie  you  v/hen  you  come  to  die,  than  that  you 
have  done  no  more  for  God,  who  hath  done  fo  much 
lor  you.  .  ’ .  , .  L  v 

Sometimes  he  fifed  thus  to  breathe  out  himfelf, 

1  never  in  all  my  life  faw  the  worth  of  a  Chrift,  nor 
tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  God?s  love  in  that  meafure  as  - 
now  I  do.” — Being  afk-ed'  by  minifters,  what  they 
hould  chiefly.  requefl  for  him  ? "he*  anfwered,  “  Do 5 
not  only  pray  for  me,  but  praife  God  that  he  fup- 
ports  me,  and  keeps  off  Satan  from  me  in  ray  weak-- 
nefs  ;  beg  that  I  may  hold  out.  I  am  now  a  good? 
way  home,  near  the  Ihore,  1  leave  yon  tolling  on  the - 
fea  ;  Oh,  it  is  a  good  time  to- die  in.” 

In  all  the  letter- wills  which  he  made,  he  took  care  * 
this  legacy  fhould  Hill  be  inferred  ;  “  TAw,  I  be¬ 
queath  to  all  my  children,  and  to  their  chidren’s 
children,  to  each  of  them  a -Bible,  with  this  infcrip-- 
tion,  None  but  Chrift.”  He  ufed  to  fay,  “  It  is  a: 
hard  thing  for  a  faint  to  forgive  himfelf  fome  faults, „» 
when  God  hath  forgiven  them.” 

20.  David  Chitrseus,  when  he  lay  a-dying,  lift  up 
his  head  from  the  pillow  to  hear  the  difcourfes  of  his  - 
friends  that  fat  by  him,  and  faid,  “  That  he  fhould 
die  with  the  greater  comfort;  if  he  might  die  learn¬ 
ing  fomsthing/* 

21.  Mr, 
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2 1.  Mr. Cooper,  when  a-dying  faid,  f*  I  faw  net  my 
children  when  they  were  in  the  womb,  yet  there  the 
Lord  fad  them  without  my  care  or-  knowledge.  F 
fhall  not  fee  them  when  I  go  out  of  ■  the  body,  yet 
.fhall  thev  not  want  a  father,”  Again,  death  is- 
fb  me  what*  driery,,  and  the  ftreams  of  that  Jordon - 
between  us  and  our  Canaan  run  furioufly,  but  they 
Rand  dill  when  the  ark  comes.55  ’ 

22.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Halyburton,  that  fhining 
light  in  St*.  Andrews,  when  a-dying  commended  1 
Chrift  and  godlinefs  with  great  earneftnefs,  to  all 
that  came,  to  fee  him.  He  exhorted  his  brethren 

X 

to  diligence  in  the  miniRry.  u  It  was  the  delight  of 
my  heart  (faid  he)  to  preadi  the  gofpel  defired  to  1 
decreafe,  that  the  Bridegroom  might  increafe  ;  and 
to  be  nothing,  that  he  might  be  all,'.  I  repent  I  did 
not  more  for  him.  O  that  I  had  the  tongues  of  men 
and  angels,  to  praife  him  !°  When  he  was  advifed 
to  lie  quiet,  he  faid,  “  Whereon  fhould  a  man  be* 
flow  his  lad  breath,  but  in  commending  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  God  clothed  in-our,nature,  dying  for  our; 
fins  ?,,r 

He  caufed  read  ,  one  of  Mr.  Rutherfod’s  letters* 
viz.  that  to  Mr..  John  Mein,  and  thereafter  faid, 

“  That  is  a  book  I  would  comm  end  to  you  all,  there 
k  more  pradfeal  religion  in  that  letter,  than  in  a 
book  of  a  larger  volume.55' 

He  exhorted,  fome  minifters  that  came  to  fee  hirn 
to  faithfulnefs.  “  As  for  the  work  of  the  minidry* 
(faid  he,)  it  was  my  deliberate  choice,  were  my  days 
lengthened  out  much,  more,-  and  days  as  trouble- 
fome.as  they  are  like  to  be, X’ would  rather  beacon- 
temned  mirhfter  of  God,  than  the  greateft  prince  oii 
earth.” — He  faid,  when  taking,  farewel  of  l>is  wife^ 
children  and  fervants,  “  Here  is  a  demonftration  of 
the  reality  of  religion,  that  l  a  poor,  weak,  timorous^ 
man,  as  much  afraid  of  death  as  any,  am  now  ena* 
hled,by  the  power  of  grace,  compofedly  and  with  joy; 
to  look  death  in. the  face.  I  dire  look  itrin  the  face* 
in  its  moft  ghaftly  {Rape,  and  hope  within  a  little  to*’ 

have. 
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have  the  vi&ory.  I  cannot  but  commend  the  Lord 
Jefus.  As  far  as  rny  word  will-go, -Lmuft  pro--* 
'claim  it,  he  is  the  beft  mailer  that  ever  I  fa  *.”  T# 
his  fon  who  was  a  child,  he  faid,  “  If  I  had  as  many, 
fons  as  there  are  hairs  in  your  head,  I  would  beftow 
them  all  on  God” — To  fome  prefent  he  faid,  *s  O  - 
Sirs,  I  dread  mightily  that  a  rational  fort  of  religion 
is  coming  in  amongms  ;  I  mean  by  it,  a  religion- 
that  confifts  in  a  bare  attendance  on  outward  duties 
and  ordinances,  without  the  power  of  godlinefs  %■. 
and  thence  people  (hall  fall  into  a  way  of  ferving 
God,  which  is  mere  Deifm,  having  no  relation  to 
Chrift  Jefus  and  the  .fpirit  of  God.” — He  exprefled 
his  fears  of  a  dorm  coming  on  the  church  of  Scot¬ 
land  ;  but  he  faid, u  The  day  would  break, and  the. 
Lord  would  arife,and  he  hopedthe  church  would  be^ 
made  a  wonder*’  and  the  Lord  will  fay,  Lo,  this* 
people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf ;  he  can  make  a, 
nation  to  be  born  at  once.”  He  cried  often  with  the- 
fpoufe  in  the  fong,  “  When  fhall  the  day  break,  and^ 
the  fhadows  fly  away  ?  Turn  my  beloved,  and  be 
thou  as  a  roe,  or  a  young  hart  on  the  mountains  of- 

ether.”  ‘ 

He  faid,  “  Shall  I  forget  Zion  ?  Nay,  let  my  right 
Hand  forget  her  cunning,  if  I  prefer  not  Jerufalerrr 
to  my  chiefeft  joy. *  O  to  have  God  returning  to 
this  church,  and  his  work  going  on  in  the  world  j  if; 
every  drop  of  my  blood,  every  bit  of  my  body,  every 
hair  of  my  head,  were  ;  all  men  ;  they  fhouki  all  go 
to  the  fire  to  have  this  going  on.” — He  faid,  “  If 
I -would  fay,  that  L  would  fp.eak  no  more,  in  the1 
name  of  the  Lord,  jt  would:  be- like  a  Are  within  me. 

I  am  calling  you  to  fee  . a  miracle,  God  is  melting  me 
down  into  corruption  and  dull:,  and  yet  he  is  keep¬ 
ing  me  in  a  calm. — Lcould  not  believe  that  I  would 
Have  borne,  and  borne  cheerfully ’this  rod  fo  long  ; 
this  is  a  miracle,  pain  without  pain  ;  and  this  is  not 
a  fancy, of  a  man  difordered  in  his  brain,  but  of  one 
lying  in  full  compofure.  O  bleiTed  be  God,  that. 

ever  I  was  born-  I  have  a  father  and  mother  and* 

ten 
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ten  brethren  and  fitters  in, heaven,  and  I  ftiall  he  the 
eleventh.  I  fhall  fhortly  be  at  that  glory  that  I  have 
been  long  expecting.  Though, I  come  not  near  Mr- 
Shield’s  glory,  nor  Mr.  Anderfon’s,  yet  I  will  be 
well  enough  if  j  win  it*  .Worthy  *  is  the  lamb  to  re¬ 
ceive  glory.”  „  ,  .  r  ,  . 

23.  Mr.  Hugh  Mack  a  ill,  in  his  fpeeeh  before  his 

death,  faith,  “  1  have  etteemed  the  folemn  engage¬ 
ments  of  this  nation  to  the  Lord,  pregnant  perform¬ 
ances  of  that  promife,  Iia.  xltv.  50  where  it  is  evident 
that  where  church  reformations  come  to  any  maturi¬ 
ty,  they  arrive  at  this  degree  of  faying,  I  am  the 
Lord’s,  ,and  fubfcribing  with  the  hand  unto  the 
Lord.  So  was  it  in  the  days  of  the  reforming  kings 
of  Judah,  and  after  the  reft  oration  from  the  captivi¬ 
ty  of  Babylon  in  the  days  of  Nehemiah.  This  fame 
promile  did  the  Lord  Jefus  make  yea  and  amen  to 
us,  when  he  redeemed  us  from  fpiritual  Babylon— 
1  glorify  him,'  that  he  hath  called  me  forth  to  fuffer 
for  his  name  and  ordinances,  and  the  folemn  en- 
gagements  of  the  land  to  him.  Hereafter  I  will 
not  talk  with  flefh  and  blood,  nor  think  on  the  world*s 
oonfolations.  Farewel  all  my  friends,  whofe  com¬ 
pany  hath  been  refreihful  to  me  in  my  pilgrimage. 
I  have  done  with  the  light  of  the  fun  and  moon. 
Welcome  eternal  life,  everlafting  love,  everlafting 
praife,  everlafting  glory.  Praife  to  him  that  fits  up¬ 
on  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb  forever.” 

24I  The  famous  Mr.  Durham  being  vifited  by  a 
ininifter  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  which  was  long  and  lin¬ 
gering,  who  faid  to  him,  fir,  I  hope  you  have  fo  fet 
all  in  order,  that  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  but 
die.  “  I  blefs  God  (faid  Mr.  Durham)  I  hare  not 
had  that  to  do  neither  thefe  many  years. 

25.  Mr.  Rowland  Nevet,  his  dying  prayer  for  his 
children  was  that  the  Mediator’s  bleffing  might  be 
the  portion  ,of  every  on®  of  them.  Adding  to  them, 
I  chafge  you  all,  fee  to  it,  that  you  meet  me  on  the 
right  hand  of  Chrift  at  the' great  d$y.  When  he 
.was  fometizttesimuch  {pent  with,  his  labours  he  would 

appeal 


1 80  Man's  Companion. 

appeal  to  God,  that  though  he  might  be  wearied  in 
nis  lervice,  he  would  never  be  weary  *  of  it  Bein^ 
'  oft  tempered  in  his  body,  he  -  would  fay,  he  was 
never  Better  than  m  the  pulpit,  and  that  it  was  the 
belt  place  that  he  could  wifh  to  die  in. 

26.  Mr.  Philip  Henry,  when  a-dying,  his  pains 
-  were  very  fharp,he  faid  to  his  neighbours. who  came 

to  fee  .him,  O  make  fare  work  for  your  fouls  by  get- 

‘in,  *mtere^  *n  ^rid,  while  you  are  in  health  ;  for 
it  1  had  that  wokrto  do  now,  what  would  come  of 
.me.  A  3 it ide  before  his  lad  illncfs  he  <wrote  to  a  rev¬ 
erend  brother,  “  Methinks  it  is  drange,  that  it  fhould 
be  your  lot  and  mine  to  abide  fo  long  on  earth  by  the 
dluiT,  when  fo  many  of  our  friends  are  dividing  the 
fpoil  above  ;  but  God  will  have  it  fo  ;  and  to  be 
Willing  to  live  in  obedience  to  his  holy  will,  is  as  true 
an  a&  of  grace  as  to  be  willing  to  die  when  he  calls.” 
Qneafking  him  how. he  did,  he  anfwered,  “ I  find 
the  chips  fly  off  apace,  the  tree  will  be  down  fhortly.” 
.He  was  fometimes  taken  with  fainting  fits,  which 
when  he  recovered  from,  he  would  fay,  “  Dying  is 
out  a  little  more.”  Once  he  faid  after  recovery, 
“Well  I  thought  I  had  been  putting  into  the  har¬ 
bour,  but  I  find  I  mud  yet  to  fea  again.” 

27.  Mr.  Matthew  Henry,  his  death  was  fome- 
what  fudden,  he  faid  a  little  before  it,  tofome  about 
him,  “  ^  ou  have  been  11  fed  to  take  notice  of  the  fay- 
ings  of  dying  men  ;  this  is  mine,  That  a  life  fpent 
in  thefervice  of  God,  and  communion  with  him,  is 
the  mod  comfortable  and  pleaTant  life  that  any 
one  can  live  in  this  world.” 

28.  Holy  and  learned  Mr.  Rutherford,  a  little  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  let  a  written  tedimony  to  our  cove¬ 
nanted  work  of  reformation  ;  and  therein  he  proves 
the  warrantablenefs  of  nations  entering  into  cove¬ 
nant  with  God  under  the  New  Tedament  times,  and 
fkews,  that  this  pradice  is  the  accomplifliment  of 
feveral  Old-Tedament  prophedes,  fuch  as  Jer.  1.  4. 
5.  ID.  ii.  3.  Zech.  viii.  2.  Ifa.  xix.  23,  24,  25. 
which  relate  to  gofpel- times.  And  when  he  wa 4 
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dying,  he  lent  feveral  meflages  to  the  prefbytery  oi 
St.  Andrews,  defiring  them  to  adhere  to  God’s 
cauie  and  covenant. — In  his  ficknefs  he  oft  broke 
out  in  facred  raptures,  extolling  and  commending 
the  Lprd  Jefus,  whom  he  often  called  his  bleiTed 
Mailer,  his  kingly  King.  When  his  death  drew 
near,  he  laid,  I  fhall  fhine,  I  fhn.ll  fee  him  as  he  is,  I 
lhall  fee  him  reign,  and  all  his  fair  company  witn 
him,  and  I  (hail  have  my  large  fhare  :  my  eyes  (halt 
fee  my  Redeemer,  thefe  very  eyes  of  mine,  and  no 
other  for  ine.” — When  exhorting  one  to  be  diligent 
in  feeking  God,  he  faid,  u  It  is  no  eafy  thing  to  he  a 
Chriftian  ;  hut  for  me,  I  have  gotten  the  vi&ory, 
and  Ohrid  is  holding  out  both  his  arms  to  embrace 
me.” — He  was  wonderfully  flrengthened  again  ft 
the  fears  of  fufFering  and  of  death,  “  For,”  fays  he, 

“  I  faid  to  the  Xiofd,  if  he  fliould  flay  me  five  thou- 
find  times,  X  would  truft  in  him  ;  and  I  fpoke  it 
with  much  trembling,  fearing  I  fhould  not  make, 
my  heart  good.  But  as  really  as  ever  he  fpoke  to 
me  by  his  Spirit,  he  witneffed  unto  my  heart,  that 
his  grace  fhould  be  fufficient  for  me.” — -He  faid  to 
fome  minifters  that  came  to  Tee  him,  “  My  Lord 
and  Mafteris  the  chief  of  ten  thoufand  of  thoufands, 
none  is  comparable  to  him  in  heaven  or  in  earth. 
Dear  brethren,  do  all  for  him,  pray  for  Chrifi:, 
preach  for  (Thrift,  feed  the  flock  Committed  to  your 
charge  , for  Chrift  ;  vifit  and  catechife  for  Chrift  ; 
do  all  for  Chrift,  and  beware  of  man-pleafing.  Feed 
the  flock  out  of  love,  the  chief  fhepherd  will  appear 
ftiortly.” - Once  when  he  recovered  from  a  faint¬ 

ing  fit,  he  Paid,  “  I  feel,  I  feel,  I  believe,  I  enjoy,  I 
n^ice,  I  feed  on  manna.” — As  he  took  a  little 
wine  in  a  fpoon,  Mr.  Robert  Blair  faid  to  him.  You 
feed  on  the  dainties  of  heaven,  and  think  nothing  of 
pur  cordials  on  earth.  He  anfwered  they  are  all  \ 
but  dung,  yet  they  are  ChrifiTs  creatures,  and  in  o- 
bedience  to  his  command,  I  take  them. — After  fome 
difeourfe  Mr.  Blair  faid  to  him,  What  think  you  now 
oi  Chrift  ?  to  which  he  replied,  I  fliall  live  and  a* 
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dore  him  ;  glory,  glory,  to  my  Creator,,  and  to  my 
.Redeemer  forever.  Glory  fnines  jn '  Emmanuel's 
land. — Afterwards  he  faid,  O  that  my  brethren  did 
know  what  a  mailer  I  have  ferv.ed,.  and  what  peace 
I  have  this  day  !  I  ftiail  fleep  in  Ch rift,  and  when 
I  awake  I  fhall  be  fatisfied  with  his  PheneCs.”  Then 
he  faid  this -night  lhall.clofe  the  door,  and  put  my 
anchor  within  ,the<  veil  ;  I  fhall  go.  away  in  a  deep 
by  five  o’clock  in,  the  morning  .  which  exadiy 
fell  out.  That,  night,  though  he, was.  very  weak, 
.he  oft  had.  this  expreflion,  O  for  arms  to  embrace 
him  !  Q  for,  a- well-tuned  harp  ! 

When  feme  fpoke  to  him  offois  former  painfulnefs 
.find  faitfifulnefs  in  the  works  of  God  ;  he  faid,  “  J 
(  difclaim,  all  that  ;  the  port  I  would  be  in  at,  is  re¬ 
demption  and  forgivenefs  of  fins  through  his  blood.” 
His  laft  words  were,  “  Glory,  glory  dwelleth  in 
Emmanuel’s,  land.” 

29.  Hugh  Kennedy,  provofoof  Ayr,  when  he  was 
a  dying,  a  minifter  faid  to  him,  You  have  caufe,  Sir, 
to  be  allured  that  the  angels  of  God  are  now  wait¬ 
ing  at  the  floups  of  this  bed  to  convey  your  foul  to 
Abraham's  bofom  :  to  whom  his  anfwer  was,  “  I 
am  fare  thereof ;  and  if  the  walls  of  this  houfe  could 
•fpeak,  thev  could  tell  how.  many  fweet  days  I  have 
had  in  fellowfhip  with  God,  and  how  familiar  be 
hath  been  with  myTo.ul  He  was  one  of  the  great- 
eft  wre filers-  with  God  that  was  in  the  age  wherein 
fee  lived,  and  had  mod  remarkable  returns  of  prayer. 
The  great  Mr.  Welfh,  in  a  letter  from  France,  faid 
to  him,  “  Happy  is  that  city,  yea,  happy.is  that  na¬ 
tion,  that  hath  a  Hugh  Kennedy  in  jt ;  I  have^my- 
felf  certainly  found  the  anfwers  of  his  prayers  from 

the  Lord  in  my  behalf/”  . 

20.  The  great  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  mintfter  or  Edin¬ 
burgh,  "when  dying  through. weaknefs  and  old  age, 
bein,  afleed  by  one  of  his' friends,  How  matters,  flood 
row  betwixt  God  and  his  foul?  anfwered, ‘‘Vlien  I 
Was  young,  I  .was  diligent,  arid  lived  by  faith  on  the 

Son  Of  God':  Hit  now  I  am  old,  and  not  able  to  do 

; '  to 


Ajjlicltd  Man's  Companion*  183 

xo  much  ;  yet  he  condefcends  to  feed  me  with  lumps 
offenfe.”  That  morning  before  he' died,  he  came 
tobreakfaft  at  Ifs  table,  and  having  eat,  as  he  ufed, 
ohe  fingle  egg  •  he  faid  to  his  daughter,  I  trunk  I 
am  yet  hungry,  you  may  bring  me  another.  But 
prefently  he  fell  into  a  deep  meditation  ;  and  having' 
niufed  a  while,  he  faid,  “  Hold,  daughter,  hold,  my 
Matter  cads'  me With  thefe  words  his  fight 
failed  him,  whereupon  he  called  for  the  Bible  ;  but 
finding  his  fight  gone,  he  faid,  “  Caft  me  up  the 
eighth  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  and  fet 
my  finger  on  thefe  words,  ‘  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  &c.  ttiall  be  able 
to  feparate  me  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord.*  Now,  faith  he,  is  my  fin¬ 
ger  upon  them  ?  they  told  him  it  was.  Then,  with¬ 
out  any  more,  he  faid,  “  Now  God  be  with  you,  my 
children,  I  have  breakfatted  with  you,  and  fhall  fup 
with  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  this  night.”  And  fo  gave 
up  the  ghoft. 

31.  John  Stewart,  provoft  of  Ayr,  was  a  fmgtu 
,!arly  pious  man  ;  yet  when  he  lay  a-dying,  he  faid 
to  fome  about  him,  “  I  go  the  way  of  all  flefh,  and 
it  may  be  fome  of  you  doubt  nothing  of  my  Well¬ 
being  :  yea,  I  teftify,  that  except  when  I  flept,  cr 
was  on  bufinefs,  I  was  not  thefe  ten  years  without 
thoughts  of  God,  fo  long  as  d  could  be  in  going 
from  my  houfe  to  the  crofs  ;  and  yet  I  doubt  myfelf, 
and  am  in  great  agony,  yea,  at  the  brink  of  defpair.” 
But  a  day  or  two  before  he  died,  he  turned  his  face" 
to  the  wall  from  company  for  two  hours.  Then  Mr. 
Jergufbn  the  minifter  coming  in,  afeed  what  he  was 
a-doing?  upon  which  he  turned  himfelf,  with  thefe 
Words,  “  I  have  been  fighting  and  working  out  my 
falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  and  now  I  blefs 

God,  it  is  perfe&ed,  fealed,  confirmed,  and  all  fears 
are  gone.” 

32.  Luther,  when  he  fell  ttek,  made  his  will,  in 
which  he  bequeathed  his  deteftation  of  Popery  to  his 

friends, 
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friends,  and  to  the  paftors  cf  the  church,  having  be¬ 
fore  made  this  verfe, 

Ftftis,  cram  vivus,  moriens  ero  mors  tua,  Papa. 

In  his  laft  will,  he  faith,  “  O  Lord  God,  I  thahk 
thee  that  thou  would  it  have  me  live  a  poor  and  indi¬ 
gent  perfon  upon  earth.  I  have  neither  houfe  nor 
lands,  nor  poffeftions,  nor  money,  to  leave.  Thou, 
Lord,  had  given  me  wife  and  children  ;  them,  Lord, 
I  give  back  unto  thee.  Nourifh,  mftrud,  and  keep 
them.  O  thou  the  Father  of  orphans,  and  judge  of 
the  widows,  as  thou  haft  done  to  me,  fo  do  to  them.” 

In  his  laft  prayer,  Feb.  18th,  15 46,  he  hath  thefe 
words  :  “  I  pray  God  to  preferve  his  gofpel  among 
us  ;  for  the  Pope,  and  the  Council  of  Trent,  have 
grievous  things  in  hand.  O  heavenly  father,  I  give 
thee  thanks  that  thou  haft  revealed  to  me  thy  fon  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  whom  I  believe,  whom  I  profefs,  whom  I 
glorify,  and  whom  the  Pope  and  the  root  of  the  wick¬ 
ed  perfecute  and  difhonour.”  Mr.  Fox  faith  of  Lu¬ 
ther,  “  That  a  poor  friar  fhould  be  able  to  ftand  a- 
gainft  the  Pope  was  a  great  miracle  ;  that  he  fhould 
prevail  againft  the  Pope  was  a  greater  ;  and  after  all. 
to  die  in  peace,  having  fo  many  enemies,  was  the 

greateft  of  all.”  : 

3^  Mr.  Jofeph  Allein,  a  mod  painful,  laborious 

mini  ft  er,  being  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  arms  and 
legs  before  his  death,  was  afked  by  a  friend,  how  he 
could  be  fo  well  contented  to  lie  fo  long  in  that  con¬ 
dition  \  He  anfwered,  “  What!  is  God  my  Father, 
Jefus  Chrift  my  Saviour,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  my 
Saudi  her  and  Comforter  ;  and  fhall  I  not  he  content 
without  limbs  and  health  ?  He  is'  an  unrea-onable 
wretch  that  cannot  be  content  with  a  God,  though  he 
had  nothing  elle.” 

When  his  people  of  Taunton  came  to  Borchelter 
to  fee  him,  where  he  lay  ;  he  was  much  revived,  and 
would  he  fet  up  in  the  bed,  have  his  curtains  drawn 
by,  and  defired  them  to  ftand  round  about  the  bed  ; 
and  caufed  to  take  out  his  hand,  and  hold  it  out  to 
them,  that*  they  might  take  it,  as  he  ufed  formerly  to 
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do,  when  he  had  been  abfent  from  them.  And  tho* 
very  weak,  yet  he  fpake  to  them  thus,  “  O  how  it 
rcioiceth  my  heart  to  fee  your  faces,  and  to  hear 
your  voices,  though  I -cannot  fpeak  as  heretofore  uir 
to  you.  Methinks,  I  am  now  like  old  Jacob,  with 
all  his  Tons  about  him.  Now  you  fee  my  weak,  ef- 
tate  ;  thus  I  have  been  for  many  weeks  fine e  I  pall¬ 
ed  with  you,  but  God  hath  been  with  me.  My 
friends,  life  is  mine,  death  is*  mine  ;  in  that  covenant 
of  which  I  preached  to  you,  is  all  my  falvation,  and 
all  my  defire  :  although  my  body  do  not  profper,  I 
hope  through  grace  my  foul  doth.  I  have  lived  a 
fweet  life  by  the  promifes,  at>d  I  hope  through  grace 
can  die  by  a  promife.  It  is  the  promifes  of  God  that 
will  (land  by  us.  Nothing  but  God  in  them  will 
ft  and  us  in  a  day  of  afHiftion.  My  dear  friends,  i 
feel  the  power  of  thefe  do&rines  I  preached  to  you 
on  my  heart,  the  do&rines  of  faith,  of  repentance,  oi 
telf-denial,  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  contentment, 
&c.  G  that  you -would  live  them  over,  now  I  cannot 
preach  them  to  you  !  It  is  a  ihame  for  a  believer  to 
be  call  down  under  aiHi'dions,  that  hath,  fo  many, 
glorious  privileges,  juftification,  adoption,  ,fan<ftifica- 
tion,  and  eternal  glory.  We  fhall  be  as  the  angels 
of  God  in  a  little  while ;  nay,  to  fay  the  truth,  be¬ 
lievers  are,  as.  it  were,  little  angels  already,  that  live 
in  the  power  of  faith.  O  my  friends,  live  like  be¬ 
lievers,  trample  this  dirty  world  under  your  feet  ; 
be  not  taken  with  its  comforts,  nor  difquieted  with 
its  croffes,  you  will.be  gone  out  of  it  fhortly.” 

When  they  came  to  take  leave  of  him,  he  would 
needs  pray  with  them  as  his  weak  date  did  fufFer 
him.  Then  he  faid,  “  farewej,  my  dear  friends  ; 
go  home  and  live  over  what  I  have  preached  to  you, 
and  the  Lord  provide  for  you  when  l  am  gone.  Now 
I  cannot  preach  to  you,  but  let  my  wafted  ftrength, 
and  ufelefs  limbs,  be  a  fermon  to  you.  I  am  afraid  of 
fome  of  you,  after  all  I  have  fpoken  to  you.  There  are- 
many  profelfors  who  can  pray  well,  and  talk  weft, 
whom  we  ffiall  find  at  the  left  hand  of  Chrift  another 
day.  You  have  your  trades/your  eftates,  yourrela- 
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tion?;  be  not  taken  with  thefe,  but  with  God;  O 
live  on  him.  f  or  the  Lord’s  (gke,  go  home  and  take- 
heed  of  the  world,  worldly  cares,  worldly  Comforts* 
worldly  relations,  &c.  Oh!  let  not  my  labours  and 
fufFerings,  let  not  my  waded  ftrength,  and  ufelefs 
limbs,  rile  up  in  judgment  again!!  you  at  the  great 
day  of  the  Lord.’’  Then  he  faid,  <f  The  Lord  hav¬ 
ing  given  authority  to  his  minifters  to  blefs  his  people, 
accordingly  I  blefs  you  in  his  name/’  (tiling  the 
words  he  always  ufed  after  facraments)  “  The  Lord 
blefs  you  and  keep  you,  the  Lord  caufe  his  face  to 
fhine  upon  you,  and  give  you  peace.  And  the  God 
ol  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jcfus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  Iheep,  thro’ 
the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  make  you  per¬ 
fect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in 
you  that  which  is  well  pleafing  in  his  fight,  through 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  to  whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever. 
Amen.” 

In  the  mornings,  his  fir  ft  fpeeches  would  be  (which 
he  alfo  ufed  in  his  health)  “  Now  we  have  one  day 
more  ;  this  is  one  more  for  God*;  now  let  us  live 
well  this  day,  work  hard  for  our  fouls  ;  lay  up  much 
treafure  in  heaven  this  day,  for  we  have/  but  a  few 
to  lived’ 

Being*  taken  to  the  Bath,  where  he  met  with 
traordinary  kindnefs  from  Grangers,  for  many  re¬ 
ferred  to  him,  to  fee  him,  and  hear  him  fpeak,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  what  a  monument  of  mercy  he  was  :  he 
did  delight  himfelf  much  in  the  con fi deration  of  the 
Lord’s  kindnefs  to  him,  and  the  tokens' of  Grangers 
their  love,  and  would  often  fay,  “  I  was  a  ftranger, 
and  mercy  took  me  in  ;  in  prifon,  and  it  came  to 
me  ;  fick  and  weak,  and  it  vifited  me.”  N.  B.  He 
had  been  much  perfecuted,  and  put*  in  prifon,  for 
no  other  crime  but  preaching  the  gofpel. 

He  had  a  xnofl  pious  and  affe&ionate  wife,  that 
waited  clofely  upon  him,  to  whom  he  faid,  “  Now, 
my  dear  heart,  my  companion  in  all  my  tribula¬ 
tions  and  afflictions,  I  thank  thee  for  all  thy  pains 
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and  labors  for  me  at  home  and  abroad,  in  prifon  and 
liberty,  in  health  and  ficknefs.”  And  he  prayed, 
that  the  Lord  would  requite  her,  fill  her  with  all. 
manner  of  grace  and  confolations,  and  fupport  and 
carry  her  through  all  difficulties. 

He  had  fome  conflicts  with  Satan  a  little  before 
his  death  :  once  he  uttered  thefe  words,  “  Away, 
thou  foul  fiend,  thou  enemy  of  all  mankind,  thou 
fubtle  fophifter,  art  thou  come  now  to  moled  me  ? 
Now  I  am  jufi:  going  !  Now  f  am  fo  weak,  and' 
death  upon  me  !  Trouble  me  not,  for  I  am  none 
of  thine  !  I  am  the  Lord’s  ;  Chrifl  is  mine,  and  L 
am  his,. his  by  covenant  ;  1  have  fworn  myfelf  to 
be  the  Lord’s,  and  his  I  will  be  ;  therefore  be 
gone.”  Thefe  lail  words  he  repeated  often,  as 
pleading  his  covenanting'  with  God,  as  a  mean  to 
refill  the  devil  and  his  temptations.  When  he  look* 
ed  on  his  weak  confumed  hands,  he  would  fay, 
“ 'Thefe  tell  be  changed:  this  vile  body  (hall  be 
made  like  to  ChrHVs  glorious  body.  O' what  a 
glorious  day  Will  the  day  of  refurre&ion  be  !  Me- 
thinks  I  fee  it  by  faith  :  how  will  the  faints  lift  up 
their  heads,  and  rejoice  !  and  how  fadly  will  the 
wicked  world  look  then  !  O  come  let  us  make  hafte,. 
©ur  Lord  will  come  fhortly  !  If  we  long  to  be  in 
heaven,  let  us  hafien  with  our  work  °  for  when 
that  is  done,  away  we  fhall  be  fetched.  O  this 
vain,  fooliffi,  dirty  world  !  1  wonder  how  reafona- 
ble  creatures  can  fo  doat  upon  it!  What  is  in  it  worth 
the  looking  after  !  I  care  not  to  be  in  it  longer  than 
while  my  Mafter  hath  either  doing  or  fufFering 
work  for  me  :  were  that  done,  farewel  to  earth.” 

.This  eminent  faint  had  this  teftimony  given  him 
by  one  ;  It  may  be  faid  of  him,  in  as  high  a  degree 
as  of  mofl  faints  on  earth,  that  each  thought  was  to 
him  a  prayer,  each  prayer  a  fong,  each  day  a  Sab¬ 
bath,  each  meal  a  facrament,  and  fo  his  life  on 
earth  a  foretafie  of  that  eternal  repaft,  to  which  he 
hath  now  arrived. 


34.  The 
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34.  The  noble  Marquis  of  Argyll,  being  &  zeal¬ 
ous  friend  of  our  covenanted  reformation,  was  put 
to  death  May  27th,  1661.  His  friends  contrived 
methods  for  his  making  his  efcape  out  of  the  Cattle 
of  Edinburgh  ;  but  he  thanked  them,  and  told 
them,  he  would  not  difown  the  good  caufe  he  had 
fo  publicly,  efpoufed,  but  refolved*  to  futter  the  ut- 
moft.  When  the  fentence  of-death  was  paffed  by 
the  parliament,  on  Saturday  May  25th,  he  faid, 
4t  I  had  the  honor  to  fet  the  crown  upon  the  king’s 
head,  and  now  he  hattens  me  to  a  better  crown  than 
his  own*”  Then  he  was  fent  to  the  tolbooth.  His 
excellent  lady  embracing  him  when  he  entered, 
wept  bitterly,  faying,  feveral  times,  “  The  Lord 
will  require  it.”  Not  any  in  the  room  could  re¬ 
frain  from  tears  ;  but  the  Marquis  himfelf  was  per¬ 
fectly  com  pofed,  and  faid,  “  Forbear,  forbear;  tru¬ 
ly  I  pity  them,Athey  know  not  what  they  are  do¬ 
ing  :  they  may  (hut  me  in  where  they  pleafe,  but 
they  cannot  (hat  out  God  from  me.  For  my  part5 
I  am  as  content  to  be  here  as  in  the  cattle,  and  as 
content  in  the  cattle  as  in  the  tower  of  London,” 
(where  he  was  fir  ft  put,)  “  and-  as  content  there  as 
when  at  liberty  ;  and -I  hope  to  be  as  content  upon 
the  fcaffold  as  any  of  them  all.”— ^-He  added,  that 
he  remembered-a  fcripture  cited  to  him  lately  by.  an 
honeft  minitter  in  the  cattle,  and  endeavored  to  put 
it  in  pra&ice,  when  Ziglag  was  taken  and  burnt, 
and  the  people  fpoke  of  ftoning  David,  “  Fie  en¬ 
couraged  himfelf  in  the  Lord  his  God.”  All  his 
fhort  time,  till  Monday,  he  fpent  with  the  greateft: 
ferenity  and  cheerfulnefs,  and  irv  the  proper  exer- 
cifes  of  a  dying  Chriftian.  He  faid  to  fome  minif- 
ters,  allowed  to  be  with  him  in  the  prifon,  that 
ftiortly  they  would  envy  him  who  was  got  before 
them. — And  added,  “  Mind  that  I  tell  you, ,  my 
ikill  fails  me,  if  you  who  are  minifters  will  not  ei¬ 
ther  fuffer  much,,  or  fin  much  :  for  though  you  go 
alongtt  with  thefe  men  in  part,  if  you  do  it  not  in 

all- things*  you  are  but;  where  you  were;  and  fo  mutt 
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fuffer  ;  and  if  you  go  not  at  all  in  with  them  you  1 
mall  but  fuffer.’3  ‘ 

The  Marquis  was  naturally  timorous,  but  he  de- 
fired  thofe  about  him  to  obfeive,  as  he  could  not 
but  do,  that  the  Lord  had  heard  his  prayers,  and 
removed  '  all  fear  from  him.  And  indeed  his 
friends  work  was  to -re (train  and  qualify  his  fervent 
longings  after  his  diffolution,  and  not  to  fuppor^ 
him  under  th*  near  views  of  it.  I  he  Lord  was 
exceeding  kind  to  him  at  this  time  :  for  upon  Man- 
day-morning,  that  day  he  fufFered,  when  he^was  in 
the  mid  ft  of  company,  and  thronged  in  fubfcribing.. 
papers  *relaj:ing  to  his  eftate,  he  was  fo  overcome 
with  a  firigular  manifeftation  from  God, '  that  he 
broke  out  in  a  rapture,  and  faid, “  I  thought  to  have 
concealed  the  Lord’s  goodnefs,  but  it  will  not  do  i 
I  am  now  ordering  my  affairs,  and  God  is  fealing 
my  charter  to  a  better  inheritance,  and  juft  now 
faying  to  me,  Son,  be  of  good  cheer ,  thy  fths  are  for¬ 
given  thee”  After  he  had  ietired  fometime  aloneP 
when  he  opened  the  door,  Mr.  Hutchefon,  one  of  s 
the  minifters  that  attended  him,  faid  to  him,  What 
cheer,  my  Lord  ?  he  anfwered,  ii  Good  cheer,  Sir, 
the  Lord  hath  again  confirmed  and  faid  to  me, 
from  heaven,  Sori9  be  of  good  cheer  thy  fins  are  for¬ 
given  thee”  And  he  gufhsd  out  in  abundance  of 
tears  of  joy,  fo  that  he  retired  to  the  windows,  and 
wept  there.  Afterwards  he  faid  in  a  perfeft  rap¬ 
ture  to  Mr..'  Hutchefon,  “  X.  think  his  kindnefs  over* 
comes  me  ;  but  God  is  good  to  me,  that  lets  not ; 
out  too  much  of  it  here,  for  he  knows  I  could  not 
bear  it :  get  my  cloak  and  let  us  go.53  But  being 
told  that  the  town-clock  was  kept  back,  fo  that  the 
hour  was  not  yet  come  ;  he  anfwered,  4<  They  are 
far  in' the  wrong  f  and  prefently  kneeled  downy  , 
and  prayed  before  all  prefent,  in  a  mod  fweet  and 
heavenly  manner,  to  the  refrefhment  of  all  that 
were  there. 

When  he  was  going  out  to  the  fcaffold,  he  faid,  I 
could  die  like  a  J&oman,  but  I  choofc  rather  to  die. 
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us  a  Chriftian.  Gome- away,  gentlemen;  he  that 
£t-ft,  goes  cleanlieft -_iw!,en  geing- doJn^he 
called  Mr.*  James  Guthrie  'to  him,  arid  embracing 
him  m  the  mod  endearing  way,  took  his  farewel  of 
him.  Mr.  Guthrie,  at  parting,  addreded  the  Mar- 
^uis  thus,  “  My  lord,  God  hath  been  with  you,  he 
is  with  you,  and  God  will  be  with  you  •  and  fuch 
is  my  refpectt  for  your  lord/hip,  that  if  1  were  not  un¬ 
der  the  fentence  of  death  myfelf,  I  could  cheerfully- 
die  for  your  •  lordfhip.,?  So  they  parted  for  a  1 

fhort  feafon,  -in  two  or  three  days  to  meet  in  a  bet-" 
ter  place. ; 

The  Marquis,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  fcaffold,  hath1’ 
thefe  words,  u  GodTiath  laid  engagements  upon1 
Scotland. ;  we  are  tied  by  covenant  to  religion  and  * 
reformation.1  Thofe  that  were  then  unborn  are  en¬ 
gaged  to  it,  and  it  pa/Teth  the  power  of  any  under 
heaven  to  abfolve  a  man  from  the  oath  of  God.” 

35.  Mr.*  John  Welfh,  minifter  oi  the  gofpel  at 
Ayr,  whom  Mr.  Rutherford  (in  his  preface  to  his 
furvey  of  Antinomiamfm)  calls  that  apollolic,  heav-  * 
enly  and  prophetical  man  of  God  ;  and  there  tells 
us,  that  he  had  it  from  thofe  thaUwere  witnetTes  of 
his  life,  that  of  every -stwrenty-four  hours  he  gave 
ufually  eight  to  prayer,  and  that  he  fpent  many 
nights  in  prayer  to  God,  interceding  for  fuffering 
Proteflants  abroad,  as  well  as  for  his  mother-church. 
This  holy  man,  when  prifoner  in  the  cattle  of 
Blacknefs,  and  in  the  view  of  death,  (Being  con¬ 
demned  to  it  for  maintaining  the  liberties  of  this 
church,  though  afterwards  the  fentence  was  chang¬ 
ed  into  banifhment,)  in  his  letter  to  a  chrittian  lady 
hath  thefe  words  : 

“  I  long  to  eat  of  that  tree  which  is  planted  in 
the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God,  and  to  drink -of 
the  pure  river  clear  as  cryttal,  that  runs  through 
the  ftreet  of  the  New  Jerufalem.  I  long  to  be  re- 
frefhed  with  the  fouls  of  them  that  are  under  the 
altar,  who-  were  (lain  for  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  teftimony.  that  they  .held  ;  and  to  have  thefe 

long.' 
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long  white  robes  given  me,  that1  T  may  walk  Ira. 
white  raiment  with  thefe  glorious  faints,  who  have 
wafhed  their  garments,  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  '  Why  ;fliould  I  think  it  a 
'if range  thing  to  be  removed  from  this  place,  to  that 
where  my  hope,  my  -  joy,  '.my  -  crown, ,  my  elder 
Brother,  my  Head,  my  Father,  my  Comforter,  and 
all  the  glorious  faints,  are, and  where  the  fong  of  Mo- 
fes  and  the  Lamb  is  fung  joyfully  ;  where  -  we  fhali 
not  be  compelled  to  fit  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and 
hang  up  our  harps  on  the  willow-trees,  but  fhali  take 
them  up,  and' fing  the  new  hallelujah,  Blefling,  honon, 
glory,  and  power,  to  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne, 
and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever '?  What  is  there 
-tinder  the  old  vault  of  the  heavens,  and  in  this  old- 
worn  earth,  which  is  groaning  under  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  that  fhould  make  me  defire  to  remain, 
here  ?  I  expect  that  new  heaven  and  new  earth, 
wherein  righteoufnefs  dwelleth,  wherein  I  (hall  reft 
for  evermore.  I  look  to  get  entry  to  the  New  Jerufa- 
lqm  at  one  of  thefe  twelve  gates,  whereupon  are  writ¬ 
ten  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.  I  know 
that  Jefus  Chrift  hath  prepared  them  for  me.  Why 
may  I  not  then,  with  boldnefs  in  his  blood,  ftep  into 
that  glory,  where  my  head  and  Lord  hath  gone  be¬ 
fore  me  ?  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  door  and  the  porter;  wfio 
then  (hall  hold  me  out  ?  O  thou  faireft  among  the 
children  of  m‘en,  the  delight  of  mankind,  the  light 
of  the  Gentiles,  the  glory  of  the  Jews,  the  life  of  the 
dead,  the  joy  of  angels  and  faints,  my  foul  panteth 
to  be  with  thee.  I  refufe  not  to  die  with  thee,  that 
I  may  lire  with  thee  ;  I  refufe  not  to  fuffer  with 
thee,  that  I  may  rejoice  with  thee,  O  when  fhali 
1  be  filled  with,  his  love  !  Surely,  if  a  man  knew  how 
precious  it  is,  he  would  count  all  things  but  drofs 
and  dung  to  gain  it.  I  long  for  thatfcaffold,  or 
that  ax,  or  that  cord,  that  might  be  to  me  that  laft 
.ftep  of  this  my  wearifome  journey,  to  go  to  thee* 
my  Lord.  Who  am  1,  that  he  fhould  fir  ft  have  call¬ 
ed  me,  and  then  cbixftitute  •rde  a-miniftcr  of  the  glad 

tidings 
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tidings  of  the  gofpel  of  falvation  thefhmany  years, 
and  now  lad  of  all  to  be  a  fuiferer  for  his  caufe  and 
kingdom  ?  Thefe  two  points,  \J],  That  Chrift -is  the 
head  of  his  church  2clly,  That- fhe  is  free  in  her 
government  from  all  other  jurifdifl ion,  except  Chrill ; 
yea,  as  free  as. any  kingdom,  under  heaven,  not  only 
to  convocate,  hold,  and  keep  her  meetings  and  af- 
femblies  ;  but  alfo  to  judge  of  all  her  affairs  among!! 
her  members  and  fubje&s  :  thefe  are  the  caufe  of 
our  fmTerings*  '  I  would  be  mod  glad  to  be  offered 
up  as  a  facrifice  for  fo  glorious  a  truth  ;  but,  alas  ! 
X  fear  that  my  fins,  and  the  abufe  of  fo  glorious 
things  as  I  have  found,  deprive  me.  of  fo  fair  a  crown  : 
Yet  my  Lord  doth  know,  if  he  would  call  me  to  it, 
and  {Lengthen  me  in  it,  it  would  be  to  me  the  mod 
glorious  day,  and  glad.ed  hour  I  ever  faw  in  my  life  ; 
but  I  am  in' his  hands,  to  do  with  me  whatsoever 
ftull  pleafe  him* 

This  eminent  faint  fpent  much  of  his  time  in  the 
mount  of  prayer,  and  wreftling  with  God  ;  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  very  intimate  nearnefs  with  him,  and  had 
many  fecret  things  revealed  to  him  from  God,  He 
ufed  to  fay,  He  wondered  how  a  Chridian  could 
lie  in  bed  all  night,  without  rifing  to  fpend  fome  of 
the  night  in  prayer  and  praife.” 

In  his  lad  illnefs  he  had  a  great  weaknefs.in  his 
knees,  caufed  by  his  continual  kneeling  at  prayer, 
the  flefh  thereof  became  infenfible,  and  hard  like  a 
fort  of  horn  ;  but  when  in  his  weaknefs  he  was  de- 
fired  to  remit  fomewhat  of  his  former  painfulnefs,his 
anfwer  was.  c<  He  had  his  life  of  God,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  {hould  be  fpent;  for,  him.”  During  his  Tick- 
r.efs  he  was  fo  filled  with  the  fetifibie  enjoyment  of 
God,,  that  he  was  fometimes  overheard  in  prayer  to 
have  thefe  words ;  u  Lord,  hold  thy  hand,  it  is  c- 
4iough,  thy  fervant  is  a  clay  veflel,  and  can  hold  no 

more.”  vY.  ,  c-Y  -  ..  ■  ,  ! 

3 6»  Mr.  Chridopher  Love,  minider  of  Laurence- 

Jury,  in  London,  who  was  beheaded  on  TpwerLill, 

Augu 165  it  in  time  of  Cromwell's  ufurpation, 

and 
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and  for  fufpefted  plotting  againfl  his  government ; 
his  words  on  the  fcaffold  were  moil  pathetic  and 
weighty. — Although,  (aid  he,  there  be  but  little 
•between  me  and  death  yet  this  bears  up  my  heart, 
there  is  but  little  between  me  and  heaven.  It  com¬ 
forted  Dr.  Taylor  the  martyr,  when  he  was  going  to 
execution,  that  there  were  but  two  fliles  between  him 
and  his  Father’s  houfe  :  there  is  a  leiler  way  between 
me  and  my  Father’s  houfe,  but  two  Heps  between  me 
and  glory.  It  is  but  lying  down  upon  that  block, 
and  I  (hall  afeend  upon  a  throne.  I  am  this  day 
failing  towards  the  ocean  of  eternity,  through  a 
rough  paiTage,  to  my  haven  of  refl,  through  a  red  fea 
to  the  promifed  land.  Methinks  I  hear  God  fay  to 
me,  as  he  did  to  Mofes,  Go  up  to  mount  Nebo,  and 
die  there  ;  fo  to  me,  Go  up  to  Tower-hill,  and  die 
there.  Ifaac  faid  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  old,  and 
yet  he  knew  not  the  day  of  his  death  :  but  I  cannot 
fay  fo.  1  am  young,  and  yet  I  know  the  day  of  my 
death  ;  and  I  know  the  kind  of  my  death,  and  the 
place  of  my  death  alfo.  I  am  put  to  fuch  a  kind  of 
death,  as  two  famous  preachers  of  the  gofpel  were 
put  to  before  me;  John  the  Baptift,  and  Paul 
the  apoftle,  they  were  both  beheaded.  I  read  alfo 
in  Rev.  xx.  4.  The  faints  were  beheaded  fir  the  word 
of  God,  and  tefiimony  ofjfefus.  But  herein  is  the  dis¬ 
advantage  which  I  lie  under  in  the  thoughts  of  ma-v 
ny  ;  they  judge,  that  I  fuffer  not  for  the  word  of 
God,  or  for  confcience,  but  for  meddling  with  date- 
matters.  To  this  1  (hall  briefly  fay,  that  it  is  an 
oid  trick  of  Satan,  to  impute  the  caufe  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ples  finre rings,  to  be  contrivements  againft  the  flate, 
when  in  truth,  it  is  their  religion  and  confcience  they 
are  perfecuted  for.  The  rulers  of  Ilrael  would  have 
put  Jeremiah  to  death  upon  a  civil  account,  though 
-  indeed  it  was  only  the  truth  of  his  prophefy  that 
made  the  rulers  angry  with  him  :  and  yet  upon  a 
civil  account,  they  pretend  he  mud  die,  becaufe  he 
fell  away  to  the  Chaldeans,  and  would  h?ive  brought 
in  foreign  foi  ces  to  invade  them.  The  fame  thing 
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is  laid  to  my  charge,  of  whic-h  I  3m  as  innocent,  as 
Jeremiah  was.  .  So  Paul,  though  he  dicUbut  preach 
Jefus  Chrifl,  yet  his  enemies  .would  have  had  him 
put  to  death,  under  pretence  that  he  was  a  mover  of 
Sedition.  Upon  a  civil  account,  my  life  is, pretended 
to  be  taken  away  ;  whereas  it  is,  becaufe  I  purfue 
<my  covenant,  and  will  not  proftitute  my  principles 
and  confcience  to  the  ambition  and  luffs  of  men.  J 
had  rather  die  a  covenant-keeper,  than  live  a  cove¬ 
nant  breaker.  Beloved,  I  am  this  day  making  a 
double  exchange  :  I  am  changing  a  pulpit  for  ,a 
icaftold,  and  a  fcaffoid  for  a  throne  ;  and  1  might 
add  a  third,  I  am  changing  the  prefence  of  this  nu¬ 
merous  multitude  on  Tower  hill,  for  the  innumera¬ 
ble  company  of  faints  and  angels  in  heaven,  the  holy 
hill  of  Zion  ;  and  I  am  changing  a  guard  of  fcldiers 
for.  a  guard  of  angels,  which  will  receive  me  and 
carry  me  to  Abrahanrs  bofom.  This  fcaffold  is  the 
beft  pulpit  that  ever  I  preached  in  :  in  my  church- 
.rpulpit,  God  through  his  grace  made  me  .an  inftru- 
ment  to  bring  others  to  heaven  ;•  but  . in  this  pulpit 
he  will  bring  me  to  .heaven*”  Afterwards  he  faid, 
Though  my  blood  be  not  the  blood  of  nobles,  yet 
it  is  Chrifl.  ian  blood,  muiifter’s  blood,  yea  more,  it  is 
alio  innocent  blood.  I  magnify  the  riches  o f  God's 
mercy  and  grace  towards  me,  that  I  who  was  born  in 
Wales,  an  obfcure  country,  and  of  obfcure  parents* 
ftiould  be  fmgled  out  to  honourable  buffering.  For 
the  tirft  fourteen  years  of  my  life  I  never  heard  a  fer- 
ir.on  preached  ;  yet  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  my  life, 
it  pleafed  God  to  convert  me.  .  Blefled  be  God, 
who  not  only  made  me  a  Chriflian,  but  alfo  a  min- 
ifier,  judging  me  faithful  and  putting  me  into  the 
minifiry,  which  is  my  glory.  I  had  rather  be  a 
preacher  in  the  pulpit  than  a  prince  upon  a  throne  ; 
I  had  rather  be  an  inftrument  to  bring  fouls  to  hea¬ 
ven,  than  that  all  nations  fhould  bring  tribute  to  me. 
Formerly  (faid  he)  I,  have  been  under  a  ipirit  of 
bondage';  yea,  fometimes  I  have  had  more  fear  in 
drawing  out  a  tooth,  than  now  1  have  for  cutting  off 
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iriy  head;  When  fear  was  upon  me,  death  was  not 
near  ;  now  when  death  is  near  me,  my  fear  is  evan¬ 
ished.  •  lam  comforted  in  this,  though  men  kill  me 
they  cannot  damn  me  ;  though  they  tnruii  me  out 
of  the  world,  yet  they  cannot  Shut  me  out  of  heaven. 
When  I  have  ihed  my  blood  I  expert  the  full  decla-i 
ration  of  the  remifiion  of  fins  through  the  biOOu  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  I  am  going  to  my  long  homeland 
ve  to  your  Short  homes  ;  but  I  Shall  be  at  my  home 
before  ye  be  at  yours.”  He  prayed,  that  feeing 
«  he  was  called  to  do  the  work  which  lie  never  did, 
he  might  have  the  ftrength  which  he  never  hath” 

Dr.  Wild,  in  his  elegy,  hath  thefe  lines. 

Met'hinks  I  hear  beheaded  faints  above  , 

Call  to  each  other,  Sirs,  make  room  for  Love. 

Who  when  he  came  to  tread  the  fatal  ftage, 

(Which  prov’d  his  glory,  and  his  ca’mies  rage) 

His  blood  ne’er  run  to’s  heart ;  ChrifTs  blood  was  there, 
Reviving  it ;  his  own  was  all  to  fpare  ; 

Which,  riling  in  his  cheeks,  did  feem  to  fay, 

Is  this  the  blood  you  third  for  ?  Take’t  I  pray. 

Spectators  in  Ms  looks  fucMlife  did  fee, 

That  they  appear’d  more  like  to  die  than  he. 

Light’ning,  which  fill’d  the  air  with  blazing  light, 
Didferve  for  torches  at  that  difmalvnight  ; 

In  which,  and  all  next  day  for  many  hours, 

Heaven  groan’d  in  thunder,  and  did  weep  in  (bowers  i 
Nor  do  I  wonder  that  God  thunder’d  fo, 

When’s  Boanerges  murder’d  lay  below. 

37.  Mrs.  Joyce  Lewis  being  condemned  to  be 
burnt  for  the  Proteftant  religion  in  queen  Mary3s 
reign,  when  fhe  heard  that  the  writ  for  her  execu¬ 
tion  was  come,  fhe  faid  to  her  friends, 6<  a$  for  death, 
I  fear  it  not ;  for  when  I  behold  the  amiable  counte¬ 
nance  of  Jefus  Chrift  my  dear’ Saviour,  the  ugly 
face  of  death  doth  not  much  trouble  me.” 

38.  Bullinger  of  Zurich,  in  his  ficknefs,  faid  to  his 
friends,  “  If  the  Lord  will  make  any  further  ufe  of 
me  and  my  miniftry  in  his  church,  i  willingly  obey 
him  ;  but  if  he  pleafe,  (as  X  much  defire)  to  take 
me  out  of  this  miferabie  life,  I  fhall  exceedingly  re¬ 
joice,  that  he  pleafeth  to  take  me  out  of  this  corrupt 

and 
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and  wretched  age  to  go  to  my  faviour  Chrift'.  For 
(laid  he)  if  Socrates  was  glad  when  his  death  ap¬ 
proached,  becaufe  as  he  thought  he  fhould  go  to  Ho* 
mor>  hlehod,  and  other  learned  men,  whom  he  ex^ 
peded  to  meet  with  in  the  other  world  ;  how  much 
more  do  I  joy,  who  am  furethat  I  (h  ill  iee  my  fav 
jour  Jefus  Chrift,  as  alfo  the  faints,  patriarchs, 
prophets,  apoftles,  and  all  the  holy  men  who  have 
It  ved  from  the  beginning  or  the  world  ?  Now,  when 
I  am  fure  to  fee  them,  and  to  partake  of  their  joys,, 
v/hy  fhould  I  not  willingly  dre,  to  enjoy  their  per¬ 
petual  foeiety  and  glory  ?” 

39.  Mr.  Theodore  Beza,  a  famous  paftor  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  when  he  apprehended  the  approach  of  death, 
revifed  his  will  ;  and  fo  eafing  himfelf  of  all  worldly 
thoughts,  wholly  betook  himfelf  to  expecft  the  time 
of  his  departure,  which  he  had  much  longed  for. 
He  oft  ufed  the  apoftle’s  laying,.**  We  are  his  work - 
manfhip,  created  in  Chrift  jefus  unto  good  works.” 
And  that  of  Attguftine,  Domine  quod  ceepiJU  perfcey~ 

,  tic  in  portue  naufragium  accidat.  “  Lord,  perfed  that 
which  thou  haft  begun,  that  I  fuffer  not  Ihipwreck  in. 
the  haven.”  And  that  faying  of  Barnard  ;  Damme 
fequemur  tef  per  tey  ad  te Te,  qui  aver  it  as  ;  Per  te9 
quia  via  :  Ad  te,  quea  vita .  u  Lord,  we  will  follow 
thee,  by  thee,  to  thee.  Thee,  becaufe  thou  art  the 
truth  ;  by  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  the  way  ;  to  thee, 
becaufe  thou  art  the  life  ” 

40.  MelaruRhon  of  Wittemberg,  Luther’s  dear 
companion,  faid  “  That  he  much  longed  to  be  dif- 
folved  ;  and  that  for  two  reafons  :  9?, That  he  might 
enjoy  the  much  defired  prefence  and  fight  of  Chrift, 
and  of  the  heavenly  church.  2 dly,  That  he  might 
be  freed  from  the  cruel  and  implacable  difcords  of 
divines.” 

4 1.  Mr.  John  Bradford^  a  minifter  and  martyr 
iit  Queen  Mary’s  reign,  when  the  keeper  told  him 
that  the  next  day  he  was  to  be  burnt  in  SmithBeld, 
he  put  off  his  cap,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
faid,  I  thank  God  foriu.it  comes  not  now  to  me  on. 

a  fuddea 
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aTudden,  but  as  a  tiling  waited  for  every  day  and 
hour  ;  the  Lord  make  me  worthy  thereof.  ^Gno 
Creffwell  offering  to  interpofe  for  him,  and  deunng 
to  know  what  his  requeft  was,  he  laid,  44  I  have  ro 
requeft  to  make  ;  if  the  queen  give  me  my  hie  I 
will  thank  her  ;  if  die  will  banifh  me  I  will  ^  than k 
her  ;  ii  flic  burn  me  I 'will  thank  her  ;  it  fhe  will  con¬ 
demn  me  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  I  will  thaniC- 
her.”  The  Chancellor  prefling  him  to-  do  as  others 
Had  'done,  in  hopes  of  the  queen’s  rnercy  ;  he  fa  id, 
«  My  lord,  I  defire  mercy  with  God's  mercy,-  that 
is,  without  doing  or  faying  any  thing  againli  God 
and  his  truth.  But  mercy  with  God’s  wrath,  God 
keep  me  froip.  God’s  mercy  (added  he)  I  defire, 
and  alfo  would  be  glad  of  the  Queen’s  favour  to 
live  as  a  fubjedf  without  clog  on  confcience  :  but  oth- 
erwife  the  Lord’s  mercy  is  better  to  me  than  life. 
Life  in  his  difpleafure  is  worfe  than  death,  and  death 
with  his  favour  is  true  life.” 

In  his  letter  to  Dr.  Cranmer,  Dr.  Ridly,  ana  Dr. 
Latimer,  he  hath  thefe  wor^s  ;  “  Our  deal  brother 
Rogers  hath  broken  the  ice  valiantly.  This  day  or 
to-morrow  at  the  uttermofl,  hearty  Hooper,  fine ere 
Saunders,  and  trufty  Taylor,  will  end  their  courfe, 
and  receive  their  crown.  The  next  am  I;  who  hour¬ 
ly  look  for  the  porter  to  open  me  the  gates  after 
them,  to  enter  into  the  defired  red.  God  forgive  me 
my  unthankfulnefs  for  this  exceeding  great  mercy. 
Though  Lfuffer  juftly,  (for  I  have  been  a  great  hyp¬ 
ocrite,  unthankful,  £f)V.  the  Lord  pardon  me,  yea,  he 
hath  done  it,  he  hatfkdone  it  indeed),  yet  what  evil 
hath  he  done  ?  Chrift,  whom  the  prelates  perfecute, 
his  truth  which  they  hate  in  me,  hath  done  no  evil, 
nor  deferved  death:  O  what  am  I,  Lord,  that  thou 
Ihouldft  thus  magnify  me  ?  Is  it  thy  wont,  to  fend 
tor  fuch  a  wretched  hypocrite  in  a  fiery  chariot,  as 
thou  didft  fend  for  Elias  ?” 

In  one  of  his  meditations,  after  confeffing  of  fin, 
faith  he,  “  O  what  now  may  v/e  do  !  defpair  ?  no, 
for  thou  art  God,  and  therefore  good  ;  thou  art 

R  2  merciful 
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merciful,  and  therefore  thou  forglveft  fin:  with  thet 
L  lere  is  mercy  and  propitiation,  and  therefore  thou 
art  worshipped.  When  Adam  finned,  thou  gaveff 
nun  mercy  before  he  defired  it  ;  and  wilt  thou  deny 
us  mercy,  who  now  defire  the  fame  ;  Adam  excuf. 
cJ  his  fault,  and  accufed  thee  but  we  accufe  our- 
felves,  and  excufe  thee  :  and  fhall  we  be  fent  empty- 
away  ?  How  often  in  the  wildernefs  didft  thou  fpare 
Iirael,  and  deter  thy  plagues  at  the  requeft  of  Mof- 
es,  when  the  people  themfelves  made  no  petition  to 
tnee  ?  Now  we  do  not  only  make  our  petitions  to 
tiiee,  but  alfo  have  a  Mediator,  far  above  Mofes,  to 
appear  foi  us,  even  Jefus  Chrift  thine  own  Son  ; 
and  fluill  we  (dear  Lord)  depart  alhamed  ?—  G 
merciful  Lord,  for  thine  own  glory  fuffer  not  the 
enemy  of  thy  Son  Chrift,  .the  "Romilh  Antichrift* 
rims  wretchedly  to  delude  and  draw  from  thee  our 
poor  brethren,  for  whom  thy  dear  Son  once  died, 
kc.  Suffer  him  not  to  feduce  the  fimple  fort  with 
his  rond  opinion,  that  his  falfe  gods,  his  blind, 
mumbling,  feigned  revgion,  or  his  foolifh  fuperfti- 
tlo\iy  doth  give  him  fuch  conquefts,  fuch  vi&ories, 
and  fuch  triumphs  over  us.  But,  O  Lord,  this  is 
nhy  righteous  judgment,  to  punifh  us  with  the  t}> 
fannical  yoke  of  blindnefs,  becaufe  we  have  call  a» 
•vay  from  us  the  fweet  yoke  of  the  wholefome  words 
of  thy  Son  our  Saviour.” 

In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Anne  Warcup,  he  faith. 
My  (faff  ftandeth  at  the  door.  I  look  continually 
tor  the  fheriff  to  come  for  me  •>  and  I  blefs  God  j 
am  ready  for  him. —  Now  *  go  I  to  pradffe  that 
which  I  have  preached. — Now  I  am  climbing  up 
■he  hill  ;  it  will  caufe  me  puff  and  blow  before  I 
come  to  the  cliff.  The  hili  is  deep  and  high,  my 
breath  is  fhort,  and  my  ftrength  is  feeble.  Pray 
therefore  to  the  Lord  for  me,  that,  as  1  have  now 
through  his  goodnefs  even  almoft  come  to  the  top, 
I  may  by  his  grace  be  (Lengthened,  not  to  reft  till  I 
'ome  where  I  fhould  beM 

He 
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He  was  fmgular  for  humility  and  felf-abafern< 
though  a  moil  eminent  faint*  He  fubfcribed  (brr> 
of  his  letters,  the  moil  miferable  hard  hear  lei  un¬ 
thankful  {Inner,  John  Bradford,  A  Vc.-.y  painted 
hypocrite,  John  Bradford.  Miferrimns  pcccator p 
John  Bradford.  The  {infill  John  Bradford. 

42.  Mr.  Edward  Deering,  a  little  before  his 
death,  faid  to  his  friends,  “  As  for  my  death,  I  blefs 
God  I  feel  and  find  fo  much  inward  joy  and  com¬ 
fort  to  my  foul,  that,  if  i  were  put  to  my  choice, 
whether  I  would  die  or  live,  I  would  a  thoufand 
times  rather  choofe  death  than  life,  if  it  may  (land* 
with  the  holy  will  of  God.” 

43.  Mr.  Robert  Rollock,  when  a-dying,  prayed, 
Lord,  I  hava  hitherto  feen  but  darkly  in  the  glafs 
of  thy  word  ;  now  grant  that  I  m  y  enjoy  the  eternal 
fruition  of  thy  countenance,  which  I  have  fo  much- 
defired  and  longed  for.  Haile,  Lord,  and  do  not 
tarry  ;  I  am  weary  both  of  nights  and  days  :  come  . 
Lord  Jefus,  that  I  may  come  to  thee.  Break  thefe 
eye-firings,  and  give  me  others  ;  I  defire  to  be  diL 
iolved,  and  to  be  with  thee  ;  halie.  Lord  Jefus,  and 
defer  no  longer.  Go  forth,  my  weak  life,  and  let 
better  fucceed.  O  Lord  Jefus,  thurfl  thy  hand  into 
my  body,  and  take  my  foul  to  thyfelf  O  my  fweet 
Lord,  fet  this  foiil  of  mine  free,  that  it  may  enjoy- 
her  hufband.” 

44.  Galeacious  Carrarciolus,  marquis  of  Vico, 
when  a-dying,  took  his  leave  of  his  wife,  and  all  his 
Chriftian  friends,  telling  them,  he  would  lead  them 
the  way  to  heaven.  And  he  cried  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  44  As  he  had  fought  him  all  his  life,  fo  now  he 
would  receive  and  acknowledge  him  as  his  own.” 

45"*  'The  famous  Lord  Dupleffis  -in  France,  when 
a-dy  ing,  was  much  concerned  for  the  church  of  God 
n\  diftrefs,  praying  earneftly  for  her  deliverance.  He 
particularly  blefTed  fuch  of  hisrgrandchildren  as  were 
following  the  ftudies  of  learning,  faying,  that  he  Was 
allured  they  fhould  be  bldfed  with  the^bleOin^s  both 
of  heaven  above,  and  of  the  earth  beneath.”  °When 
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a  minifter  fpoke  of  the  fervice  he  had  done  the 
church'  by  his  writings,  he  laid,  u  Alas,  what  was 
there  of  mine  in  that  work  ?  Say  not,  that  it  was  I, 
but  God  by  me.”  Then,  lifting  up  his  hands  above 
his  head,  he  cried  three  times,  Mercy,  mercy,  mer¬ 
cy.”  Adding,  “  that  he  did  it,  to  fliew  that  it  was 
the  alone  mercy  of  God  to  which  he  had  recourfe.” 
— And  declared,  that  hrs  faith  was  altogether 
founded  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrirt, 
who  by  the  Father  had  been  made  unto  him,  as  to 
all  others  that  believe  in  him,  whilom,  righteoufnefs, 
fanctiiication,  and  redemption.— u  Away  (faid  he) 
with  all  merit  ;  I  call  for  nothing  but  mercy,  free 
mercy.”  When  one  was  bleQing  God  for  giving, , 
him  fuch  peace  and  comfort  at  his  end,  he  laid,  I 
feel,  I  feel,  what  I  fpeak.  As  to  his  faith  of  the 
truths  of  God,  he  faid,  “  He  was  entirely  perfuaded 
thereof,  by  the  demonftnition  of  God’s  holy  Spirit, 
which  was  more  powerful,  more  "clear,  and  more 
certain,  than  all  the  demonftrations  of  Euclid.” 
When  fecretly  praying,  he  was  overheard  faying  in 
broken  fentences,  “  I  fly,  I  fly  to  heaven.  Let  the 
angels  carry  me  to  the  bofom  of  my  Saviour.”  Af¬ 
terwards,  he  faid,  “  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liv- 
eth,  and  I  lhall  fee  him  with'thefe  eyes,  Hifce  oculis 
which  words  he  repeated  four  or  five  times. 

4 6.  Jerome  of  Prague,  when  he  was  fattened  to 
the  flake,  and  the  executioner  began  to  kindle  the 
fire  behind  him,  he  bade  him  kindle  it  before  his 
face.  “  For  (faid  he)  if  I  had  been  afriad  of  it,  J 
had  not  come  to  this  place,  having  had  fo  many  op¬ 
portunities  offered  rne  to  efcape  it.” 

47.  Mr.  Hooker,  a  mini  Per  in  New-EngTmvd, 
when  one  that  flood  weeping  at.  his  bedTide.  when 
he  lay  a  dying,  faid  to  him,  Sir,  you  are  going  to 
receive  the  reward  of  all  your  labours  ;  he  replied, 
«  Brother,  I  anrugoing  to  receive  mercy.” 

48.  Mr.  Heron,  another  miniiler  there,  when  dy¬ 
ing,  and  leaving  a*  family  of  many  fmall  children  ; 

his  poor  wife  fell  a-weeping,  and  laid,  Alas  !  what 
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will  become  of  all  thefe  children  ?  He  prefentiy  and 
pleafantly  replied,  “  Never  fear  ;  he  that  feeds  the 
young  ravens,  will  not  darve  the  young  Herons/' 
And  indeed  it  came  to  pafs  accordingly.  It  was 
ail  ancient  cbfervation  concerning  the  Englifh  mar¬ 
tyrs  under  the  bloody  Marian  perfecution,  “  That 
none  of  them*  went  more  joyfully  to  the  hake,  that* 
thofe  who  had  the.  greated  families  to  commit  unto 
the  Lord.” 

49,  Chryfoftom,  when  the'  emprefs  Eudoxa,  (an 
Arian,)  fent  a  threatening  meflhge  to  him,  he  faid., 
4i  Go  tell  her,  Nil  ?iijt  peccatum  timeo ,  I  fear  nothing 
but  fm.”  When  he  was  fentenced  to  banifhment, 
he  faid,  None  of  thefe  things  trouble  me  ;  for  I  faid 
before  within  myfelf,  if  the  emprefs  will,  let  her 
banifh  me  ;  the  earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  the  fulnefs 
thereof.  If  (he  will,  let  her  fawme  afunder  ;  Ifaiah 
was  fo  ufed  1  If  fhe  will,  let  her  cad  me  into  the  fea  ; 
I  will  remember  Jonah  :  If  fhe  will,  let  her  cad  me 
into  a  burning  fiery  furnace,  or  to  the  wild  beads  | 
the  three  children  and  Daniel  were  fo  ferved  ;  If  fhe 
will,  let  her  done  me,  or  cut  off  my  head  ;  I  have 
St  Stephen  and  the  Baptid  for  my  companions.  If 
fhe  will,  let  her  take  away  all  my  fubdance  ;  Naked 
came  I  out  of  my  mother’s  womb,  and  naked  fhall  I 
return  thither  again*”  But  I  mud  break  off,  for 
time  yvould  fail  me  to  enumerate  the  many  indances 
of  the  faith,  love,  patience-  hope,  courage,  and  con- 
ftancy  of  the  faints  and  martyrs  of  Jefus,  when  in  the 
view  of  death*  Some  have  told  the  perfecutors, 
46  That  they  might  pull  the  hearts  out  of  their  bod-* 
it s,  but  they  couH  never  pluck  the  truth  out  of  their 
hearts  ”  Others  have  faid,  “  That  if  every  hair  of 
their  heads  were  men,  they  fhould  all  fuffer  death 
for  Ohrid  and  his  truths. — Oh  (faid  one  of  them) 
can  I  die  bat  once  for  Ohrid  ?” 

To  conclude  ;  let  thefe  examples  prompt  us  to 
feek  grace  from  God,  and  make  it  our  earned  ftudy 
to  imitate  and  follow  fuch  a  cloud  of  witnefles,  that, 
we  may  die  martyrs  irv  refolution,  our  graces  may 
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rnoft  lively  at:the  laft,  our  evening-fun  may  fhine 
brighteft,  and  v;e  may  go  off  the  Rage  glor  ifying 
God,  and  leaving  a  fweet  favour  behind  us,  as  thele  ' 
famous  worthies,  whofe  praife  is  in  the  churches* 
have  done  before  us. 


DiAect.  VI!.  Let  dying  perfons  be  much  in  prayer  and  ejac¬ 
ulations  to  God. 

PRAYER  is  the  native  breath  of  renewed  fouls  ; 

it  is  as  neceffary  to  their  fpirituaHife,  as  breatli 
is  to  the  natural  life,  Lam.  iii.  56.  “  Hide  not  thine 
car  at  my  breathing/*  The  firft  thing  a  child  of 
God  doth,  when  he  is  new-born,  is  to  breathe  by 
prayer.  Acffs'ix.  1 1.  “  Behold  he  prayeth.”  And 
ft  is  alfo  his  laft  work  in  the  world  to  pray,  Adds 
vii.,  59,  60.  And  they  ftoned  Stephen,  calling  up¬ 
on  God,  and  faying,  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit. 
And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried  -  with  a  loud  voice, 
Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge.  And  when 
he  had  faid  this,  he  fell  aflecp.”  A  dying  Chnftian 
hath  many  to  pray  for  ;  he  is  to  pray  for  the  church 
of  God,  for  his  friends  and  relations,  and  alfo  for  his 
enemies,  as  Stephen  did  ;  of  which  i  fpake  before. 
But  efpecially  he  mud  pray  for  himfelf*  that  fin  may 
be  forgiven,  ancLth  t  he  may  have  fafe  conduct 
through  the  dark  valley.  I  have  heard  of  fome 
that  have  been  found  dead  upon  their  knees  :  a  no¬ 
ble  poftur  to  die  in  !  How  agreeable  is  it  to  enter 
praying  into  the  land  of  praife  E  So  did  Stephen, 
yea,  fo  did  our  bleilei  Saviour  hmfelf ;  “  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.  Fa¬ 
ther,  into  thy  hands  1  commend  my  fpirit.”  The  laft 
words  that  holy  Uftier  uttered  were,  “  But,  Lord,  in 
fpeciai  forgive  my  fins  of  omiffion.”  4<  Lord,  (faid 
dying  Beza)  perfect  that  which  thou  had  begun,  that 
I  fuffer  not  fhipwreck  in  the  haven.”  I  remember 
to  have  read  of  an  old  minifter,  when  he  found  death 
approaching,  he  laid,  u  1  defire  to  die  like  the  poor 
thief,  crying  to  the  crucified  Jefus  for  mercy.  I  am 
nothing,.  1  have  nothing,  I  can  do  nothing?  except 
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what  is,  unworthy.  My  eye,  and  hope,  and  faith,  is 
to  Chrift  on  his  crofs.  I  bring  an  unworthtnefs  like 
that  of  the  poor  dying  thief  unto  him,,  and. have  no 
more  to  plead,  than  he.  Like  the  poor  thief  crucified 
with  him,  I  am  waiting, to  he  received  by  the  infinite 
grade  of  my  Lord,  into  his  kingdom,”  Let  us  in 
like  manner  die,  crying  to;  a  cfucified  Jefus  for  mer¬ 
cy.  Lord,  remember  me,  now  thou  art  in  thy  king¬ 
dom. 

O  dying  Chriftlan,  remember  the  time  of  prayer 
Is  near  an  end  ;  after  death  there  will  be  no  more  oc- 
cafion  for  prayer.  O  then  beg  that  the  fpirit  of 
prayer  may  be  fo  poured  down  upon  you  at  this 
time,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  pour  out  your  heart 
before  God,  both  for  yourfelf  and  others.  O  how 
earneftly.fhould  you  pray  then,  when  you  are  taking 
your  leave  of  prayer  !  Mind  the  example  which  your 
Redeemer  gave  you  ;  it  was  before  his  death  that 
he  offered,  up  prayers  and  fupplications  with  ftrong 
crying  and  tears  unto  God.  I  acknowledge,  fick  and 
dying  perfons  a^e  frequently  out  of  cafe  for  making 
prayers  of  any  great  length  or  continuance,  (which 
confederation  fhould  excite. us. to  the  greater  diligence 
in  prayer  in  the  time  of.  pur  health)  and  therefore 
they  ought  to  be  the  more  frequent  and  fervent,  in 
fhort  and  fuitable  ejaculations  and  petitions  to  God, 
as  their  exigencies  do  require. 

Some  Meditations  and  Ejaculations ,  proper  for  Jlck  and 
dying  perfons ,  and  efpecially  for  a  dying  believer* 

OLord,  thou  art  the  God  of  my  life,  and  htift 
the  keys  of  death  in  thy  hand.  Thou  haft 
meafured  the  length  of  my  life,  and  appointed  the 
hour  of  my  death.  The  number  of  my  months  and 
days  is. with  thee,  and  thou  haft  appointed  the  bounds 
over  which  I  cannot  pais. 

What  is.  my  life  but  a  vapour,  that  appeareth  for 
a  little  time,  and  then  vanifheth  away  ?  At  the  long-  ' 
ell)  how  fhort  is  it !  and  at  the  ftrongeft,  how  weak  ! 
What  man  is  it  that  iiveth  here,  and  fhall  not  dee 

death  ? 
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death  ?  W! ben  a  few.  days  are  come,  I  will  go  the 
way  whence  I  (hall  not  return.”  God  hath  decreed 
it,  fin  hath  deferved  it,  my  frailty  demonftrates  it, 
death’s  harbingers  proclaim  it,  and  I  mud  expeft  it. 

There  is  no  difcharge  in  this  war,  no  exemption 
from  death’s  flroke.  .  Death’s  rmeffengers  are  come 
to  warn  me,  that  my  laft  day  and  laft  hour  draweth 
nigh.  The  found  of  their  mailer’s  feet  is  behind 
them.  This  «lay-houfe  mull  be  dilfolved,  my  foul 
diflodged,  and  my  place  here,  fh all  know  me  no  more ; 
I  will  be  quickly  as.,  water  fpilt  on  the  ground,  that 
-cannot  be  gathered  up  again. 

O  that  I  may  he.  fuitably  exercifed  in  my  prefent 
weak  and  dying  condition  !  When  my  ilefh  faileth, 
and  my  heart  fainteth  within  me,  O  that  God  may 
be  the  (Length  of  my  heart,  and  portion  forever  ! 
When  the:  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble,  let  God 
watch  over  it,  and  be  the  keeper  of  my  foul !  When 
the  grinders  do  ceafe,  becaufe  they  are  few,  let  my 
foul  be  fed  with  manna  from  heaven.  When  the 
daughters  of  mufic  are  brought  low,  let  my  foul  be 
'difpofed  for  hearing  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb, 
in  the  temple  above.  When  thefe  that  look  out  at 
the  windows  are  darkened,  let  the  eyes  of  my  foul 
be  enlightened  to  behold,  with  .the  dying  martyr 
Stephen,  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  glorious  Jefus 
'{landing  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  making  intercef- 
fion  for  me,  and  ready  to  receive  me.  Let  my  hope 
and  ddire  look  out  at  the  windows,  and  fay,  “  Why 
is  his  chariot  fo  long  a-coming  ?  and  why  tarry  the 
wheels  of  his  chariot  ?  Make  liafte,  my  beloved,  and 
be  thou  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  mountains 
of  Bether.” 

O  that  I  may  obferve  the  afHi&ing  hand  of  God  in 
my  prefent  ficknefs  !  Surely  affli&ion  ccmeth  not  out 
of  the  dud,  nor  doth  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  ground. 
O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  indignation,  nor  chaf- 
ten  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure  Have  mercy  on  me, 
O  Lord,  for  I  am  weak  ;  and  heal  me,  for  my  bones 

arc  vexed.  When  thou  with  rebukes  doll  correfl 
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.man  for  iniquity.,  thou  make  ft  his  beauty  to  coil- 
fume  away  like  a  moth  :  furely  every  man  is  vani¬ 
ty.  The  for rpw,s  of  my  heart  are  enlarged,  O  bring 
me  out  of  my  did  relies.  Look  upon  my  a  filiation 
and  my  pain,  and  forgive  all  my  fin.  I  look  for  fym- 
pathy  to  my  great  Higk  Fried,  who  is  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  my  infirmities.  My  help  and  drength 
is  in  him. 

O  that  when  I  am  afHiided,  I  may  not  defpife  the 
chadening  of.  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  I  am  rebuk¬ 
ed  of  him  1  Let  me  hear  the  rod,  and  him  that  hath 
appointed  it.  Let  me  kifs  the  rod,  and  accept  of 
the  punidiment  of  mine  iniquity.  O  that  in  my  af¬ 
fliction  I  may  be  helped  to  humble  myfelf  greatly 
before  the  God  of  my  fathers,  and  make  a  true  and 
penitent  'confefiion  of  my  fins  i 

Oh  !  what  fiiall  I  Iky  to  thee,  O  thou  preferver  of 
'men  ?  I  will  fay,  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  ;  heal  my 
foul,  for  I  have  finned  againd  thee.  I  acknowledge, 
that  through  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  1  have  many 
a  time  departed  away  from  the  living  God.  O  how 
vainly  and  foolifhly  have  I  lived  in  the  world  !  How 
lavifh  of  my  precious  time  !  How  unmindful  of  my 
latter  end  !  How  carelefs  of  my  immortal  foul  i 
How  little  in  preparation  for  eternity  !  Oh,  my  own 
heart  condemns  me,  my  fins  tedify  againd  me  ;  and 
thou  who  knowed  them  better  than  I  do  myfelf,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  ieveral  aggravations,  mighted  jud- 
ly  condemn  me  too.  Bat  Ttry  comfort  is,  that  with 
thee  the  Lord  there  is  mercy, '  that  thou  mayed  be 
feared  ;  and  with  thy  Son  them  is  plenteous  re¬ 
demption  :  wherefore,  for  his  fake;  be  pleafed  to  for¬ 
give  me  all  my  pad  tranfgrefilons,  whether1  in  tho’t, 
word,  or  deed,  thofe  I  remember,  and,  thofc  I  have 
forgotten,  and  let  them  neither  be  charged  on  me  to 
my  fhame  and  confufion  in  this  world,  lor  to  my 
everladmg  1  ain  in  that  which  is  to  come  Lord, 
orgive  the  follies  of  my  childhood,  the  extrwagan- 

uies  of  nry  youth,  and  all  the  iniquities  of  m\  riper 
years.  '  <  w 

s  oh  I 
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Oh  {.  I  am  polluted  with  fin,  and  dare  not  appear 
before  God  with  fny  own  filthy  rags  upon  me.— 
When  Adam  loft  the  garment  of  original  ri ghteou fi¬ 
ne  fs,  he  fled  from  God,  and  dreaded  the'  fummons 
of  ofFended  juftiee.  Now,  there  is  no  appearing  be¬ 
fore  God  with  acceptance,  but  in  the  garment  of  his 
Son  my  elder  brother.  Now  can  have  boldnefs  to 
enter  into  the  holieftof  all,  but  by  the  blood  of  Je- 
fius.  O  enable  me  to  difclaim  whatfoever  duties  I 
have  performed,  or  graces  I  have  exercifed,  and  to 
rely  on  a  crucified  Chrid  alone  for  pardon  and  life. 
Though  thou  flayed  me,  let  me  die  trufting  in  and 
cleaving  to  a  crucified  Jefus. 

Now  the -powers  of  darknefs  will  feek  to  raife  a 
temped  to  fhipwreck  the  vefiel  of  my  foul,  when  it 
would  enter  into  the  eternal  haven  ;  O  that  like  the 
wife  mariner,  when  the  dorm  approachelh,  I  may 
endeavour  to  fecure  the  vefiel  with  the  anchors  of 
faith  and  hope  fadened  on  the  Rock  Chrid  1 

O  that,  when  the  time  of  combat  with  my  lad  en¬ 
emy  cometh,  I  may  above  all  take  the  fhield  of  faith, 
whereby  I  may  be  fheltered  from  the  ding  of  death, 
and  may  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one  ! 

Q  that  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  Captain  of  my  falva- 
tion,  may  be  .with,  me  in  my ; lad  conflifh  and  may 
help  me  to  put  on  the  whfile  armour  of  God,  and 
give  me  {kill  to  ufe  it,  tfoat  I  may  be  able  to  dand 
in  the  evil  day  !  Teachf  my  hands  to  war,  and  my 
fingers  to  fight,  that  through  thee  I  may  do  valiant¬ 
ly,  and  tread  down  rnine  enemies.  O  that  now 
•I  may  fio  fmiih  courfe,  and  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith,  that  at  Jeath  I  may  receive  the  crown  of 
righteoufnefs-^ wh*ich  die  righteous  Judge  will  give 
to  all  that  lfjLe  his  appearing.  O  that  my  faith  may 
ripen  puii  afiurance,  that  I  may  go  off  the  fiage 

with  joy, ;)  aiK{  all  abundant  entrance  may  he  admimt- 
tered  ur  ltc  me  into  the  kingdom  of  my  Lord  and 
Savio^  Tefus.  Chrid  !  ; 

-  0  *hat  the  night  of  my  death  may  fhine  bright 

w:  .i  the  iparkling  davs  of  heavenly  graces  !  Lord, 

°  mcreafe 
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rncreaie  my  faith  !  let  the  pilgrim's  ftaff  of  faith  be 
never  oat  of  my  hand,  till  I  come  to  my  journey's 
end.  O  let  me  get  Chrift  all  in  my  arms,  like  old 
Simeon  before  his  death,  that  I  mav  fav,  like  him, 
4*  Now  let  dry  fervant  depart  in  peace  ;  for  mine  eyes 
have  feen  thy  falvation.”  Kindle  the  fire  of  heav¬ 
enly  love  in  my  foul,  and  give  me  a  fa  fie  of  heavenly 
joys.  O  for  one  beam  of  thy  light,  to  baniOi  away 
ale  my  doubts  and  fears  !-  Lord,  let  in  fomething  of 
heaven  to  my  foul,  before  itfelf  go  into  heaven. 

Lord,  take  me  not  out  ot  this  life  till  thou  haft 
ntted  me  for  a  better.-  May  I  be  fitted  for  heaven 
before  I  leave  the  earth,  and  finifh  my  work  before  I 
nnifh  my  courfe  !  Make  me  ready  to  meet  thee  at 
tny  coming,. that  fo  thy  coming  may  not  be  the  mat¬ 
ter  01  my  terror,  but  the  matter  of  my  hope,. defires, 
and  joyful  expectations.  O  that  I  may  be  in  a  ]on?~ 
ing  frame  for  tnat  bleiTed  time,  when  he  will  come, 
and  put  a  period  to  all  my  fins,  borrows,  troubles, 
and  temptations  here;  and  when  I  fiiall ‘exchange 
Tny  pi  eient  being  in  the  body,  for  an  everlafting  be¬ 
ing  with  the  Lord  !-  Lord,  (Lengthen  hoy  faith-  and 
hope,  that  fo  neither  the  fweetnefs  of  life,  the  pain 
Oi  death,  nor  apprehenfions  about  my  future  Rate, 
may  make  me  unwilling  to  die.  Is  my  Redeemer 
alcended,  and  gone  before  me  to  prepare  a  place  for 

me  ;  why  then  fhould  I  be  ftothful  to  go  in,  and  pof- 
fefs  the  good  land  >  i 

Mercy  hath  filled  up  all  my  life,,  and  brought  me 

wkT  t0Tlthr  Cnd  °f  lt  ;  °  let  jt  not  leave  ihe  now, 
hen  all  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  are  nothin? 

to  me,  and  lam  to  take  an  everlafting  farewell  ot 

them  all.  Now  one  fmile  of  thy  face,  one  tafte  of 

toy  love,  would  be  (Length  and  joy  to  my  departing 

wh rmraer  W°rd  t0  th^  Servant,  upon 
ted Cauf?d  t0  h°Pe5  haft  thou  not 

O  fulfil  Iv11  neV/r  IeaVe  tke>nor  for  fake  thee 
y  um  th,s  word  t0  me  in  the  time  of  my  need,  O 
k  me  never  go  off  the  ftage  with  a  heavy  heart,  or  a 
guilty  conscience ;  but  may  I  depart  in  peace,  an^ 

deep 
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fiecp  in  Jefus.  Let  me  breathe  out  my  departing- 
fcml  to  thee,  and  truft  it  in  thy  hand  and  fafe-keep- 
xng  :  and  let  my  fldh  reft  in  hope  of  riling  gloriouf- 
|y  at  the  la  ft  day,  through  him  who  is  the  relurrec- 
tion  and  the  life,  the  Lord  Jefus  (Thrift. 

Love  and  praife  is  the  exercife  oi  faints  for  ever  ; 
may  I  be  acquainted  with  it  here  i"  O  fliall  1  not 
love  and  praife  him,  who  hath  forgiven  all  my  ini¬ 
quities,  headed  all  my  H  lie  ales,  redeemed  my  life 
from  deftruflioii,  and  crowned  me  with  loving-kind- 
nefs  and  tender  mercies  ?  He  hath  caufed  goodnels 
and  mercy  follow  mehdl  the  days  of  my  life  ;  and 
{ball  not  I  follow  him  with  praife s  at  the  end  of  it  ? 

Now  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  and 
the  lamp  of  life  is  ready  to  be  extinguifhed.  O  that 
I  may  die  in  faith,  that  whether  the  lamp  go  out  of 
its  own  accord,  or  by  fome  iuduen  blaft,  it  may  be 
lighted  again  by  the  immortal  beams  of  the  Sun  of 
rightcotrfnefs  !  And  though  I  be  overtaken  with 
the  deep  of  death,  and  lie  down  m  the  bed  of  the 
p-rave  ;  yet  fliall  I  awake  again  m  the  morning  ot 
the  refurreflion,  that  morning  which  fliall  never  be 
fucceeded  by  an  evening  when  I’ feat  1  behold  thy 
face  in  righteoufnefs,  and  be.  eternally  fatisfied  with 

thy  likenefs.  ■» 

Now  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  ready 

to  launch  forth  into  eternity,  where  I  {hall  Be  fixea 
in  mv  everla fling  condition.  Grant  me,  Lord,  tne 
perfect  ufe  of  my  fenfes,  of  my  reafon  and  under- 
{landing,  that  I  may  glorify  thy  name,  and  edny 
my  neighbors  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  departure. 
And  now,  when  1  am  to  conflia  with  the  king  of 
terrors,  O  fupport  and  affift  me  in  my  torell  extrem¬ 
ities  and  la  ft  agonies,  O  mercifully  mitigate  death  > 
pangs,  and  let ' my  paffage.  be  eafy,  and  my  landing 
fafet  Stand  by  me  in  my  dying  moments,  ana  fuc- 
cour  my  foul  in  thy  hands  from  all  its  ueadly  ene¬ 
mies.  And  when  I  am  numbered  among  the  dead 
let  me  alfo  be  numbered  among  the  redeemed  ane, 
‘bkiTed  ef  the  Lord  for  ever. 


O 
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*  O  Lord,  'thou  determined  both  the  bounds  of 
man's  life,  and  the  bounds  of  his  habitation.  If  a 
hair  of  my  head  cannot  fall  to  the  ground  without 
thy  providence,  far  lefs  can  my  whole  body  fall  into 
the  grave  without  it.  Thou  had  told  me  plainly, 
that  I  mud  die  ;  but  mercifully  had  concealed  the 
time,  place,  and  manner,  that  I  might  always  dand 
upon  my  guard,  every  hour  expert  thy  coming,  and 
have  my  accounts  in  my  hand, ’always  prepared  to 
give  them  up  to  thee  my  Judge.  Judly  mighted 
thou  have  fnatched  me  away  by  a  furprifmg  call, 
and  fudden  droke  :  but  in  thy  goodnefs  thou  giveli 
me  warning,,  and  time  to  fet  my  houfe  and  foul  in 
order.  O  gracioufly  dnilii  what  is  now  wanting  of 
the  work  of  thy  grace  in*  my  heart  and  foul,  and 
thoroughly  accomplidi  and  furnifh  me  to  appear  ia 
thy  bleded  prefence.  May  I  now  die  to  iln  every 
hour,  that  I  may  not  die  for  fin  hereafter.  Caufe 
lin  wholly  to  die  before  me,  that  it  may  not  rife  in 
judgment  againd  me  after  death. 

O  God,  be  thou  my  refuge  and  drength,  arid  a 
very  prefent  help  in  trouble  ;  and  then  I  wti  not  fear 
though  the  waters  of  afHiaion  rage,  and  be  troubled, 
and  though  all  the  mountains  of  earthly  comforts 
fhake  with  the  dwelling  thereof..  ;  There  is  a  river, 
the  dreams  whereof  dial!  make  glad  the  city  of 
God.  O  let  my  ioul  dwell  beiide  thefe  living  dreams, 
and  drink  of  them  for  ever..  In  the  valley  of  the 
fhadow  of  death,  Lord,  be  thou  prefent  as  the  good 
Shepherd  with  thy  guiding  rod,  and  fupporting* 
daff;  and  make  my  departure  eafy,  and  full  of 
peace  and  hope.  Lord,  carry  me  fafe  through  the 
dark  padage  upon  which  I  am  entering,  and  let  me 
find  it  agate  of  glory,  a  door  opened  into  the  ever- 
lading  kingdom  and  joy  of  the  Lord.  Lord  Jcfus, 
recede  my  fpirit,  and  let  it  be  prefented,  juftifled, 
and  fpotlels  to  the  Father,  that  it  may  come  to  the 
ipints  ofjud  men  made  perfetf,  and  join  with  them 
•in  nnging  the  new  fong,  “  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  flail*,  and  hath  redeemed’ Us  to  God  by  his 

'  1 ^  2  blood. 
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blood,  to  receive  power,  honor,  glory,  and  bleffing 
for  ever.  Amen.’’ 

*  •  '  ' 

S-ome  Meditations  for  drooping  believers,  when  death  is  near* 

RAVELLERS,  who  have  met  with  many 
JL  (tonus.,  troubles,  and  dangers  in  their  journeys, 
rejoice  when  they  come  near  to  their  own  country  \ 
and  (hall  not  I,  a  Granger  and  pilgrim,  that  hath 
been  long  wandering. in  a- wildernds,  be  glad  when 
I  come  near  my  bleifed  home,  my  dear  friends,  and 
eternal  habitation  ? 

With  what  cheerfulnefs  do  fome  women  endure 
the  pains  of  child-bearing,  being  fnpported  with  the. 
hopes  of  a  child’s  being  born  in  the  world  ?  And 
what  is  the  joy  of  a  man-child  being  brought  into 
this  finful  and  miferable  world,  to  the  joy  of  a  fancli- 
hed  foul’s  being  brought  out  of  it  into  heaven  for 
ever  ?  It  is  pleafant  when  -the  hard  winter  goeth 
over,  the  meflengers  of  the  fpring,  the  fmging  of 
birds  doth  come,  and  fhall  not  I  rejoice,  when  fick- 
nefs  and  forerunners  of  death  do  tell  me,  that  the 
winter  of  my  darknefs  and  trouble  is  paft,  and  the 
hammer  of  my  eternal  light  and  joys  is  at  hand  ? 

What  though  death  be  the  king  of  terrors  ?  is  not 
glorious-  Child  the  king  of  comforts  ?  Have  not  I 
met  already  with  this  bleifed  king  :  and  why  (hould 
(  fear  to  meet  with  the  other  ?  O  let  my  ftrength 
and  fupport  at  this  time  come  from  Chrift,  my  cov¬ 
ena  uted  redeemer. 

O  Lord,  deliver  my  foul  from  death,  mine  eyes 
from  tears;,  and  my  feet  from  failing  !  O  bring  me 
out  of  the  miry  clay,,  let  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and 
eifablifh  my  goings,  and  put  a  new  fong  in  my 
mouth,  even  praifes  to  our  God  l 

If  Jacob  went  down  fo  cheerfully  into  Egypt, 
when  God  had  faid  unto  him,  “  fear  not  to  go 
down  ;  for  I  will  go  down  with  thee*  and  I  will 
bring  thee  .up  again,’’  why  Ihould  a  believer  fear  to 
down  to  the  grave,  when  God  hath  undertaken 

to  oo  down  with  him  thither,  and  19  bring  him. up 
J  again  i 
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again  ?  His  body  may  be- turned  into  dull:,  but  God  is 
in  covenant  with  his  duft  and  will  notfuifer  the  lead 
particle  of  it  to  be  loft. 

Are  not  the  righteous  taken  away  from  the  evil 
to  come  ?  Do  they  not  reft  in  their  beds,,  and  enter 
into  peace  ?  Why  then  fhould  I  grudge  at  dying  ? 
When  the  Lord  is  to  bring  heavy  wrath  and  judg¬ 
ments  upon  a  land,  he  frequently  houfeth  many 
of  his  people  in  heaven  before-hand  and  how  hap¬ 
py  are  thefe  that  win  the  houfe  before  the  fweeping 
hail-fliower  doth  fall.  A.  believer  needeth  not  to 
look  for  any  fettled  fair  weather  in  this  world  :  it 
will  be  nothing’  but  one  fhower  up,  and  another 
down,  till  he  be  houfed  in  heaven.  G  why  then 
Jhould  I  linger  in  this  wildernefs  ! 

How  highly  dignified  is  the  believer,  in  being 
made  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  his  own 
Son  Jefus  Ghrift  !  fo  that  Chrift  and  the  believer  do, 
as  it  were*..  divide  heaven  betwixt  them  ;  they  have 
tne  fame  Father,  dwell  in  the.  fame  houfe,  fit  at  the 
fame  table,  reign  on  the  fame  throne,  and  partake  of 
the  fame  glory,.  Q  what  honour  is  this,  which  is 
put  upon  a  worm  of  the  earth  !  It  is  indeed  but  lit-* 
lie  that  the  young  heir  enjoys  of  the  inheritance 
while  in.  this  world  ;  no  more  than  will  ferve  to  bear 
his  charges  to  heaven,  where  he  (hall  get  all,  forget 
his  prefent  ftraits,  and  remember  his  poverty  no 
more.  O  why  then  Ihouldnot  I,  like  a  young  heir, 
be  looking  and  longing  for  the  expiring  of  my  mi. 
nomy,  when  I  fhall  arrive  at  ripe  age,  and  enter  up- 
on  the  full  poifeffion  of  the  inheritance  !  O  that  I 
could  fend  out  faith  and  hope,  thefe  two  faithful 
fpies,  to  fnrvey  the  promifed.  land,  or  at  kail  to  vifit 
the  borders  of  my  elder  brother’s  country  !  what  an 
encouraging  report  would  they  bring  back  '  Mv 
glorious  Lord  is  gone,  he  hath  left  the  earth,  and 
entered  into  h.s  glory  j  my  brethren  and  friends 

•If  mrlry  of  them  arrived  there  alfo.  How  great 
is  the  difference  betwixt  my  ftate  and  their’s  !  I  am 

groaning  out  my  complaints,  but  they  are  finging 
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God’s  praife  :  I  am  m  darkneft  and  canoct  fee  0 of  ; 
but  they  are  in  light,  and  fee  him  taco  to  .  ■  ^  > 

my  Lord,  lhall  I  ftay  behind,  when  they,  are  <o:  1 

Should  I. be  fatified  to  wander  in  the  wildernti  fur 
diftant  from  my  Father  and  my  God,  when  they  ?.re 
triumphing  above,  dividing  the  fpoil  ?  No,  I  will 
look  Rill  after  them  with  a  Read  fa  ft  eye,  and  cry, 
O  Lord,  how  long  ?  I  will  wait  now  in  hope,  yea, 
rejoice  in  the  forethoughts  of  the  day,  when  my  mi¬ 
nority  lhall  be  expired,  my  pilgrimage  fini  fired,  my 
banifhment  over,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my  coun¬ 
try  and  friends  above. 

What  though  my  days  be  dark  and  gloomy  now, 
my  winter  be  ftiarp  and  ftormy  ?  why,  it  is  but  fhort, 
and  near  over ;  the  eternal  fummer  approacheth  *:• 
the  long  day,  the  high  fun,  and  the  fair  garden  of 
my  well-beloved,  above  thefe  viiible  heavens,  will 
quickly  make  amends  for  all.  Let  me  get  up  by 
faith, and  vifit  the  new  land, view  the  fair  city,  and  be¬ 
hold  the  white  throne,  .and  the  Lamb  that  fits  theie- 
on,  that  X'may  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Shall  many  of  the  heirs  of  wrath  go  ringing  and 
rejoicing  to  hell  and  will  an  heir  of  God  go 
drooping  and  forrowing  to  heaven  L  Gb,  let  me  not, 
by  my  behaviour  on  a  death-bed,  bring  up  a  baa  re¬ 
port  upon  Chrift’s  good  way,  and  the  land  which  he 

hath  purchaied,;.  '  .  r 

Have  I  fuch  great  and  precious  promifes  lett  me^ 

and  (hall  X  not  live  and  feed  upon  them  in  the  time 
of  mv  need  ?  Shall  I  not  truft  the  word  of  him  that  is 
faithful  and  true  l  Hath  he  not  faid  to  me,  “  When 
thou  pafteft  through  the  waters,  X  will  be  with  thee.; 
and  through  the  rivers,  they  (hall  not  overflow  thee  ; 
when  thou  walked  through  the  fire,  thou  fhalt  not 
be  burnt  ?  neither  (hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee  f 
“When  the  difciples  were  fore  to  (Ted  with  winds  ana 
■waves,  thou  cameft  to  them  m  the  fourth  watch  o 
the  night,  walking  on  the  waters  ;  and  when  tlfcir 
fears  were  incieafed,  thou  faidft,  “  It  is  I,  be  not,  a- 
fiaid.”  Thou  rebuksit the  winds,  and  mere  pretent- 
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\y  followed  a  great  calm.  My  Redeemer’s  cornpaL 
/ions  continue  ;  his  bowels, are  not  (hut  up  this  d<.y* 
more  than  in  the  days  oi  his  defh.1  •  u  Jeius  ClmU  i* 


the  fame  to  dav,  yefterday,  and  forever. 

Ah  !  I  have  too  little  improve**  my  acquaintance 
with  precious  Chrift  in  the  nay  of  my  lire  !  how 
ready  am  I  to  mifken  and'  nuftalce  him,  when  Ik.. 
changeth  his  difpolitions  towards  me  !  1  hough^  I 
have  been  long  at  ChriiVs  fchool,  wrhat  im  di  profic¬ 
iency  have  I  made  in  the  work  and  mydery  ot  faith  ? 
Mow  little  have  I  learned  to  believe  in  the  darie, 
and  to  drop  an  anchor  at  midnight  upon  the  rock 
of  ages,  and  to  look  out  for  the  dawning  of  the  day  } 
Surely  the  day  (hall  break,  and  the  fhadows  Bee 
away  :  my  King  cornedi,  my  well-beloved  is  on  his  < 
way  ;  he  hath  lent  his  letter  before  him  to  warn  me 
of  it,  faying,  “  Behold  i  come  quickly.”  O  tnat 
like  the  cold  and  wearied  night-watch,  I  may  be 
looking  out  for  the  appearing  of  the  morning-ftar, 
and  the  breaking  of  the  eaftern  fky  ;  and  may  bt 
ftill  crying,  “  Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus,  come 
quickly.”  * 

Thou  haft  faid,  “  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous, 
and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.”  Surely 
God's  feed  fhall  not  lie  always  beneath  the  clods  ; 
the  time  is  at  hand;  when  it  fhall  'fprmg  ;  and  joyful 
will  the  crop  be  at  lafr.  O  that,  like  David  in  af¬ 
fliction,  I  would  encourage  myfelf  in  the  Lord  my 
God,  and  fay,  “The  Lord  liveth,  bleffed  be  my 
rock  !”  why  fhould  1  droop  while  my  Lord  liveth, 
and  my  rock  fiandeth  ?  My  hopes  may  die,  my  com¬ 
forts  may  die,  my  gifts  die,  my  riches  die,  my  re¬ 
lations  die,  and  my  body  die  ;  but  good  news, 
“  The  Lord  liveth,  bleffed  be  my  rock  !”  The 
difciples  had  a  melancholy  tune  while  Chrifl  was 
dead,  and  lying  in  the  grave  ;  but  that  fad  time  is 
over,  fte  is  now  rifen,  and  will  die  no  more.  Nay, 
he  hath  proclaimed  it  for  my  comfort,  faying, 
“  Fear  not,  I  am  the  firft  and  the  laff:  I  am  he 
that  liveth  and  was  dead  ;  and-  behold  I  am  alive 

forevermore,. 


214 


'Ajfiificd  Man* s  Cgtnpaniwi, 

forevermore,  amen  ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and 

,  ,  J  UllU 

death. 

AVhen  my  foul  is  caft  down  within  me,  let  me  re¬ 
member  God  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  and  the  hill 
Tvlizar  ,  that  I  may  r^afon  myfelf  out  of  all  my  fears 
and  difcouragements  ;  for  yet,  “  the  Lord  will  com- 
mand  his  loving  kindnefs  in  the  day  time,  and  in  the 
night  his  fong  fha.ll  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  to 
the  God  of  my  lifed* 

u  Why  then  art  thou  cad  down,  O  my  foul,  and’ 
why  art  thou  diiquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in 
God,  for  I  fhall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of 
my  countenance,  and  my  God.” 

Now,  when  death  is  at  hand,  let  not  my  Saviour  be 
far  off/  He  who  remembered  the  dying  thief,  and 
fpoke  comfortably  to  him,  let  him  now  remember 
me  when  he  is  feated  in  his  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my 
foul,  “  This  day  thou  (halt  be  with  me  in  paradife.” 
When  it  is  abfent  from  the  body,  let  it  be  prefen t 
with  the  Lord.  Let  the  angels  now  be  ready  to  do 
their  office,  to  carry  my  departing  foul  into  Abra¬ 
ham’s  bofom.  Let  me  now  depart,  that  I  may  be' 
with  Chrift  ;  yea,  be  forever  with  the  Lord,  that  I 
may  fee  his  face.  Let  me  dwell  there,  where  they 
have  no  night,  need  no  candle,  nor  light  of  the  fun 
forever ;  wheie  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from 
their  eyes,  and  there  fhall  he  no  more  death,  neither 
forrow  nor  crying. 

Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit.  By 
the  hands  of  him  who  hath  redeemed  it,  let  it  be-pre- 
fcnted  to  thee  without  ipot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  luch 
thing.. 

An  addition  of  fome  further. Meditations  proper  for  any  fick 

perfcn  in  the  view  of  deatn. 

t  J' ^  HE  Lord  is  pleafed  fometimes  to  call  men 
I  down  on  beds  of  ficknefs,  and  draw  the  cur¬ 
tain  betwixt  the  world  and  them,  that  they  may 
take  a  view  of  their  by-paft  life,  and  future  Late. 
Now  is  it  time  for  me  to  look  into  my  foul,  and  ex¬ 
amine 
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amine  my  ftate.  Oh,  Sow  many  do  mifs  falvatlon,' 
when  they  think  themfelves  fare  of  it  !  They  mi  (lake 
a  form  of  godlinefs  for  the  power  of  it,  and  thereby 
deceive  themfelves,  thinking  themfelves  fomething 
when  they  are  nothing. 

Some  come  the  length  as  to  (lied  tears,  as  Efaii 
did  ;  profefs  fair,  yea,  fight  for  the  Lord,  as  Saul 
and  Jehu  did  ;  with  for  the  end  of  the  righteous,  as 
Balaam  did  :  defire  God's  people  to  pray  for  them, 
as  Pharaoh  and  Simon  Magus  did  ;  walk  foftly,  and 
mourn  for  fear  of  judgments,  as  Ahab  did  ;  joy  in 
gofpel  ordinances,  and  reform  in  many  things,  as 
Herod  did.;  prophefy  and  lpeak  well  of  Chrift,  as 
Caiaphas  and  Judas  did  ;  be  convinced  and  tremble 
at  hearing  a  fermon,  as  Felix  did  ;  yea,  tafte  the 
-good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
•come,  as  apoftates  have  done  :  and  yet  for  all  thefe 
-attainments  remain  Grangers  to  the  faving  work  of 
the  Spirit  on  the  heart. 

O  that  the  conhderation  of  hypocrites  attainments 
might  alarm  me  out  of  my  fecurity,  and  make  me 
reftlefs  till  I  find  the  diftinguifhing  marks  of  true 
grace,  and  fincere  faith  in  my  foul !  O  that  1  could 
fay,  tli ere  is  a  principle  in  me,  that  will  not  fuffer  me 
to  build  on  any  foundation  in  the  world  but  Chrift 
and  his  righteoufnefs  ;  that  makes  me  content' with 
Chrift, with  all  his  offices,  with  all  his  precepts,  and 
with  his  very  crofs  for  his  fake  !  Doth  the  love  of 
Chrift  keep  me  back  from  fin,  more  than  the  I  t w,  or 
fear  of  hell  ?  Have  I  aimed  at  God’s  honour  in  all 
my  actions,  civil,  natural,  and  religious  ?  Am  I  hum¬ 
bled,  and  denied  to  mine  own  will, .  wit,  credit,  eafes 
and  honour,  and  to  all  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  ? 
Am  I  acquainted  with  the  throne  of  grace,  and  de¬ 
mons  to  keep  up  a  conftant  correfpondehce  with  it  ? 
O  let  me  not  reft  till  X  perceive  thefe  things  in  my 
loul  which  accompany  jfalyat’on. 

O  how  comfortable  would  it  be  to  me  now,  if  I 
could  fay  with  good  Hezekiah  in  his  ficknefs,  “  Re¬ 
member  now,  O  Lord,  how  I  have  walked  before 

thee 
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thee  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  have 
done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  fight  ?”  O  that  X 
could  pray,  and  fay, 'with  Jefus  my  Saviour,  when 
in  the  view  of  death,  “  Father,  !  have  glorified  thee 
on  the  earth  ;  I  have  fmilhed  the' work- vi'hich  thou 
gaveft  me  to  do  :  and  now*  O  Father,  glorify  thou 
riie  with  tlhne  own  felf,  with  the  glory  which  thou 
hadft  ordained  for  me'  before  the  world  was  !” 

Alas,  Lord,  I  nuift  confefs,  rny  iniquities  have 
gone  up  above  mine  head  ;  my  '  miffpent  time,  'my 
unfrritfulnefs  under  the  means  of  grace,  and  water¬ 
ings  of  ordinances,  may  caufe  me  to  cry  out,  Woe  is 
me  for  the  leannefs  of  my  foul,  and'  barrennefs  of  my 
heart  !  I  have  been  an  empty  vine,  bringing  forth 
fruit  only  to  myfelf,  I  have  hid  my  Lord’s  money, 
and  therefore  deferve  the  doom  of  die  wicked  and 
flothful  fervant.  But  my  relief  is  in  my  Surety's 
righteoufnefs.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  Tent 
his  Son  to  blefs  thofe  who  by  nature  lie  under  the 
curfe,  and  to  intercede  for  thofe  that  cannot  ipeak 
for  themfelves.  O  how  fuitable  is  he  to  my  foul’s 
cafe  !  I  have  indeed  a  multitude  of  fins,  but  he  hath, 
a  multitude  of  .tender  mercies  ;  I  have  deep  and 
heinous  guilt,  but  he  hath  a  deep  fountain  for  walk¬ 
ing  it  out ;  I  am  fold  under  fm,  but  he  hath  a  ranfom 
to  buy  me  back  again  ;  my  fore  is  broad,  but  his 
plaifter  is  anfwerable  ;  my  wound  is  great,  but  his 
balm  is  excellent.  Surely  it  is  my  wifdom  to  go  to 
Chriil  with  all  my  grievances,  and  always  to  lie  and 
cry  at  my  Redeemer’s  door. 

O  that  now,  when  the  fun  cf  my  life  is  fitting,  the 
bleffed  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  may  arife  and  fame  up¬ 
on  my  foul  1  Goodnefs  and  mercy  hath  followed 
me  while  I  lived  ;  O  that  Chrift  n  glory  may  meet 
me  when  I  die  !  I  mull  acknowledge  thy  goodnefs  ; 
were  this  the  laft  hour  I  had  to  live,  and  this  the  lad 
word  I  had  to  fpeak  in  the  world,  I  behoved  'o  fay* 
Lord  thou  haft  been  a  merciful  and  gracious  God  to 
me  ;  my  whole  life  hath  been  a  continued  tratf:  of 

mercy  :  Lord,  crown  the  end  of  it  with  mercy  alfo. 

— Surely 
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Surely  the  fea  is  not  fo  full  of  water,  nor  the  fun  fo 
full  of  light,  as  thou  art  full  of  grace  and  mercy. 
O  let  not  my  fins  ftop  the  current  of  thy  tender 
mercies  at  this  time.  Lord,  drown  all  my  fins  in 
the  fea  of  ChrifPs  blood,  that  my  foul  may  not  be 
funk  by  them  in  the  ocean  of  divine  wrath.  Lord 
Jeius,  embrace  my  periling  foul  in  thy  arms  :  let 
thy  crofs  be  my  fecurity,  and  t|jy  wounds  my  refuge. 

O  thou  that  beared  the  young  ravens  which  cry, 
be  nor  ulent  to  me  at  this  time,  left  if  thou  be  fi- 
lent  to  me,  I  be  like  them  to  go  down  to  the  pit. 

Lord,  I  am  now  called  to  the  work  I  never  did ; 
give  me  the  ftrength  I  never  had.  Surely  it  is  au 
important  matter  to  die,  and  my  eternal  ftate  de- 
pen  deth  upon  dying  aright.  What  I  do  amifs  in 
my  life  one  day,  I  may  amend  it  in  the  next :  but 
not  fo  here,  I  can  die  but  once  :  if  I  mar  this  piece 
of  work,  I  cannot  come  back  to  mend  it  again  ;  if  I 
forgetany  thing  neceiTary  for  my  journey,  I  cannot 
return  to  fetch  it.  Oh,  a  wrong  ftep  in  going  out 
of  this  life  is  highly  dangerous.  In  one  refpedt  it  is 
lixe  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  can  never  be 
forgiven  :  for  I  cannot  come  back  to  mourn  for  it. 
of  all  the  bufinefs  I  ever  undertook,  I  have  moll 
need  to  take  care  of  my  dying. 

Oh,  is  death  coming  to  take  down  this  earthly 
tabernacle,  and  to  put  the  one  half  of  me  in  the  dark 
grave,  and  the  other  half  of  me  in  heaven  or  in  hell; 
2nd  fhall  I  give  fleep  to  mine  eyes,  or  dumber  to 
mine*  eye-lids,  till  I  find  my  felt  in  that  cafe,  that  I 
dare  xook  death  in  the  face,  and  dare  hazard  mv 
foul  upon  eternity  ? 

O  to  have  right  impreffions  of  the  certainty  of 
death,  and  the  uncertainty  of  life  ?  What  is  my  life 
but  a  vapour  a  fund  glafs  of  tixty  or  feventy  years, 
which  will  focn  run  out?  Eternity  and  a  judgment- 
feat  are  now  hard  upon  me.  The  blaft  of  the  laft 
trumpet  is  at  hand.  There  will  fhortly  be  a  procla¬ 
mation  by  one  Handing  in  the  clouds  that  time  fhall 
oe  no  ruoie.  The  world  looks  big  in  meeds  eyes  in 

tunc 
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time  of  health  ;  but, when,  the  eye-firings  break,  the 
breath  turns  cold,  and  the  imprifoned  foul  looks 
out  at  the  windows  of  the  clay  houfe,,  ready  to  leap 
out  into  eternity,  can  the  world  give /any  fatisfa&ion? 
No,  no;  a  lamp  full  of  oil  will  be  valued  then  more 
than  a  houfe  full  of  gold.  /The  fineft  things  on 
earth  will  then  appear  nothing  but  a  piece  of  pain¬ 
ted  duft,  and  gilded  clay.  How  gladly  would  the 
greateft  worldling,  then,  give  all  his  gold  and  filver 
riches  and  honors^  for  one  light  of  ChrilVs  fair  face, 
one /mile  of  his  countenance?  O  wherefore  fhould 
men  .in  health  negleft  the  market  ,  of  grace,  and 
flight  the  pearl  of  great  price  ?  Why  fhould  they 
fpend  their  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  aud 
their  labor  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ? 

Lord,  lave  me.  from  the  hypocrite’s  cafe  at  death, 
whofe  candle,  of  profeflion  and  of  hope  burns  and 
blazes  fair  all  the  way  with  him,  but  goeth  out  in 
the  dark  trance  of  death  \  and  there  he  Rumbles  and 
falls,  and  (hall  rife  no  more,  f  O  that  my  profydion 
and  hope  may  be  of  God’s  creating  !  If  God  light 
.my  candle,  then  (hall  my  feet  be  enlightened  through 
the  dark  valley,  and  death  nor  hell  (hull  not  be  able 
to  put  it  out. 

Lord,  fubdue  fin  in  me,  and  let  it  be  continually 
dying  now,  that  it  may  certainly  be  dead  before  me. 
God  forbid  that  my  fms  fhoujd  furvive  me. 

O  that,  when  the  ftreke  of  death  diffolves  my 
body,  my  foul  may  efcape  as  a; bird  out  of  the  fnare 
of  the  fowler,  and  may  alcend  to  the  heavenly  re¬ 
gions  to  enjoy  God  himfehf. 

O  let  me  look  throughjhe  grates  of  mortality,  and 
long  for  the  jailgr’s  /coming  to  fet  me  at  liberty. 
G<ad  help  me  to  overcome  the  love  of  lire,  ami  fears 
of  death.  If  my  neighbor  lend  me  any  thing,  I 
ray  it  again  with  thanks ;  and  fhail  I  not  reitore  my 
life  to  God  with  thanks,  ' who  hath  been  pleafed  to 
lend  me  it  fo  long  ?  A  rife,  and  let  me  d.epart<  to. 

this  is  not  my  All:. heaven  is  my  home,  Lord, 
?  ,  '  V  ‘  bring 
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bring  me  to  it ;  the  joys  of  it  are  too  great  to  ente* 
into  me?  O  make  me  fit  to  enter  into  them. 

;  While 'I  lie  on  a  fick-bed,  Lord,  help  me  to  patience 
in  my  iicknefs  without  murmuring. 

How  willingly  would  the  damned  in  hell  endure 
my  pains  a  thousand  years,  if  they  had  my  hopes  of 
being  laved  at  lafl !  Blefied  be  God,  that  my  llfk- 
nels  is  not  hell,  that  my  pains  are  not  eternal. 

O  that  I  may  look  on  my  afili&ion  as  coming 
hand  of  him  that  is  the  Lord  of  health  and 
oj  iicknefs,  of  life  and  of  death  who  killeth  and  ma- 
keth  alive,  brings  th  down  to  the  grave,  and  raifeth 
up  again  >  That  foverign  and  wife  Lord  hath. deter¬ 
mined  the  time  when  my  afHi<flion  fhall  end,  as  well 
as  the  time  when  it  began.  Thirty-eight  years  were 
appointed  the  fick  man  at  Bethefda  pool ;  eighteen 
years  the  woman  that  Satan  kept  bound  *  twelve 
years  to  the  woman  with  the  bloody  i/Tue  ;  ten  days 
tribulation  to  thofe  of  Smyrna  y  three  days  plague 
to  David.  .  The  number  of  the  godly  man’s  tears  is 

regiitered  in  God’s  book  y  yea,  the  hairs  of  his  head 
are  numbered. 


When  David  got  his  choice  of  his  own  chaftife- 
ment,  he  chofie  rather  to  be  correded  by  the  ham? 
of  God,  than  by  any  other  mean*,  faying,  «  Lpt  me 
fall  mto  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  for  his  mercies  are 
great.  I  was  dumb,  and  opened  not  my  mouth, 
beeaiife  thou  didft  it.  Glory  to  God,  that  I  am  fall, 
e*  mto  his  merciful  hand.  Hath  God  appointed, 
.hat  man  s  coming  mto  the  tyorld  (hall  be  attended 

■With  pam  and  crying,  and  his  going  out  of  it  wit! 

grief  and  trouble  5  and  fhall  I  quarrel  at  it?  No, 
I  defire  humbly  to  underly  the  correffion  of  mi*e 
iniquity,  and  to  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
becaufe  IW  finned  againft  him.  O  that  the  fick- 

foul  r°idy  bS  3  means  of  Ilealth  to  my 

act  be  cbaftf"ed  of  the  Lord’  fo  that  I  may 

sot  be  condemned  with  the  world  ! 

1  !s  g°°d  for  the  believer  that  he  is  affixed,  why  ? 
2.  iprings  ,rom  divine  love,  and  it  works  for  his  foul’s 

gooc^ 
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«?oo d.  Affliffidn  is  a  feal  of  his  adoption,  and  no 
fign  cf  reprobation.  The  pure fi  gold  is  ofteft  ti  ied, 
the  fweeteft  grape  is  hardeft  prefled ^  and  the  trueft 
Chriftian  is  heavicft  croffed.  But  O  how  foon  will 
the  Chrift? an  forget  all  his  groans  when  lie  comes  to 
heaven  ?  A  s  foon  as  Stephen  favv  Chrift,  though  at 
a  diftance,  he  forgot  all  his  wounds  and  bruifes  ;  he 
minded  no  more  the  terror  of  the  hones  about  his 
ears,  but  fweetly  yielded  his  foul  into  his  Redeem¬ 
er's  hands. 

I  read  of  many  in  the  gofpel,  that  by  bckneffes 
and  difeafes  were'  driven  unto  Chrift,  who,  if  they 
had  enjoyed  health  and  profperity,  would  have  neg¬ 
lected,  like  many  others,  to  come  to  hirn.  O  bleffed 
Is  that  crofs,  that  draweth  a  brine r  to  Chrift,  to  lay 
Open  his  own  miferyy  and  implore  Chrift’s  mercy, 
And  bleffed  be  that  Chrift,  who  never  reftifeth  the 
firmer  that  cometh  to  him,  though  driven  by  afflic« 
lion  and  nivfe-rv.  To  whom  fhall  fuch  a  diftrefied 
creature  as  I  go,  but  to  him  who  is  the  only  phyftcian,* 
that  can  both  cure  my  foul  from  ftn,  and  my  body 
from  hcknefs  ? 

Lord,  thou  never  deniedft  thy  mercy  to  any  bo¬ 
ner  that  afked  it  with  a  penitent  heart.  .There  were 
many  forts  of  ficfc  bnnerS  that  came  to  thee  in  the 
days  of  my  fiefh  thevblind5  the  deaf,  the  lame,  th^ 
lepers  ;  thefe  that  were  lickdfpalbes.,dropfies,  fevers 
fluxes,  and  were  poffeffed  with  devils  ;  and  yet  nev¬ 
er  one  of  them  came  crying  for  mercy,  that  went  a- 
way  without  his  errand,  were  his  fm  never  fo  great, 
his  difeafe  never  fo  grevious.  Kay,  fo  merciful  ib 
my  Redeemer,  that  he  offered  and  gave  his  mercy  to 
many  that  never  afked  it,  being  moved  with  the 
bowels  of  his  own  comp's  lion,  and  the  fight  of  then* 
miferv  ;  f >  dealt  he  with  the  woman  of  Samaria,  the 
widow  of  Nain,  and  the  man  that  lay  thirty-eight 
ye  airs  at  the  pool  of  Bethelda.  Oh,  if  he  gave  hu. 
mercy  fo  willingly  to  them  that  did  not  afk  it,  anc, 
was  found  of  them  that  fought  him  not,  will  he  deny 

mere v  to  my  foul  that  is-  crying  for  it  ? 

;  '  There 
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There  ia  but  aftep  betwixt  me  and  death  ;  Lord, 
feal  my- pardon  to  me,  before  I  go  hence,  and  be  no 
more.  O  draw  nigh  to  me,  and  fave  me  :  for  my 
foul  is  full  of  trouble,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto 
the  grave.  Thy  loving* kin dnefs  is  better  than  life; 
O  make  me  fure  of  that,  and  I  will  willingly  part  with 
this- mortal  life, 

O  thou  who  willed:  not  that  any  (Kotild  perifh, 
but  that  all  fhould  come  to  repentance  ;  be  pie  a  fed 
£o  make  life  of  the  chaftifement  of  my  body,  as  a 
medicine  to  cure  my  foul,  and  bting  me  to  a  true 
and  fmcere  repentance.  One  day  is  with  thee  as 
*thoufand  years  ;  O  work  in  me  in  this,  which  may 
be  my  laft  day,  whatfoever  thou  feed  wanting  in 
me.  Enable  me  terprefent  unto  thee  the  facrifice  of  a 
broken  and  contrite  heart,  which  thou  haft  pfomifed 
not  to  dofpife.  Give  a  true  and  lively  faith  in.  the 
b Idled  Jefus,  who  is  tha  propitiation  for  our  fins  • 
ide  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreftions,  he  was 
bruifed  for  our  iniquities,  the  chaftifement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him  ;  O  heal  me  by  his  ftripe&. 
Let  the  cry  of  his  blood  drown  the  clamor  of  r$y 
fins.  'I  am  indeed  a  child  of  wrath,  but  Chrift  is 
the  fon  of  thy  love  *  G  pity  fne  for  his  fake,  and 
let  my  ioul  find  fanduary  in  his  wounds. 

O  Lord,  tne  waters  of  afHiftion  are  come  in  even 
upon  my  foul ;  O  let  the  fpirit  of  God  move  on 
thefe  waters,  that,  like  the  pool  of  Bethefda,  they 
may  cure  whatever fpiritual  difeafes  thou  feed  in  me. 
CLLord,  coniider.  my  Affliction,..  accept  my  tyars, 
aduage  my  pam,  increafe  my  patience,  and  finifh 
my  troubles.  Correa  me  with  the  chaftifement  of 
a  father,  and  not  with  the  wounds  of  an  enemy  - 

and  though,  thou  take  not  off  thy  rod,.  Lord,  tad 
away  thine  anger. 

Lord,  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  O  let 

fC,  h]ahrein0thlTS  f  mt;  but>  as  heaccufeth,  do. 
1‘  .  f  ''5,  1  ,have  nothin§  t0  %  for  mvfelf, 

but.  be  thou  my  advocate,  Lord  ;  and  do  thou  an! 

fwer  for  me.  I  am  clothed  with  filthy  garment- 

Ta  '  and  ’ 
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and  Satan  (lands  at  my  right  hand  to  refill  me  pG 
Lord,  rebuke  him,  and  pluck  me  as  a  brand  out  of 
the  (ire,  Caufe  mine  iniquities  to  pals  from  mo, 
and  clothe  me  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  thy  dear 
ion.  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  no  unclean  thing  can  en¬ 
ter  into  thy  kingdom,  and  thou  feed  I  am^nothing 
but  pollution,  yea,  my  very  righteoufnefs  is  filthy 
rags ;  O  wafn  me,  and  make  me  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  that  I  may  be  fit  to  Hand  before  thy 
throne.  O  take  me  from  the  tents  of  Kedar,  to  the 
manfions  of  light  and  purity.  When  my  earthly 
houfe  of  this  tabernacle  is  dilfolved,  O  let  me  have 
a  building  or  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands* 
eternal  in  the  heaven*,  Q  bring  my  foul  out  of 
prifon,  that#I  may  eternally  give  thanks  unto  thy 
name.  Amen. 

C  II  A  F.  VIII. 

Containing  directions  to  the  friends  and  neighbors  of  the 
fick  who  are  themfelves  in  health  for  the  time. 

WHEN  tlje  Lord  fends  iicknefs  and  affliction 
to  our  neighbors,  we  ought  not  to  be  idle 
and  unconcerned  ipe&ators  of  his  difpenfations ; 
but ’we  fiiould  harken  to  the  voice  of  God’s  rod  up- 
on  others,  and  confider  what  it  is  that  the  Lord  is 
calling  for  at  our  hands.  Thefe  following  direfl- 
dons  may  be  ufeful  to  thofe  that  are  in  health. 

Direct-  3.  Be  very  thankful  to  God  for  the  great  mercy  e£ 
health  and  ftrength,  and  improve  it  tp  his  glory. 

SURELY  an  healthful  perfon  hath  dill  great 
caufe  to  be  a  thankful  perfon.  Health  is  a 
mercy  that  doth  feafon  and  fweeten  every  other 
Temporal  mercy :  without  it  the  greateft  wealth  and 
honors,  nay,  a  king's  crown,  can  give  no  fatisf action, 
it  is  far  more  eligible  to  be  a  healthy  beggar  than  a 
ikkly  king.  What  comfort  could  it  afford  us,  under 
tolling  ficknefs,  and  tonering  pains,  to  have  the 
created  heaps  of  money  to  look  to,  or  thoufands 
*  -  “ '  coming 


AJflitfed  Man9!  Companion /  2^t 

coming  to  pay  us  homage  ;  alas*  for  our  unthank* 
fulnefs  to  him  who  is  the  God  of  our  health  !  How 
little  do  we  prize  his  goodnefs  in  continuing  with  us 
fuch  a  long  trail  of  health  and  ftrength,  together 
with  the  ufe  of  our  realon  and  fenfes,  when  many 
others  are  deprived  of  them.  Surely  God  were 
righteous,  fhould  he  teach  us  to  value  the  worth  of 
thefe  mercies  by  the  want  of  them. 

Let  us  confider  how  many  miferable  perfons  there 
are  in  the  world,  and  who  it  is  that  maketh  us  to 
differ  from  them  ;  how  many  difeafed,  diffrafted.  de- 
formed^lame, blind,  deaf,  and  dumb  people,  there 
are  ;  and  how  eaiy  it  had  been  for  God  to  have  put 
us  in  their  condition,  and  them  in  ours.  The  dif¬ 
ference  is  not  owing  to  any  thing  in  us  :  their  fins 
are  not  greater  than  ours.  Had  we  a  due  fenfe  of 
our  fms  and  ill  defervings,we  couldacknowledge  our- 
Lives  unwdrthy  of  the  leaft  oi  all  God?s  mercies 
we  would  reckon  every,  common  mercy  a  fpecial 
blefTmg,  and  unmerited  favor  to  us.— Again,  let  us 
“take  a  view  of  the  tainting  ficknefs,  racking  pains,, 
and  reftlefs- nights  of  others.  Let  us  look  upon  our 
nek  friends  fweating  and  burning  under  fevers  *  let 
os  hear  them  groaning  and  moaning  under  ftrong 
pain.  “  Their  foul  abhors  all  manner  of  meat,  and 
they  draw  rear  unto  the  gates  of  death.”  Some¬ 
times  we  fee  them  panting  and  fainting,  ai nd  not 
able  to  fpeak  a  word  to  us.  And  what  is  the  lan- 

£ua£er  ?/  t5lis  t0  us  •  Is  not>  that  we  fhould 
thank,  ully  adore  our  gracious  God,  and  blefs  and 

magnify  him,  for  his  dihiirgufhing  goodnefs  to  us  > 
U  now  much  are  we  bound  to  the  Lord,  that  it  is 
notfo  with  us  as  with  others!  wnile  \vearifome 
rughts  are  appointed  to  them,  and  their  bones  are 
full  of  tolling  ;  all  the  comforts  of  this  life  are  tafte- 
:eiS  them,  the.ir  friends  are  weeping  about  them 
but  cannot  help  them  :  «  It  is  far  otberwde  with  me’ 
(may  you  *ay),  my  mercies  and  relations  a  e  r-om~ 
lortaole  and  helpful  to  me,  I  relilh  my  food,  my 
bed  gives  m  cafe,  pi j  fleep  j3  refrying :  I  have 

freedom 
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freedom  to  read  and  pray,  meditate  and  attend  the 
public' ordinances.  Praife  the  Lord,  Q  my  foul ; 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  hrs  holy  name. 
Forget  not  this  benefit  of  health,  that  is  the  chief  of 
all  my  outward  bleffings.  Some  would  part  with' 
all  their  wordly  wealth,  to  have  fo  much  bodily 
health  as  I  have.  Long  have  I  undervalued  and 
abufed  this  choice  mercy  of  health  .*  O  that  I  could 
mourn  for  my  negledl,  and  refolve  in  God’s  (Length 
to  improve  my  remaining  health,  for  the  praife 
and  fervice  of  that  merciful  God  who  is  the  author 
and  preferver  of  it !  let  me  fpend,  and  be  fpent  for 
God,  that  gives  me  all  my  health  and  (Length  for 
his  glory.  Let  me  abhor  the  ingratitude  of  thcfe 
who  employ  the  health  which  God  giveth,  in  the 
fervice  of  his  enemies  ;  and  make  a  facrifice  of  it 
to  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefh*  O  what  pro¬ 
digious  folly  are  thefe  guilty  of,  who,  for  fatisfying 
their  fenfual  appetite,  do  often  deprive  themfelves  of 
health,  which  is  in  itfelf  a  thoufand  times  of  more 
value  than  all  their  brutifli  pleafures  ;  God  help  me 
to  prize  this  mercy,- that  can -never  be  ptizsdh 
enough 


Direct.  II.  Make  confcience.of  vifiting  your  fick  friends  and 
neighbors,  believing  that  it  is  your  duty  and  inter«ft  fo  to 
do. 


VISITING  of  the  fick  is- not  only  the  duty  of T 
the  mini {fers  of  Chrift  ;  but  likewiie  of  all 
the ‘members  of  Chrift :  for  we  are  all  enjoined  to 
remeniber  them  that  are  in  adverfity,  and  to  fympa^ 
thize  with  the  afhi&ed,  as  being  ourfelves  alfo  in 
the  body.  u  To  him  that  is  afflifred,.pity  fhould  be 
(hewn  by  his  friends,^  faith  Job.  And  our  Lord 
gives  it  as  a  character  of  thofe  whom  he  will  own 
and  acquit  at  the  great  day,  Matth.  xxv.  36.  “  1 
was  fick,  and  ye  vifited  me.,)  This  is  the  way  to 
be  like  him,  who  is  the  father  of  mercies,  andw’hofe 
foul  was  grieved  for  the  miferies  of  Ifrael,  Judg. 

^.16.  We  read  how  teoderly  Oavisj  Sympathized 

-  —  —  r  ~  "  ■  •  with 
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with  liis'  enemies  when  they  were  Tick,  Pial.  xxxv, 
13.  14,  and  much  more  ought  we  to  yifit  and  Sym¬ 
pathize  with  our  fick  friends.  To  viht  the  prof- 
perous,  and  healthy,  is  an  aft  of  courtely  ana  civili¬ 
ty  ;  but  to  vifk  the  afBlifted  and  fickly,  is  an  aft 
of  charity  and  chriftianityi. 

And  as  it  is  your  duty,  fo  it  is  your  intereft  and 
advantage  to  vifit  the  fick.  The  wife  man  tells  you? 
Eccleft  vik  2.  u  It  is-  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  oi 
mourning,  than  to  the  hcufe  of  feafting.”  King- 
Joafh  went  to  fee  Eiifha  in  his  ficknefs,  and  wept 
over  him  ;  and  he  loft  nothing  by  fo  doing,  2  Kings 
x’ui.  14.  for  he  obtained  thereby  three  famous  victo¬ 
ries  over  the  Syrians.  Though  it  be  not  warrant¬ 
able  to  enquire  at  the  dead,  Deut.  xviii.  1 1.  yet  we 
may  learn  many  wholefome  Ieffons  from  the  dying? 
and  even  though  they  be  fpeechlefs.  As  for  in- 
fiance,  \ve  may  hereby  be  inftrufted  how  t©  prize 
health,  mind  our  own  frailty,  and  provide  for  the 
time  of  ficknefs.  When  we  behold  their  ftrength 
languifhing,  their  tongues  faultering,  their  eyes- 
failing,  their  countenance  pale  ;  we  fiiould  think' 
with  ourfelves,  “  This  will  be  my  eafe  ere  long  :  the 
next  arrow  that  death  fhoots,  may  be  levelled  at 
me  :  how  much  is  it  my  concern  to  prepare  for  it  !,5> 
Alfo  we  may  th’rnky  what  a  bitter  thing  fm  is,  that 
is  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  pains  and  diftreffes,  and  how 
mad  they  are  whnlove  fin  «and  take  pleafure  in  it.— 
We  may  fee  likewife  the  great  folly  of  courting  and 
tru fting  the  world,  which  leaves  the  lick  and  dying 
man  in  the  time  of  the  greateft  extremity,— And 
we  may  obferve,.  how  happy  the  man  is,  that  hath 
an  intereft  in  Chrfft,  the  peace  of  a  good  confcience* 
and  a  well  grounded  hope  of  heaven  ;  to  yield  fup- 
port  and  confidence  to  him  under  his  ftrugglings 
with  ficknels  and  death.  When  we  hear  the  dying 
man’s  complaints  of  his  ftns,  and  his  lamenting  his 
negleft  of  duty,  and  mifpending  of  precioSs  time? 
we  may  learn  repentance  and  reformation.  When 
we  obferve  their  profdTions  ofloyeto  Chrifty and 

their 
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their  nope  in  him  to  the.  laft,  it  doth  contribute  to  the 
quickening  and  ftrenglhebiiig  of  our  faith.  A  right : 
hght  of  dying  perforis,  is  a  good  mean  to  increafc 
the  fpint  of  grace  arid  fupplicatnn  in  us  We  may  ’ 
ht;}y  1a*ll^e  here  to  the  anfwer  which  Elijah  gave  to  ' 
-Eluhci,  when  he  fought  a  double  portion  of  his  fpirit*  1 
2  Kings  ii.  io.  u  If  thou  fee  ft  me  when  I  am  tak- 
eii  from  thee,  it  fkall  be  fo  unto 'thee.”’  A  double" 
portion  of  the  fpirit  fhall  he  the  allowance  of  thefe 
who  make  conference  of  tins  duty. 

Direct.  I XI.  Det  the  friends  of  the  fick,  and  thofe  who  viht 
them,  deal  faithfully  with  them  about  their  fouls. 

CONSIDER,  this  may  be  the  laft  opportunity 
you  may  have  of  doing  any  ' thing  for  your 
friend’s  foul.  ,If  he  die,  he  is  fixed  in  his  everlaft- 
ing  Rate,  fo  that  all  advices  and  counfels  then  will 
be  frultlefs.  It  is  now,  or  never,  you  muft  exert  your- 
Telf  for  your  friend’s  advantage  ;  there  is  no  knowl¬ 
edge  nor  wifdom  in  the  grave,  to  which  he  is  going,” 
God’s  loving-kindneis  cannot  be  declared  in  the 
grave,  nor  his,  faithfulnefs  .in  deftrudtion,”  Pfal, 
Ixxxviii.  ii.  Now  is  the  proper  time  for  doing  good 
to  your  neighbor’s  foul.  When  afHuftion  opens  the 
ear  to  difcipline,  be  carefulvto  drop  in  wEolefome 
inftru<ftions  into  it;  and  when  the  heart  is  made 
tender  by  ficknefs,  it  is  a  fit  feafon  for  good  counfel 
to  make  impreffions  on  it.  Let  the  opportunity 
then  be,  improved  with  faithfulnefs  and  prudence. 
And,  m  order  thereto,  obferve  the  following  advices. 

I.  Labor  to  know  the  fick-man’s  fpiritual  condi¬ 
tion,  that  your  applications  may  be  fuitable  there¬ 
unto.  '  The  knowledge  of  the  difeafe  is  previoufty" 
requisite  tin  to  the  cure  :  as  the  miftake  of  a  phyfi- 
cian  about  a~man’s  difeafe  may  be  as  dangerous  as 
the  difeafe  itfelf;  fo  here  it'  is  highly  dangerous  te 
nliftake  the  cafe  of  the  Tick  man’s  foul ;  for  then  len¬ 
itives  may  be  applied,  when  corroftves  ara  needful  ; 
promifes  may  be  adminiftred,  whan  threatnings  arc 
more  proper; 
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ill. -Beware  of -flattering  the  Tick  with  vain  hopes 
,of  life,  when  he  is  more  likely  to  die  ;  left  he  he 
t  thereby  tempted,  to  delay  or  fiacken  his  preparation 
i  for  another  world.  It  is  fit  that  plainnefs  be  ufed 
.  with  reipe<ft  to  his  danger,  that  he  may  be  quickened 
to  his  work. 

III.  The  Tick  perfon  is  to  he  admonifhed  and 
-"told,  that  ficknefs  comes  not  by  chance,  nor  by  fe- 

coiid  caufes  merely ;  but  by  the  wife  direction  and 
fpecial  providence  of  God  :  that  fometimes  God 
fmites,  put  of  difpleafure  for  fin,  and  for  the  flu¬ 
tter's  correction  and  amendment ;  and  fometimes 
for  the  trial  and  exercife  of  his  peoples  graces ;  that 
the  fharpeft.afHi&ions  fliall  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God,  and  are  rightly  exercifed  un¬ 
der  God’s  hand  :  that  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  a  finner, 
when  God  by  his  rod  gives/him  warning  and  fpace 
to  repent,  and  flee  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  and  to 
cry  to  God  for  pardon  ;  and  doth  not  fnatch  him 
out  of  the  world  by  a  fudden  death.  Upon  which 
account  the  voice'  of  the  rod  fhould  be  carefully 
harkened  to,  and  thankfully  obeyed.  ‘ 

IV. .  If  the  lick  perfon  be  ignorant,  he  is ;  to  be 
catechifed  and  inftrutfed  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
especially  concerning  his  faith- ':and  repentance,  and 
his  uptaking  of  the  covenant  of.  grace,  and  the 
method  of  pardon  and  fa Ivatian  through  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  apprehended  by  faith.  And  it  may 
be  proper  to  demand  his  affent  to  fome  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  truths  of  Chriftianity,  or  his  anfwer  to 
fuch  queftions  as  thefe  :  ift,  Uq  vqu  believe  in  God 
the  Father,  Son,  and  holy  Ghoft' one  God  in  three 
perfons,  tjlie  maker  and  governor  of  the  world  ?  2 dh 
£>o  you  believe  that  Jefos  Chrift,  who  affumed  our 
nature,  obeyed  the  law,  died  on  die  Crofs,  rofe  from 
the.  dead,  and  attended  to  heaven,  is  the  eternal 
#bon  of  God,  and  the only.Savionr  of  fmners  >  Ube 
Are  you  feafible  that  you  are  a  loft  finner  by  Ad- 

s  hefides  thaV  guilty  ^Innumerable 
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aft  ual' fins  ;  and  that  you  have  broken  Gad?s  holy- 
commandments  in  thoughs,  words,  and  deeds,  and 
for  fo  doing,  do  delerve  God’s  wrath  both  in 
this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come  ?  4 tidy.  Are  you 
truly  grieved  and  forry  for  breaking  God’s  law,  neg- 
lefting  his  worffiip,  mifpending  your  time,  and  pur- 
filing  the  vanities  of  the  world  ?  And  would  you 
do  as  you  have  done,  or  live  otherwife,  if  you  were 
to  begin  your  life  again  ?  phty,  How  do  you  think 
to  get  your  guilt  removed,  your  fins  pardoned,  and 
your  peace  made  up  with  God  ?  Are  you  defirous 
from  your  heart  to  be  reconciled  to  God  through 
Jefus  Chriff,  the  bleiTed  peace-maker?  6thlyf  Do  you 
"heartily  approve  of  the  gofpel  method  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  by  the  righteoufneis  and  facrifice  offered  up  by 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriff  as  your  furety,  In  your  name 
and  ftead  ?  And  is  your  foul  defirous  to  choofe  and 
accept  of  Chriff  for  your  mediator  and  Saviour,  in 
all  his  offices,  of  prophet,  prieff,  and  king  ?  7 thly. 
Do  you  renounce  all  confidence  in  any  other,  all  de¬ 
pendence  on  your  own  duties  and  righteoufnefis, 
and  put  your  whole  trull  and  confidence  in  Chriff* 
and  the  merits  of  his  blood,  faying,  “  Whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  on  earth 
that  I  defire  befides  thee.”  Do  you  believe  that 
there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  ;  and  that  there  is 
no  name  under  heaven  whereby  you  can  be  faved, 
but  Jefus  Chriff  only  ?  8th!y>  Do  we  defire  to  .  be 
wholly  renewed  and  fanftified  by  virtue  of  Chrift’s 
blood,  and  to  ffiew  forth  the  reality  of  your  faith  by 
good  works  and  a  holy  life  for  the  time  you  have 
to  live  in  the  world  ?  And,  as  an  evidence  thereof, 
are  you  willing  to  reftore  what  you  have  taken 
wrongfully  from  any,  and  to  forgive  all  wrongs 
done  to  you  by  any,  and  to  caff  out  all  malice  or 
hatred  you  have  borne  to  any,  and  afk  forgivenefs 
of  any  you  have  injured  ?  9 thly,  Do  you  believe 
that  Chriff  is  coming  at  the  laff  day  to  judge  all  the 
world,  both  the  cpiick  and  the  dead,  whom  he  fhall 

tixqa  rjwfe  from  the  grave,  and  that  your  dead  body 

{hall 
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fnall  rife  with  the  reft  ?  10 thly,  Do  you  believe  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  its  living  in  a  feparate 
ftate  alter  death,  and  that  the  fouls  of  believers  do 
immediately  pafs  into  glory,  where  they  fhall  be 
ever  with  the  Lord  ? 

V.  In  dealing  with  the  Tick  you  are  to  feparate 
betwixt  the  precious  and  the  vile,  and  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  betwixt  the  converted  and  the  unconverted. 
And  feeing  different  applications  are  requifite,  you 
are,  according  to  your  knowledge,  to  ftudy  to  fuit 
your  counf#!s,  admonitions  and  prayers,  to  their  ftate 
and  condition  ;  not  uftng  the  fame  words  to  the 
ungodly  as  you  ufe  to  the  godly,  left  you  flatter 
them  with  ill  grounded  hopes  that  their  ftate  is  fafe, 
while  they  are  ft  rangers  to  a  work  of  regeneration. 
That  great  truth  is  to  be  declared  to  all,  that,  “  un- 
lefs,  a  rnan  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  king| 
dom  of  God.’9  O  it  is  dangerous  to  fpeak  peace, 
where  God  fpeaks  war. 

\  I.  If  the  lick  perfon  feem  to  be  fecure,  or  have  not 
a  due  fenfe  of  his  fins  ;  endeavors  muft  be  ufed  to 
convince  him  of  the  guilt,  pollution,  and  danger  of 
them,  in  order  to  his  humiliation.  Prefumpttious 
finners  are  not  to  be  flattered,  left  we  betray  their 
fouls  into  eternal  ruin,  and  fo  their  blood  be  required 
at  our  hand.  No  fond  love,  no  flavifh  fear,  muft; 
keep  us  from  telling  them  the  hazard  of  their  pre- 
fent  ftate.  ^The  fecure  confcience  muft  be  awakened 
to  lee  the  demerit  of  fin,  and  the  terriblenefs  of  the 

i  r  -a  fm‘.revenging  God,  before  whom  no 
Chriftief:,  impenitent  fmner  can  ftand  :  this  is  necef- 
fary  in  order  to  a  finners  differing  bis  loft  cafe  in 
himfeh,  and  his  fleeing  to  Chrift  for  refuge.  It  is 
God  s  method,  firft  to  caft  down  the  foul  before  he 
1  t  it  up  ;  to  plow  the  heart  by  convi&ion,  before  he 
caft  m  the  feed  of  confolation.  , 

•  Y1,1;  ,If  *e  fick  Perfon  hath  ftudied  to  wait  up- 

tP’  ut ‘s  at  P‘efent  dilcouraged,upon  account  of 

L  di?ft  PrnefSr  °f  th,e  rod>  Satan’s  temptations,  the 
gudt  oi  fin,  fear  of  death,  or  the  like  ;  then  fuitable 
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counfels,  refolutions,  and  comforts,  are  to  be.  tender- 
ed,  in  order  to  his  fettlement  and  fupport.  Partic¬ 
ularly  he  may  be  told,  that  fharp  rods  are  no-wife  in- 
confiftent  with  divine  love ;  nay,  frequently,  they 
are  a  fign  of  it :  for  as  (landing  waters  turn  corrupt, 
becaufe  they  have  no  current ;  and  thefe  who  are  not 
poured  from  veffel  to  veffel,  their  tade  remains  and 
their  fcent  is  not  changed :  therefore,  God,  in  order 
to  take,  away  the  fcent  of  the  corrupt  nature  from  us, 
is  pleafed  to  change  us  from  ftate  to  (late,  by  erodes 
and  ficknefs,  to  falvation.  And  as  Noah’s  Ark,  the 
higher  it  was  toffed  with  the  hood,  the  nearer  it 
mounted  towards  heaven  ;  fo  the  fandtified.  foul,  the 
more  it  is  exerclfed  with  affliction,  the  nearer  it  is  lift¬ 
ed  towards  God.  Again,  it  is  proper  to  fet  before 
him  the  freenefs  and  fulnefs  of  God’s  grace,  the  fuf- 
hciency  of  righteoufnefs  in  Chrift,  and  his  rich  and 
gracious  offers  in  the  gofpel,  by  which  we  are  adur- 
ed,  that  all  who  repent  and  believe  with  all  their  heart 
In  God’s  mercy  through  Chrift,  renouncing  their  own. 
righteoufnefs,  (hall  not  perjlh  in  their  fins,  but  have 
life  and  falvation  in  him  and  that  believers  in  Chrift: 
are  allured  of  viCtory  over  Satan,  death,  and  all  their 
enemies,  becaufe  Chrift  their  head  hath  by  his  crofs 
conquered  the  devil,  unhinged  death,  triumphed  o- 
ver  the  grave,  and  obtained  viClory  for  all  his  mem¬ 
bers.  So  that  neither  life  nor  death,  principalities 
nor  powers*  (hall  be  able  to  feparate  them  from  God’s 
love  in  Chrift. 

VIII.  If  a  flck.  man  be  fo  tempted  and  troubled  in 
cbnfcience,  that  he  is  in  hazard  of  defpaii  ing  of  God’* 
mercy  ;  it  is  neceffary  to  inform  h ini  of  the  greatneis 
and.inftnitenefs  of  God’s  mercy;  that  the  moft  notori¬ 
ous  finners.  have  been  pardoned.andfavedby.it,  and 
it  is  ftill  offered  in.  the  gofpel  to.  tire  vileft  of  fmners. 
Though  God  forefaw  all  the  fins  which  the  world 
would  commit,  yet,  thefe  did  not  hinder  him  from 
loving  the  world  fo, '  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son  to  death,  to  lave  as.  many  as  would  believe  and 
repent :  fo  that  the  has  of  one  man  can  never  hinder 
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God  from  loving  his  foul, and  forgivinghisfins,  when 
he  fmcerely  defires  to  repent  and  believe.  The  cry 
of  the  molt  grevious  fins  that  are  recorded  (fuch  as 
thefe  of  Sodom)  could  never  reach  higher  than  unto 
heaven,  Gen.  xix.  13.  But  David  affures  us,  Pfal. 
cviii.  4.  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  great,  and  reach¬ 
es  higher  than  the  heaven?,  fo  that  it  overtoppeth 
the  greatef  of  all  our  fins.  If  the  mercy  of  God  be 
greater  than  ali  bis  works,  itf  muft  furely  be  greater 
than  all  our  fins. — Again,  lay.  before  him  the  in¬ 
finite  virtue  of  Chrif’s  blood  ;  why  ?  it  is  not  the 
blood  of  a  mere  man,  but  the  blood  of  God,  A<fs  xx, 
28.  And  are  there  any  fins  fo  great,  or  guilt  fo 
heinous,  but  the  blood  of  God  can  wafh  away  ?  This 
was  godly  Cranmer’s  fupport  that  day  he  differed 
martyrdom,  when  his  fm  of  renouncing  the  Prot-ef* 
tant  do&rine  fared  him  in  the  face ;  “  Surely  (faid 
he)  God  was  made  flefh,  and  fhed  his  blood,  not  for 
leffer  fins  only,  but  for  greater  fins  alfo.”  He  was 
fadly  difeouraged,  and  wept  abundantly,  till  he  eyed 
this  meritorious  blood  j  and  then  he  took  heart  and 
died  with  courage.  O  this  price  was  fo  great,  that 
it  could  have  merited  pardon  for  the  fins  of  all  the 
devils  in  hell,  as  well  as  of  all  the  men  on  earth, 
though  every  one  of  them  had  been  red  as  crimfon. 
Yea,  the  leaf  drop  of  this  blood  is  of  more  merit  to 
procure  the  mercy  of  God  for  our  falvation,  than  all 
our  fins  can  be  of  force  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  God 
for  our  damnation  ;  why,  the  greated  of  our  fins  are 
but  the  fins  of  a  man,  but  the  leaf  drop  of  Chrif's 
blood  is  the  blood  of  God. 


Moreover,  Let  him  be  put  in  mind  of  the  willing- 
nefs  and  readinefs  of  our  Redeemer  to  receive  ail 
fmners  that  came  to  him  in  the  days  of  his  fefk 
though  driven  to  him  by  ficknefs  and  affitfion  :  fo 

latj  ' 2  never  Put  an7  of  them  away  without  their  er¬ 
rand,  that  came  crying  for  mercy.  Nay,  he  many 

times  fought  out  objects  for  his  mercy,  that  were  not 
thinking  of  coming  to  him,  as  fhewed  before.  Ob- 
ferve  the  gentlenefs  of  our  Lord’s  carriage  to  Judas 

himfelf; 
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'himfelf,  in  calling  him  Friend,  after  his  mo  ft  treach¬ 
erous  dealing,  Matth.  xxvi.  5:0.  “  Friend,  (faid  he), 

wherefore  art  thou  come  Had  wretched  Judas 
laid  hold  on  the  word  Friend,  out  of  the  mouth  of 
Chrift,  as  Benhadad  did  the  word  Brother  from  the 
mouth  of  Ahab  ;  doubtlefs  Judas  fhould  have  found 
the  God  oflfrael  more  merciful  than  Benhadad  found 
the  king  of  Ifrael. 

Laftly,  Let  him  confider,  that  to  difpaii*  of  God’s 
mercy,  cad  the  greateft  difhonor  upon  the  divine 
Majefty,  and  is  a  fin  more  heinous  than  all  the  fins 
which  we  have  before  committed  :  why,  it  doth 
charge  the  great  God  as  guilty  of  perjury,  who  hath 
folemnly  fworn,  that  he  defires  not  the  death  of  a  fin- 
Her,  but  rather  that  he  fhould  repent  and  live,  Ezeka 
xxxiin  i  t.  God  was  more  difp.leafed  with  Cain  for 
defpairing  of  his  mercy,  than  for  murdering  his  bro¬ 
ther  ;  and  with  Judas  for  hanging  himfelf,  than  for 
betraying  his  Matter  :  why,  becaufe  that  by  their 
defpair  they  would  make  the  fins  of  mortal  men 
greater  than  the  infinite  mercy  of  the  eternal  God, 


Direct.  IV.  Be  earned  in  prayer  to  God  for  your  friends 
when  lick  or  dying.  Pray  with  them  and  for  them. 

FREQUENTLY  fick  perlons  are  fo  difquieted 
with  pain  and  trouble,  that  they  are  out  of  cafe 
to  pray  for  themfelves,  and  therefore  they  have  the 
more  need  of  the  prayers  of  others.  David  fatted 
and  prayed  for  his  enemies  when  they  were  fick,  Pfal. 
xxx.  13.  much  more  ought  we  to  pray  for  our 
friends  in  that  cafe.  Never  did  they  need  our  pray¬ 
ers  fo  much,  as  when  they  are  called  to  enter  upon 
an  unchangeable  condition,  to  go  to  their  long  home, 
even  that  place  wherein  they  mutt  abide  for  even 
Now  they  are  in  the  land  of  prayer,  and  it  is  now  or 
15 ever  that  yon  mutt  pray  and  beg  mercy  for  them. 
When  their  life  is  gone,  they  go  from  the  land  of 
prayer,  and  are  fixed  in  that  place  whence  they  fhall 
never  remove  :  then  all  your  prayers  and  cries  for 

them  will  be  in  vain.  If  your  friend  be  a  ttranger 

to 
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toChrift,  he  is  on  the  brink  of  hell,  and  knows  it 
not  ;  and  will  you  not  cry  to  God  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  lave  him  from  falling  into  that  devouring  pit, 
out  of  which  there  is  no  redemption  ?  Yc\.  mill  be 
willing  to  fit  up  a  whole  night  for  the  relict  •:>i  his 
body  ?  and  will  you  not  fpend  a  part  of  a  night  for 
the  good  of  his  foul,  that  is  a  thoufancl  times  more 
valuable  ?  Now  the  queftion  is,  whether  this  pre¬ 
cious  foul  (hall  be  Chrift’s  or  the  devil’s  forever? 
And  when  will  you  wreftle  for  your  friend,  if 
you  do  it  not  now  ?  ff  the  fick  perfon  be  a  child 
of  God,  you  may  pray  with  him  with  the  more  com¬ 
fort,  and  expectation  to  be  heard.  You  may,  in 
that  cafe,  fend  the  fame  meffage  by  prayer  to  Chrift, 
that  the  lifter  of  fick  Lazarus  did,  John  xi.  3. 
“  Lord,  behold,  he  whom  thou  loveft,  is  fick.”  Lord 
pity  him,  comfort  him,  abate  his  diftemper,  and  re¬ 
lieve  him  from  it  if  it  be  thy  will  r  if  not,  grant  him 
thy  gracious  prefence  and  fafe  condud  through  the 
Jordan  of  death*  and  a  happy  landing  in  the  Canaan 
of  glory. 

Y/eare  told,  that  the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  in 
fuch  cafes,  doth  avail  much,  James  vfi  6.  And 
this  to  encourage  us  to  pray  onefor  another.  What¬ 
ever  be  the  fick  perfon’s  condition,  fuch  confefhons 
and  petitions  as  thefe  following  may  be  made  ufe  in 
prayer  for  him.. 

Petitions  for  the  Sick . 

LORD,  thou  firft  breathedft  into  man  the  breath 
of  life  ;  andwhenthoutakeft  away  that  breath, 
he  dies,  and  returns  again  to  his  duft.  May  we  be 
duly  fenfible  of  our  dependence,  on  thee  for  all  that 
we  enjoy.  We  acknowledge,  that  our  great  abufe  of 
the  many  days  of  health  ,  and  welfare  thou  afforded: 
ns,  doth  juftly  deferve  the  visitation  of  fcknefs  and 
difeafes^  Wo’s  us,  we  lie  under  a  burden  of  fin, 
botn  onginal  and  aftual  :  we  are  all  children  of 
wrath  by  nature,  and  under  the  curfe  of  a  broken 
.aw  ;  and  all  other  miferies  temporal  and  fpiritu 
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diftempers,  pains,  death,  and  h-ell  itfelf,  are  the  iffue^ 
thereof.  .  Be  merciful  to  the  fick  perfon  under  thy 
hand  ;  difeover  to  him  his  fins,  and  the  caufe  why 
thou  contended  with  him.  Make  him  fee  that  he  is 
loft  in  himfelf,  and  wholly  unable  to  fatisfy  the  de¬ 
mands  of  offended  juftice  ^  and  do  thou  reveal  Chrift 
to  his  foul  for  righteoufnefs  and  life.  O  give  him 
thy  holy  Spirit  to  create  and  ftrengthen  faith,  that 
he  may  lay  hold  on  Chrift,  as  offered  in  the  gofpel  ; 
work  in  him  the  grace  of  true  repentance.  Enable 
him  to  fearch  his  heart,  and  try  his  ways,  fo  as  he 
may  difeover  every  accurfed  thing  every  Achan  in 
the  camp,  that  hath  provoked  the  Lord  againfthim. 
When  thou  putteft  him  in  the  furnace*  be  pleafed  to 
Hand  by  it,  and  overfee  the  metal  while  it  is  melting 
in  it.  Fry  him  as  filver  is  tried,  and  bring  him  out 
purified,  and  let  him  lofe  nothisg  in  the  furnace  but 
his  drofs.  Remove  his  fins  from  thy  prefence  as  far 
as  eaft  is  from  the  weft,  that  they  may  never  trouble 
his  confcience,  nor  rife  in  judgment  againft  his  foul. 
However  bitter  the  cup  may  be,  let  it  be  medicinal 
to  cure  all  the  difeafes  of  his  foul.  O  that  thefe  af¬ 
flictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  may  work  for 
him  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glo¬ 
ry,  through  Jefus  Chrift  the  purchafer  1 

Look  down  from  heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  ho- 
linefs,  behold  his  affliction  and  his  pain,  and  forgive 
all  his  fin.  Shew  fuch  pity  to  him  as  a  father  doth 
to  his  child,  and  lay  no  more  upon  him  than  he  is  a- 
ble  to  bear.  Lord,  give  patience  and  ftrength  an- 
fwerable  to  the  burden  of  trouble  thou  haft  laid  on 
him.  In  time  of  his  weaknefs,  uphold  him  by  thy 
ftrength.  Relievehis  wants  out  of  thy  infinite  fulnefs. 
Lord,  thou  knoweft  his  frame,  and  remembered  that 
he  is  duft  ;  fave  him  from  extremity  of  trouble  ;  ei¬ 
ther  abate  his  pain,  or  increafe  his  patience  to  en¬ 
dure  what  thou  meafureft  out  to  him.  Give  him 
the  evidences  of  all  the  graces  of  thy  Spirit.  Arm 
and  defend  him  againft  all  the  fuggeftions  and  temp¬ 
tations  of  Satan.  Take  his  heart  wholly  off  the 

world. 
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world,  and  fetrhis  afie&ionson  things  above.-— Lord#, 
make  ufe  of  this  chaftifement  of  his  body  as  a  medi¬ 
cine  to  cure  his  foul,  by  drawing  his  foul,  that  is  fiek 
of  fin,  to  thyfelf.  O  enable  him  in  a  penitent  be¬ 
lieving  manner  to  come  by  repentance  to  Chrift  his 
foul-phyfician,  to  get  it  healed  of  all  its  maladies. 
San&ify  his-ficknefs,  and  let  the  fruitof  it  be  to  purge 
away  his  fin.. 

If  God  /hall  be  pleafed  to  add  to  his  days,  blefs  all 
means  of  his  recovery.  Remove  the  difeafe  ;  renew 
his  flrength  both  outward  and  inward  ;  heal  his  foul  < 
as  well  as  his  body.  And  enable  him  to  walk  tend* 
«rly  before  God,  and  carefully  to  remember  and  per- 
form  fuch  vows  and  promifes  of  obedience  as  raeu** 
are  apt  to  make  in  time  of  ficknefs. 

If  God  hath  determined  to  finifh  His  days  by  the 
prefen  t  vifi  tat  ion  ;  let  him  find  fuch  evidence  of  the 
pardon  of  his  fins,  of  his  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  eter¬ 
nal  life,  as  may  caufe  his  inward  man  to  be  renewed, 
while  his  outward  man  decayeth  ;  that  he  may 
meet  death,  without  fear,,  caft  himfelf  wholly  on 
Chrift  without  doubting,  and  defire  to  be -diffolved, 

that  he  may  for  ever  be  with- Jefus  Chrift _ Lord, 

make  his  laft  works  better  than  his  firft,  and  the  day 
of  his  death  better  than  the  day  of  his  birth.  Make 
his  laft  words  his  beft  words,  his  laft  thoughts  his 
belt  thoughts,  and  his  laft  hour  his  beft  hour.  O 
let  him  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  hiq 
laft  end  be  like  his.  Let  the  eyes  of  his  foul  be 
opened  to  fee  his  fins  and  his  Saviour,  before  the 
eyes  of  his  body  be  fhut  by  death.  Take  away  the 
ftmg  of  death,  the  guilt  of  fin,  that  he  may  walk 
through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  and  fear 
no  evil.  Open  thou  his  lips,  that  his  mouth  may 
Ihew  forth  thy  praife,  before  he  go  to  the  place  of 
inence.  And  when  his  ftrength  doth  fail,  and  his 
tongue  1S  not  able  to  utter  words,  let  the  blood  of 

c  .  .il  *Pea*  *or  him  in  heaven  :  and  let  thy  holy 
Spirit  within  nim  make  requefts  for  him  with  fip-h* 

and  groans  that  cannot  bl  uttered _ When  the 

fight 
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fight  of  his  eyes  doth  fail  him,  let  the  eyes  of  his 
faith  be  (Lengthened,  that  his  foul  (with  Stephen 
at  his  death)  may  behold  Jefus  Chrift  in  heaven 
ready  to  receive  him.  Lord,  ftand  by  him  in  his 
iaft  conflict  with  his  enemies,  Satan  and  death,  that 
he  may  overcome  both,  and  be  more  than  a  con¬ 
queror  through  Chrift  that  hath  loved  him.  Into 
thy  hands  we  commend  his  fpirit,- 

Lord,  teach  us  who  do  furvive,  by  this  and  other 
like  daily  fpeftacles  of  our  mortality,  to  fee  how 
frail  and  uncertain  our  condition  is,  and  fo  to  num¬ 
ber  our  days*  that  we  may  ferioufly  apply  our  hearts 
to  heavenly  wifdonv  through  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen. 

Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  furnifli  your  friends  with  futtabla 
company, ;  and  fpiritual  converfe,  when  they  are  lick  or 
dying. 

AS-  worldly  company  and  converfe  are  great 
hindrances,  fo  fpiritual  company  and  converfe 
are  fpecial  helps  to  the  Tick  and  dying.  Now,  that 
the  friends  of  the  fick  may  prevent  the  one,  and 
provide  the  other,  let  the  following,  advices  be  re¬ 
membered.- 

iy?,  Mind  your  friends  timeoufly  to  make  their 
wills',  and  difpatcL  the  fettlement  of  their  worldly 
affairs,  that  fo  they  may  not  be-  difturbed  at  the 
laft,  nor  any  wife  diverted  from  their  main  work,  by 
thoughts  or  difcourfes  about  the  world.  A  mind 
ab  drafted  from  the  world  is  a  moft  fuitable  difpofi- 
tion  for  a  dying  man.  You  cannot  carry  the 
things  of  this  world  with  you  when  you  go  hence  ; 
and  it  is  not  fit  you  fhould  carry  the  thoughts  of 
them. 

2 dly?  Keep  carnal  company  from  them  a?  much 
as  poflible,  and  all  thefe  that  would  divert  them  by 
idle  or  worldly  difcourfe.  It  is  both  impertinent 
and  cruel,  to  throw  in  fuch  impediments  in  the  way 
of  thofe  that  are  going  fpeedily  to  their  endlefs 
[late. 
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%Jty>  Do  "what  you  can  to  get  faithful  miniders  and 
godly  Chriftians  to  be  much  about  them,  who  are 
fit  to  inftru(51  and  counfel  them  about  their  fouBs 
matters,  arid  alfo  to  pray  with  them  and  for  them. 

4 fhly.  Be  often  minding  your  Tick  friends  of  their” 
diief  work,  and  thefe  things  which  belong  unto  their  ' 
peace.  Whatever  be  their  date,  whether  gracious 
'  or  gracelefs,  it  is  proper  to  be  minding  them,  i.  Of 
the  vanity  and  empti nefs  of  the  world,  that  can  nei^ 
ther  give  cafe  to  the  body,  nor  comfort  to  the  foul* 
when  either  of  them-is  in  trouble.  2.  Of  the  (infill- 
nefs  of  fin,  which  is  thefpring  of  all  difeafes  and  mil- 
cries  whatever.  3.  Of  the  precioufnefs  and  ufeful- 
nefs  of  Ohrid  to  a  (inner  in  all  cafes  and  efpecially 
at  a  dying  hour.  4.  Of  the  inexprefiible  felicity  of 
believers  in  Chrid  after  death,  See,  * 

LaftJy,  If  you  think  yourfelves  not  able  to  inftnnd 
or  advife  your,  fiok  friends  as  they  dand  in  need* 
then  read  fome  good  book  to  them,  that  may  be  fuit- 
able  to  the  condition  of  their  fouls  ;  and  if  you  have  ; 
not  a  fitter  at  hand,  read  fome  chapters  or  direc¬ 
tions  of  this  book  to  them,  as  you  may  fee  mod  prop¬ 
er  for  them.  But  above  all  books*  read  to  the  lick 
the  holy  feriptures,  particular  chapters  and  Pfalms 
there,  fuch  as  the  three  lad  chapters  of  Gen.'  the  lad 
chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  the  17th  chapter  of  the  1  fbi 
book  of  Rings,  and  2d  chapter  of.1  the  2d  book  of 
Kings,  the  14th  and  19th'-.  chapters  of  Job,  the 
Pfalms  of  David  ;  and  particularly  the  6th,  the  23d, 
25th,  30th,  38th,  4 id,  42 d,  49th,  5id,  7 id,  73d 
77th,  88-th,  89th,  90th*  103d,  1 1 6th,  118th  130th, 

i42d,  143d,  and  feveraj  other  Pfalm. - the  12th* 

chapter  of  Ecclefiades  ;  the  38th,  53d,  54th,  and 
55th,  Ifaiah  j  the  three  lad  chapters  of  Luke  ;  the  • 
14th,  15th,  1 6th,  17th  and  20th  chapters  of  John  ; 
the  1 8th  chapter  of  the  Romans  ;  the  15th  chapter 
of  the  id  Cor. — the  5th  of  the  2d  Corinth. — the  4th ; 
of  id  Theft. — the  1  ith  and  12th  of  Heb. — the  three 
lad  chapters  of  the  Revelation*  and  the  like. 

Direct*, 

■"  .  -  .  \  • 
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Direct.  VI.  Be  likewife  fuitably  concerned  for  the  bodies  of 
your  friends,  when  they  are  Tick. 

IF  you  would  evidence  afuitable-concern  for  them, 
then  you  mud  deal  tenderly  and  compaffionately 
^vith  them  in  their  ficknefs,  bear  with  ther  impa¬ 
tience  and  fretting,  weary  not  of  them,  nor  grudge 
at  the  trouble  tney  put  you  to  ;  for  fhortly  you  your- 
felves  may  be  in  the  like  cafe,  when  you  fhail  be  as 
great  a  trouble  to  others,  as  your  friends  are  now  to 
you. 

Again,  it  is  neceffary  to  employ  -phyficians,  and 
nfe  the  bed  means  for  the  recovery  of  your  friend’s 
health.  The  means  indeed  mud  not  be  truded  to 
indead  of  God,  but  ufed  in  fubferviency  to  him,  who 
hath  appointed  them,  and  can  only  give  fuccefs  to 
them.  We  mud  beware  cf  Afa’s  fin,  that  fought  to 
tlie  phydcians,  and  not  to  the  Ford.  Let  us  neither 
take  food  nor  phydc  without  prayer  to  God  for  his 
bleding  thereupon.  - 


Direct.  VII.  When  the  ficknefs  of  your  relations  or  neigh¬ 
bors  doth  iiTue  in  death,  ftudy  a  chriftian  and  fuitable  be¬ 
havior  under  fuch  a  difpenfation. 

WHEN  a  parent  loofeth  a  promifmg  child,  or 
a  child  loofeth  a  loving  parent,  or  when 
death  deprives  us  of  any  near  relation,  it  is  a  fpeak- 
ing  and  trying  providence  ;  and  we  have  much  need 
of  grace  and  counfel  from  God  to  carry  a  right  un¬ 
der  it.  Let  us  obferve  thefe  advices; 

I.  It  is  neceilary  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  we  have  a 
tender  fenfe  and  feeling  of  God’s  affixing  hand. 
Ther  e  are  two  extremes  which  we  mud  equally  avoid, 
•viz.  to  make  light  of  the  death  of  relations  ;  and  to 
be  excedively  grieved  on  that  account.  God  will 
have  us  neither  to  defpife  his  rod,  nor  to  faint  under 
it,  Heb.  xii.  5,  God  is  difpleafed  with  thofe  that  are 
flupid  and  infen fible  under  fuch  adii&ions.  Why  ? 
They  defpife  his  rod,  and  make  light  of  his  cor¬ 
rections.  Hence  he  complains  of  thefe,  Jer.  v.  3, 
6i  I.  lure  fmitten  then);  but  they  have  not  grievedd* 

God 
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*God  will  have  us  to  feel  his  hand,  to  enquire  into  the 
meaning  of  the  rod,  and  fearch  for  thefe  fins  that 
have  provoked  God  to  finite  us.  It  is  a  fign  of 
naughty,  felfifh,  and  unchrilUan  fpirit,  to  be  uncon¬ 
cerned  for  the  death  of  friends. :  and  it  is  much  more 
fo  in  children,  who  have  a  fecret  fiuisfa&ion  in  the 
death  of  parents,  becaufe  of  the  worldly  riches  of  li¬ 
berty  which  they  get  thereby.  God  ufeth  to  follow 
'this  wicked  .temper  with  his  heavy  judgments  even 
dn  this  life. 

II.  Confider,  that  God  is  calling  yon,  by  the 
death  of  others,  to  keep  up  lively  and  lading  ixnpref- 
fions  of  death  and  eternity  upon  your  fpirits.  God 
knoweth.  how  advantageous  it  would  be  for  men  fo 
to  do  ;  and  therefore  he  fets  frequent  fpe&acles  of 
mortality  before  their  eyes  for  this  end.  But  fuch 
is  the  corruption  and  earthlinefs  of  our  minds,  that 
we  foon  forget,  the  thoughts  of  death.  When  we 
fee  our  friends  in  the  pangs,  of  death,  or  laid  in  the 
grave,  it  fir  ikes  us  with  fome  •  fear  and  concern,  to 
think,  that  one  day  this  will  be  our  own  cafe;  but 
no  fooner  is  the  dead  interred,  and  the  grave  filled 
up  again,  than  all  •  there  fertous  thoughts  begin  to 
vanifh,  and  men  return  to  their  fins  and  pleafures 
as  before.  Ah,  what  folly  is  this  1  Should  not  men 
always  keep  alive  the  ferious  thoughts,  of  death  and 
a  ruture  (late  :  Are  we  not  always  alike  mortal  ? 
Are  we  not  as  liable  to  death’s  arreft  at  other  times* 
as  when  examples  are  before  our  eyes  ? 

III.  When  God  takes  away  your  children  or  re° 
lations,  let  it  draw  your  hearts  and  affeaions  more 
towards  God  and  things  above.  As  when  a  fhep- 
herd  taketh  up  in  his  arms  a  lamb  of  the  flock,  the 
ewe  followeth  him  of  her  own  accord,  and  will  not 
leave  him-:  fo  when  the  great  fliepherd  of  the 
fheep  taketh  a  child,  or  friend  from  you,  it  fhould 
cauie  }qu  to  follow  after  him,  and  defire  to  be  with 
him.  But  one  may  fay,  that  is  not  the  cafe  with 
me  ;  I  fear  the  wolf  hath  got  .the  ftraying  fheep, 
and  devoured  it,  rhea  even  that  fufpicion  fhould 

make 
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make  you  run  to  the  good  fhepherd,  abide  with  him* 
and  keep  clofe  by  the  footfteps  of  the  hock,  and  be¬ 
ware  of  ftraying  in  thefe  paths  wherein  dedroyers  go. 
When  God  taketh  from  you  thefe  relations  whom 
you  dearly  loved,  he  calls  you  to  take  your  love  off 
the  fading  creature,  and  fet  it  on  the  eternal  Creator; 
when  the  weak  branch  is  lopt  off,  then  cla.fp  to  the 
body  of  the  tree,  which  will  not  fail  you. 

IV.  In  fuch  trials,  dudy  a  humble  and  patient 
fubmidlon  to  the  will  of  God, who  in  his  fovereign 
wifdom  and^  pleafure  hath  taken  your. child  or  friend 
from  youo  Remember  who  hath  done  it,  even  lie,, 
who  gave  all  men  their  lives*  and  hath  the  abfolute 
power  and  right  to  difpofe  of  men’s  lives  as  he 
thinks  bed.  If  your  fellow-creature  do  any  thing 
that  difpleafeth  you,  you  may  both  afk  who  did  it, 
why  he  did  fo  ?  But  when  God  doth  any  thing  to 
you,  you  muff  remember  he  is  the  Potter,  and  you 
are  the  clay  ;  and  that  he  may  make  or  mar  his 
clay  velfels,  yea,  break  them  in  pieces  at  his  pleaf- 
ure  ;  and  “  there  is  none  can  (lay  his  hand,  or  fay 
to  him,  what  doff  thou  i  be  dill,  and  know  that  I 
am  God,”  Pfah  xlvi.  10.  The  mader  of  a  family 
gathers  at  his  pleafure  the  flowers  ancl  fruits  of  his 
garden  ;  fometimes  he  cuts  off  the  buds,  fometimes 
he  differs  them  to  bio  ffom ;  fometimes  he  gathers 
the  green  fruit,  fometimes -he  days  till  they  be  ripe, 
and  every  body  thinks  he  may  do  with  his  own 
what  he  pleafeth  ;  and  (hall  not  the  almighty  God 
have  liberty  much  more  to  difpofe  of  all  that  grows 
in  his  -own  territories  at  his  pleafure  ?  The  mader  of 
the  family  hath  not  created  the  trees  and  plants  of 
his  garden  ;  but  God  hath  made  and  fadiioned  all 
the  children  of  men  with  his  almighty  hand. 

It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  fovereign  right  and  domin¬ 
ion  of  God  over  his  creatures,  that  hath  made  his 
people  to  be  nlenr  under  the  greated  Ioffes.  Hence 
Aaron  when  he  loft*  his  two  fons  by  a  fudden  and 
extraordinary  droke,  it  is  faid  of  him,  Lev.  x.  3. 
«  And  Aaron  held  his  peace/*  He  opened  not  his 
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mouth,  becaufe  it  was  a  fovereign  God  that  did  it. 
So  holy  Job,  when  he  loft  all  his  children  by  one 
blow,  patiently  fubmits  to  this  abfolute  Lord,  Job 
i.  2io  “  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
away  ;  blefted  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Job  knew 
that  God’s  relation  to  them  was  far  nearer  than  his, 
atid  his  right  to  difpofe  of*  them  was  indifputable. 
It  was  a  holy  and  excellent  fpeech  of  that  honora¬ 
ble  perfon,  lord  Dupleftis,  at  the  death  of  his  only 
fon  ;  “  I  could  not  have  borne  this  from  a  man, 
hut  I  can  from  God.” 

V.  Guard  agamft  immoderate  grief  and  excdfive 
borrow  for  the  death  of  children  or  near  relations  ; 
for  this  is  finful  and  offenfive  to  God.  Now,  grief 
as  finful  and  immoderate,  when  it  makes  you  grudge 
at  God’s  difpenfation,  murmur  at  his  will,  turn 
unthankful  to  him  for  the  mercies  you  enjoy,  over¬ 
look  all  bypaft  favors,  and  lament  a  temporal  more 
than  a  fpiritual  lofs.  Alas  !  there  are  many  who 
can  bewail  a  dead  friend  far  more  than  a  dead  heart, 
and  the  lofs  of  a  child  more  than  the  lofs  of  God’s 
countenance.  Now,  for  preventing  this  exceftive 
forrdw,  confider  thefe  things. 

\fly  If  you  be  Chriftlefs  and  impenitent,  you  have 
reafon  to  blefs  God  that  the  ftroke  was  not  at  your 
own  life,  for  then  you  had  been  eternally  miferable, 
and  without  hope.  What  is  the  temporal  lofs  of  a 
child,  to  the  eternal  lofs  of  thine  own  foul  ?  O  it  is 
tar  better  to  be  childlefs  and  friendlefs  on  earth, 
than  to  be  hopelefs  and  remedilefs  in  hell. 


2alyy  Confider  how  little  ground  you  have  to  com* 
plain  of  any  lofs  or  ftroke  you  meet  with  on  earth. 
1.  If  you  eyeGod's  fovereignty  and  power  over  you, 
you  have  caufe  to  be  thankful  that  he  hath  not  anni-* 
hilated  you  and  your  relations  both  long  ere  now, 
feeing  he  hath  as  full  a  dominion  to  reduce  you  to 
nothing,  as  to  bring  you  from  nothing.  Though 
God  fhould  dafh  us  againfl  the  walls  as  a  potter 

wi  veffel>  no  man  could  have  reafon  to  fay. 
What  doil  thou  l  or  why  doft  thou  ufe  me  fo  ?  Ter. 

W**. 
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xviii.  6.  “  O  home  of  Ifrael,  cannot  I  -  do  with  you 
as  this  potter  ?  faith  the  Lord.”  Nay,  he  hath  a 
greater  right  to  deal  fo  with  us,  than  a  potter  with 
•his  veiTel,  for  God  hath  contributed  all  to  his  crea¬ 
ture  that  it  hath  ;  but  the  potter  never  made  the 
,day  which  is  the  fubftance  of  the  veiTel,.  nor  the  wa¬ 
ter  that  is  needful  to  make  it  traftable.  All  that 
the  potter  doth,  is  only  to  mould  the  clay  into  fuch 
a  fhape  ;  befides  the  potter’s  body  is  no  better  than 
the  clay  he  makes  his  veffel  of ;  -nay,  perhaps  that 
very  clay  might  once  have  been  fome  part  of  the 
•body  of  a:  man  as  good  as  the  potter  himfelf.  Now, 
fnall  the  potter  have  fuch  abfolute  power  over  that 
which  is  fo  near  alike  to  him  ;  and  fhall  not  God 
-have  it  over  that  which  is  infinitely  diftant  from  him. 
.That  word,  Dan.  iv.  34,  35.  “  The  Moft  High  doth 
according  to  his  will,”  is  enough  to  filence  the  mur¬ 
mur  ings  of  all  men  under  ftrokes  and  lodes . 

2.  If  you  eye  the  hand  of  God,  as  moft  juft  and 
righteous  in  what  you  have  met  with,  you  have  no 
good  ground  to  complain.  u  Have  you  not  procur¬ 
ed  all  this  to  yomrfelf  ?”  Is  not  God  mod  juft  in  all 
that  hath  come  upon  you  ?  Nay,  if  you  conilder 
-your  fins,  and  God’s  abfolute  dominion  over  you, 
you  mu  ft  own  he  might  have  dealt  with  you  in  a 
fmarter  way  than  he  hath  done  ;  inftead  of  one  afftic- 
lion,  you  might  have  had  a  thoufan*. 

3.  Look  to  the  mercy  that  is  mixed  with  the  rod. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  this  great  Sovereign,  who  is  fo 
provoked  by  us,  Ihould  allow  us  any  mercy  at  all, 

.  and  yet  we  receive  innumerable  benefits  from  him. 
Whatever  be  our  afftidlions,  furely  they  are  far  lefs 
than  our  iniquities  deferve.  Hath  he  caft  your  child 
into  the  grave  ?  he  might  juftly  have  thrown  your 
foul  into  hell.  .It  is  cf  the  Lord’s  mercies  you  are 
not  confumed.  Why  Ihould  a  living  man  comp! am? 
a  man  out  of  a  grave,  and  out  of  hell  too,  hath  furs- 
ly  no  reafon. 

4.  If  you  compare  your  afHi$ion  with  the-trials 
other’s  of  (W’S  people,  yea,  ai;d  jbefe  famti 
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have  been  moll  eminent,  you  have  no  reafon  to 
grudge  at  your  lofs.  You  have  one  child  dead,  bills 
Aaron  (who  is  called  the  faint  of  the  Lord,  Pfal. 
cvi.  16.)  had  two  at  a  ftroke  ;  nay;  Job,  whom  God 
commends  above  all  the  faints  in  his  day,  had  all 
his'  children  ilain  by  one  blow,  and  both  thefe  emb 
nent  faints  had  thefe  lodes  by  an  immediate  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  ftroke  from  God,'  Some  godly  parents 
have  feen  their  children  live  to  prove  fcandals  to  re¬ 
ligion,  and  a  grief  of  mind  to  themfelves,  and  would 
have  thought  it  a  mercy  if  God  had  taken  them 
away  when  young.  Say  not  then,  there  is  no  for- 
r6w  like  your  forrow  ;  for  the  cup  which  many  oth¬ 
ers  nave  cirunk,  hath  had  more  bitter  ingredients 
it  than  yours,  • 

3^b’y  Conlider  that  excedive  grief  cannot  better 
your  cafe,  it  may  well  make  it  worfe.  If  you  ftrun’- 
gle  and  contend  under  God’s  hand,  you  a<5l  a  foolifh 
part  ;  as  a  bullock  unaccudomed  to  the  yoke,  that 
by  his  ftrugglin g  galls  his  neck,  and  makes  the  yoke 
the  more  uneafy  :  or  like  a  bird  fluttering  in  a  net, 
that,  in  dead  of  freeing,  doth  the  more  entangle  itfelf. 
Thus  by  immoderate  forrow  and  fretting  under  the 
jtroke,  you  fin  the  more  againft  God,  and  make  your 
burden  the  more  heavy. 

*  Remember  the  tranfa<5lions  of  thy  foul  with 
t^l0u  enteredft  into  covenant  with  him. 
hen  thou  fa  wed  thyfelf  on  the  brink  of  hell,  and  a 
burden  of  fin  preffing  thee  down,  and  no  hope  for 
toee;  bUt  in  Chrift  ;  then  your  cry  was,  “  none  but 
Chrift  .  take  children,  relations,  riches,  and  all  things 
m  a  world  from  me,  and  give  me  Chrift.  I  give  m, 
myfeT,  and  all  I  have,  to  be  aifpofed  at  thy  pleafure* 
thy  will.  Lord,  ftiai!  be  my  will,  &c.  Now,  God  ij 
taking  thee  at  thy  word,  and  trying  thy  fmceritv  in 

HeLa  th°  j •  r?U f  -i a n r  Pr?fe{redft  to  him  fo  folemnly. 

Sm  O  s  !  P°fedt  1  1?  dear  rektI0n  as  Pkafei 

him  .  O  believer  doft  thou  rue  the  bargain  ?  wouldft 
thou  take  thy  word  again  i  where  is  thy  covenant- 
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■cl  fubmiiTicn  to  the  will  of  God,  and  thy  pfomifed 
contentment  with  all  his  difpofals  V 

5fh!yy  Doll  thou  not  believe  that  a  covenanted 
God  is  better  to.  thee  than  all  the  friends  in  the 
world  ?  cannot  God  foon  make  up  the  greateft  lofs 
to  thee,  it  thou  turn  to  him  by  prayer,  and  pour  out 
thy  heart  and  forrows  in  his  bofom  ?  what  are  the 
world's  comforts  to  God's  comforts  ?  a  fmile  of 


God  s  face  in  prayer,  can  foon  fweeten  thy  bitter 
?  up,  and  make  thee  forget  all  thy  foirows,  Pfal. 
xciv.  1 9.  “  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within 
me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul.”  The  author  of 
the  fulfilling  of  the.  fcriptures  tells  us  of  one  Patrick 
Macilwrae,  an  eminent  faint,  in  the  weft  of  Scotland, 
who  having  loft  his  dear  and  only  fon,  got  to  his 
clofet,  and  there  poured  out  his  foul  to  the  Lord. 
When  he  came  out  to  his  friends  at  length,  who 
were  -  waiting  to  comfort  him,  and  fearing  liow  he 
would  take  fuch  a  heavy  ftroke,  he  returned  from 
prayer  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  told  fome 
of  his  friends  who  afked  him  the  reafon  of  his  cheer- 
fulnefs,  “  that  he  had  got  that  in  his  retirement 
with  the  Lord,  that  to  ha.ve  it  afterwards  renewed, 
he  would  be  content  to  lofe  a  fon  every  day.” 

6thly,  Serioufly  confider  that  you  are  but  a  few 
days  journey  behind  him  for  whom  you  mourn,  and 
that  you  will  quickly  overtake  him,  and  be  with  him 
again.  This  allayed  David's  forrow  for  his  child, 
2  Sam.  xii.  23.  “  I  lhall  go  to  him.”  It  is  our  ex- 
peeing,  to  live  here,  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  relations 
that  commonly  makes  us  grieve  fo  much  for  their 
death  ;  for  if  we  looked  on  ourfelves  as  men  that 
were  to  die  m  a  few  days  we  would  not  be  fo  trou¬ 
bled  for  our  friends  that  are  gone  but  a  little  fpace 


before  us 

•jthlyi  If  your  friends  are  gone  to  heaven  you 
have  more  reafon  to  rejoice  with  them  than  to 
mourn  for  them  ;  feeing  they  are  unfpeakably  hap¬ 
pier  where  they  now  are,  than  they  could  have  been 

with  vou.  It  Is  the  moil  fervent  dcfire  and  wilh  of 
*  every 


..is:" 
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every  true  chriflian  to  be  In  heaven  :  and  will  you 
grieve,  becaufe  God  bath  taken  your  relations  thith¬ 
er,  where  you  defire  to  be  yourfelf  above  all  things  ? 
As  Chrift  laid  to  his  difciples  before  his  death,  John 
xtv.  28,  u  If  ye  loved  me  you  would  rejoice  becaufe 
I  go  unto  the  father  :  lb,  if  your  departed  friend 
could  fpeak  to  you  from  heaven,  he  would  fay  “  If 
ye  loved  me  with  a  pure  fpiritual  love,  ye  would 
rejoice  that  I  am  gone  to  my  Father,  where  I  am 
more  happy  than  you  can  poflibly  conceive  of  me.” 

Objed.  “Had  I  ground  to  think  that  any  friend 
is  gone  to  heaven,  it  would  eafe  me  ;  but,  alas,  I  fear 
it  is  otherwife.” 

Anf<w .  1.  It  doth  not  belong. to  us  to  dive  into 
the  eternaFftate  and  condition  of  thefe  that  are  gone 
off  the  ftage.  Thefe  fecret  things  belong  to  God* 
who  exerciieth  his  mercy  or  juftice  towards  finners 
according  to  his  fovereign  will. 

2.  Suppofmg  the  worft,  you  ought  to  fubm it  to 
the  mcontrolable  fovereignty  of  ^God  who  hath 
mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he 
will  he  hardeneth.  u  He  is  of  one  mind  and  who 
can  turn  him  l”  The  Lord  cut  off  Aaron’s  two  fons 
m  the  very  aft  of  fin  and  rebellion  again/l  him,  and 
yet  Aaron  held  his  peace,  and  fo  ought  you. 

3.  Whatever  be  the  lot  of  others  hereafter,  you 
have  reafon  to  be  thankful  to  God,  for  his  diftin-* 
gunhmg  mercy,  in  faving  you  from  thefe  flames  that 
others  fall  into,  and  giving  you  good  Lope  through 
grace  of  glorifying  God  above  forever. 

Direct.  VI II.  Let  the  ficknefs  and  death  of  others  he  n 
warmng  to  you  in  time  of  health,  to  make  due  prepar  * 

70°ur  Eandl  t,m‘  °f^ P*kneft  3nd  of  dying,  which  is  before 

WHEN  you  fee  your  friends  and  neighbours 
in  a  iickly,,  weak,  or  dying  condition,  the 
language  of  the  difpenfation  to  you  that  are  in 
nealth^  is,  prepare  for  ficknefs  alfo.  Nay,  the  fee. 
ble  voice  of  the  fick  doth  proclaim  this  warning  as 

'  W  *'■  '  loudly. 
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loudly,  as  if  they  fhould  lift  up  their  voice  like 
trumpet,  and  fay  to  you,  Remember  that  you 
mud  lie  in  the  fame  cafe  ere  long  ;  you  mud  alfo 
groan  under  pain,  lofe  your  drength  and  beauty^.. 
leave  your  mirth  and  company,  bid  adieu  to  all  the 
world,  and  look  out  for  the  grim  rneffenger  death, 
that  is  a  coming  to  didblve  the  earthly  tabernacle, 
fend  the  body  to  lie  in  a  putrifying  grave,  and  the 
foul  to  dand  before  God's  tribunal,  to  be  fentenced 
to  an  endlefs  date."  This  will  be.  thy  cafe5  O  young 
man,  drong  man,  healthful  man,  as  really  in  a  little 
as  it  is  of  thefe  now  before  your  eyes.  O  how  foon 
will  it  come  !  what  thoughts  will  you  then  have  of 
the  world,  of  fin,  and  vain  company  ?  Will  any 
tiling  comfort  youthen  but  the  favor  of  God,  the 
love  of  Chrid,  and  the  review  of  a  holy  well-fpent 
life?  Wherefore  do  with  all  thy  might  now  what 
thy  hand  finds  to  do,  employ  the  time  of  health 
well  in  preparing  for  ficknefs,  and  leave  nothing, 
to  do  in  time  of  ficknefs,  which  is  a  mod  unfit  fea- 
fbn  for  a  man  to  do  foul  work,  and  falvation  work 
in* 

I.  I  (hall  begin  with  thofe  of  the  family  where 
the  harbingers  of  death  do  prefently  refide.  Surely 
the  warnings  of  ficknefs  and  death  ought  to  be  lou¬ 
der  in  your  ears  than  others,  and  mod  diligently 
harkened  unto  by  you,  that  lodge  under  the  fame 
roof  with  the  medengers  of  the  king  of  terrors. 
Rerhember  that  word,  i  Pet.  v.  6.  ‘;Humble 
vourfelves  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God.  " 
It  well  becomes  guilty  finners,  all  the  members  of 
the  family  to  be  humble  before  a  holy  God,  when 
he  is  fruiting  any  of  them.  Humbly  acknowledge 
his  fovereignty  and  abfolute  dominion  over  you 
faying,  “  Lord,  thou  art  the  author  and  founder  o* 
families,  and  thou  mayd  affiift  and  punifh  them  as 
thou  thinked  fit.  Thou  felted  the  folitary  in  famU 
lies,  and  multiplied  their  number  ;  and  thou  mayd 
diminifh  them,  yea,  lay  them  defolate  according  to 
%y  pleafure.  Thou  mighted  Jiave  made  all  ths 
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members  of  the  family  fick,  as  well  as  one  ;  thou 
mighteft  have  given  a  deadly  blow  to  parents,  chil¬ 
dren,-  and  fervants,  at  once,  yea,  have  made  the 
houfe  in  which  we  live  a  common  grave,  and  buri¬ 
ed  us  all  together  iiv  its  ruins.”  Humbly  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  juftie'e  and  mercy  of  God  in  the  prefent 
vibration.  «  Lord,  inltead  of  one,  we  all  deferved 
to  have  been  thrown  on  lick  beds,  and  all  of  us  to 
have  been  fmitten  by  death*  Thou  punifheil  us 
lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.”  Acknowledge  al- 
fo  God’s  wifdom  and  love  in  the  prefent  affliction;, 
and  humbly  fubmit  to  take  the  cup  which  he  hath 
mingled  for  you,.  “  The  cup  which  our  heavenly 
father  hath  ordered  for  this  family,  lhall  we  not 
drink  it  \  It  is  a  gracious  and  wife  God  that  doth 
what  is  done  in  the  family  ;  therefore  it  is  our 
part  to  be  dumb,  and  not  to  open  our  mouths  to 
quarrel  it.” 

zdly>  The  command  which  the  king  of  Nineveh 
gave  to  all  his  fubjeds,  when  threatened  with  ruin, 
Jonah- in.  8.  is  very  proper  for  a  mailer  of  a  fami¬ 
ly  to  give  to  all  under  his  charge,  when  licknefs 
doth  rage  among  them  ;  «  Fall,  and  cry  mightily 

to  God,  and  turn  every  one  from  his  evil  way, _ * 

-—Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  away  from  his 
fierce  anger,  that  we  perilh  not  ?”  when  the  de¬ 
coying  angel  gets  a  commiffion  to  finite  families 
with  mortal  and  infectious  difeafes,  which  fome- 
times  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  like  a  plague,  fweep- 
ing  many  old  and  young  off  the  ftage  5  then  efpeci- 
ally  it  Ihould  be  a  time  of  mighty  crying  and 
pleading  with  God  for  mercy.  And  fince  our 
pleading  is  wholly^  ineffectual  without  an  atoning 
Sacrifice  to  incenied  jullice,  let  us  not  forget  to 
bring  the  all  fufficient  facrifice  of  ChrfflC  blood 
along  ft  with  us, .and  plead  it  with  God  for  aver- 
wrath  from  our  houfes  and  families.  As 
Mofes  laid  to  Aaron  in  a  time  of  common  calamity 
Num.  xiv.  46.  fo  may  1  fay  to  you  that  are  heads 
01  families,  u  T ake  a  cenfer  and  Infeufe,  and  go. 

quickly 
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quickly  and  make  an  atonement  for  them  ;  for 
there  is  wrath  gone  out  from  the  Lord  ;  the  plague 
is  begun  ”  Bring  the  incenfe  of  Chrifls  fatisfadion, 
that  great  atonement  to  divine  juftice,  which  was 
typified  by  the  legal  facrifiees  and  oblations.  Hum¬ 
bly  and  earneftiy  plead  that  great'  facrifice  with 
God,  for  turning  away  the  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath* 
Get  the  bunch  of  hyfiop,  faith,  in  order  to  the 
fprinkling  of  your  Jioufes  with  that  atoning  blood, 
that  fo  you  and  your  families  may  be  amon?  the 
preferved  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

^Lajilyy  Let  all  the  family  where  ficknefs  is,  andr 
efpecially  the  head  of  it,  remember  that  word,  Job- 
sxii.  2$.  6i  Thou  fhalt  not  put  away  iniquity  far 
from  thy  tabernacles.”  God  hath- Tent  ficknefs  with' 
this  nieffage  to  you, «  Search  •  out  family  fins, 
whether  oi  omifiion  or  commiffion  y  mourn  over 
them,  turn  from  them,  banifh  them  far  a\vay3  Lee 
no  vice  lodge  under  your  roof;  Let  family  wor~ 
fnip  be  no  more  negleded,  nor  fiightly  performed. 
Let  God  have  both  the  morning  and  evening  facri- 
fice.,?  Now,  if  the  members  of  thefe  families  vifited 
with  ficknefs,  who  are  in  health  for  the  prefent, 
would  tjius  humble  themfelves,  cry  to  God,  plead 
the  blood  of  Chrifi:,  and  reform  what  is  amifs  among* 
them  ;  the  prefent*  afHidion  would  be  fanflified, 
and  they  in  fome  meafure  prepared  for  the  like  trial, 
when  God  fhall  be  pleafed  to  put  the  cup  in  their 
hands,  • 

II.  In  the  next  place,  let  me  warn  all  the  friends 
and  neighbors  of  the  Tick,  whether  they  be  in  the 
family pv  not,,  to  improve  the  day  of  health,  in 
making  ready  for  the  time  of  ficknefs.  Be  much  in 
the  exercile  of  felf-examination,  humiliation  for  fin, 
believing  in  Chrift,  renewing  covenant  with  God, 
mortifying  of  fin,  trimming  the  lamp,  meditating 
of  heaven,  living  by  faith,  deniednefs  to  the  world, 
iludying  to  overcome  the  love  of  life,  and  fears  of 
dleatli.  Concerning  all  which  I  have  given  direc¬ 
tions  in  the  foregoing  chapters  of  this  book,  when 

fp  eaking 
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fpeafcing  to  the  Tick  and  diftreiTed,  Thefe  cxercifes 
are  not  only  proper  for  the  fick,  but  alfo  lor  thefe 
in  health  ;  and  are  fuitable  preparations  for  fkknefc 
and  death,  to  be  ftudied  by  all  men  in  e\ery  condi¬ 
tion.  But  thete  are  fome  things  fuither  moft  necef- 
»fary  to  be  minded  by  people  in.  time  of  their  healthy 
in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the  time  of  ficknefs  andj 
of  dying,  before  it  come. 

l fly  Make  your  latter- will,  and  keep  it  by  you* 
that  you  may  not  be  encumbered  with  your  worldly 
affairs,  in  time  of  ficknefs,  or  at  a  dying-hour. 
Surely  it  is  great  wifdom  to  put  this  by-hand  in  time 
of  health.  But  I  have  fpoken  largely  of  this  Chap* 
I.  Dir.  6. 

2 dly,  Take  heed  in  time  of  health,  that  you  lay 
not  up  fad  provifion  againft  the  day  ot  ficknefs,  by 
your  carelefs  and  untender  walk.  As  it  is  fin  that 
brings  on  ficknefs  upon  us,  fo  it  is  fin  that  embitters 
it  unto  us.  O  beware  of  all  known  fin,  and  partic¬ 
ularly  the  fin  of  earthly-mindednefs,  unthankfulnefs 
for  mercies,,  luke-warmnefs-  in  religion,  negledt  to 
improve  Chrift,  negledt  of  prayer,  and  formality  in 
it,  quenching  of  the  fpirit,  falling  from  your  firfi: 
love,  breach  of  vows,  mifcarrying  under  fignal  mer¬ 
cies,  finning  after  afilidfions,  turning  to  old  fins. 
Guard  againft  thefe  evils  now  in  time  of  health* 
otherwife  they  will  put  thorns  in  your  pillow  when 
ficknefs  cometh.  Dare  not  to  live  in  luch  a  courfe 
as  you  would  not  adventure  to  die  in.  How  do 
you  know  but  your  next  ftep  mayBe  into  the  grave  ? 
and  would  you  be  willing  to  lie  down  there  in  your 
fins,  with  earthly,  cj^ad,  formal,  wandering,  and  un¬ 
believing  hearts  ?.'/ 

Sitloofe  frorp  the  world,  and  live  as  (Iran- 
gers  in  it,  that  you  may  be  able  to  pack  and  be 
gone  from  it  upon  fhort  warning.  Let  death  find 
you  dead  before  hand,  dead  to  the  world.  If  your 
affections  fie  glewed  to  the  world,  it  will  be  a  vio¬ 
lent  rending  and  fad  parting  you  will  have  with  it 
^hen  the  dying  hoar  cometh.  You  will  be  ready* 

like 
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like  Lot’s  wife,  to  linger,  banker,  and  look  greedil  r  r 
back  again.  *  °  J 

^4^/y,' Keep  fhort  reckonings  with  God  and  con- 
feience,  that  you  may  not  have  old  fcores  to  reckon 
upon  when  you  come  to  the  death  bed.  .  O  what 
>  flinging  pain  ana  torment  may  one  fin  unmourned1' 
for  coft  you  at  that  time  ’  Let  confcience  then ; 
bring  in  tne  accounts  of  every  day  before  you  fleep?  * 
and  ipeedily  take  up  every  controverfy  that  may 
fail  out  betwixt  God  and  thy  foul.  *  7 

5 My,  Dwell  much  upon  the  thoughts  of  death.,  > 
y°a  may  learn  to  be*  acquainted  and  familar 
witn  it :  as  Job  was,  who  faid,  before-hand, <{  to  cor° 
rtiption,  1  holi  art  my  father  ;  and  to  the  worm, 
thou  art  my  mother  and  my  fitter,”  Job  xvii.  i4> 

1  or  this  caufe  the  Lgyptiaiis  ufed  to  place  a  dead 
man  sfcull  in  fome  confpic’uous  place  of  theirrooms  $ 
likewife'  the  Jews  had  their  fepulchres  in  t heir  gar »  ' 
dens  of  pleafute,  that1  io  in  midft  of  their  delights 
they  might  think  on  their  dying  time.  -  We  read  of 
Philip  king  of  Macedon,  that  ordered  a  page  every 
morning  to  rouze  him  from  flee p 'with  thefe  words, 
a<  O  king,  remember  thou  art  a  mortal  man.”  By 
this  often’  repeated  leffonj  he  laboured  to  humble 
his'  lofty ;  mind,  and  ■  make  -his  "acquaintance  with 
death,  that  it  might  not  feem  ftrange  or  furpriiing 
%o  him  when  it  (hould  actually  .come  and  fnatch  him 
away,  • 

6thly,  Study  to  fpend  every  day  as  it  were  to 
Wyour  laft,  and  perform  every  duty  as  it  were  the- 
laft,  ttill  looking  oil  ficknefs  and  death  as  very  near,. 
That  which  makes  mott  men  fo  unconcerned  about 
ficknefs,  death,  and  eternity,  is,  they  view  them  as 
things  afar  off,  at  thirty  of  forty  years  diftance, 
a4'  They  think  their  time  will  be  long  here  :  why, 
they  are  healthy,  of  a  flrong  conftituticn,  and  their 
fathers  lived  fo  long  which  furely  are  falfe  rules 
,  t©  judge  by>  It  was  the  expectation  of  many 
7/ears  that  helped  on  the  ruin  of  that  rich  fool  in 
the  gpfpsL  It  were  far  better  for  every  man  to  look. 

on 
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,  ^ir*  hi  mi 'elf  as^  landing  every  day  and  night  at  the 
very  doer  oi  eternity  ;  and  hundreds  of  difeafes 
-ready  to  open  the  door  and  let  him  in.  When 
you  lie  down  at  night,  leave  your  heart  with  Chrift, 
ana  ''ompofe  your  fpirits  fo,  as  if  you  were  not  to 
awake  till  the  heavens  are  no  more  ;  for  certainly 
that  night  cometh,  of  which  you  will  never  fee  the 
morning,  or  that  morning,  of  which  you  will 
never  fee  the  night.  But  which  of  yGur  mornings j 
or  nights  theie  w-nl  be.,  you  know  not,  feeing  youi’ 
times  are  not  in  your  own  hands. 

Itbly,  Set  apart  feme-  time,  daily,-  for  thinking,  in 
a  retired  way,  on  your  time  that  is  part,  and  upon 
eternity  that  is  to  come.  The  negleft  of  this  duty 
of  meditation,  and  retired  thinking,  is  very  preiu- 
dicia,,  both  to  the  godly  and  ungodly.  It  was 
avid  s  pra&ice  to  think,  and  tothink  upon  his  ways: 
winch, engaged  him  to  reform  whatever  he  found 
amus  in  them,  Pfal.  cxix.  59.  Oh!  it  is  the  ruin  of 
many  afoul,  they  are  utter  Arrangers  to  this  way  of 

A A  read,0f  a  ^ther,,  who  on  his 
^..  th  b  o,  .eft  It  as  a  iolemn  charge  upon  his  only 
ion,  who  was  a  prodigal;  that  he  fliould  fpendfi 
■quarter  of  an  hour  every  day  m  retired  thinking, 

frt,  f.  hm  CM'S*  apy  rubKt  he  pleafed.  The  fon 
.think,  tms  an  saly  talk,  undertakes  it,  and  after  his 

“T  *»*.«?  perforate 

?,W  7  K  mt’  ”P“  hil  bM»«  Ple«0.reS  , 
°,hfr.day  ,he  .contrives  liis  future  delights  ;  after 

S  £  >  ASr  -°  t,hink  ferioufly  what  might  be 

■knSh  he*  flunkVhA8  this  taik  uPon  h™  :  « 
gdi  ne  thinks,  lus  father  was.a  wife  and  o-nnd 

man,  therefore  furely  he  intended  and  hoptdVat 

among  the  reft  of  his  meditations,  he  would  fome 

JnSv 11  Tk  oflre%ion-  When  this  had  tru! 

,ho"S1>>  “<l  8»ellio» 

I*  SS,  k,a,1h°ft  r*ny6m  •w* 

f-lf  in  fo  ftion  ,  ’  c  H  efrald  not  contain  him- 

fleep;  yea,  and  afterward  -could  have 

reft 
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reft  till  he  become  ferioufiy  religious.  O  that  I 
-could  perfuade  all  carelefs  and  unthinking  fouls  to 
go  and  do  like  wife  !  Ah!  how  many  fpend  their 
days  in  a  hurry  about  their  worldly  affairs,  and 
perifh  for  want  of  thinking  ! 

8//;/y,  Among  other  fubje&s  of  your  retired 
thoughts,  fpend  feme  time  in  thinking,  how  awful 
and  terrible  a  thing  it  muft  he  for  a  poor  Chriftlefs 
foul  to  make  its  appearance  before  an  angry  God 
after  death.  “  For  who  (faith  the  prophet)  can 
dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  who  can  abide  with  ever- 
lafting  burnings  I  have  read  of  a  certain  king  of 
Hungary,  who  being  on  a  time  marvelloufly  fad  and 
heavy,  his  brother,  who  was  a  brifk  and  gallant  man, 
would  needs  know  the  reafon  :  “Oh  brother,  (fays 
he),  I  have  been  agreatlinner  againft  God,  and  I 
know  not  how  I  fhall  appear  before  his  judgment- 
feat.”  His  brother  anfwered,  “  thefe  are  but  mel¬ 
ancholy  thoughts  ;  ”  and  fo  made  light  of  them, 
as  mod  courtiers  ufe  to  do.  The  king  replied  noth¬ 
ing  at  that  time  ;  but  the  cuftom  of  that  country 
was,  (the  government  being  abfolute,  if  the  execu¬ 
tioner  founded  a  trumpet  at  a  man’s  door,  he  was 
prefen tly  to  be  led  to  execution.  1  he  king  fent 
the  executioner  in  the  dead  time  of  the  night,  and 
caufed  him  found  his  trumpet  at  his  brother's  door, 
who  hearing  and  feeing  the  meffenger  of  death, 
fprang  in  trembling  into  his  brothers  prefence,  falls 
down  upon  his  knees,  and  befeeches  the  king  to  let 
him  know  wherein  he  had  offended  him.  “  O 
brother,  (faid  the  king),  you  never  offended  me, 
but  loved  me  ;  but  is  the  fight  of  an  earthly  ^execu¬ 
tioner  fo  terrible  to  thee  ;  and  fhall  not  I,  who  am 
fo  great  a  finner,fear  much  more  to^  be  brougnt  to 

the  judgment-feat  of  an  angry  God  ! 

qthlvy  Think  often  how  religioufiy  men  ufe  to 
with  they  had  lived,  when  they  come  to  the  fick  and 
dying  time.  Thefe  who  have  fpent  their  time  molt 
carelefsly,  begin  to  have  other  notions  of  religion 
when  they  Fe  *e  grim  meffenger  approaching. 


t.;r- 
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Go  to  their  bed-fides,  and  afk  them,  w  hether  floth  or 
diligence,  formality  or  fervency,  drinking  or  pray¬ 
ing,  loving  the  world  or  loving  Chrift,  be  the  heft  ; 
would  they  not  tell  yon  that  there  is  none  fo  wife  as 
they  that  are  molt  religious  ?  Think,  O  man,  in 
health,  with  thyfelf,  if  thou  waft  juft  now  upon  thy 
death  bed,  and  faweft  thy  friends  Handing  mourning 
rounu  about  thee,  but  unable  to  help  thee,  what, 
would  be  thy  thoughts  and  difcourfe  at  that  time  > 
O  then,  let  forne  of  the  fame  thoughts  and  difcourfe 
fillup  every  day  and  hour  ol  thy  life  now.  Why 
thou  knoweft  not  but  this  moment  thou  mayft  be  at 
near  death,  as  ii  thy  friends  and  phyficians  too  were 

ctefpairing  of  thy  liie,  and  had  given  you  over  for 
dead. 

1  othlh,  ,Be  employed  now  in  fighting  the  good 
light  ot  taith.  You  have  many  enemies  to  "deal 
w.tn,  and  death  is  the  lad  of  them.  Would  you 
obtain  the  viflory  over  them?  Then  get  on  the  Chrif- 
Uan  armour,  and  make  much  ufe  of  the  ihield  of 

f',th:  Vl'e  read  m  l!le  book  of  Efther,  that  kino- 
hafuerus  would  not  recal  the  proclamation  he  had 
emitted  againft  the  Jews  ;  but  he  gave  them  full  lib- 
erty  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  themfelves,  and  at¬ 
tack  their  enemies ;  fo  here,  God  will  not  recal  th- 
fentence  of  death  he  hath  pad  upon  all  men  in  the 

t  but"evfhelefs  he  allows,  yea  commiffion- 
a  all  true  Ifraehtes  to  take  up  arms  againft  death 
to  conquer  and  trample  it  under  foot  bffafth  ’ 
J^ajily  Be  bufy  now  in  health,  providing,  and  lay- 
ng  up  a  Hock  againft  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  afflic¬ 
tion  ,  which  may  contribute  to  your  comfortable 

taTfr  VVherthe  W0rld’s  g°od  things  will  be 
taftelefs  and  comfortlefs  to  you.  As  thelewho  have 

f  V°)'af  t0  go.  do  vifinal  the  fiiip  5  and  theft  who 
Iioyea  flege  t0  ioW  0lU>  take  in  Provlfions  :  even  fp 

allv’a  docket  ”fgpces.  againft  that  time,  efpeci- 
nial  ^  T1  1  ’?n  fat,encs’  ofl humility,  felf-de- 
’  There  wdl  be  i#  for  all  thefe  then.  A 

X  little 
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little  grace,  or  a  little  faith,  is  not,  enough  ;  for  this 
will  taint  under  afflitfions.  We  read,  Matth.  xiv. 
that,  when  the  winds  began  to  blow  fiercely,  Peter's 
little  faith  began  to, fail.  “You  have  need  of  a  great 
meafufle  of  patience  againfi:  that  time,  that  you  may 
wait  quietly  on  God,  till  he  come  to  your  relief. 
'You  knew  not  but  he  may  lengthen  out  your  trials 
and  tarry  till  the  fourth  watch  of  the  nigh  t  before  he 
come  with  deliverance. 

2.  Provide  a  (lock  of  evidences  or  marks  of  grace, 
and  of  the  love  of  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  af- 
fert  your  intereft  in  him  as  your  portion  imChrift, 
and  may  be  perfuaded,  that  neither  death  nor  life 
will  ever  feparate  you  from  him. 

3.  Gat  a  (lock  of  divine  experiences.  Lay  up  nil 
the  experiences  you  have  had  of  God’s  laving-kind* 
nefs,  and  the$e  will  give  great  relief  and  encourage* 
ment  to  the  foul  in  the. day  of  difirefs. 

4.  Lay  up  a  ftodc  of  fermons.  Treafure  up  the 

counfels  and  cordials  which  they  bring  you  trona 
God’s  word,  that  fo  you  may,  according  to  Ifa.  xliL 
23.  “  Hear  for  the  time  to  come  5”  andefpecially 

for  fick-b.eds,  when  you  cannot  get  fermons  to  hear. 
Then  it  is,  that  you  ought  to  live  andTeed  upon  the 
fermons  you  have  heard. 

5.  Lay  up  a  flock  of  prayers.  Be  much  in 
owreftlipg  with  God  for  help  and  through  bearing  in 

the  day  of  affliction  ;  and  fo  you  may  expect  the 
gracious  returns  thereof  m  the.  day  of  calamity. 

6.  Provide  a  ftock  of  promifes.  Be  now  gather, 
ing  thefe  fv^eet  cordials  from  God’s  word,  lay  them 
up5  in  your  heart  and  memory,  and  they  will  be  very 
refrefning  and  Supporting  to  you  in  the  day  of  ah 
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.Direct;  IX.'  Let  thefe  v/ho  are  in  health  let  about  the  work 
o:  repentance,  and  turning  to  God  in  Chrift  timeoufly  and 
quickly:  and  beware  of  delaying  this  work  until  the  tin* 
of  ficknefs  and  of  dying. 

GOD’s  command  to-  your  is,  to  fet  about  the 
work  prefently, .  without  any  delay,  Heb.  iii. 
35.  “  To-day  if  ye  wifi  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts.”  Matth.  xxi.  28.  Go  work  to-day 
in  my  vineyard. ”  Ecclef.  xii.  i.  u  Remember  now 
thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth. Well, 
God’s  voi(Te  to  you,  O  man  in  health,  is  to-day. 
But  the  devil’s  voice  to  you  is  to-morrow.  And 
which  of  the  two  will  you  harken  to  ?  Surely  it  is 
your  wifdom  to  obey  the  voice  of  your  Creator  and 
friend,  and  not  of  your  enemy  and  dedroysr.  .Why, 
to-day  thou  art  in  health,  to-morrow  thou  may  if  be 
in  ficknefs  ;  to-day  thou  art  on  earth,  to-morrow 
-.ncu  mayed  be  in  hell  j  to-day  Chrid  is  inviting  you. 
to  come  to  nim,  to-morrow  lie  may  be  fentencing 
you  to  depart  from  him.  And  confider,  that  the 
devil,  who  tempts  you  to  delay  this  day,  will  be  as 
read7  to  tempt  you  to  the  fame  to-morrow  ;  and 
fo  the  devil’s  to-morrow  will  never  come.  It  wiij 
ftill  be  to-morrow  with  him  till  the  lad  hour,  that 

fo  he  may  get  you  cheated  out  of  your  whole  time 
and  falvation  together. 

Here  1  fhali  endeavor  two  things  ;  r.  Bring  ar~ 
gumeuits  to  perfuade  you  to  repent  and  clofe  with 
the  offers  of  Chrid  prefently,  without  any  delay,  as 
God  requires.  2.  Shew  the  evil  and  danger  of  de¬ 
laying  till  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  of  dying.  As  to 

t  enrft,.t7Z.  Arguments  for  prefent  repentance, 
and  againft  delaying  the  work. 

C?,  Conficer  the  uncertainty  of  your  life  and  time 
to  repent.  Your  life  is  but  a  vapor,  a  little  warm 

brnatu  that,  IS  S0l*ng  out  and  in  at  your  nodrils, 
ic  maybe  depped  by  death  ere  you  be  aware ; 
ou  no  wed  not  what  will  be  to-morrow,  Prov, 

^  was  the  faying  of  a  godly  man,  wb£h 
sn.’ited  to  a  feaft  upon  the  morrow,  *<  I  have  not 

hfd 


ikS 


Aifi tiled  Man's  Companion* 


had  a  morrow,  for  thefe  many  years.”  It  was  * 
bad  ufe  thefe  Epicures  made  of  this  uncertainty, 
Ifa.  xxii.  13.  “  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-mor¬ 
row  we  (hall  die.”  It  is  much  wrier  ro  fay,  “  Let 
ns  pray,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  tor  to-morrow  we 
tnali  die.”  Nay,  you  have  not  lecurity  for  one 
hour  to  repent  in  ;  for  God  hath  a  thousand  difeafes 
.and  accidents  ready  to  if  op  your  breath,  and  end 
your  days,  whenever  he  pleafeth  to  give  them  or- 
1  here  are  many  fecure Tinners,  who  prefume 


aer, 


cn  long  life,  but  there  are  none  nearer  deltru&ion 
than  iucri  for  God  loves  to  difappoint  thefe  drat 
prcmife  themtelves  a  long  lifeTn  fin  and  impeniten- 
ov,  as  he  did  that  rich  man  who  was  laying  up  for 
mariy  years,  Luke  xii.  19.  “  This  night  ihall  thy 

foul  be  required  of  thee.”  And  O  what  a  dark,  and 
diurnal  night  will  it  be,  if  death  come  before  :hy  re¬ 
pentance  l  O  man,  thou  never  didfl  lie  down  one 
night  with  affurance  of  rifing  again  ;  thou  never 
jieardit  one  fermon  with  alfurance  of  hearing  anoth¬ 
er  :  thou  never  didit  draw  one  breath  with  affur- 
ance  pf  drawing  another.  What  madnefs  is  it  then 
to  delay  falvation-work  one  day  or  hour  longer,  and 
fo  to  leave  the  weishtieft  matter  in  the  world. at  the 

O' 

great  ell  uncertainty  ! 

2 d/v,  Confider,  that  though  God  in  his  wonderful 
mercy  and  patience  fhould  prolong  your  days,  yet 
die  longeft  life  is  fhort  enough  for  the  work  you 
have  to  do,  fuppofe  you  begin  it  prefently.  Nav, 
bad  you  Methufalem’s  years  to  fpend,  they  would 
be  no  more  than  fufficient  to  repent  and  mourn  for 
the  fins  and  guilt  which  you  have  been  fo  long  con¬ 
trafling  to  reform  and  amend  the  many  things 
that  have  been  amifs  ;  to  perform  all  the  duties  in¬ 
cumbent  on  you  ;  to  make  fure  your  calling  and 
eleflion,  and  put  your  foul’s  in  a  good  poflure  and 
preparation  for  an  eternal  date,  and  get  them  made 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  light.  Now,  do  ye  think  that  all  this  work  can 

be  done  in  an  inftant,  or  in  a  time  of  ficknefs,  or 

old’ 
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old  age,  when  ye  are  hardly  fit  to  do  any  thing  ?« 
When  a  man’s  fpirit  is  unable  to  bear  the  infirmities 
ot  nature,  how  will  he  be  able  to  bear  the  lafhes  of  a 
guilty  confidence,  or  a  wounded  fpirit  ?  When  the 
undemanding  is  weak,  the  memory  frail,  the  will 
oh  innately  bent  the  wrong  way,  by  a  long  cudom 
of  finning,  and.  negleding  of  duty  ;  will  that  be  a  fit 
time  to  begin  the  work  of  repentance  and^converfiion 
*o.God  ?  When  nature  is  decayed,  and  the  candle  of 
life  juft  finking  in  the  focket,  will  you  begin  then  to 
ad  tor  God,  and  make  your  light  fhine  before  men 
r°  kis  gl°r>  •  O  remember,  your  work  is  long,  your 
time  is  fhort  ;  and  though  you  begin  this  very  hour, 
you  will  have  no  time  to  fpare. 

3^>'»  He?ay  not  this  work,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  your 
power  to  do  it  when  you  pleafie.  It  is  a  deJulion  or 
tiie  devd,  to  imagine  you  may  repent  when  you  will. 

no  ;  it  is  God  only  that  giveth  repentance,  and 
lie  gives  it  when,  and  to  whom  he  pleafeth,  Ads  v. 
13.  And  it  is  a  mere  peradvcnture,  if  ever  he  <?\vq 
*to  a  delaying  finner,  2  Tim.  ii.  25  .  When'isic 

that  you  may  have  hopes  he  will  give  repentance, 
but  when  he  calls  you  to  it,  and  preferibes  means 
to  be  ufed  for  that  end  ?  Now  that  is  to-day.  4£  To, 
oay,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice  :  now  is  the  accepted 
time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation  ”  To-day,  when 
God  is  calling,  and  the  Spirit  driving,  is  the  time  of 
fending  the  Lord,  and  getting  repentance  from  him 
,0-morrovv  it  may  be  too  late;  the  Lord’s  hand 
lay  be  cioLd,  and  the  door  of  mercy  (hut.  If  you 
iefufe  the  Spirit  when  he  firives  with  you,  he  may 
leave  you,  and  never  put  another  ferious  thought  in 
your  heart  of  turning  £0  the  Lord.  O  defer  nor 
Peeking  repentance  till  it  be  too  late  :  for  there  is  a 
time  when  the  Lord  will  not  be  found,  and  then  - 
pentance  wifi  not  be  found,  though  you  feek  it  w ft  U 
:  l  V  f^deed,  God  hath  promifed  merev  to  pen;, 
en  anners:  but  he  hath  no  where  promifed  the 
;i,Js  0  hls  Srace  and  Spirit  to  them  that  put  off  their 
pe“tance  ;  and  he  ^ath  bo  where  promifed  accept, 
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ance  to  mere  grief  and  forrovv  for  fin  without  faiths 
and  fruits  meet  for  repentance  :  he  hath  no  where 
promifed  to  pardon  thefe,  who  only  promife  to  leave 


their  fins,  when  they  can  keep  them  no  longer. 

4 tbly.  The  longer  repentance  and  clofmg  witl 


Chrift  is  delayed,  the  difficulty  thereof  is  every  day 
increafed.  Why,  i..  Becaufe  of  the  deceitful  na¬ 
ture  of  tin,  which  doth  daily  bewitch  and  harden  the 
heart  more  and  more  in  the  pra&ice  of  it.  2.  Cuftom 
in  any  thing  hath  a  ftrong  influence  on  us,  and 
becomes  a  kind  of  fecond  nature,  and  breeds  an 
silm'oft  invincible  inclination  to  whatfoever  we  have 
long  add  idled  ourfelves  unto,  whether  it  be  in  adiions 
natural  or  moral.  Hence  Ovid  gives  that  good  adr 
vice, 


Sed  prop  era,  ntc  te  venturas  differ  in  horas  ; 
non  ejl  hodie}  eras  minus  aptus  erit. 


ejl  /jodie}  eras  minus  aptus  erit . 


a  Be  fpeedy,  put  not  off  till  another  time  ; 
u  He  who  is  not  pre^ar-ed  to-day,  will  be  more  unprepar¬ 
ed  to-morrow.” 

He  that  goes  on  from  day  to  day  in  fin,  will  find 
his  indifpofition  to  repent  daily  increafed,  the  habits 
of  fin  ftrengthened,  and  hitnfelf  brought  at  length 
under  the  power  of  an  inveterate  cuftom.  And  if  it. 
be  hard  to  break  any  cuftom,  much  more  a  cuitom  in 
finning,  which  is  fo  agreeable  to  depraved  nature. 
Hence  faith  the  Spirit  of  God,  Jer.  xiii.  23.  “  Can 

the  Ethiopian  change  his  fkin,  or  the  leopard  his 
Ipots  ?  Then  may  ye  alfo  do  good,  that  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  do  evil.”  3.  The  longer  Satan  keeps  pof» 
feffion,  the  more  difficult  will  his  ejettion  prove. 
The  devils  that  poffeiTed  the  man  from  the  womb  up, 
could  not  fee  call  out  but  by  feme  extraordinary  way. 
4.  Delays  bring  on  fpiritual  judgments  from  God*, 
inch  as  judicial  hardn&fs  on  the  heart,  which  will 
make  repentance  impoffible,  according  to  that  ter- 
ilble  place,  Ifa.  vi.  9,  1©.  “  Make  the  heart  of  this 

people  fat,”  &c.  Which  is  quoted  no  lefs  than  fix- 
times  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  if  it  belonged  only 
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LaJUy ,  We  would  reckon  fuch  delays  madnefs  in- 
earthly  affairs,,  which  are  but  trifles  when  compared 
to  falvation-work.  If  a  man’s  houfe  were  on  fire,  we' 
would  count  him  mad,  if  he  fhould  fay,  it  is  time  e- 
nough,  to  quench  it  tomorrow  ;  or,  if  he  were  flung 
with  a  venomous  ferpent,  he  would  be  mad  that 
negletfed  to  feek  a  prefent  cure  :  or,  if  he  had  got 
poifon  in  his  flomach,  he  would  never  think  he  could 
foon  enough  vomit  it  up.  If  a  malefactor  were 
condemned  to  a  cruel  death  to-morrow,  but  had  a 
promife  of  a  remifiion  if  he  fhould  look  after  it  to- 
day  ;  would  he  be  fo  foolifii  as  delay  it  till  next  morn¬ 
ing  ?  But  how  much  greater  madnefs  is  i^  to  delay 
repenting  and  fleeing  to  Chrifly  when  God’s  calls 
and  promifes  relate  to  the  prefent  time,  and  oar  dan¬ 
ger  in  delaying  is  infinitely  greater  than  in  any  of  the 
forelaid  cafes  ?  Surely  there  is  no  fling  fo  dangerous* 
no  poifon  fo  deadly  as  fin  ;  and  can  we  too  foon 
feek  after  the  balm  of  Gilead,  the  blood  of  Chrift  for 
its  cure  l  T.  here  is  no  death  like  the  fecond  death,  no 
firefo  dreadful  as  the  eternal  fire  of  God’s  wrath  : 
hiOvv,  this  fire  is  already  kindled  againft  your  fouls  • 
and  if  it  be  not  timeoufly  quenched,  it  will  burn  to 
the  1  owe  ft  helL  Lofe  no  time  to  gcj  it  extinguifhed* 
by  fieeing  to  the  blood  of  Jefus.  f  ° 

II*  next  thing  is  to  fhew  the  evil  and  danger 
of  delaying  this  work  until  the  time  of  ficknefs  and 
ot  d>ing.  Alas,  it  is  the  common  practice  of  the 
moft  part  r  But  confider,  1 ft,  What  wretched  ingrat- 
nude  and  bafenefi  there  is  in  it.  Whether  is  it  fit  ye* 
inoiiid  give  the  beft  of  your  time  to  God  that  made 
you,  or  to  the  devil  that  fee ks  your  deftru&ion  ?  Is  it 
reasonable  that  the  devil  fhould  feaft  on  the  flower 
and  prime  of  your  youth  and  ftrength,  and  your  Cm, 
ator  have  no  other  but  die  fragments  of  the  devil’s 
.able  .  When  the  dregs  of  your  time  are  come,  your 
.t.engt  i  gone,  your  fenfes  failed,  your  underftandin 
ana  memory  weak,  your  affeftions  fpent  upon  th' 
creature,  yea,  when  you  are  good  for  nothing  elfe 
” ‘  ye  b<;  io  bafe  as  thin'k,  you  are  then  good  enougl 
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for  God,  and  for  falvation-worl',  which  requires  all 
your  flrength  and  might ?  But  remember,  if  you  he 
to  bafe  as  referve  the  dregs  of  your  time  for  God,you 
may  expeft  he  will  be  fo  juft  as  referve  the  dregs  of 
his  wrath  for  you,  according  to  that  word,  Mai.  i. 
14.  “  Curfed  be  the  deceiver,  which  hath  in  his 

flock'  a  male,  and  facrtficeth  unto  the  Lord  a  corrupt 
thing.”  Your  youth,  flrength,  health,  gifts,  and 
talents,  are  the  males  of  the  dock  ;  if  you  give  thefe 
•  0  the  devil,  and  referve  the  weaknefs  of  licknefs  and 
old  age  for  God,  you  draw  down  his  curie  upon 
your  heads  ;  acid  how  long  will  you  be'  able  to  bear 
up  under  the  weight  of  Godfs  curie  ?  Now,  O  delay¬ 
ing  Tinners,  why  fhould  you  be  fo  ungrateful  to  God, 
and  injurious  to  vcurfelves  ?  Goa  had  early  thoughts 
of  mercy  to  you  ;  and  will  you  have  nothing  but  late 
thoughts  of  duty  to  him  ?  Chrift  did  not  defer  his 
dying  for  us  till  he  was  old  ;  and  jfhalj  we  defer  liv¬ 
ing  to  him,  till  we  be  old  r  Oh,  we  do  not  deal  with 
God  as  we  would  have  him  to  deal  with  us.  When 
we  need  help  in  trouble,  we  cry,  as  Pfal.  cii.  g0 
6  Lord,  hear  me  :  in  the  day  when  I  call,  anfwer 
Tile  fpeedily.”  To  day  vve  fliil  make  the  feafon  of 
mercy,  but  to-morrow  the  feafon  for  duty.  When 
mercy  is  delayed,  we  impatiently  cry.  How  long  ? 
How  long  ?  We  will  not  wait  God’s  holy  leifuje*- 
Butalas  !  we  would  have  God  to  wait  our  finful  lei~ 
fure0  Oh,  let  us  be  afhamed  of  fuch  difmgenu- 
ous  dealings  with  our  creator. 

2  dly,  Death  may  get  a  commiflion  to  take  you-OiF 
fuddenly,  without  giving  you  any  time  to  repent. 
You  are  not  fare  to  fee  the  evening  ftar  of  ficknefs,  be¬ 
fore  the  night  of  death  overtake  you,  or  that  you  will 
have  any  warning  given  you  before  the  fatal  flroke.- 
For  how  many  are  there  who  project  long  lives,  and 
look  for  time  before  death  to  repent,  that  get  a  fur- 
prifmg  call  to  flit  from  the  earthly  tabernacle,  and 
have  not  one  minute  to  provide  another  lodging  ? 
How  many  are  drowned  by  a  hidden  form  at  fea  ? 
And  how  many  kilkd  by  outward  accents  at  land  ? 

'  '  Some 
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Some  drop  down  fuddenly  in  the  ftrcets  ;  Tome  die 
fitting  in  their  chairs  ;  fome  go  well  to  bed  at  night, 
and  never  lee  the  morning  ;  forrie  die  as  quickly  by 
a  fit  of  an  epilepfy,  or  apoplexy,  as  if  fliol  with  a  gun*  - 
Thus  thousands  are  hurried  into  eternity  and  pre« 
lented  before  a  tribunal’,  without  being  allowed  fo 
much  time  as  to  think  one  ferious  thought,  or  fpeak 
one  word  :  not  one  moment  to  confider  where  they 
are  going,  or  to  cry  to  God  for  mercy.  And  how 
know  you  but  this  may  be  your  cafe  at  death  ?  Mud 
it  not  be  the  greateft  folly  then  to  delay  your  repent¬ 
ance  to  a  dying  time,  when  it  may  not  be  one  minute- 
long  ? 

3^/y,  Though  you  may  have  fome  time  to  lie  oh 
lick-beds,  how  know  ye  but  your  ficknefs  may  be 
fuch  as  fhall  incapacitate  you  for  fpiiitual  work  ? 
Some  we  fee  are  fo  oppreifed  with  continual  Num¬ 
bering  and  deeping,  even  when  death  is  neared, 
that  they  are  in  no  cafe  to  think  or  fpeak  of  tliefe 
things  that  belong  to  their  eternal  date.  Others,  in 
high  fevers,  are  troubled  with  rovings  ;  and  have 
no  ufe  of  their  reafon,  fo  that  they  are  not  capable  to 
fettle  their  worldy  affairs  ;  and  how  much  lefs  are 
they  fit  to  fecure  their  foul's  eternal  concerns,  at 
that  time  ?  Some  again  are  fo  racked  with  pains  and 
agonies,  impatient  frettings,  and  bitter  uneafinels,  . 
that  they  cannot  get  one  fettled  thought  about  their 
foul’s  prefent  or  future  date.  Others. are  fo  filled 
with  terror  and  amazement  at  the  view  of  approach¬ 
ing  death  and  eternity,  that  they  cannot  compofe - 
their  thoughts  to  examine  themfelves,  confefs  their 
fins,  a<5t  faith  in  a  Saviour,  or  follow  any  diredion 
that  is  given  them  ;.but  go  off  the  dage  in  a  confu- 
fion,  being  incapable  to  do  any  thing  to  purpofe  for. 
their  fouls.  Some  their  didemper  is  filth,  that  they 
are  brought  to  a  great  drait  betwixt  the  word  of  ’ 
God  and  the  phyfician.  The  word  of  God  and  his 
mi  aiders  tell  them  if  they  do  not  mourn  for  their 
fins,  and  wreftle  for  mercy,  they  cannot  he  faved  ? 

faith  the  phyfician,  if  you  trouble  yourfelf  with 
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vati  and  melancholy  thoughts,  you  prejudice  your 
body  and  hazard  your  life.  Oh  !  is  this  a  fit  time 
then  to  b£gin  your  preparation  for  another  world  ? 

4 r^he  fpirit  of  God  being  long  refilled  and; 
vexed  by  many  in  the  day  of  health,  he  is  provoked 
to  leave  them  oil  death-beds  to  the  hardnefs  of  their 
own  hearts  :  -  And  fo  they  remain  like  flocks  and 
hones,  dead  and  ftupid  to  the  laft.  ■ 

The  devil,  that  was  Lufy  all  your  lives  to 
keep  -  you'  from  repentance,  will  not  be  idk  at  this 
time  ;  nay  he  will  be  more  active  then  than  ever  to 
ruin  you,  either  by  caufing  you  to  fplit  on  the  rock 
of  prefumption  or  of  defpa'r.  Sometimes  he  will 
tell  dinners  then,  “  You  need  not  trouble  yourfelves 
about  your  fouls  :  God  is  more  merciful  than  to 
damn  you  ;  the  repentance  you  have  already  will 
ferve  the  turn.”  But  if  this  will  not  quiet  them, 
he  will  fludy  to  drive  them  to  defpair,  by  telling 
them,  “  They  have  loft  the  feafon  of  repentance  and 
clofing  with  Chrifl  ;  and  now  there  is  no  remedy, 
no  hope  for  them,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ufe  any  fur¬ 
ther  means.5’  O  then*  do  not  harken  to  Satan  now, 
'^Vhen  he  tempts  you  to  delay  your  repentance. 

6thlyt  Whatever  appearance  of  repentance  fome 
dying  perforis  may  have*  let  that  be  no  encourage¬ 
ment  to  put  off  till  that  time*  Why,  there  lieth  a  juft 
fufpicion  upon  a  late  repentance,  that  it  is  feldom 
fbund-and  fmcere.  It  is  no  found  work,  that  arifeth 
more  from  fears  of  hell  than  from  any  real  hatred 
of  fin  ;  more  from  love  to  felf,  than  love  to  God. 
And  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  deathbed  repentance  is 
moftly  of  this  fort,  feeing’  ordinarily  it  coniifteth 
more  in  grief  and  fear^  prayers  and  promifes,  than 
in  a  hearty  loathing  of  fm,  love  to  holinefs  or  willing- 
nefs  to  accept  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  for  have  we  not  feen 
many  of  thefe  penitents  who,  in  the  view  of  death, 
have  profeffed  great  forrow  for  their  wicked  lives, 
and  made  folemn  promifes  of  amendment;  yet 
when  they  have  happened  to  recover,  all  their  righ- 
teoufnefs  hath  vanifhedy  they  hare  returned  t ty 
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f  their  former  fins  as  greedily  as  ever  ?  And,0  delay¬ 
ing  fmner,  what  ground  have  you  to  think  that  your 
death-bed  repentance  will  be  any.  better  than  theirs  ? 
Be  wife  then  in  time,  fet  heartily  about  falvation 
•'•work  in  the  day  of.  your  health,  and  do  not  leave  the 
weightieft  work  to  the  Weakefl  time. 

(Jbjfd.  I.  “  But  hath  not  God  promifed  mercy  to 
•them  that  repent  of  their  fins  at  any  time 

Anfw.  Yes,  to  them  that  repent  truly  and  fincere- 
ly  :  but  do  not  think  that  it  is  in  your  power  to  re¬ 
pent  fo,  at  any  time  you  pleafe  ;  no,  it  is  impofiible 
you  can.  do  it  without  the  influence  and  affiftance  of 
the  ipirit  of  God.  And  God  hath  no  where  promifed 
this  to  thefe  who  put  off  their  repentance  to  a  death¬ 
bed.  There  is  a  great  ,  difference  betwixt  a  fick 
man’s  howling  upon  his  bed,  and  fincere  gofpel  re- 
penting.  I  grant,  true  repentance  is  never  too/late  ; 
but  O  !  late  repentance  is  feldom  true.  True  re¬ 
pentance  is  that  which  hath  a  care  to  walk  holily, 
cr  hath  works  meet  for  repentance  joined  with  it» 
Hence  repentance  is  not  only  called  mktanoia,  -a 
change  of  mind.  5  but  alio  metameleia,  an  after 
care.  Now  for  a  death-bed  repentance,  that  hath  no 
fuch  holy  care  or  good  works,  ;I  know  no  promife 
m  the  Bible  that  annexeth  falvation  unto  it. 

T  Ghjett.  II.  “Do  not  we  read  in  Chrifc’s  parable  of 
tne  labourers,  iVtatth.  xx.  that  fbme  were  hired  anti 
brought  irito  the  Vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and 
got  the  fame  reward  with  thofe  that  were  hired  at 
the  third  and  fixth  hour 

V  i'hefi  ^at  -were  brought  In  fo  late, 
could  fay  for.  themfelves*verfe  6.  «  that  no  man  had 
hired  them,”  or  had  offered  to  hire  them  before  • 
they  did.no  foonerhear  the  gofpel-cali,  and -offers  of 
lalvation  through  Chrilt  tendered  to  them.  ButO! 
this  will  itand  you  in  no  Head,  who  have  had  many  a 
call  and  offer  made  you  at  the  third,  f«th,  and  ninth 
hour,  and  have  refilled  and  refufed  them  :  you  will 
not  have  it  to  fay  at  the  eleventh  hour'  as  thefe  had, 
No  man  hath  hired  us,” 
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2 dly9  Thefe  men,  though  they  came  in  but  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  and  not  being  fponer  hired,  yet  they 
re  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  and  wrought  one 
hour  therein  faithfully,  in  obedience  to  their  Lord’s 
command,  and  fo  brought  forth' fome  fruits  meet  for 
repentance,  and  were  accepted.  But  this  is  no  en¬ 
couragement  to  any  to  expert  to  be  brought  in  at 
the  twelfth  hour,  when  there  is  no  time  to  work, 
nor  bring  forth  any  fruits  to  teftifty  the  fmcerity  of 
their  repentance  $  we  have  no  promife  of  acceptance 
made  to  fuch. 

ObjeA,  III.  “The  penitent  thief  on  the  crofs  fought 
mercy  from  Chrift  at  the  laft  hour  and  got  it.” 

AnfzLK  That  is  a  fmgular  inftance,  and  gives  no 
encouragement  to  delaying  fmners.  The  feriptures 
ontain  a  hiftory  of  more  than  four  thoufand  years, 
and  yet  during  all  the  time  we  have  but  one  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  man  that  truly  and  fincerly  repented  when  he 
came  to  die.  And  in  this  man’s  cafe  there  was 
fuch  an  extraordinary  conjunction  of  circumftances,as 
never  happened  before,  and  can  never  fall  out  again 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  This  man  had  the  happi- 
mefs  to  die  clofe  by  the  newly  pierced  and  bleeding 
wounds  of  a  crucified  jefus,  when  he  was  lifted  up 
from  the  earth  in  the  height  of  his  love,  drawing  Tin¬ 
ners  to  falvation  ;  which  was  a  juncture  that  can 
never  have  a  parallel.  Again,  the  man  never  had 
any'offer  of  Chrift  nor  day  of  grace  before  now ;  he 
furrendered  himfelf  upon  the  very  fir  ft  call  :  and  his 
Taith  in  Chrift  at  this  time  was  truly  lingular  and 
^miraculous.  He  was  deiigned  by  heaven  to  be  made 
-a  rare  monument  of  the  power  of  Chrift’s  grace,  and 
a  fpecial  trophy  of  his  vi&ory  over  the  devils  and 
wicked  men,  at  a  time  when  they  feemed  to  triumph 
over  him,  as  one  crucified  through  weaknefs. 

From  all  which  we  may  fee,  that  thi  example 
was  extraordinary,  and  affords  no  ground  for  the 
prefumption  of  delaying  fmners.  .  You  may  as  well 
call;  yourfelves  int6  the  fea  in  hopes  oi  prefervation 
by  a  whale,  from  the  example  of  Jonah,  as  defer 
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repentance  now,  in  hopes  of  repenting  on  a  death¬ 
bed,  from  the  example  of  the  thief  on  the  crofs. 
Befides,  your  way  of  finning  differs  vaftly  from  his. 
He  was  not  guilty  of  preemption,  as  you  are  ;  he 
did  not  flight  ChritVs  calls  and  offers  in  the  day  of 
his  health,  and  delay  his  repenting  and  doling  with 
Chi  id,  in  hopes  of  an  opportunity  for  them  at  the 
hour  of  death,  as  you  do.  Do  you  know  what  God 
determines  concerning  prefumptuous  finning  ?  You 
may  fee  it.  Numb.  rv.  28,  30,  31.  “  And  the  priefls 
,11  make  an  atonement  for  the  foul  that  finneth 
#gnorantly,  See,  But  the  foul  that  doth  ought  pre- 
fumptuoufly,  (whether  he  be  born  in  the  land,  or  a 
ftranger)  the  fame  reproacheth  the  Lord  :  and  that 
foul  fliall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people  ;  becaufe 
he  hath  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Lord.”  O  ore- 
fumptuous  delaying  finner,  let  this  word  of  the  Lord 
awaken  you  to  a  fpeedy  and  prefent  refolution  to 
obey  his  voice.  «  Return  ye  now  every  one  from  Inc 
<v‘l  way,  and  make  your  ways, and  your  doing* 
good,  Jer.  xviu.  n.  Now  is  the  accepted  time  :  'if 
ye  will  hear  his  voice  it  muft  be  to  day.  Lord 
tave  us  from  hardening  our  hearts.  Amen. 


Some  Dying  Words  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  John 
Willifo*  to  his  Wife  and  Children,  found 

among  his  papers  after  his  death ,  dated  the 
lQthofriov.  1749. 


T0  MV  WIFE. 

My  dear. 


y — --  tu  liVC  a  me  ot  taith  and 
days,  fo  I  hope  and  believe  you  wi 
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you  will  continue  to  the 
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end.  In  all  four  difficulties  and  /ears,  encourage 
•yourfelf  in  the  Lord  your  God.  Commit  your 
ways  to  him  ;  trufl  him  that  is  faithful  and  true.  I 
lefign  you,  my  dear,  to  the  Husband  of  hufbands, 
our  deareft  Lord  jefus  Chrift, 


TO  MY  CHILDREN. 

DEAR  children,  your  earthly  father  muft  leave 
you  ;  your  heavenly  Father  is  immortal.  O ! 
cleave  fad  to  him.  Trifle  not  about  your  fouls  con¬ 
cerns  in  time  of  health  ;  mind  thefe  things  as  the  one 
thing  needful ;  this  .  you  wifi  not  repent  of  when 
you  come  within  a  near  view  of  death,  and  endlefs 
eternity.  O  Sirs  !  prefs  for  clear  views  of  your  in- 
tereft  in  Chrift,  the  only  Surety  and  Saviour  of  fin- 
,  tiers.  Among  other  evidences  of  it,  live  by  faith  on 
ljum,  and  dudy  holinefs  in  heart  and  life.  Lear  Sirs, 
think  how  you  will  be  able  to  (land  before  Chrift 
your  Judge  at  the  lad  day,  unlefs  you  have  Chrid’s 
image  on  you,  and  be  made  new  creatures.  Lord 
make  you  all  fuch,  and  blefs  you  with  his  bed  blef- 
fing  !  My  blefling  be  upon  you  all. — What  means 
God  gave  me,  I  have  bellowed  them  on  you,  or 
left  them  to  you.  >  Be  kind  and  careful  of  your 
mother  while  you  have  her.  And  let  none  of  you 
forget,  that  though  I  go  before  you  to  the  dull,  you 
mud  all  quickly  follow  me.  O  l  xktik  we  may  all 
vmeet  together  at  the  right  hand  of  our  blefled  Re¬ 
deemer,  to  fee  his  face,  and  fing  his  praife.  The 
time  is  near,  be  ye  therefore  alfo  ready. 

Now7,  my  dear  wife  and  children,  remember  what 
is  above  as  the  w7ords.  of  your  affectionate  huffiand 
and  loving  father,  who  beino;  dead,  yet  hereby  lpeak« 
eth  to  you  for  your  eternal  good  and  happinefs 
may  they  fmk  into  your  heart !  So  prayeth, 

John  WillisoNo 
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CHAP.  I.  Containing  general  directions  to  all  families 
and  perfons  vifited  with  ficknefs. 

Direct .  I.  Diligently  inquire  into  the  ends  and  defies, 

or  which  ufually  God  fends  ficknefs  and  afHi&ion  up¬ 
on  perions,  1  , 

Direct.  II.  Let  all  who  are  vifited  with  ficknefs  and  dif-' 

•  reis,  fearch  for  the  Achan  in  the  camp,  and  inquire 
diligently,  what  is  the  ground  and  caufe  of  God’s  con- 
troverfy  with  them, 

Direct  III.  When  any  fit 'of  ficknefs  attacks  you,  think 
™  ^  uPon  death,  and  make  diligent  preparation 

Direct.  IV.  Be  not  anxious  for  recovery  to  health  ;  but 

TT  thC  C-,fihe  Prefent  ficknefs,  to  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  infinitely  wife  God, 

Direct.  V.  Bind  yourfelf  with  holy  purpofes  and  refolu- 

tiom,  in  Chnft  s  ftrength,  to  be  more  watchful  againfl 

fm  more  diligent  in  duty,  and  to  improve  the  time  of 

“  ’  °°d  151311  be  P’eafcd  10  reIlorc  *  “gain 

Direct.  VI.  Set  your  houfe  in  order,  by  making  your 
ra"er  and  fettling  yonr  domeftic  and  feculr  af- 
’  while  you  have  freedom  and  capacity  for  doing  it, 

CHAp.  II.  Containing  fome  particular  directions  to  tliVJ 
Who  are  fharply  afflicted  with  ficknefs  and  long  trouble 

God  iD  tbe  ^eateR  afflieCn^  wWch  . 

D  dlrheavv^fflT  11111  ‘a  u"  fcnGb!c  of  God’s  ha"d  un-  " 

concernednefi 'under  it  ^  °f  and 

Direct  in.  beware  of  mifeonftruaing  God’s  dealings 
DiIrcrlVT,  T1  him  foolifitly, 

eaercife  a  ftronfandlively  d,15rCrS’  lab°Ur  to 

3  therinS  aldptSr  ^  ^  ^ 

conte’nMd’mumurinA'1^  comP,a'nts  and  dif¬ 

under  heavy  ficknefstnS^ou,PrOVidCnCe  °f  G°d> 

*”  Containing  fpecial  directions  to  the  children 

*  GOd)  Wl,en  UEds*  nr  any  other  afihS 

Direct, 
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Direct.  I.  Let  believers  efpeciallv  guard  againfl  fainting 
or  defponding  under  God’s  affiidting  hand, 

Direct.  II.  Let  all  the  children  of  God  be  exemplary"  in 
patience  and  lubmifilon  to  God  under  their  affliction, 
Direct.  III.  Let  believers  be  much  employed  in  the 
praifes  of  God,  while  they  are  under  aiflidtion,  by 
ficknefs  or  othervvife, 

Direct.  IV.  Let  the^  children  of  God,  when  vifired  with 
ficknefs,  fet  about  adtual  preparation  for  death  and 
eternity, 

Direct.  V.  Let  believers  in  time  of  fickntfs  endeavour 
all  they  can  to  glorify  God,  and  edify  thofe  that  are 
about  them,  by  their  fpeech  and  behaviour, 

Dirhct.  VI.  Let  God’s  children,  when  fick  or  dying,  be 
exprefling  a  great  concern  for  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrifl,  and  of  true  religion  in  the  riling 
generation, 

Direct.  VII.  Let  the  children  of  God  labour  to  fortify 
themfelves  what  they  can  againfl  all  Satan’s  tempta¬ 
tions  and  afiaults,  which  they  may  expect  to  meet  with 
in  time  of  ficknefs  and  affliction, 

CHAP.  IV.  Containing  fome  fpecial  directions  to  unre¬ 
generate  perfons,  when  afflicted  by  ficknefs  or  other- 

Direct.I.  Take  a  ferious  view  of  the  miferable  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  Chrifilefe  perfon  under  ficknefs  or  heavy  af- 

flidtion,  l^ld 

Direct.  II.  Let  unregenerate  perfons  carefully  improve 
their  ficknefs  and  affliction,  as  means  to  further  their 
converfion  ;  and  pray  that  God  may  blefs  it  for  that 

end,  „  ,  , 

Direct  III.  Be  careful  to  obey  God  s  voice  in  the  rod, 

and  beware  of  flighting  it, 

Direct.  IV.  Caft  back  your  eyes  upon  the  fins  of  your 
bypaft  Hfe,  and  labour  to  be  deeply  humbled  for  them 

before  the  Lord,  .  f  .  , 

Direct'  V.  Flee  orefently  to  Jefus  Chrifl  by  a  true  faith, 

and  clofe  with  him  as  offered  to  you  in  the  gofpel. 
Direct.  VI.  Call  for  the  elders  of  the  church  that  they 
may  pray  over  you  in  your  ficknefs, 

CHAP.  V.  Containing  diredlions  to  the  people  of  God, 
when  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  recover  them  from  nek- 

nefs  and  diftrefs,  -  ,  r  A 

Direct.I.  It  is  very  proper,  both  under  ficknefs  and 
after  it,  to  examine  if  the  affliSionbe  fan«3ifi«d  to  you, 
and  hath  come  from  the  love  of  God.  fh  ' 

DiaxcT.lt.  Make  confcience  of  offering  to  God  .he 
facrifice  of  thankfgiving.  upon  hu  recovering  thee 
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frofii  ficknefs  or  any  diflrefs, 

Direct.  III.  When  the  Lord  is  plcafed  to  grant  thee  any 
hgnal  mercy  or  deliverance  from  trouble,  beware  of 
forgetting  the  Lord’s  kindnefs  towards  thee, 

Direct.  IV.  Inquire  after  thefe  fruits  of  righteoufncfs, 
which  are  the  genuine  effects  of  affliction  in  the  child- 
ren  of  God,  who  are  duly  exercifed  thereby, 

Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  perform  thefe  rofolutions,  en¬ 
gagements,  or  vows,  you  have  come  under  in  the  time 
officknefs  ;  and  walk  fuitably  to  them, 

CHAP.  \  I.  Containing  directions  to  the  unregenerate, 
when  they  are  recovered  from  Iicknefs,and  reftored  to 
health, 

Direct,  I,  Seeing  the  afflictions  of  the  wicked  are  un- 
fanCtified,  it  is  necefflary  you  examine  what  fort  of  af¬ 
fliction  your’s  hath  been,  and  what  fruits  it  hath  pro¬ 
duced  in  you, 

Direct,  II.  Confider  the  great  danger  of  not  being  bet¬ 
tered  by  ficknefs,  and  of  not  complying  with  the  voice 
of  God’s  rod. 

Direct.  III.  Wonder  at  the  patience  of  God  in  fparin^ 

fuch  hell-deferving  finners  as  you  are,  and  be  thankful 
for  it. 

Direct.  IV,  Study  to  improve  the  fparing  mercy  and 

o tf ^n£f?r°f  °0d  *°  you  in  a  riSht  and  Suitable  manner.  138 
CHAP.  VII.  Containing  directions  to  thofe  fick  perfons  " 

who  are  apparently  in  a  dying  condition,  and  drawing 
near  to  another  world,  & 

Direct.  I.  -Confider  when  death  flares  you  in  the  face 
that  now  is  the  time  if  ever  to  exert  the  utmofl  activ¬ 
ity  in  preparing  to  meet  with  it, 

Direct.  II.  Continue  to  the  lad  in  the  exercife  of  true 
repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin, 

Direct.  III.  Be  mindful  of  all  aCts  of  juftice  and  charity, 
which  may  be  incumbent  upon  you  at  this  time, 

‘  1  Va  rLab°r/Tha,:1  y°u  can  to  overcome  the  love 
•  f  r  afd  f?rS  of  dfath  :  that  you  may  attain  to  will- 

1 outo  it*  dlC)  aHd  CaVe  thC  world  when  God  calleth 
Ddyilg  fa  h$  f°  'mitate  ‘hC  “C|CW  worth:«-  ^ 

Direct.  VI.  Set  the  examples  of  other  dying  faints  be¬ 
fore  you,  and  fludy  in  like  manner  to  fhinein  grace 
heavenly  difcourfe,  and  be  exemplary  in  piety  an/for 

S  a°L^'  -  «-  -  v. s« £ 

Many  choice  fayings  of  dying  Saints, 

£$***“■*  mUCb  “  and 
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Some  Meditations  and  Ejaculations,  proper  for  flck  and 
dying  perfons,  and  especially  for  a  dying  believer, 
Some  Meditations  fqr  dropping  believers,  when  death  is 
near, 

An  addition  of  fome  further  Meditations  proper  for  any 
Tick  perfon  in  the  view  of  death, 
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CHAP.  VIII.  Containing  directions  to  the  friends  and 
neighbors  of  the  Tick,  who  are  themfelves  in  health  for 
the  time, 

Direct.  I.  Be  very  thankful  to  God  for  the  great  mercy 
of  health  and  ftrength,  and  improve  it  to  his  glory. 

Direct.  II.  Make  confcience  of  vifiting  your  Tick  friends 
and  neighbors,  believing  that  it  is  your  duty  and  inter- 
eft  fo  to  do, 

Direct.  III.  Let  the  friends  of  the  lick,  and  thofe  who 
vifit  them,  deal  faithfully  with  them  about  their  fouls, 

Direct.  IV.  Be  earneft  in  prayer  to  God  for  your  friends 
when  lick  or  dying.  Pray  with  them  and  for  them. 

Petitions  for  the  liek, 

Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  furnilh  your  friends  with. Suit¬ 
able  company,  and  fpiritual  converfe,  when  they  are 
lick  or  dying, 

Direct.  VI.  Be  likewife  fuitably  concerned  for  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  your  friends,  when  they  are  hek. 

Direct.  VII.  When  the  ficknefs  of  your  relations  or 
neighbors  doth  iffue  in  death,  ftudy  a  chriftian  and 
fuitable  behavior  under  fuch  a  difpenfation, 

Direct.  VIII.  Let  the  ficknefs  and  death  of  others  be 
a  warning  to  you  in  time  of  health,  to  make  due 
preparation  for  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  of  dyi ng, 
which  is  before  your  hands, 

Direct.  IX.  Let  thefe  who  are  in  health  fet  about  the 
work  of  repentance,  and  turning  to  God  in  Chrift 
timeoully  and  quickly  :  and  beware  of  delaying  this 
work  until  the  time  of  ficknefs  and  of  dying, 
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The  following  BOOKS  may  he  had ,  whole  fate  and' 

retail ,  of 

E  B  E  N.  LARKIN , 

No.  $o,  Corhhill,  BOSTON  : 


ART  of  Speaking, 

American  Juftice, 

~~ - —  Jefter, 

- - Songfler, 

Adams'  View  of  Religon, 

Arabian  Nights  Entertainment*  %  to !&> 
Account  of  Algiers* 

Britifh  Album, 

Boyle's  Voyages, 

Beauties  of  Sterne, 

- - -  ■ — Blair, 

—  - -  —Fielding^ 

— Creation* 

—  - -  * — Poetry, 

" — -  — Hervy, 

~ — - Hiftory,  2  vols. 

Barclay's  Apology  for  the  Quakers, 
Bell's  Surgery,  abridged  by  Waters* 
Beattie  on  Truth, 

Brown's  Elements  of  Medicine, 

Blind  Child, 

Burr’s  Latin  Grammar, 

Brydone's  Tour, 

Baron  Trenck,  complete, 

—77——  Fo«rth  Volume, 

Brigg’s  Cookery, 

Blair’s  Leisures,  2  vols. 

- Sermons,  2  vols.  oft. 

”  ~  - - 2  vols.  1 2mo. 

Baxter  s  Call  to  the  Unconverted. 
Butler’s  Analogy, 

Bennett’s  letters. 
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Belknap’s  New-Hampfhire,  3  vols.- 
Buchan’s  Domeflic  Medicine*  •- 
Burlamaque  on  Law, 

Baccaria  on  Crimes, 

Bell’s  Surgery,  4  vols*  - 

- - On  Ulcers, 

Booth’s  Reign  of  Grace, 

Baron  Steuben’s  Exercifes,  with  plates, 
Carey’s  Account  of  Fever  in  Philadelphia, 
Charlotte,  a  new  novel,  by  Mrs.  Rowfonr 
Complete  Letter  Writer, 

Carver’s  Travels  in  America* 

Choice  Emblems,  for  youth,.  if6 

Cyrus’s  Travels, 

Curiofities  of  Literature, 

Cullen&s  Pra<5lice  of  Phyhc,  2  vol 
— —  Materia  Medica,  2  vok. 

- - - — — -  Synopfis, 

Phyfiology, 


14^ 


Cowper’s  Poems  and  Talk,  2  vols. 
Campbell  on  Miracles* 

Conqueft  of  Canaan* 

Chapone’s  Letters, 

Chriftian  World  unmafk’d, 

Currie  on  the  Difeafes  of  America, 
Condu&or  Genemlis, 

Coxe’s  Examination  of  Lord  Sheffield, 
Cook’s  Voyage  abridged* 

Cecilia,  3  vols. 

Dramatic  Dialogues, 

Doddridge’s  Rife  and  Progrefs, 

* - - —  Sermons  on  Education, 

—  - —  - -  to  Young  Perfons, 

—  - —  * - -  on  Regeneration, 

Death  of  Cain  and  Abel, 

Dil worth’s  Affiftant, 

—  - - -  Book  Keeping, 

Dickerfon’s  Letters, 

- - —  five  Points, 

Dodfley’s  Efop’s  Fables, 


30/ 

10/6 

10/fr 

4/e> 
51/ 
9 / 

5/3 

,  4/ 
3/  or  4/6 

3/9 

,  3/9 

J  5/ 
and  4/6 

6/ 

3/ 

24/ 

2°f 

Sf 

4/ 

9/ 

5/ 

6/ 

5/ 

4/6 

12/ 

12/ 

3/9 

3/ 

5/ 
4 / 

3/ 

3/9 

S/5 
■  3/ 

3 f 

5/3 

5/ 

3/9 

\(6 


Nmj  Amtrican  Editiwft* 


Duncan’s  Logic, 

4/5 

Devil  on  Two  Sticks, 

4fb 

Dana’s  Sele&ion, 

4/5 

Davis’s  Sermons,  3  vols. 

3  »/5 

Uifeafes  of  Children,  by  Underwood, 

¥ 

Delome  on  the  Englifh  Conftitutions,  .* 

¥ 

Enfield’s  Biographical  Sermons, 

¥ 

Eliot’s  Medical  Pocket-Book, 

4 / 

Edward’s  Hiftory  of  Redemption, 

9/ 

- againft  Chauncy, 

— ; - on  the  AiFe&ion’s, 

T/*5 

9/ 

-  Revival  of  Religion, 

¥ 

Emma  Corbett,  2  vol. 

7/6 

Efpinafie’s  Nifi  Prius,  2  vokb 

Erfkine’s  Sermons, 

*5/ 

¥ 

Gofpel  Sonnets, 


Elements  of  Geography, 

Fordyce’s  Sermons  to  Young  Women, 

— - Addrefles  to  Young  Men, 

Farmer’s  Letters,- 
- -  Friend, 


3/ 

¥ 

¥ 

4/5 

4/6 

a£ 
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Friend  to  Youth,  2  vols. 

Fenno’s  Poems, 

Farmer’s,  Chriftian’s,  and  Gentlemen’s  Magazine,  2 
vols.  large  odh 

Forefters,  an  American  Tale* 

Goldfmith’s  Eftays  and  Poems, 

Gardiner’s  Life, 

Gordon’s  Hiftory  American  war,  3  vols, 

Gibfon’s  Surveying,  with  additions. 

Golden  Cabinet, 

Grove  on  the  Sacrament, 

Horne’s  Commentaries  on  the  Pfalms, 

Humming  bird* 

Hiftory  of  America, 

Hopkinfon’s  Works,  3  vol. 

Hopkins’  Body  of  Divinity,  2  vols, 

Hervey’s  Meditations, 

Hamilton’s  Midwifery, 

©a  Female  Complaints, 
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Harris3  Hiftory  of  the  Bible? 
imley’s  Hirtory  Kentucky,  2  vols. 
Jockey  Club, 

Jofephus3  Hiftory  Jews,  with  plates, 
Jcnyn’s  Le&ures, 

— — — View  of  .Religion, : J 
Julia  de  Roubigne^  ' 

Jenks’  Devotion, 

Interefting  Memoirs*  ’ 

Junius3  Letters, 

Jachin  and  Boaz, 

Keate’s  Sketches, 

Knox’s  EiTays,  2  vols> 

Lee’s  Memoirs, 

Lady3*!  Library, 

Companion, 

Love’s  Surveying, 

Lowth’s  Grammar, 

Miffes  Magazine,  *2  volsc 
M’  Fingal, 

Moore’s  Travels,  2  vols* 

— - -  Zeluco,  ■' 

” — - —  late  Journal  in  France,  2  vols^ 

- - —  Medical  Sketches, 

-  Monitor,  ' 

Muir’s  Trial,  5 
Man  of  Feeling, 

Montague’s  Travels, 

Mafon  on  Self  Know&dgeV 
Morfe’s  Univerfal  Geography,  2  vols^ 

1 — ",  ’  "  ■■  — - Abridged,  ’ 

Military  duty,  ' 

Mi  :ror,  2  v®Is/ 

Milton’s  Works, 

Newton’s  (Rev.  Mr.)  Works,  6  vols* 
New- Engl  and  Farmer, 

New  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory, 

Offian’s  Poems, 

Odiorne3s  Poems?  * 

©wen  on  Sin, 
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/  Umicron  and  Vigil, 
i  Original  Poems,  by  a>  Lady, 
^Economy  of  Human  Life, 

:  Political  Fugitive, 

Penn’s  no  Crofs  no  Crown, 
Maxims, 


Peter  Pennylefs, 
Pike’s  Arithmetic, 
-Abridged 


Power  of  Sympathy, 

Peter  Pinder’s  Works,  new  Edition,  i  vois. 


Pilgrim’s '  Progrefs , 

'  Paine’s  Rights  of  Man,  both  parts, 
Pelew  Iflands, 

Robertfon’s  Hiftory  of  India, 
Ramfay’s  Hiftory  War,  2  vok 
Rights  of  Women, 

Rclly’s  Hym  ns, 

-Union 


Rowe’s  Letters, 

Reid’s  Eflays  on  the  Human  Mind,  2  vok 
RufFell’s  feven  Sermons, 

Ready  Reckoner, 

Rippon’s  Hymns, 

Sanford  and  Merton,  3  vok  in  one, 

Scott’s  Force  of  Truth, 

-Leflons  for  Schools, 


Smith’s  Wealth  of  Nations  3  vok 
-Hiftory  of  New- York, 


Sterne’s  Journey, 

Seraphkal  Shepherd, 

Simple  Story  by  Mrs.  Inchbald, 

Seneca's  Morals, 

.  Sorrows  of  Werter, 

Stewart’s  Philofophy  of  the  Mind, 

Smellie  s  Philofophy  of  Natural  Hiftory* 
Thomfon’s  Seafons,  J 

Town-Officer, 

Vicar  of  Wakefield, 
final’s  Arithmetic!^ 
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Ntw)  Amerkan  Edition 
William's  Letters,  ift  and  2d  vof 


Watts  on  the.Mind,  cf 

- - Lyric  Poems,  3/0 

Wincheiler’s  Dialogues; 

Wallis  on  Difeafes,  izf 

-'Wheatley’s  Poems,  y 

White’s  Sermons,  o f 

Warren’s  (Mrs.)  Poems,  6/ 

,Winthrop’s  Journal,  1  of 

Young  Clerk's  Magazine,  5/3 

- - -Gentleman’s  Monitor*  3/ 

— — - — Ladies’  Monitor, 

Zimmerman  on  Solitude,  5/3 


At  the  above  place  may  be;bad,  a  large 
sand  general  alfortment  of  Englifh,  Trifh,  and  Scotch 
Editions  of  BOOKS.  ** Gentlemen  who  with  to  pur- 
chafe  Libraries,  will  be  fupplied  on  the  very  lowed 
terms. 

—LIKEWISE— 

Always  on  Sale,  a  general  afiortment 

of  STATIONARY,  SCHOOL-BOOKS,  Gfc.  fcfc. 

%*  Country  Shopkeepers,  and  others, 
can  furnifti  themfelves  wrth  almoft  every  article 
tifuall  y  fold  by  them  as  low  as  at  any  other  place 
m  town* 
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